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(EC) indicates Executive Committee member.

Number in parentheses next to Director’s name indicates the year their 
current term ends and whether they are in their 1st or 2nd term.

Directors Representing Commercial Beekeepers SIG

Mario Jakob (EC) 

(2019 – 1st term) 

17732 SE 283rd Ave. 

Umatilla, FL 32784 

P: 352.669.4233  |  F: 352.669.2233 

dandjapiary@aol.com

Dan Winter 

(2018 – 1st term) 

7311 East Port Bay Rd. 

Wolcott, NY 14590 

P: 239.564.0255 

twinter5@rochester.rr.com

Directors Representing Honey Producer-Packer SIG

Randy Fair 

(2019 – 1st term) 

611 Evans Loop 

Mansfield, LA 71052 

P: 318-872-2682 

randy@beebumbler.com 

Robert Sears 

(2018 – 1st term) 

7801 Pershing Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

P: 314-863-5334 

robt.sears@gmail.com 

Directors Appointed by the President

Joan Gunter (EC) 

(2019 – 1st term) 

5735 Hwy. 14 

Towner, ND 58788 

P: 701-537-5214 

jmgunter@hotmail.com

Patty Sundberg (EC) 

(2018 – 1st term) 

Box 1126 

Columbus, MT 59019 

P/F: 406.322.5780 

psundberg@hotmail.com

Directors Representing the State Delegates Assembly

Roger Hoopingarner 

(2018 – 1st term) 

2712 Fontaine Trail 

Holt, MI 48842 

P: 517-709-3514 

rahoopie@gmail.com

Debbie Seib 

(2018 –1st term) 

7784 N Sanctuary Lane 

Mooresville, IN 46158 

P: 317-432-9578 

debbie@seibshoosierhoney.com

Blake Shook (EC) 

(2019 – 2nd term) 

1920 Grassmere Lane, Apt. 1131 

McKinney, TX 75071 

P: 214-886-6899 

blake@desertcreekhoney.com

Darrel Rufer  

(2019 – 1st term) 

3499 75th St. 

SW, Waverly, MN 55390 

P: 763-658-4036 

honeylady50@msn.com 

Directors Representing Small Scale-Sideliner SIG

Emily Brown 

(2019 – 2nd term)  

5425 Kathleen Rd. 

Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

P: 602.881.9877 

emily@azqueenbee.com

Steve Repasky 

(2018 – 2nd term) 

3109 Pioneer Ave. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15226 

P: 412.445.7872 

srepasky@gmail.com

Directors Representing Package Bee & Queen Breeders SIG

Philip Russell 

(2019 – 1st term) 

2522 Tierra Buena Rd. 

Yuba City, CA 95993 

P: 530-674-3881 

philip@strachanbees.com

Jonathan Millet 

(2018 – 2nd term) 

22368 Lower Pleasant Ridge Rd. 

Greenleaf, ID 83626 

P: 208.863.0855  |  F: 208.896.4700 

treasurevalleybees@gmail.com 

2017 Board of Directors

Interested in advertising? Contact ABF:
Sherrell Bailey, ABF Membership Coordinator – sbailey@abfnet.org 

3525 Piedmont Road   /  Building Five, Suite 300  /  Atlanta, GA 30305 

P: 404.760.2875  /  F: 404.240.0998  /  info@abfnet.org   /  www.abfnet.org

PRESIDENT

Gene Brandi (EC)  

15346 S. Johnson Rd. 

Los Banos, CA  93635 

P: 209.826.2881  |  F : 209.826.1881 

gbrandi@sbcglobal.net

VICE PRESIDENT

Tim May (EC)  

18804 Lincoln Rd. 

Harvard, IL 60033 

P: 815.568.6010 

tim@sunnyhillhoney.com

PAST PRESIDENT

Tim Tucker (EC) 

366 Road 32 

Niotaze, KS 67355 

P/F: 620.879.2926 

tuckerb@hit.net

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Regina K. Robuck (non-voting) 

