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Las Vegas Plays Host to Yet Another Successful

ABF Conference

“Luck Bee a Lady” Turns Out to Be the Big Payoff

An enthusiastic crowd of over 700 was on hand for the 2012
North American Beekeeping Conference & Tradeshow in Las
Vegas, Nevada, Jan. 10-14. For those who attended the event
there was never a shortage of things to do, people to see and
sessions to attend.

The general session room was consistently
full throughout the conference.

The week kicked off on Tuesday evening in the tradeshow
with a Welcome Reception complete with lots of food and
drink. Vendors enjoyed this new opportunity to sit down and
visit with attendees for the evening in their booths. Special
thanks to the sponsors for the evening, as well as all of the
conference sponsors for their continued support of the ABF
and the annual conference.

The General Session began Wednesday with addresses from
President Dave Mendes, Vice President George Hansen, Laurie
Davies Adams, executive director of the Pollinator Partnership,
and the President of Apimondia, Gilles Ratia. Mendes reflected
on 2011 and noted that while it was one of the most challenging

years for beekeepers, there was more interest in honey bees
and beekeeping around the U.S., and that more people are
coming into the business of bees than ever before. Pesticides,
pathogens and nutrition are all factors affecting bee health
today and there’s much to be done to resolve some of these
issues in the coming years. But, Mendes noted that it seems
as though more assistance is available and that beekeepers,
regulators and researchers are working together more today
than ever. Even the public is interested in helping with assisting
bees and other pollinator problems. The Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) has formed the Bee Team, which is
working with beekeepers to help resolve some of the issues
that are facing us today, which is very encouraging.

Mendes’ opening address was a great kick off to a steady
stream of informative and insightful speakers throughout the
rest of the conference general sessions, the Shared Interest
Group meetings, the workshops and the Serious Sideliner
Symposium, which was again conducted by Dr. Larry Connor.
Many of the sessions were packed and standing room
only. Representatives from the various U.S. bee labs, the
Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees, the National
Honey Board and True Source Honey were also present and
provided key updates.

During the conference, the ABF membership elected
President George Hansen of Colton, Ore., and Vice President
Tim Tucker of Niotaze, Kans. Newly elected members of
the ABF Board of Directors are: John Talbert, Josephine,
Texas, appointed by the president; Jim Doan, Hamlin, N.Y.,
and Mario Jakob, Umatilla, Fla., elected by the Commercial
Beekeepers Shared Interest Group; Dr. Malcolm Sanford,
Gainesville, Fla., elected by the Package Bee and Queen
Breeders Shared Interest Group; and Davey Hackenberg,
Milton, Pa., and Patty Sundberg, Columbus, Mont., elected
by the State Delegates Assembly. (See page 2 for a full list
of the 2012 ABF Board of Directors).

(continued on page 3)
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2012 ABF Board of Directors

PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT PAST PRESIDENT
George Hansen Tim Tucker David Mendes
30576 Oswalt Road ¢ Colton, OR 97017 366 Road 32 e Niotaze, KS 67355 11253 Rabun Gap Dr. ¢ N. Fort Myers, FL 33917
Ph: 508.824.2265 ¢ Fax: 503.824.2260 Ph: 620.879.2926 * Fax: 620.879.2926 Ph: 239.340.0625
E-mail: hansengeo@gmail.com E-mail: tuckerb@hit.net E-mail: davidmendesn@aol.com

Directors Representing State Delegates Assembly:

Shannon Wooten (2013 - 1st term) Patty Sundberg (2014 — 1st term)

11189 Deschutes Road e Palo Cedro, CA 96073 Box 1126 Columbus, MT 59019

Ph: 530.949.4117 Ph: 406.322.5780 Fax: 406.322.5780
E-mail: wootengoldqueens@aol.com E-mail: psundberg@hotmail.com

Joan Gunter (2013 - 2nd term) Davey Hackenberg (2014 — 1st term)
5737 Hwy. 14 » Towner, ND 58788 799 Grange Hall Road ¢ Milton, PA 17847
Ph: 701.537.5214  Fax: 701.537.5375 Ph: 570.850.7492

E-mail: jmgunter@hotmail.com E-mail: daveybuffybee@gmail.com

Directors Representing Commercial Beekeepers Shared Interest Group (SIG):

Jim Doan (2014 - 1st term) Mario Jakob (2013 - 1st term)

343 Morton Rd. ® Hamlin, NY 14464 17732 SE 283rd Ave. ® Umatilla, FL 32784
Ph: 585.732.5370  Fax: 585.659.9141 Ph: 352.669.4233 e Fax: 352.669.2233
E-mail: jdoan@rochester.rr.com E-mail: dandjapiary@aol.com

Directors Representing Package Bee & Queen Breeders SIG:

A.J. Howery (2013 —1st term) Dr. Malcolm Sanford (2014 — 1st term)
75-315 E. Kakalina PI. ¢ Kailua Kona, HI 96740 5002 NW 64th Lane e Gainesville, FL 32653
Ph: 808.936.2194 Ph: 352.336.9744

E-mail: lahowery@gmail.com E-mail: beeactor@apisenterprises.com

Directors Representing Honey Producer-Packer SIG:

Blake Shook (2013 - 1st term) Joe Carson (2012 - 1st term)

15540 SH 78  Blue Ridge, TX 75424 P.O. Box 11028 ¢ Anchorage, AK 99511
Ph: 214.886.6899 Ph: 907.727.8200

E-mail: blake@desertcreekhoney.com E-mail: Dr.JoeCarson@gmail.com

Directors Representing the Hobbyists/Sideliners SIG:

Charles Lorence (2013 — 2nd term) Becky Jones (2014 - 2nd term)

1634 Garfield Ave.  Aurora, IL 60506 55 Wolf Pit Road ¢ Farmington, CT 06032
Ph: 630.801.0979 Ph: 860.677.9391

E-mail: charleslorence@earthlink.net E-mail: t.c.jones@snet.net

Directors Appointed by the President:

Gene Brandi (2013 — 1st term) John Talbert (2014 — 1st term)

15346 South Johnson Road e Los Banos, CA 93635 P.O. Box 6 ® Josephine, TX 75164

Ph: 209.826.2881 ¢ Fax : 209.826.1881 Ph: 972.843.8084  Fax: 972.843.8084
E-mail: gbrandi@sbcglobal.net E-mail: john@sabinecreekhoney.com

Number in parentheses next to Director’s name indicates the year the Director’s current term ends — and whether in their 1st or 2nd term.
Directors Brandi, Gunter, Talbert and Wooten, along with the officers, comprise the ABF Executive Committee.
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Successful ABF Conference

(continued from cover)

At the ABF Annual Business Meeting, new resolutions unreasonable damage from pesticide product
were adopted, including: usage, threatening the viability of the entire industry
in the United States.

¢ In light of the consideration of the USDA-ARS to
close the Weslaco Honey Bee Research facility and
reassign the scientists to other labs, the ABF
requests that USDA-ARS maintain the work of the
Weslaco Honey Bee Research Unit scientists.

¢ The ABF requests that that the Environmental
Protection Agency immediately approve the
registration of APIVAR for varroa mite control, as
the efficacy of some registered acaricides has been
lost, and that APIVAR has been registered and used
in Canada and the U.S. honey bee industry
desperately needs varied and effective tools to
maintain the health of its colonies.

e The ABF to provide support for the National
Honey Bee Advisory Board in seeking independent
legal counsel in regards to pollinator protection,
in that the Environmental Protection Agency Office
of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance

This year’s exhibit hall was home to over 50 exhibitors,
eager to share their products and services
with conference attendees.

and their primacy partners have failed to live A full copy of the 2012 ABF Resolutions, including
up to their charge of “Prevention of Unreasonable the ABF Continuing Objectives and the Continuing
Risk to Man and the Environment,” as this pertain Resolutions is available upon request from the ABF
to risk management and the application of office. They are also posted on the ABF Web site.

pesticides affecting honey bees and where
managed honey bee colonies are sustaining

(continued on page 9)

The ABF would like to take the opportunity to recognize the following dedicated members for their role in
special activities that took place during the recent ABF annual conference in Las Vegas.

Lance and Patty Sundberg — 2012 ABF Sweepstakes coordinators
Patty Sundberg — 2012 ABF Silent Auction coordinator

Mary Kettlewell — 2012 American Honey Show coordinator

Tim Tucker — ABF Membership and Marketing Committee chair and ABF membership booth coordinator
Chappie McChesney — Roving conference photographer

Thank you all for helping to make these events a resounding success for the ABF!
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Kids Win Big in Las Vegas

00

by Kim Lehman, Kids and Bees Program Coordinator

In conjunction with the 2012 North American Beekeeping
Conference & Tradeshow, the Kids and Bees Program for
the Las Vegas community was held at the Rio All-Suite
Hotel & Casino on Friday, January 13. We had such an
overwhelming response from the homeschool community
that we happily extended the hours of the program.