3525 Piedmont Rd., Bldg. 5, Ste 300 

Atlanta, GA 30305 

P: 404-760-2887 

reginarobuck@abfnet.org
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Perspectives in Beekeeping: 
75th Anniversary ABF Conference & Tradeshow

by: Gene Brandi
ABF President

Some fortunate individuals, 

indeed some of our ABF 

members, have had the 

good fortune to live for 75 

years or more.  A very small 

number of folks have been 

blessed to be married for 

75 years and celebrate their 

diamond anniversary. 75 

years is a long time for an 

organization to survive, but 

that is how old the American 

Beekeeping Federation(ABF) 

will be in 2018. Since its 

humble beginnings in 1943, 

there were times when the 

organization struggled 

to survive financially but the dedicated members and officers dug 

deep and kept the organization afloat. The 75th Anniversary ABF 

Conference & Tradeshow at the Grand Sierra Resort in Reno, Nevada, 

January 9-13, 2018, will be a celebration of the fact t the ABF has 

survived for a quarter of a century. It continues serving the interests 

of the nation’s beekeeping industry. The ABF is the oldest and largest 

national bee industry organization and our membership continues 

to grow. I would also like to recognize our premium sponsors, who 

have supported ABF throughout the years and continued to do so. 

Platinum: Barkman Honey; Dadant and Sons; Healthy Bees and 

Mann Lake. Gold: Beekeeping Insurance Services. Silver: Brushy 

Mountain Bee Farm. Bronze: A & O Forklift; ApiHoldings, LLC; Bayer 

Bee Care and Strong Microbials. Thank you! 

In concert with the 75th Diamond Anniversary theme, our first 

keynote speaker on Wednesday morning January 10 will be Mr. 

Morris Weaver of Montgomery, Texas Morris will present a history of 

the American Beekeeping Federation. Morris has the distinction of 

being the longest tenured member of the ABF, having first joined in 

1945. He is also the earliest serving living past President of the ABF, 

having served for two years in 1975-76. Morris is a storehouse of 

information and has a wealth of historical knowledge about the ABF 

from his own personal experiences. This will be a very special and 

unique keynote address that you will not want to miss.

Dr. Jamie Ellis, the Gahan Associate Professor of Entomology at the 

University of Florida, will deliver the second keynote presentation: 

“Addressing the Sustainability of Beekeeping in the 21st Century” 

on Friday, January 12. Jamie is recognized as a world-renowned 

honey bee scientist and extension apiculturist who has grown the 

University of Florida honey bee research program to the point that a 

new, larger bee lab in being constructed to accommodate the needs 

of his program. Jamie’s keynote address will surely be one of the 

conference highlights.

The conference speakers will cover a variety of topics during general 

sessions including reports on research projects, new varroa control 

information, honey market and other honey information, pesticide 

issues, as well as a host of other topics including beekeeper panels 

and even a honey buyer/packer panel. 

First thing Thursday morning there will be four concurrent SIG 

(Shared Interest Groups) sessions of Small Scale/Sideliner, Packaged 

Bee/Queen Breeders, Honey Producer/Packer, and Commercial 

Beekeepers. In mid-morning, there will be three concurrent 

track sessions of Small Scale, Serious Sideliner, and Commercial 

beekeepers. A Thursday evening social event at the Grand Sierra 

Resort will be spirited bowling. It will be fun for all ages! 

The complimentary breakfast for commercial beekeepers has 

become a very popular event that will take place on Saturday 

morning.  A beekeeper panel where current issues are discussed will 

again highlight this morning gathering. Commercial beekeepers can 

bring up to two people for this event. Please remember to add it to 

your registration. We would like to thank Barkman Honey, Cook & 

Beals and Strong Microbials for their sponsorship of this event. 

Don’t forget to enter your best honey and/or beeswax in the 

American Honey Show.  Check out the ABF Conference website 

http://abfconference.com for honey show entry information. 

Everyone will have the opportunity to purchase honey and beeswax 

entries at the honey show auction on Friday afternoon, proceeds 

from which benefit the honey queen program.

The annual ABF Business Meeting will convene on Friday afternoon 

and all members are urged to attend. New officers will be elected, 

2018 resolutions will be presented and discussed, as well as other 

business. Resolutions, which are approved at the business meeting, 

will help set ABF priorities and policies for the officers and Board of 

Directors in 2018 and beyond. Please send any proposed resolutions 

to ABF Vice President, Tim May at tim@sunnyhillhoney.com so they 

can be considered at the conference.