We had over 15 different areas for the public to learn more
about bee biology, pollination, beekeeping, honey and so
much more. We had a tremendous turnout and our closest
estimation is that 450 to 500 people came to the event.
Fortunately, they came at different times, such that we
were able to accommodate everyone.

An unexpected
benefit arose from
this event. Local
beekeepers  were
able to meet,
network and begin
a local beekeeping
group. Rita Bowman
sent an e-mail to
interested folks to get the ball rolling: “It sounds like we
are all pretty much on the same page — concerned about
pollination and the environment, educating people about
bees, enjoying the hobby of beekeeping and eating honey!”

Of course, this event could not have happened without our
wonderful volunteers.

Our volunteers included: Teresa Bryson (2011 American
Honey Queen); Allison Adams (2011 American Honey
Princess); Lisa Schluttenhoffer (2010 American Honey
Queen); Amy Roden (2010 American Honey Princess); Jayla
Gillaspie (Florida Honey Queen); Lacy Dooley (Indiana Honey
Queen); Lillian-Grace Misko (Missouri Honey Queen); Alyssa
Fine (Pennsylvania Honey Queen); Kaylynn Mansker (Texas
Honey Queen); Danielle Dale (Wisconsin Honey Queen);
Rachael Seida (2008 American Honey Queen); Rachel
Bryson (2008 American Honey Princess); Wanda Mansker
(Texas); Carmen Conrad (Ohio); Jayna Gillaspie (Florida);
Robin Pagenkapp (Nevada); Jose Torres (Nevada); Tammy
Horn (Kentucky); and the folks at House of Bees and Dadant
for loaning us equipment for the program. We are sorry if we
missed anyone. It was a bit crazy!

This event is made possible through the support of the
Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees.

Kids and Bees Programs in the Schools

In addition to the exceptional event at the convention
center, | was able to visit local schools throughout the week
and present assembly programs followed by hands-on
learning activities for smaller groups. Over 1,100 students
buzzed about the benefits of our tiny friends.

Here’s what some of the students had to say:

e “Mly third uncle has a very, very old beehive from
1961.” Rylie, student

e “I thought bees where bad but now that | met you |
know a lot about bees and the bees are important. |
never knew we need the bees for our food.”
Jayden, student

A Fond Farewell

It is with a sense of sadness that this will be my last Kids
and Bees Program to coordinate and produce. | have
spent much time developing the program over the years
and now | need to pass on the torch. | am very thankful
to have had the opportunity to work with the Foundation
for the Preservation of Honey Bees, members of the ABF,
the Honey Queens and the many volunteers that have
helped to make the Kids and Bees Program so successful
over the last 17 years. Other states that have presented
similar programs at state beekeeping conferences include
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Texas and Missouri. If you have any
questions about the program or are interested in assisting
with the program, please contact me at 512.627.0113 or
kim.lehman@sbcglobal.net.

Here is the buzz about the event from the
folks in Las Vegas:

“Thanks! That was one of the most educational field
trips we’ve had in Las Vegas.”
Susan, Las Vegas parent

“I brought my kids to the kids and bees event and we
had a wonderful experience. They came home telling
everyone what they had learned about bees. The
event was hands on and fun, yet so educational. We
even talked to some local keepers and we are now
planning for our own hive. | learned a lot as well, and
was so inspired! Thank you!”

Anna Wroble, Las Vegas parent
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From the President — The Big Dance

by George Hansen, ABF President

“Heads will roll, and things
are going to change.”

With that proclamation, |
became president of the
ABF. That was a joke, of

course. Anybody who

George Hansen
ABF President

knows me at all knows
that | would never willingly

be involved in anything so
dramatic. They would also note that | am not much of
a dancer.

Before moving to a discussion of what we might hope to
accomplish during my term, | will take this opportunity
to write about David Mendes, our past president. It must
be recognized that after his two years leading the ABF,
we find ourselves once again in good financial condition,
with membership doing a jig, up 30 percent from our low.
David would never take sole credit for that circumstance,
but any leader could only hope for such an outcome. David
seems to thrive in this atmosphere.
He can run a conference call while
be-bopping a load of bees cross
country, just above the speed limit,
without missing a beat. He can waltz
into a roomful strangers and in no
time be in the middle of the action.
| want to compliment David’s ability
to be involved in so many things,
Thanks,
David Mendes, for your service to
the ABF.

virtually  simultaneously.

00

bees when | two step back into my studio. But, it is not a
dance studio.

Like David, my office is on wheels. That has me prepared
for being president, to a certain extent. | wrote in a column
that the greatest innovations in beekeeping in my lifetime
have been the cell phone and the credit card. It is lucky
for me one has unlimited minutes and the other has strict
limits. Now | am able to receive e-mails on my phone, too.
This has some advantages and some drawbacks. | am
absolutely awestruck by the volume of e-mail that some
individuals are able to generate. It makes me tired to just
think about it. | support complete discussion of issues,
but in the end, decisions need to be made. And then it
is time to move on. It will be my job to keep us doing the
old soft shoe forward and not an incessant break dance.

As our membership grows, it is also changing. The
number of commercial beekeepers is not moving much if
at all, but the number of beekeepers overall is increasing.
The percentage of our membership that is small scale
continues to grow. The programs
and policies of our organization
are likely to change to reflect
new needs and interests of our
membership. The Serious Sideliner
Symposium at our conference and
participation in the special interest
groups reflect this growing part of
the ABF. | will continue to argue
that our legislative efforts are a
necessity for any beekeeper, no
matter how many hives they have.

Follow the almond bloom at this link:
http://bluediamond.com/applications/
in-the-field/index.cfm?navid=101.

Now the ABF has a president who is,
by choice, not the center of attention.
| am a commercial beekeeper of
modest colony count. We run about 5,000 hives in West
Coast pollination. Each year our hives on average are
placed on five crops. Our honey yield is usually around
the state average for Oregon, about 40 pounds. | am
married. My wife Susan and | have two grown sons, Matt
and Joe. They are both currently working in the business,
with the intention that one or both will continue with the

American Beekeeping Federation Newsletter — January/February 2012

Research, habitat restoration, pest
control both in the hive and in
agriculture, pest exclusion at our
borders, the standard of identity
for honey, to name a few, are all legislative/government
controlled or influenced activities that have a huge
real and potential impact on our ability to succeed as
beekeepers. Even as our membership changes, the
ABF’s legislative efforts need to remain a key part of our
service to our membership.

(continued on page 23)
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From the Vice President
by Tim Tucker, ABF Vice President

When | began thinking about
what to say this first month
| thought, “What did George
Hansen do for his first article
as vice president two years
ago?” | discovered the past
newsletter on the ABF Web
site and there was his article,
which was an introduction
of him and | thought that’s a
great place to start.

Tim Tucker
ABF Vice President

Prior to my beekeeping experience, | was in the
exterminating business for 18 years, the last eight years
running my own company. Most of my customers were
property management companies that owned apartment
complexes and office buildings in Kansas City, Lawrence
and Topeka, Kansas. One of the pests that we were often
called in on was problematic honey bees that had taken
up residence in just about every part of a building that you
can find a void large enough to nest in. Back in the late
1980s, there were lots of feral honey bee colonies and
we would exterminate them because most beekeepers
didn’t want to be bothered with extracting the colony and
spending half a day or more rescuing a honey bee colony.
In a very short time | became the man to call to get rid
of problem bees, yellow jackets and wasps, because
other exterminators didn’t like getting stung and wouldn’t
spend the money for a bee suit. | didn’t like it much either,
but | charged extra for each sting.

At some place in history | began talking to a beekeeper
that was the neighbor of my wife Terry’s parents. His
name was Jimmy Bishop and he was really interested
in attempting to remove some of the bee colonies | was
exterminating. We agreed that we would try saving, where
possible, those that could be extracted from buildings. It
worked very well for both of us, as he got the bees, the
beeswax and the honey, and | got the money.

For several years we did dozens of these extractions over
the spring and early summer months, when they had a
chance to re-establish themselves in Jimmy’s boxes. On
a hot summer day | pulled into his drive to pick him up
to do a job in Kansas City and there were two hives in
his front yard. When he came out of the house he said,
“You see those two hives?” | said, “Yeah, what’s special
about those two hives?” And he said, “They are yours.”