Gene Brandi , ABF President

continued on page 4
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Association Member Subscription
(Rates listed below are discounted below regular rates.)

Prices good through Dec. 31, 2017
3 Yr. $63.75

New Renewal

Return to: American Bee Journal
51 S. 2nd St., Hamilton, IL 62341

www.americanbeejournal.com

Subscriber’s Name
Address
Address
City, State, Zip
Phone
Email

DiscountedAssociation Rates

or Call 1-888-922-1293

The Beekeeper’s Companion Since 1861 
Don’t let your beekeeping

fall behind the times! Published 

Monthly
 Free sample copy upon request

U.S.
1 Yr.  $23.80  2 Yr. $45.05  

Perspectives in Beekeeping – cont. from page 3 

Saturday will feature a variety of workshops which attendees can 

choose to attend. How to breed for mite resistance, mead making, 

how to taste and evaluate honey, bee handling techniques, how 

to “Bee Political,” and a Jerry Hayes “Classroom” are just a few of 

the many topics which will be covered during the three separate 

workshop time slots on Saturday morning and early afternoon.

2017 American Honey Queen, Maia Jaycox, and 2017 American 

Honey Princess, Hope Pettibon, and the 2018 Honey Queen 

candidates will be actively participating in various events throughout 

the convention. The ABF Annual Banquet on Saturday evening will 

be highlighted by the crowning of the 2018 American Honey Queen 

and Princess and the live auction.

Early bird registration is only open until the end of October. 

Registration rates will increase November 1st. Register now and save!

The 75th Anniversary ABF Conference & Tradeshow will be an 

opportunity to spend time at a beautiful hotel and resort complex. 

You can reminisce with old friends and make some new ones, 

discover new ideas that can help to improve your beekeeping, and 

generally have a good time. I cordially invite you to join us at this 

once in a lifetime Grand Diamond Event!  Hope to see you in Reno!
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by: Tim May
ABF Vice President

The honey season is 

winding down here in 

northern Illinois and 

southern Wisconsin. There 

has been a tremendous 

amount of rain in this area 

throughout the summer 

which has negatively 

impacted many beekeeper’s 

crops. After a short yellow 

sweet clover bloom, the 

white sweet clover bloom 

was extensive around 

here. Even with the difficult 

weather conditions, our 

bees did surprisingly well. 

Most of our supers are off 

and mite treatments are in. The bees continue to work the goldenrod 

which is blooming now.

Checking and treating for the varroa mite early and often has 

become so important for beekeepers. It is one of the negative 

variables on bee health 

that we can monitor and 

combat. The other negative 

variables such as pesticides 

and improper forage are 

more difficult to monitor 

and prevent. Our mite levels 

have been relatively low 

this summer with most hives 

registering 0-2 mites per 100 

bees. Even with this low mite 

count we have experienced 

about a 12% colony loss 

already this year.

USDA has released survey 

results from beekeepers 

with at least 5 managed colonies. The survey showed an increase 

in total US colonies from 2,800,000 in 2016 to 2,890,000 in 2017. 

Beekeepers named the varroa mite as the number one stressor, with 

53% of colonies being affected in the 2nd quarter of 2016. During 

that same period of 2017, this number went down to 42%. Also, the 

number of colonies lost to Colony Collapse Disorder went down 27% 

during the first three months of 2017 according to the survey.

While these numbers can be encouraging they do not represent 

any sort of a trend. Beekeepers are still losing colonies at an 

unsustainable rate due to many stress factors. These surveys do 

not consider all the variables that beekeepers are facing and this 

influences the results. We as beekeepers must contact our legislators 

and stress the importance of honeybees and the need to continue 

the Federal Pollinator Health Task Force.

It’s time to get ready for the 2018 American Beekeeping Federation 

Conference & Trade Show. The conference will be held January 9- 

13, 2018 at the Grand Sierra Resort (GSR) in Reno, Nevada. This year 

we will be celebrating ABF’s 75th Diamond Anniversary. 

We are currently finalizing the conference program.  We will have 

outstanding speakers, researchers, a 75th Anniversary historical 

presentations as well as track sessions for all levels of beekeeping 

and hands-on workshops. The ever-popular commercial breakfast 

will again take place with speakers and a commercial beekeeper 

panel discussing the current issues facing the industry. This is open 

to all commercial beekeepers. Please make sure you include the 

quantity within your registration. The welcome reception will be held 

on Wednesday evening in the Tradeshow with appetizers and a cash 

bar. Thursday evening’s social event will be a fun evening of bowling 

at the on-site bowling alley.

The Grand Sierra Resort is an outstanding facility with activities for 

the whole family. The GSR has the Grand Adventure Land Park, Fun 

Quest Arcade, laser tag, wall climbing and a bouncy house. There are 

12 restaurants on-site, a movie theatre with three screens. If you are 

feeling lucky, the GSR is home to the largest casino in Reno.

Reno is also only a short 

distance from great skiing. Mt. 

Rose is home of the highest 

base resort around Lake 

Tahoe with skiing for all levels 

and only about a 30-minute 

drive from Reno. For those 

more advanced skiers, Squaw 

Valley, home of the 1960 

Winter Olympics, offers many 

challenging runs as well as 

night skiing. Squaw is about a 

45-minute drive from Reno. My 

personal favorite is Heavenly 

located in South Lake Tahoe 

and about an hour and 10 

minutes from Reno. Heavenly offers 97 runs, 28 chair lifts and a 

3500’ vertical, the largest in the west. All have rentals and lodging 

available.

The 2018 ABF 75th Diamond Anniversary Conference & Tradeshow 

is sure to be a great learning experience and a fun time for all 

beekeepers and their families. Please make plans to join us in Reno. 

Come for the conference and stay for the skiing.

I would also like to wish ABF President Gene Brandi and Christine a 

very Happy 44th Anniversary. They are a great couple and have been 

together since 7th grade. Congratulations Gene and Christine.

Hope to see you all in Reno!

Tim May , ABF Vice President

Message from the
ABF Vice President
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Meet Your ABF Board
Directors Appointed by the President

by: Regina K. Robuck
ABF Executive Director

Joan Gunter Patty Sundberg
Joan Gunter was raised in 

rural North Dakota on the 

family farm. She attended 

college and earned a 

degree in education and 

business. After graduating, 

she taught school on all 

levels for 10 years while 

raising 2 boys with her 

husband Dwight.

Joan and Dwight of 

Towner, North Dakota have been Commercial Migratory 

beekeepers for over 30 years traveling to Mississippi, Texas, 

and California. The family owned company is primarily 

engaged in honey production, queen rearing, pollination, 

and sales of bees.

Joan is involved with the American Beekeeping Federation 

(ABF), The Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees, 

the National Honey Board, and The Honey Bee Health 

Coalition. She is also active in several states organizations in 

North Dakota, Mississippi and Texas,

Joan currently serves on the ABF Executive Board, is Chair 

of The Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees and is 

involved with several committees with in ABF.

Lance Sundberg took 

Patty to Bridger, Montana 

to meet his parent only 

they drove right past his 

parents’ house to his bee 

yard and there she was 

introduced to honey bees 

for the first time. 

Patty with her husband 

Lance, founded Sunshine 

Apiary, Inc. located in 

Columbus, Montana. The business now has 10 full time 

employees and 12 seasonal employees. Patty manages 

Sunshine Apiary, Inc. where they run over 8,000 hives for 

almond pollination in CA, fruit pollination in WA and honey, 

wax, and hive products in Montana.  

Patty is the past ABF Honey Queen Chairperson, is serving 

her 6th year on the board and has been actively involved in 

fundraising activities during the annual conferences. Patty 

loves sharing the story and life of honey bees with others 

especially children.  

In her spare time, you will find her traveling to spend time 

with their 3 sons and their family enjoying every moment 

possible with her grandchildren, taking pictures, sewing, 

walking, enjoying camping, listening to birds, looking at 

flowers and just enjoying the simple things in life. She is 

currently serving her 16th year as an alderman for the city of 

Columbus, Montana.  

Make abfnet.org your home page
and discover industry updates,

ABF news and much more.