00

My response was, “l don’t think so. | don’t need to be
taking care of bees and, besides, you beekeepers are
nuts. You've all been stung too many times and it has
poisoned your brain.” He just laughed and said, “No, they
are yours and you are going to take them to the farm and
learn how to take care of them. After all the hives you’ve
killed, you owe it to the species.” | laughed and said,
“No...you’re crazy.”

Jimmy was, if anything, persistent and he finally coaxed
me into taking the hives 160 miles away to the farm where
we live now in Southern Kansas, right on the Oklahoma
border. That first year was 1991, the two hives made
170 pounds of honey and | was hooked. My experience
with the bees had made it easy in doing inspections
and treatments and just checking in every few weeks
that we visited the farm. | was constantly on the phone
with Jimmy asking questions and spent many hours just
watching them fly in and fly out.

In 1996, | sold my pest control business and since Terry
had retired from Southwestern Bell, we made ready our
home in Topeka for sale and in just a few months we
were living on the farm. | bought some nucs that year
and made a couple of splits and | was up to 21 hives by
1997. In May, the bees were healthy and in three different
yards around the area. | couldn’t put honey supers on fast
enough and spent the summer building frames and boxes
and when it was all said and done | extracted almost 45
five-gallon buckets of honey. | think it was right at 130
pounds average.

| was in the business and | had it all figured out. Then
along came our more normal honey flows of 50 pounds
or less and the mites, nosema and viruses and we haven’t
made 100 pounds since. | now operate about 300 hives,
but normally we have to buy well over half the honey
we bottle to meet the demands of the 40 plus stores we
supply with honey. This year we had almost no honey
crop in southeastern Kansas, which put some real strains
on the budget, to say the least. We bottled about 75,000
pounds last year and it grows each month as people
become familiar with our product.

| have been involved with the ABF for about 10 years
since meeting Clint Walker and Pat Heitkam at a meeting
in Kansas City and submitting to their pressure to join the
fun. | was so impressed with their interest in a nobody

(continued on page 15)
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Government Relations Update
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by Troy Fore, ABF Director of Government Relations

You may have noticed that
this is an election year!

So far, most of us have been
blasted with only campaign
ads and news about the
Republican presidential
hopefuls. Soon, though, the
candidates for lesser offices
will be vying for your votes.

Troy Fore, ABF Director of
Government Relations

All the members of the U.S. House of Representatives are
up for election/re-election this year, as are one-third of the
Senators. Many state legislators and some governors will
face the voters this year.

All these people have one thing in common - they want
your vote. The other thing many of them have in common,
| would venture to say, is that they know next to nothing
about honey bees.

Here’s a golden opportunity for us to tell our story. These
candidates are coming to your town. They will be at meet-
and-greet events. Give them an opportunity to meet-the-
beekeeper, to learn the importance of honey bees and
their keepers, especially the extent of beekeeping in your
legislative district, Congressional district, even your state.

Write up a brief letter to make your points and - if you
can’t get a chance to speak to the candidate — put it
into the hand of one of his/her aides. You can make a
lasting impression.

Your state association could make up a fact sheet telling
how many beekeepers you have, amount of honey
produced in your state and your bees’ contribution to
general agriculture through pollination. If it applies, don’t
forget the production of queens and package bees —
and even bee supplies, especially if you are home to
one of the large suppliers. A few samples of honey could
sweeten the appeal.

If the need arises, and if your honey operation fills the bill,
you might consider hosting a meet-the-beekeepers event

at your honey house or even in a beeyard.

Remember: we have to tell our story; no one else will do
that. If | can help you on making any contacts, let me know.
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Editor’s Note: If you believe that the ABF is heading in the
right direction, please show your support with a donation.
At the ABF Annual Business Meeting in Las Vegas, those
present pledged $17,000 for legislative efforts. If you were
not in Las Vegas or not at the business meeting, we still
need your support! We must energize beekeepers to come
together to work collaboratively on the many challenges
that we face. Thank you in advance for your contribution.

During election year 2010, Rosa DelLauro, top Democrat on the
House Agricultural Appropriations Subcommittee, visits with
Connecticut beekeepers and gets a ball cap and a jar of honey
from Ted Jones. ABF Director Becky Jones reported how the
visit was arranged: “After | talked to her Washington, D.C., aide,
| called her scheduler to see if she could come to the Field Day
and just talk informally with the beekeepers...she spent about
an hour talking, fielding questions, etc. with the group. The
general feeling from the beekeepers was very positive.”

The Pollen Substitute for Honey Bee Production.
Available from:

David Ellingson

of Ellingson’s Inc.
P.O. Box 68
Odessa, MN 56276
Phone: 320-760-6769
Fax: 320-273-2310
dddwax@wat.midco.ne

. e%
1947-2012 qa"}:@\e-
Celebrating 65 years! 2
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Donate to the ABF Legislative Fund

Send your contributions to: ABF Legislative Fund ¢ 3525 Piedmont Rd. | Bldg. 5, Ste. 300 e Atlanta, GA 30305

Q$100 O $500 Q$

Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Phone:

E-mail:

Gift may be made by:
O Visa QO Mastercard QO Check (made payable to the ABF Legislative Fund)

Account#

Exp. Date:

Cardholder Name:

Signature:

Your credit card will be billed by the ABF, which will be transferred to the ABF Legislative Fund.

Legislative Fund Contributions

The following ABF members contributed to the ABF Legislative Fund during the months of November and
December 2011. These donations enable us to carry out the legislative initiatives that will benefit
ABF members and the American beekeeping industry.

Joe Burns, Ga. Honeygold, Idaho Eric Mills, S.C.

Craig Byer, N.J. Edward Karle, Mass. William Sirr, Mich.

Norman Cary, Calif. C.F. Koehnen, Calif. Peter Sliwka, Pa.

Conrad Bee, Ohio Dennis Lohman, Calif. Strachan Apiaries, Calif.
Ray Green, N.D. Toyokazu Matsumodo, N.Y. W.T. Wilson, Utah

Tony Hogg, Fla. Jay Miller, Idaho Wind River Honey Co., Wyo.

How to Contact Your Congressional Representative

Representatives Senate
Write: The Honorable Write: The Honorable
United States House of Representatives United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510
Call: 202.225.3121 Call: 202.224.3121
Ask for your representative’s office Ask for your senator’s office and
and request to speak to the agricultural aide. request to speak to the agricultural aide.
E-mail: To locate and e-mail your representatives and senators, visit www.congress.gov.
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SHOW YOUR

A true classic! Made of 100% brushed cotton twill fabric, this ball cap
features a low profile and self-closure with side buckle. One size fits all.

Tagless for the ultimate in comfort, this pocket T-shirt is 100-percent,
pre-shrunk cotton and features double-needle stitching throughout.
Available in medium, large and extra large.

With sturdy construction, a generous cut and soft garment washing,
this 100-percent cotton shirt features double-needle stitching
throughout, a button-down collar, adjustable cuffs and tuck-in tail.
Available in mens’ medium, large, extra large; and ladies’ large or
extra large.

(continued from page 3)

In addition to multiple networking opportunities, an A Word From One of
always-crowded exhibit hall and yet another extremely i 8 & Customers;
well-attended Kids and Bees Program, the ABF n 0 zeV It : ;:ﬁwwquwmmm:f
crowned 2012 American Honey Queen Alyssa Fine i m.TS’H'““"’”'“'“"”“
from Pennsylvania, and Danielle Dale from Wisconsin
was crowned 2012 American Honey Princess. All Natural ;
Whole Plant Polyphenol %E
] ] Food Supplement -
Plans are already in full swing for the 2013 North
American Beekeeping Conference & Tradeshow, which Your Partner In Helping 0 PTI MA
will be held at The Hershey Lodge in Hershey, Pa., Maintain The Intestinal HEALTHIER BEES
. . ) Integrity And Health Of FOR
Jan. 8-12, 2013. The latest conference information will Your Honeybee Colonies. MAXIMUM PRODUCTION
be posted to the ABF Web site in the coming months.
Be sure to make your plans now to attend! ﬁﬂwﬁm e i g 25 el T
-‘rﬁﬁaﬂ FODD SUPPLEMENT
;_t{lir fﬂ? CONTAIMING WHOLE
PLANT POLYPHEMOLS
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your North American Dealer n“m"::“":’m
for all your Nozevit, Nozevit
Plus and Optima needs. T A e
wanw. Nozevit.com - wew NozevitPlus.com - www. OptimaBee.com
Nazevit Insemational - International Patents, Regestrations, and Copyrights apply.

Apimonida President Gilles Ratia spoke to a packed
house on the future of the international
beekeeping organization.
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Top Honors Given During ®00

2012 American Honey Show

ABF members Tim Tucker, of Niotaze, Kansas, and Charles Lorence, of Aurora, lllinois, took top honors at the
2012 American Honey Show. Tucker’s Extra Light Amber Honey won Best of Show — Honey, and Lorence’s Chunk
Honey received Best of Show — Related ltems.