Log on and plug in today!
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www.kelleybees.com

1-800-233-2899

Preparing Your Bees, 
Helps Bring Spring With Ease

Start prepping your hive for the upcoming season with 
the finest beeswax produced. Our wax is consistently 
rated the best by our customers. All beeswax is 
domestically sourced. Foundation is made in Clarkson, 
Kentucky.

•  WIRED FOUNDATION 
(with or without hooks)

    Standard 5.4 mm cell size
    10 embedded wires

•  SMALL CELL FOUNDATION
    4.9 mm cell size

•  PLAIN FOUNDATION
    No wires

•  7/11 FOUNDATION

    5.6 mm cell size

•  CUT COMB FOUNDATION

    Produces comb honey

•  PLASTIC FOUNDATION

   Used with SGX style frames

Kelley Offers
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by: Fran Boyd, Jr. 
ABF’s Washington Team

It is nearing the end of the August recess and the members of 

Congress are where they need to be – back in their districts meeting 

with you, learning about the problems and issues facing beekeepers. 

As we get ready for Congress to return to town after Labor Day, this 

is a good time to let those in the American Beekeeping Federation 

(ABF) community know what Meyers & Associates does for ABF as 

it’s Washington office. We also want you to know what to expect 

entering the final months of the 1st Session of the 115th Congress 

and the first year of the Trump Administration.  

Meyers & Associates has served as the ABF’s Washington office 

since 1982. We are a non-partisan Washington, D.C.-based full-

service policy consulting/government relations firm.  We are located 

on Capitol Hill, in the same location since the founding of the firm 

in 1981. We provide ABF with a permanent DC office representing 

ABF and its membership day-to-day on Capitol Hill and with many 

agencies of the executive branch of government. We provide a 

presence in multiple policy coalitions, including agricultural policy, 

food safety, environmental and natural resources, and tax and trade 

issues. Our goal is to maintain an effective working relationship with 

key members of Congress and their staff, as well as the members 

and staff of congressional committees, the federal agencies and the 

White House. The principles of Meyers & Associates have served 

in both the executive and legislative branches of government and 

actively participated in every farm bill reauthorization since 1973. 

In serving as ABF’s “eyes and ears” in Washington, we work very 

closely with the ABF officers and leadership daily reporting on 

federal and legislative policy, as well as federal funding important 

to the industry.  In this capacity, we arrange for ABF officers and 

leadership to meet with key members of Congress and their staffs, 

as well as federal policymakers in the Administration on issues of 

importance to our industry, ensuring that the views and policy of 

America’s beekeepers are heard.  In this regard, we work closely 

with ABF’s leadership providing advice and background as industry 

positions are developed.

As your Washington representatives, we participate in conference 

calls with ABF’s officers, provide input to industry comment on 

numerous proposed federal regulations and attend industry 

meetings for ABF here and outside of Washington, including ABF’s 

annual meeting.

There are, of course, many other things we do for ABF and its 

members that are not mentioned. Whenever an issue arises, our first 

response is “let’s get it done.”  In other words, we do what you would 

do if you were in Washington every day instead of producing honey 

and much-needed pollination services for America’s agriculture.

What’s Ahead
Congress is returning to work after a month-long recess and there 

are several pieces of “must-pass” legislation on their plate.  First and 

foremost, Congress must deal with the September 30th deadline 

to fund the federal government, or face a shutdown.  They will also 

have to address raising the federal debt ceiling to prevent a default 

on the nation’s debt. In addition, passing a budget resolution, an 

infrastructure package, tax reform, and taking another stab at the 

repeal and replacement of the Affordable Health Care Act are all 

items that Congress would like to address.

Will the Government Shut Down?
Funding for the federal government must be provided by September 

30th, or the government will face a shutdown on October 1st.  In the 

past, when given few legislative days in September, Congress has 

had to pass a stop-gap piece of legislation known as a Continuing 

Resolution (CR) to keep the lights on while they address the details of 

funding the federal government for the next fiscal year. We anticipate 

that this will be the case again this year with Congress perhaps 

passing a CR to fund the government into December. We anticipate 

that the leadership in the House and Senate will try and avoid 

major “hot-button” issues in the CR, deferring them to the Omnibus 

Appropriations bill that will follow.  In addition, with the national debt 

limit needing to be raised by the end of September or the middle of 

October, Congress must pass legislation raising the limit to avoid a 

default. The Administration has signaled that they would like a clean 

debt limit increase, so you may see an attempt to attach it to a short-

term CR, but this would be a difficult process.