The two were among 57 entries in the show, which was held during the 2012 North American Beekeeping Conference
& Tradeshow in Las Vegas, Nevada. The entries were auctioned to benefit the American Honey Queen Program. The

winning entries were:

CLASS A - WATER WHITE HONEY
SPONSOR - Sioux Honey Association
1. James & Karen Belli — Wadsworth, IL
2. Charles Lorence — Aurora, IL

3. Jim Rodenberg — Wolf Point, MT

CLASS B - EXTRA WHITE HONEY
SPONSOR - Dutch Gold Honey, Inc.

1. Judy & Lloyd Schmaltz — Clarkston, Ml
2. James & Karen Belli - Wadsworth, IL
3. Charles Lorence — Aurora, IL

CLASS C - WHITE HONEY

SPONSOR - Golden Heritage Foods LLC
1. Charles Lorence — Aurora, IL

2. James & Karen Belli - Wadsworth, IL
3. Glenda Wooten - Palo Cedro, CA

CLASS D - EXTRA LIGHT AMBER
HONEY

SPONSOR - Pierco, Inc.

1. Tim Tucker — Niotaze, KS

2. James & Karen Belli - Wadsworth, IL
3. Virginia Webb — Clarkesville, GA

CLASS E - LIGHT AMBER HONEY
SPONSOR - Ashurst’s American
Honey & Beekeeping

1. Virginia Webb — Clarkesville, GA

2. Charles Lorence — Aurora, IL

3. James & Karen Belli - Wadsworth, IL

CLASS F - AMBER HONEY
SPONSOR - Burleson’s

1. Virginia Webb - Clarkesville, GA

2. James & Karen Belli - Wadsworth, IL

CLASS G - DARK HONEY

SPONSOR - GloryBee Foods, Inc.

1. Tim Tucker — Niotaze, KS

2. James & Karen Belli - Wadsworth, IL
3. Charles Lorence — Aurora, IL
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CLASS H - CHUNK HONEY
SPONSOR - Meeting Expectations, Inc.
1. Charles Lorence — Aurora, IL

CLASS | - ROUND COMB SECTIONS
SPONSOR - Ross Rounds

1. Judy & Lloyd Schmaltz — Clarkston, Ml
2. Jim Rodenberg — Wolf Point, MT

3. Charles Lorence — Aurora, IL

CLASS J - COMB SECTION HONEY
SPONSOR - Walter T. Kelley Co.
1. Charles Lorence — Aurora, IL

CLASS K - CUT COMB HONEY
SPONSOR - CompleteBee.com
1. Charles Lorence — Aurora, IL
2. Carmen Conrad —

Canal Winchester, OH

CLASS L - CREAMED HONEY
SPONSOR - Mann Lake Ltd.

1. Richard Spiegel - Honokaa, HlI

2. John Piechowski — Redgranite, WI
3. Anna Trapani — Clarksburg, NJ
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CLASS M - BEESWAX BLOCK
SPONSOR - Dadant & Sons

1. Derald Kettlewell — Greenfield, WI
2. Virginia Webb — Clarksville, GA

3. Stan Wasitowski — Flemington, NJ

CLASS N - ARTISTIC BEESWAX
SPONSOR - Texas Insurance &
Financial Services

1. Liz Vaenoski — Clinton, WI

CLASS O - BEESWAX CANDLES
SPONSOR - Ellingson’s, Inc.
1. Virginia Webb - Clarksville, GA
2. Carmen Conrad -

Canal Winchester, OH
3. Angelo Trapani — Clarksburg, NJ

CLASS P - ARTISTIC BEESWAX
CANDLES

SPONSOR - Bee Culture Magazine
1. Virginia Webb - Clarksville, GA

2. Angelo Trapani — Clarksburg, NJ

CLASS Q - HONEY GIFT BASKET
SPONSOR - Central Life Sciences
1. Tim Tucker — Niotaze, KS
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The Bees have been eating
pollen for 100,000,000 years

Maybe it is what they need.

Call Bruce: 800-875-0096
e-mail: bruce@ccpollen.com

CC Pollen Co

2527 Tierra Buena Road (530) 674-3881 Heitkam’s Honey Bees
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Log on and plug in today!

“Member of New World Carniolan Project”
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ABF Recognizes Outstanding

00

Contributions to the Beekeeping Industry
During Annual Conference

Each year during the North American Beekeeping Conference & Tradeshow, the ABF takes the time to recognize a
member for his or her “outstanding and significant contributions to the leadership of the ABF and the U.S. beekeeping
and honey industry” with the presentation of the ABF President’s Award. Past recipients of this award include such
long-term members as Gene Brandi, Binford Weaver, Liz Vaenoski, Randy Johnson and others. These individuals all
possess a deep respect and passion for beekeeping and the honey bee, and the 2012 recipients of this prestigious
award are no different — Laurence P. Cutts, of Chipley, Fla., and Donald Schmidt, of Winner, S.D.

Donald Schmidt
by George Hansen, ABF President

As a long standing member of the ABF and as a past
president, Don Schmidt has always supported the causes
of the organization. While an officer he exemplified the
ideal of the citizen advocate for the industry. He spent a
tremendous amount of time in the halls of government
working for the benefit of the beekeepers. Always
levelheaded and organized, he has accomplished a lot
for us in past Farm Bills, trade issues and recently in the
area of GMO policies.

Recently retired from beekeeping, Don and his wife,
Lucille, have run bees for honey production in South
Dakota. He and his brothers took over their father’s
operation, and Don eventually bought out his brothers.
At the time he became ABF president, the honey loan
and price support issues were critical, as were Chinese
anti-dumping later on. Don has always been a leader
in industry issues and a deserving recipient of the ABF
President’s Award.

Donald Schmidt expresses his gratitude while accepting the
2012 President’s Award during the ABF Annual Banquet.
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Laurence P. Cutts
by Dave Mendes, ABF Past President

The ABF President’s Award is given to ABF members
who have demonstrated “outstanding and significant”
contributions to the beekeeping industry. Laurence Cutts fits
this description. As a third-generation beekeeper he grew
up with bee venom and honey in his blood. When his father
tried to send him to college so he could make something
of himself, he returned home within a few months telling
his dad that he had “learned all they could teach him.” His
father decided to put him digging ditches for the next several
months thinking this would make Laurence reconsider going
back to school. No such luck! The beekeeping industry has
been the beneficiary of this decision.

Laurence Cutts (right) accepts the 2012

President’s Award from ABF Past President Dave Mendes.

Laurence worked in the family beekeeping business and
expanded the queen and package production delivering
bees to the Eastern United States and Canadian Maritime
Provinces. The introduction of the tracheal mite in 1984
changed his life as the Canadian border was closed.
When the chief apiary inspector position became
available in Florida, Laurence was hired and kept this job
until his retirement in 2005. These were turbulent times
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for U.S. beekeepers, as we dealt with the introduction of
tracheal mites, varroa mites and small hive beetles.

Florida was “lucky” to deal with each of these pests first.
The rest of the country was fortunate that Florida had an
intelligent and sensible apiary inspection program that
pioneered the challenges of state quarantines and hive
eradication programs. As a commercial beekeeper in
Florida, | was very glad that we had the full cooperation
of our Department of Agriculture to help us work
through these problems. Laurence was instrumental
in coordinating cooperation between beekeepers and
the research community. As Florida’s chief inspector,
Laurence travelled all over the country and the world to
share information. Florida continues to be a leader in
honey bee research.

00

Since his retirement from the state, Laurence has
continued to help the beekeeping industry by teaching
beekeeping classes locally and support the activities
of the ABF and Florida State Beekeepers Association
(FSBA). He has been president of the FSBA several times
and regularly attends and supports ABF conferences. The
ABF Honey Queens have marked him as an easy sell for
sweepstakes tickets, and Laurence has entertained many
ABF banquets as auctioneer or with one of his original
songs. His smile is contagious and he is always willing to
share his beekeeping knowledge and skills with others.

BUYING HONEY FROM
ALL PARTS OF THE U.S.

For a Quote, Call Toll Free:

1-800-530-5827

Send us a sample:
Golden Heritage Foods, LLC
120 Santa Fe Street

Arlen Penner
VP, Honey Procurement
apenner@ghflic.com
Phone: (620) 947-3173
Fax: (620) 947-3640

Hillsboro, KS 67063

Supplying
Quality

Honey

Bob Loewen
Honey Buyer
bloewen@ghfllc.com

Fax: (620) 947-3640

Nationwide

Phone: (620) 947-3173
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Foundation Update Llele

By Troy Fore, Executive Director, Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees

The Trustees of the Foundation for the Preservation of Honey
Bees honored two persons for service to the Foundation and the
beekeeping industry during the Las Vegas conference.

Dr. Marion Ellis, photo at right, was presented a Founder’s Award
for his scientific and educational contributions. A researcher and
extension specialist at the University of Nebraska, Dr. Ellis has
been a Foundation Trustee since 2003. The award was presented
by Foundation Executive Director Troy Fore. In accepting the
award, Dr. Ellis expressed the gratification he received assisting
the Foundation programs for young people.

In the photo below, Trustee George Hansen presents an award
to Kim Lehman of Austin, Texas, who has been coordinating
the Kids and Bees Program for the Foundation for 17 years.
The Trustees asked Hansen to present Lehman with one of his
encaustic paintings of a beehive. She, too, commented on her joy
in introducing children to bees and honey.

A GIFT OF SUPPORT

The trustees of the Foundation
encourage you to include the
Foundation in your charitable

and business contribution
considerations. Send your
contributions to: FPHB
P.O. Box 1445
Jesup, GA 31598-1445.
Or, donate online at
www.honeybeepreservation.org.

Foundation Donations

The following ABF members made general contributions to the ABF Foundation during the
months of November and December 2011.

Craig Byer, N.Y. James Mills, S.C. Jeffrey Stone, N.C.
Jason Conrad, Calif. Micheal Risk, Mich. Donna Thoma, Wis.

Tony Hogg, Fla. Mario Rodriguez, Calif. John G. Thomas, Texas
E. Randall Johnson, Idaho Valeri Severson, Calif. Stan Umlauft, Calif.
Edward Karle, Mass. AnnaStedina, Idaho W.T. Wilson, Utah

Jay Miller, Idaho Bruce Steele, Calif.
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nt via e-mail monthly to all ABF
embers, ABF E-Buzz is a key member
enefit and is published to inform
members about ABF activities, as well

as key happenings in the beekeeping
industry. If you haven’t been receiving

the newsletter, please be sure to contact
the ABF office at info@abfnet.org or
404.760.2875 to ensure we have your
most up-to-date contact information.

Iso, if you wish to contribute content to
€ newsletter, please contact Tim Tucker,
E-Buzz editor, at tuckerb@hit.net. We
me your submissions!

From the Vice President
(continued from page 6)

beekeeper with just 60 or so hives. It has been great
meeting so many people from around the world and
establishing lifelong relationships with incredibly
interesting people. | discovered that all beekeepers
aren’t crazy, or perhaps | just don’t notice since |
caught the disease, as well.

To be honored with the opportunity to serve this
federation as vice president is the highpoint in my life
as a beekeeper. | appreciate the faith the members
of the ABF have placed in my abilities by electing
me to this position and | will do the best | can to fill
the shoes of those before me.

| look forward to working with ABF President
George Hansen, the ABF Board of Directors and
our excellent management staff to build a stronger
membership and help meet the needs of the
industry in the coming year. | will be asking some of
you for help and guidance on this journey, so thank
you in advance. And thanks to you all for being such
wonderful friends over the years.
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ABF “Conversation with a
Beekeeper” Webinar Series

The ABF Education Committee has been hard at work developing
new ways to keep members engaged and informed in between
ABF annual conferences each year. To this end, the new
online educational Webinar series titled “Conversation with a
Beekeeper” was introduced back in October 2011 and was a
resounding success!

The purpose of these educational sessions is to connect ABF

members on a national level with industry leaders and experts. If
you would like to be a guest speaker or recommend someone for
the task, please contact Robin Lane, ABF executive director, at
robinlane@abfnet.org or 404.760.2875.

ABF members that were unable to attend the October session
featuring Jerry Hayes can download and experience the
presentation at their convenience. Just visit the ABF Web site
at www.abfnet.org and click on the “Education & Events” tab,
“Conversation with a Beekeeper Webinar Series.”

New sessions are in the works! Keep an eye on the monthly ABF
E-Buzz newsletter and the ABF Web site for more details.




Queen Committee Report
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By Anna Kettlewell, Honey Queen Program Chair

On behalf of the American Honey Queen Committee,
| welcome our 2012 American Honey Queen Alyssa
Fine of Pennsylvania and our 2012 American Honey
Princess Danielle Dale of Wisconsin to the ABF family.
These two women will have a busy year representing
us at promotional and educational events. They are
ready and eager to promote in your states; both have
expressed their enthusiasm for expanding the American
Honey Queen and Princess’s reach into states we’ve not
visited in many years and continuing our ongoing goal of
reaching at least 30 states through promotions.

The American Honey Queen Program exceeded our
30-state promotional goal in 2011. | thank 2011 American
Honey Queen Teresa Bryson and 2011 American Honey
Princess Allison Adams for an extremely successful year
of promotions. Combined, their promotions spanned 31
states, and they garnered over $350,000 worth of free
publicity for the beekeeping industry. Their work was
remarkable, and 2011 marked the program’s first year
venturing into the world of Facebook.

In 2012, the American Honey Queen Committee is eager
to continue a strong promotional record, and we again
will strive to reach 30 unique states for promotional
visits. We would also like the Queen and Princess to visit
states where we have not visited in several years. Some
of these states include Michigan, New Mexico, Vermont,
South Carolina, Alabama, Idaho, Utah, South Dakota,
Arkansas and Oklahoma. If you have an event, such as a
county or state fair, large farmers’ market, garden show,
honey festival or store promotion, please contact me
to arrange to have Queen Alyssa or Princess Danielle
participate in the event. We would be pleased to work
with you to arrange for additional events, such as school
visits, civic group presentations and media interviews,
for such a visit.

The ABF conference is always a very busy time for
the Queen Committee. | thank every member of the
American Honey Queen Committee for their hard work
at this conference and throughout the year. Their work
makes the program run smoothly each year and makes
it as successful as it is. | also extend the committee’s
gratitude to every attendee of the conference who
purchased raffle tickets from the queens, participated in
the American Honey Show, bid on and purchased honey
from the American Honey Show, Quiz Bowl and banquet
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auctions, and who assisted the program in any way at the
conference. Your support will allow Alyssa and Danielle to
promote in more locations throughout the country.

As you will read in their articles, Alyssa and Danielle
have already hit the ground running on their promotions,
having just completed their media training session in
late January in lowa and Wisconsin. | extend a big thank
you to Louann Hausner for helping to make the training

Queen Alyssa and Princess Danielle participated in virtual
training through online video chats with Queen Committee
members in January.

session productive for the Queen and Princess! | also
send special thanks to Jolene (Hoefs) McNutt (2006
American Honey Queen) and Lisa Schluttenhofer (2010
American Honey Queen), who also served as trainers
at this year’s training session. Through Skype (online
video chat), Jolene and Lisa conducted training on social
media, blogging and online video creation with the Queen
and Princess. Using Skype allowed for more thorough
training on these media, and we believe that Alyssa and
Danielle will make tremendous progress utilizing many
forms of communication this year.

Alyssa and Danielle have several promotions scheduled
in the upcoming months, and they are ready and eager
to visit your state soon and to reach the goals that they
have set for the year. Please contact me as soon as
possible to start planning your promotion with the Queen
or Princess. You may contact me at honeyqueen99@
hotmail.com or 414.545.5514 to discuss promotion
opportunities and trip requests. Alyssa, Danielle and |
look forward to a successful year of work for the ABF
and the beekeeping industry.
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Friends of the Bee Fund Contributions 00

The following ABF members contributed to the Friends of the Bee Fund during the months of November and December
2011. These donations enable us to fund educational programs and services that will benefit ABF members and the
American beekeeping industry.

e Kristin Molanda, Texas e Stan Umlauft, Calif.
(In Honor of Sally Roy and Peter Nelson) ¢ Robert Koehnen, Calif.
e Catherine Courter, N.Y. ¢ Becky and Ted Jones, Conn.

(In Honor of Craig Intinarelli)

Support the World’s Most Beneficial Insect

The honey bee today faces it’s largest challenge in its long Become a friend of the bee with your donation of $25, $50
history — its continued survival. Factors fighting against the  or $100. Donate today and receive a stylish Friends of the

honey bee include: Bee bumper sticker...and help us tip the balance back in favor
of the honey bee. Contact the ABF at 404.760.2875 for a
e Parasitic varroa mites that not only affect colony donation form. Thank you for “bee-friending” the honey bee!

numbers, but vector over a dozen viruses that affect
honey bee health.

e Continued loss of habitat due to urban expansion and
the even larger problem of monocultural practices of
modern agriculture.

e Challenging weather extremes that can affect honey bee
health due to drought and floral degradation.