Tax Reform
The White House has said it would like to see the House of 

Representatives pass tax reform legislation in October, followed by 

the Senate approving a tax reform package in November. Republican 

leadership has said they will pass tax reform legislation using the 

budget reconciliation process which would allow the legislation to 

pass the Senate by 51 votes, rather than 60, to avoid a filibuster in the 

Senate. Members of the House and Senate Republican leadership 

have been meeting during the summer to try and come to an 

agreement on the general framework of a tax reform package. At this 

writing, the specifics of the package have not been public.

Farm Bill Reauthorization
The House and Senate Agriculture Committees have been working 

diligently to come up with the multi-titled legislation that makes up 

the farm bill before the current one expires in the fall of 2018.  Several 

hearings have been held by the committees in Washington, in addition 

to field hearings and a series of listening sessions around the country. 

We anticipate that more hearings and listening sessions will be held in 

the Fall. The committee staff-people will soon begin to draft the new 

reauthorization with the hope that Congress will take up the legislation 

early in next year’s session. Making sure the ABF voice is heard during 

this process is a key assignment for us.

These are just the highlights. There will be many other issues Congress 

will debate in the remaining months of 2017, and we can promise 

you that you will be represented in all that will influence you and your 

industry.  Since 1982, we have felt “part of the family” and take our 

responsibilities seriously.  Thanks for the opportunity to work with you.

It is our pleasure to represent such an important part of American 

Agriculture.

Government Relations Report



September/October 2017American Beekeeping Federation News 9

Donate to the ABF Legislative Fund
Send your contributions to: ABF Legislative Fund  /  3525 Piedmont Rd.  /  Building Five, Ste. 300  /  Atlanta, GA 30305

q  $100     q  $500     q  $____________________

Name:_ ______________________________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________________________

City:___________________________________ State:_ __________________________ Zip:____________________

Phone:_________________________________ E-mail:__________________________________________________

Gift may be made by:

q  Visa    q  Mastercard    q  American Express    q  Discover    q  Check (made payable to the ABF Legislative Fund)

Credit Card:____________________________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date:_______________________________________________________ Security Code:____________________

Cardholder Name:________________________________________________________________________________

Cardholder Billing Address:__________________________________________________________________________

Signature:_____________________________________________________________________________________

Your credit card will be billed by the ABF, which will be transferred to the ABF Legislative Fund.

CALIFORNIA (530) 865-0298      HAWAII (808) 328-9249      TOLL FREE (877) 865-0298      OHBBEES.COM

A division of Olivarez Honey Bees, Inc.

CONNECT WITH US!

OHB has been raising queens for more than 50 years. 
We raise Italian, Carniolan and Saskatraz queens and 

bees in the heart of Northern California and on Hawaii’s 
Big Island. These carefully chosen locations allow us  

to provide our bees with the purest environments and 
the best food sources, and to offer our customers 

premium quality queens and bees year round.

AVAILABLE YEAR ROUND

QUEENS

We accept all major credit cards

HEALTHY 
QUEENS = HEALTHY 

HIVES

OHB-006 ABF_Newsletter_7.5x4.75_Final.indd   1 1/30/17   11:56 AM
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MANY FACETS. ONE ABF. 
Grand Sierra Resort 
Reno, Nevada 
January 9-13, 2018

CELEBRATE the 75th Diamond Anniversary of the ABF at the 

2018 American Beekeeping Federation Conference & Tradeshow, 

January 9-13, at the Grand Sierra Resort in Reno, Nevada. 

Discover the many facets of the ABF with four days of spectacular 

educational sessions, networking and fun.

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY! In addition to family-focused 

conference activities, the Grand Sierra Resort features FunQuest, 

the largest arcade in northern Nevada, two laser-tag arenas, a 

bounce house, climbing apparatus, Grand Adventure Land Park, 

and a 50-lane bowling center.

Shine Bright in Reno!
•	 Hear from experts, trendsetters & influencers.

•	 Learn best practices.