¢ Increased use of pesticides affecting all beneficial insects.

o peekeeping Fed@
1
U,
%

e‘\oa
¢ \—

Friends 2= Bee
Www, abfnet.o'9

%

With your generous donation you can help protect the honey
bee habitat, aid in the fight against Colony Collapse Disorder
(CCD), encourage government-sponsored research, assist in
the battle against adulterated honey in the marketplace and
help ensure the continued role of the honey bee in pollinating
1/3 of our food supply.

Bee Culture

FHE MAGAZINE OF AMERICAN BEEKEEPING
Don’t Miss Even One Exciting Issue of Bee Culture Magazine filled
with everything you want to know about:

* Bees * Beekeeping * Beekeepers ° ‘
e How-To’s * Honey Report ¢ Profiles * Recipes °
* Funny Stories * Research * Something For Everybody °

Send check to Bee Culture Magazine
623W. Liberty, Medina, OH 44256 or call 800-289-7668
Ext. 3220 with credit card

American Beekeeping Federation Newsletter — January/February 2012 17



From the Honey Queen
by Alyssa Fine, 2012 American Honey Queen

Greetings beekeepers! My name is Alyssa Fine and | have
been selected to represent you as the 2012 American
Honey Queen. | would like to take this opportunity to tell
you more about myself and how excited | am to travel
across the United States promoting the importance of the
honey bee in our everyday lives.

| was raised in the small town of Monongahela in
southwestern Pennsylvania. My father was a small scale
beekeeper before | was born, so | grew up with a strong
beekeeping background. It was not uncommon for my
father to visit my classrooms in his
bee suit and amaze my classmates
with the inner workings of the hive.
Over time, that hobby grew into
a sideline family business, and
today we manage approximately
100 hives throughout our area. My
role in the business is to develop
beeswax and honey cosmetics. |
am a 2010 graduate of Penn State
with a degree in Agribusiness
Management, and my goal is to
work with my family to expand the
business and really become more
involved in the beekeeping aspect,
as well.

| was thrilled to be selected to
represent the beekeeping and
honey industries this year, but
| knew that | would not be fully
prepared for this position without
proper training. From January 26-
31, | traveled to Milwaukee, Wis.,
and Davenport, lowa, to begin that
training process alongside 2012
American Honey Princess Danielle
Dale. During the week of training,
Anna Kettlewell covered many
methods of promoting honey bees
and beekeeping. One of our first
training tasks was an overview of social media outlets.
Via online video messaging sessions with Jolene McNutt
and Lisa Schluttenhofer, we learned how to update our
Facebook page and children’s blog. Social media tools
allow us to connect with hundreds or even thousands of
people at one time. Danielle and | also plan to utilize the
video web site, YouTube, to post short videos throughout

18
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the year that expound upon aspects of beekeeping that
might be hard to describe during a presentation.

In addition to social media, we covered a wide array
of presentations, cooking demonstrations and media
interviews. Danielle and | practiced our basic school
presentations before critiquing the information that we
had covered, and determining which facts we needed
to add and which were acceptable to cut for a shorter
amount of time, as well. With Anna’s help, we now have
solid presentations that can be delivered in 20 minutes

Queen Alyssa speaks to fourth graders in
Davenport, lowa, about honey bees and their importance in agriculture.

or shortened and lengthened accordingly. Danielle and |
also prepared each delicious new recipe featured in our
brochures. You can see our recipe brochure on the ABF’s
web site on the Honey Queen Program page!

During our media interview training, we discussed with
Louann Hausner how we need to be prepared for interviews.
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Before jumping into this idea,
Danielle and | were asked to
develop three key messages
that relate to the beekeeping
and honey industries. My
favorite key message states,
“Every person has the power
to protect the honey bee.”
This statement leads the
interviewer to ask in what
ways we can help, allowing
me to describe ways in
which people of all ages and
backgrounds can protect and
provide for the honey bee
and ensure its survival. Media
interviews were challenging,
but | will practice these skills
again and again throughout
this year.

Atthe end of training, Danielle
and | put all of our learned
skills into practice when
we visited three schools in
the Quad Cities area. One
of my presentations was
to fourth graders studying
insect biology. It was a
pleasure to give them some
insight on a specific insect
while also teaching them
why honey bees are so vital
to agriculture. We finished
up the week in Milwaukee
visiting two schools where
| reached another 220
students through five
presentations.

At the conclusion of training,
I am confident in my role
as 2012 American Honey
Queen. | am anxious and
excited as | look forward to
my first month of promotions.

Queen Alyssa helps out in the Florida State Beekeepers Association booth at the
Florida State Fair by serving orange and strawberry honey muffins.

Queen Alyssa serves a barbecued beef taco plate made with honey during a
cooking demonstration at the Lumberton, Miss., United Methodist Church.

Facebook by searching for the American Honey Queen

If you’d like to invite Danielle or me to your event, contact Program page. Thank you again for this opportunity to
Anna Kettlewell at 414.545.5514 or honeyqueen99@ o6 you. | look forward to meeting you on the road!
hotmail.com for more information. You may also visit our

blog at www.buzzingacrossamerica.com or “like” us on
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From the Honey Princess
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by Danielle Dale, 2012 American Honey Princess

Hello fellow beekeepers! It is a great honor to have been
selected as your 2012 American Honey Princess. I'm
excited to travel nationwide this year and promote the
beekeeping industry to the absolute best of my ability.

I grew up in the small town of Sparta, Wis., and am a
sophomore at Western Technical College in LaCrosse,
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Princess Danielle teaches second

graders in Franklin, Wis., about how a queen

bee is produced.

Wis. | plan on obtaining a bachelor’s degree in marketing
or communications. | am also a third-generation
beekeeper and beekeeping is in my heritage on both
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sides of my family. | received my first hive when | was
12 years old, and | have had several hives every year
since then. It has been a long time dream of mine to be
a national representative for the American Beekeeping
Federation, because | love to teach the public about the
importance of honey bees and the beekeeping industry.
Since |, too, am a beekeeper, | am invested in the future
of this organization. | would like to
thank the Wisconsin Honey Producers
Association for all the opportunities
| was given to promote the industry
as the 2011 Wisconsin Honey Queen
and for sponsoring me. | also thank
my family for all of their support in
this new endeavor. | look forward to
the opportunity to promote honey and
beekeeping across the United States
with Queen Alyssa.

Shortly after the North American
Beekeeping Conference & Tradeshow
in Las Vegas, my official travels began.
From January 26-31, Queen Alyssa
and | attended a training session in
Milwaukee, Wis., and Davenport, lowa,
to prepare for the productive year
of promotions we have ahead of us.
During training we practiced school
presentations, cooking demonstrations
and we spent much time preparing
for media interviews. We were also
trained through Skype (online video
conference) sessions with members of
the American Honey Queen Committee
to make better use of the American
Honey Queen and Princess blog (www.
buzzingacrossamerica.com) and the
American Honey Queen Program
Facebook page. We also developed
three goals that we will strive to
accomplish this year for the ABF.

N

One of my goals is to present to at
least 25 civic organizations. Civic
groups, such as 4-H, Boy and Girl
Scouts, homemakers groups, Lions Clubs and church
clubs are great additions to any promotion, and | would
love to present to these groups in your state. Another

American Beekeeping Federation Newsletter — January/February 2012



00

combined goal Alyssa
and | have is to expand
our YouTube channel by
creating educational videos
for the public to view, most
notably children who would
visit our blog. My third goal
is to give at least 35 media
interviews this year. | look
forward to working with you
to accomplish these goals!

In addition to learning about
media relations, including
how to effectively use our key
messages in every interview,
Alyssa and | spoke in the
Quad Cities region during
our stay. We presented to
four different schools in

Princess Danielle shares her drone knowledge with interested students at Davenport and Bettendorf,

Ambherst Elementary School in Amherst, Wis.

Aided by an eager Girl Scout in Mindoro, Wis., Princess Danielle
demonstrates how Holiday Honey Punch is made.
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reaching over 150

elementary school students.
We taught them about the importance of the
honey bee for pollination, beekeeping in the
United States and lowa, and the products
of the hive. In Wisconsin, we presented
in individual classrooms and in assembly
settings, which allowed us to adjust our key
messages to fit the audience. | would like to
thank Anna Kettlewell and Louann Hausner
for hosting Alyssa and me and preparing us
to be the best representatives possible for
the beekeeping industry.

There is still time to get your promotion
requests in for this year! Alyssa and | would
love to help you in any way that we can
this year. Please contact Anna Kettlewell
at honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or
414.545.5514 to schedule an event with us.
Also, be sure to “like” our Facebook page
to follow Alyssa and me as we promote
across America. We would like to have over
500 Facebook fans by the end of the year!
Thank you again for the opportunity to be a
spokesperson for this industry.
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= Unparalleled fit and best finish in the industry
«  Standard outside dimensions work with any

«  Full 127 thick bottom bar

uncapper

= Frames Thot Are

Keady When
You Are!

= Standard width bottom bar

*  Includes Waxed Rite-Cell® Foundation

= Fits all standard equipment

*  Glued joints

= Assembled with 1 1/27 resin coated staples

Assembled Frames
Caseof 10 Bulk Quantities
Item# | Price Itemd# Price Per Item 100 - 5000 600+

Size Each Each JCase of 10| Case of 10 | Each Bulk | Frames | Frames
9 1/8” Natural | WW-900| $3.45 | WW-906 528.50 WW-900 b | S2.30 | CALL
9 1/8" Black |WW-899| $3.45 § WW-894 S28.50 WW-299 b | S2.30 | CALL
7 1/4" Natural | WW-915] 53.45 | WW-916 §28.50 WW-915 b | 5230 | CALL
6 1/4" Natural | WW-920| S3.45 §| WW-924 $26.50 WW-920 b | S2.20 | CALL
6 1/4" Black |Ww-924| 53.45 | WW-0934 826.50 WW-924 b 220 | CALL

Top View

MANN LAKE
WE KNOW BEES

—_— Standard Wax Coated Plastic Frame

= Available with 100% US beeswax coating
* Food grade plastic

= 4.9 cell size

* One piece design requires no assembly

= Impervious to wax moth or rodent damage

Free Shipgring applies fo mead dders over S 1) ahipped standand groumd service within
Eht lipwer A8 shates Prices amd free shipping ofler are sidbject 1 clange witho jetice | —

Standard Wax Coated Plastic Frames EE
Small Quantities Caseof 10 Bulk 30 Frame Case %
ltem# | Each ltem# | Price Per ltem# |30 - 180] 210+
Size Each | 1-9 QCaseof 10{Case of 10§Each Bulk| Frames |Frames Call About
9 1/8" Natural |PF-100] %295 PF-106 $24.50 QPF-100 bl 52,10 | $1.90 Bk E'E
9 1/8" Black [PF-105] $2.95 PE-116 $24.50 Q§PF-105 b| 52.10 | $1.90 | Quantity .
6 1/4” Natural |PF-120] $2.75 | PF-126 | $23.50 JPF-120 b| $1.85 | s1.72 |Piscounts!
6 1/4" Black  |PF-125] $2.75 | PF-136 $23.50 QPF-125 b| $1.85 | $1.72
Mann Lake Ltd. 800-880-7694

An Employee Owned Company www.mannlakeltd.com
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Fax
www.smittybeehoney.com
tony@smittybeehoney.com

A BUYER OF HONEY
& BEESWAX

Phone 888-4MY-HONY (469-4669) Tony Schmitz - Purchasing
888-4MY-HUNY ( 469-4869) Slnllt‘& Bee H{}ne}r

Send Samples to:

208 Main Avenue
Defiance, IA 51527

From the President
(continued from page 5)

Most of us want to know practical things to improve
our beekeeping and look to organizations like the ABF
to provide some of that information. We are working
to provide Web-based beekeeping instruction as a
benefit for our members. And watch for our second
“Conversation with a Beekeeper” Webinar sometime
soon. At a time when membership is falling in clubs and
organizations of all kinds, from bowling leagues to PTAs,
our membership is doing a pirouette. To continue to
shimmy, we will need to keep up the contacts with state
beekeeping associations, and to offer more and more
practical benefits to the beekeeping community.

Currently, the Board is working on the committee goals.
The Conference Committee is beginning program plans
for the 2013 conference in Hershey, Pa. We have a

Know a new beekeeper?
Introduce them to the

American Beekeeping Federation!

www.abfnet.org
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proposal for changing the election procedure for ABF
board members and officers to mull over and then
decide if we wish to pursue the concept. | have asked
Vice President Tim Tucker to work with his membership
committee to generate ideas to strengthen the State
Delegates Assembly. First contacts with the American
Honey Producers Association on a future joint conference
have been made. It takes two to tango.

I am in California placing the last of my bees in almonds
tonight, February 10, and will be in Washington, D.C.,
working on the Farm Bill and Department of Labor policies
next week. Those are two big dances on opposite coasts.
So, my mobile office rolls on. Hope all is well with you and
your bees, and | hope to get back in my studio soon, but
not to dance.

American Beekeeping
Federation
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Milestones

ratulations to the following ABF members that have reached milestone
during the months of November and December 2011:

10 Years 20 Years 30 Years
rence Cutts, Fla. Roger Hoopingarner, Mich. Wesley Waring,
an Hansen, Ore. Vicki Hull, Minn.
lia Patterson, lowa Donna Thoma, Wis. 35 Years
e Townley, Minn. Gene Brandi, C

25 Years Robert Clark, W
15 Years Alan Baldwin, Wis. Troy Fore, G
nt Vazza, Ore. Jerilyn Honl, Minn. Don Kohn,
B.W. Lemmons, Idaho Eric Mussen
David Shenefield, Ind.

Lucille

00 Yearg)

Est. 1907

& Sons, Inc.

Queens & Package Bees

Ttalians & Carniolans

3131 Highway 45 Glenn, CA 95943 (530) 891-5216 FAX (530) 934-2613

www.koehnen.com ¢ bees@koehnen.com

= Full & Mediurm Despib Langstrotb Dloroasnanions
- Anrmiloinlo i NEW BLACK & S usrvclonrol Yl b

A}?’Bssemb&r required
~NO AGED BY THE HIVE BEETLE

Ameaerican Made = 100%: FDA Approved Food Grade Material

= Dne-Piace Piastic Frama & Foundation
= Full Depth & Medium Daepth Plaastic Foundation = Check out

Beseswnanx Comtad our RNEW
= (@)
Nick Lissauanan
13818 Oaks Avenue, Chino, CA 91710

N ‘ ) INCORPORATED
B00.233.2662
nick@plerco.nat = www.plarco.nat
Cnll for Distributor noearest you
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6-~5/8 PAINTED

SUFER Hive Bopy

Comes AsSEMBLED WiTH 10 - 6-1/4" ger Your 2012 Camugy  Comes AssemsrLeD with 10 - 9-1/87
GROOVED TOP BAR FRAMES WITH ) GROOVED TOP BAR FRAMES WITH
BEESWAX COATED PLASTICELL FOUNDATION BEESWAX COATED PLASTICELL FOUNDATION
INSTALLED IN THE FRAMES, : INSTALLED IN THE FRAMES,
COMMERCIAL GRADE WOOD, PAINTED, COMMERCIAL GRADE WOOD, PAINTED.

C31501P Carronor 1 $46.75 EA. & _!CEIIDIP Caxron of 1 $55.50 EA.
20 or more $43.15 EA. a0 20 or more $51.75 EA.

ble o |
W 6-1/4" GTB/GBB S?mERS 9-1/8" GTB/ GB
" g,

Ry
C76210 C/10 Framss DUP}_E To 75210 C/10 Frames
$26.50 Ea. ICATE $28.50 k.

Gluel&ISide il 3/agToplBarg
UNLIKE SOME, _

Qur AsseMBLED FRAMES

CONTINUE TO FEATURE A
FULL 1/2” THICK BOTTOM BAR
ALONG WITH A
FULL 3/4” THICK TOP BAR.

f e

51 5. SECOND STREET, HAMILTON IL 62341 » PHONE (217) 8B47-3324 + FAX (217) 847-3660 « TOLL FREE 1-888-922-1293
+ CHICO, CA (877) 332-3268 + FRESNO, CA (877) 432-3268 + PARIS, TX (B77) 632-3268 + SIOUX CITY, 1A (877) 732:3268 +
+ WATERTOWN, Wi (877) 232-3268 + ALBION, MI (877) 932-3268 + WAVERLY, NY (877) 532.3268 »
+ CHATHAM, VA (800) 220-8325 + FRANKFORT, KY (888) 932-3268 + HIGH SPRINGS, FL (877) 832-3268
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From the Auxiliary
by Shelley Rodenberg, ABF Auxiliary President

The “Luck Bee a Lady” North American Beekeeping
Conference & Tradeshow held in Las Vegas, Nevada,
was a big success. It was great to see so many people
attending. We were really happy to have Carol Shaw, ABF
Auxiliary past president, join us. A lot of information was
shared and friendships renewed.