•	 Shop a tradeshow full of the latest beekeeping innovations.

•	 Showcase your skills in the 2018 Honey Show.

•	 Have next-generation fun at the Kids and Bees program.

•	 Network with 900+ fellow beekeepers

Optional activities include:
•	 Auxiliary Luncheon/Meeting on Thursday Afternoon.

•	 Thursday Night Social – Bowling with Dinner

•	 Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees Luncheon on 

Friday

•	 ABF Annual Banquet on Saturday evening with the Coronation of 

the 2018 American Honey Queen and Princess

Register now and take advantage of the early registration rates, 

which will be honored through October 31, 2017. After October 31, 

the regular registration rates will be valid through December 16, 

2017. You won’t want to miss this opportunity to experience the 

one of the largest beekeeping tradeshow, outstanding educational 

sessions and the chance to network with your fellow beekeepers 

from all over the world. 

The lowest hotel and conference registration rates are available 

now, for a limited time. Visit http://abfconference.com/registration 

to reserve your hotel room and register for the conference.

Guest Room Reservations:
The Grand Sierra Resort 

2500 E. 2nd Street  |  Reno, NV  89595 

Telephone: 775.789.2000   |  Toll Free: 800.501.2651

Reservations:
Reservations can be made online at The Grand Sierra Resort 

https://aws.passkey.com/event/49002863/owner/16854/home

Additionally, reservations can be made by calling the resort 

directly at 1.800.501.2651 (please be sure to request the ABF or 

beekeepers room block).

Room Rate: $99.00 per night plus taxes and $2.00 tourism 

surcharge per room, per night. Current occupancy tax is 13% and 

sales tax is 7.725%. Resort fee has been waived for ABF attendees.

Be an Early Bird for the 
2018 American Beekeeping Federation 
Conference & Tradeshow

EARLY BIRD ENDS OCTOBER 31!

DON’T WAIT. REGISTER TODAY.
http://abfconference.com/registration

MANY FACETS
ONE ABF
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Deadline: The discounted group rate is available until December 

15, 2017, or until the room block is full (whichever comes first). After 

this date, the discounted group rate may no longer be available.

The Resort fee (which is waived for ABF attendees) includes:

•	 Unlimited use of the swimming pool (seasonal) and fitness center

•	 In-room wireless internet and local calls

•	 Two (2) bottles of water per day in room

•	 Round-trip transportation to and from the Reno Tahoe 

International Airport via shuttle

•	 Self and valet parking

The Grand Sierra Guest Rooms, feature 420 sq.ft. of the 

perfect blend of luxury and style. Each room is adorned 

with custom leather and suede furniture accented in warm, 

rich colors and feature a 32-inch flat screen television and a 

coffee maker.

 Be sure to visit the conference website at http://

abfconference.com/ for more information on each property 

and to make your reservations. We encourage you to make 

your reservations early as we anticipate selling out at all 

three properties.

75-YEARS STRONG! Make your plans today to join us in 

Reno for a brilliant conference and a celebration of the 

association’s 75 years of accomplishments.

GUEST ROOM RESERVATIONS WARNING: On occasion, a 

Housing Company may contact potential conference attendees 

and advise that the conference hotel is almost sold out and that 

they need to make their reservations with them at that time. This 

is not accurate! No one should or will be calling you to make your 

hotel reservations. All reservations must be made directly with the 

hotel via telephone or online link.

The American Beekeeping 

Federation (ABF) invites you to 

enter the 2018 American Honey 

Show, which will be held during 

the 2018 American Beekeeping 

Federation Conference & 

Tradeshow in Reno, Nevada 

on January 9-13. This is a prime 

opportunity to showcase your 

bees’ abilities to produce the 

purest honey, the best wax and 

the most goodies. 

The Honey Show will showcase 

the best examples of honey and 

beeswax. It includes eighteen 

(18) classes twelve (12) for 

honey, five (5) for beeswax and 

the gift box class. The gift box 

theme for 2018 is “Let Freedom 

Ring.” 

After the entries are judged, 

they will be auctioned to 

benefit the American Honey 

Queen Program.

The entry form and appropriate 

fees must arrive at the ABF 

offices by Friday, December 

15, 2017. You MUST BRING your 

honey entries to the conference 

yourself. NO entries will be 

accepted at the ABF offices.

Additional information, 

including official show rules 

and regulations and entry 

form, can be found on the 

2018 American Beekeeping 

Federation Conference 

& Tradeshow website at 

abfconference.com/american-

honey-show or by contacting 

the ABF office at 404.760.2875. 

The website also includes a 

link to some helpful Honey 

Show hints and tips. Good luck 

and Shine Bright!

CALL FOR ENTRIES FOR THE
2018 AMERICAN HONEY SHOW:
Gift Box Theme “Let Freedom Ring”

American Beekeeping Federation News September/October 2017



September/October 2017 American Beekeeping Federation News12

ABF Fundraising at the 
2018 American Beekeeping 
Federation Conference & Tradeshow
As the 75th Anniversary of the American Beekeeping Federation 

comes into view, the years of ABF auctions have been a highlight of 

folk’s days and evenings at the conference. Where else can you see 

a one-pound jar of honey retail for hundreds of dollars? Where else 

can you acquire the most beautiful piece of bee art to display in your 

shop or home? The many items for auction at the conference are just 

part of the fun in fundraising. These events are great opportunities to 

enjoy your peers, family and friends and to have some laughs and a 

great time.

With the 2018 American Beekeeping Federation (ABF) Conference & 

Tradeshow (Many Facets One ABF) just around the corner, in Reno, 

Nevada at the Grand Sierra Resort on January 9-13, we are beaming 

with excitement to share the news about our lively fundraising 

events at the annual conference. While ABF membership dues are 

vital to sustaining our organization’s presence in the agricultural 

industry, fundraising at the annual conference is also so critical to 

the many programs the ABF implements throughout the year. At our 

conferences, we strive to put the FUN in fundraising!

Members will again have many opportunities to support the American 

Honey Queen Program, the ABF Legislative Fund and the ABF General 

Fund. Each fund is important and provides our members with value 

for their membership. Through your donations and assistance, we can 

better lobby Congress to protect beekeepers’ interests. We can also 

generate hundreds of thousands of dollars in free media publicity for 

the honey and beekeeping industries through the American Honey 

Queen Program, provide educational webinars for our members, and 

financially support invaluable research efforts of talented scientists 

throughout the country.

None of these ventures is inexpensive, nor can we ever provide them 

enough funding, but every little bit helps. The fundraising activities are 

well-attended and fun events for our conference attendees. Below are 

some of the fundraising opportunities at the convention:

•	 AMERICAN HONEY SHOW AUCTION: All entries in the American 

Honey Show are auctioned to support the American Honey Queen 

Program. You can help by entering your honey, wax or gift basket 

in the show or by attending the auction of these items.

•	 ANNUAL SWEEPSTAKES TICKETS: Purchase raffle tickets from ABF 

Directors and members of the Delegates Assembly for unique 

prizes (beekeeping and non-beekeeping items). Winners are 

chosen at the ABF banquet on Saturday evening.

•	 AMERICAN HONEY QUEEN QUILT RAFFLE: Honey Queen 

Candidates sell raffle tickets to support the American Honey 

Queen Program. The quilt is awarded to the winner during the 

ABF banquet. Tickets may also be purchased from the American 

Honey Queen and Princess throughout the year and prior to the 

convention.

•	 SILENT AND LIVE AUCTIONS: Silent and Live Auctions: Silent and 

live auctions benefiting the ABF General Fund and the American 

Honey Queen Program are held throughout the convention.  

•	 BANQUET AUCTION: A live auction with proceeds benefitting the 

General Fund and Honey Queen Fund. Items are limited at this 

auction to the Best of Show Honey and non-honey entries and 

other select items.

The ABF general fundraising and American Honey Queen fundraising 

teams will collaborate on some of the silent and live auctions. Drop off 

for ALL auction items must occur by 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 

10. Our expert fundraisers need time to inventory all the wonderful 

donations and prepare for the various events.

The ABF Welcome Reception, along with the Beekeeping Brain 

Buster Game and a live auction, will be held in the Tradeshow on 

Wednesday, January 10. Silent auction tables will be open each day 

of the conference, with different closing times. Keep your eye out for 

something new each day! The American