Well, I'm sure a lot of the beekeepers are in full swing
trying to keep their bees healthy for pollination duties.
Others are just waiting for spring to arrive. We have had
wonderful winter weather in Montana and appreciate it
after the terrible winter we had last year.

| am pleased to announce that we had quite a few entries
for both the baking contest and the photo contest. Start
thinking about new recipes and taking photos for next
year’s conference in Hershey, Pa. Here are a couple of
winning recipes for you to try and enjoy.

Nutty Noodle Snacks
by Ellen Sundberg

1 c. HONEY

1/4 c. undiluted evaporated milk
1 tsp. vanilla

1 (3 0z.) can chow mein noodles
1 c. chunky peanut butter

2 tbs. flour

Mix together all the ingredients except noodles.
Fold in noodles. Chill dough for 30 minutes. Drop
by tsp. full onto greased cookie sheet. Bake at 350
degrees for 20 minutes.

President Vice President

Q0

Persimmon Coconut
Cake Bar with Coconut
Cream Cheese Icing

by Heather Warneke
2 c. flour e 1 tsp. baking
1/2 c. sugar soda
1 c. HONEY e 1 tsp. salt
1 1/4 c. oil e 1 tsp. cinnamon
4 eggs e 1/2c. nuts

2 c. persimmon e 1/2 c. coconut
pulp

1 tsp. baking

powder

Beat sugar and oil well. Add well-beaten eggs,
then persimmon pulp and rest of ingredients in
order. Bake in greased 9x13 pan in 350-degree
oven for 25 to 35 minutes or until knife in center
comes out clean. Makes 12.

ICING

1/2 stick butter

1 8 oz. pkg. cream cheese
1/2 c. HONEY

1 tsp. vanilla

1/2 c. nuts

1/2 c. coconut

Blend butter and cream cheese. Add rest of
ingredients.
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Shelley Rodenberg
200 E. Johnson Street
Wolf Point, MT 59201

rodnberg@nemontel.net

Lillian Kelley

309 Ridge Creek Lane
Troutville, VA 24175
Ikandlk@ntelos.net

Secretary/Treasurer
Beth Hackenberg

799 Grange Hall Road
Milton, PA 17847

dhhack@evenlink.com

Historian
Rachel Bryson

610 Strite Road
Chambersburg, PA 17202

brysonrachel@yahoo.com
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Past President
Carol Shaw

10910 Anderson Road
Granger, IN 46530

twobeeguys@yahoo.com



— FEDERATION MARKETPLACE

BEE SUPPLIES

Dadant and Sons, Inc 888.922.1293
Fax 217.847.3660, 51 S. 2nd St., Hamilton, IL 62341. Free catalog
upon request or order online at www.dadant.com. Your one-stop
headquarters for all your bee supply needs. The Dadant difference:
Quality, service and value for 145 years!

Draper’s Super Bee Apiaries 800.233.4273
or 570.537.2381, 32 Avonlea Lane, Millerton, PA 16936-9131,
e-mail sales@draperbee.com, Web site www.draperbee.com.
Deluxe Observation Hive, Bee Supplies, Videos and Honey-Related
Information.

Mann Lake Ltd 800.880.7694
501 1st Street South, Hackensack, MN 56452-2589. 1250 Harter
Ave., Woodland, CA 95776-6106. Your headquarters for all bee-
keeping supplies including preassembled and treated woodenware,
feeds, medications, containers, protective equipment, candle mak-
ing supplies and more! www.mannlakeltd.com.

MISCELLANEOUS

ABF Auxiliary 701.537.5214
Secretary/Treasurer, Beth Hackenberg, 799 Grange Hall Rd., Milton,
PA 17847. The Auxiliary is asking for contributions for the American
Honey Queen Fund of 2 cents per day for a year. This will make
additional funds available for our American Honey Queen Diane
Jurchen and American Honey Princess Allison Hull. Let’s help make
this the best year in honey promotion.

Beehive Botanicals 800.233.4483
Beehive Botanicals has been buying Bee Propolis for over 35 years.
Please send your hive scrappings or washed propolis to: 16297 W.

Nursery Rd., Hayward, WI 54843. We pay all shipping charges. Call
ahead if sending large quantities by common carrier.

SYRUP

B & B Honey Farms 507.896.3955
Orderline 1.800.342.4811, Fax: 507.896.4134, Rt. 2, Box 245,
Houston, MN 55943. High fructose corn syrup.

Dadant and Sons, Inc 888.922.1293
Fax 217.847.3660, 51 S. 2nd St., Hamilton, IL 62341. Contact us
now for a competitive quote and quick service on a load of qual-

ity Type 55 or 42 high fructose corn syrup for bee feeding. Sugar
blends available.

Mann Lake Ltd 800.880.7694
501 1st Street South, Hackensack, MN 56452-2589.

Type 55 and Type 42 HFCS available nationwide.

HONEY PACKERS/DEALERS

Burleson’s, Inc 972.937.4810

Fax 972-937-8711, Waxahachie, TX 75165.

&N

Dutch Gold Honey, Inc 717.393.1716
Fax: 717.393.8687, 2220 Dutch Gold Drive, Lancaster, PA 17601-
1997, Web site: www.dutchgoldhoney.com. Packer of Quality
Honey.

Leighton’s Honey, Inc 863.422.1773
1203 Commerce Ave., Haines City, FL 33844. Bonded honey buyer.

MEL-O Honey, Inc 507.263.8599
Fax: 507.263.8611, 515 Cannon Industrial Blvd., Cannon Falls, MN
55009. Buyer/Packer-All grades of honey.

Honey Tree, Inc 800.968.1889
Fax: 517.467.2056, 8570 Monroe Road, Onsted, MI 49265. Visit our
Web site: www.honeytreehoney.com.

Sioux Honey Association 712.258.0638
(home office) Fax: 712.258.1332, Box 388, 301 Lewis Blvd., Sioux
City, IA 51102.

Tropical Blossom Honey Co 386.428.9027
Fax: 386.423.8469, P.O. Box 8, 106 N. Ridgewood Ave., Edgewater,
FL 32132. Please visit our Web site: www.tropicbeehoney.com. We
buy honey and comb honey.

PUBLICATIONS

American Bee Journal 217.847.3324
Hamilton, IL 62341. This magazine is full of interesting and informa-
tive articles on beekeeping. Association members may receive a
25% discount. Please see your association secretary for details.
Send for a free sample copy. Visit our Web site at www.dadant.com.

Bee Culture 800.289.7668
Medina, OH 44256. Bee Culture, the magazine of American beekeep-
ing. Everything for any beekeeper. Find out what thousands and
thousands of American beekeepers already know. Free sample. Call
or write today. Visit the virtual magazine at www.beeculture.com.

The Speedy Bee 912.427.4018
Fax: 912.427.8447, P.O. Box 1317, Jesup, GA 31598-1317.
Subscribe to The Beekeeper’s Newspaper and get the latest news
affecting the beekeeping and honey industry. Free sample copy on
request.

ORGANIZATIONS

IBRA +44 (0) 29-2037-2409
Fax: +44 (0) 5601-135640, 16 North Road, Cardiff, CF1 3DY, UK.
IBRA is the information service for beekeepers, extension workers
and scientists. Members enjoy the benefits of belonging to IBRA,
including Bee World. We need your involvement. Join IBRA - support
this important information network, extend your beekeeping horizons.

Interested in advertising in the Federation Marketplace?

Contact Robin D. Lane, CAE, ABF executive director, at 404.760.2875 or robinlane@abfnet.org.
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American Beekeeping
Federation

2013 North American Beekeeping
Conference & Tradeshow

January 8-12, 2013
Hershey® Lodge
Hershey, Pennsylvania

We are pleased to announce that the 2013 ABF annual conference
will be held at Hershey™ Lodgein Hershey, Pennsylvania.

In addition to lots of chocolate, Hershey offers thrilling attractions,
luxurious accommodations, breathtaking gardens, sweet deals and
mouth-watering treats — Hershey has something for everyone!
This chocolate-coated candy kingdom has grown from Milton S.
Hershey’s company town to an internationally known community;,
complete with a world-class amusement park and resort complex.
Throughout the community, visitors will find reminders of Hershey’s
sweet heritage, from the heavenly smell of chocolate in the making
to streets like Chocolate and Cocoa Avenues that are lined with
Hershey’s Kisses street lights.

Known as Hershey The Sweetest Place On Earth® ,Hershey, Pennsylvania,
is a year-round destination with a wide array of attractions. Hershey
was rated a top family vacation spot by Smart Money and FamilyFun
magazines. So, bring your sweet tooth and make your plans to
join us for the 2013 North American Beekeeping Conference &
Tradeshow. Watch for details on the ABF conference Web site at
www.nabeekeepingconference.com.

HERSHEY

—Lodge— .

American Beekeeping
Federation




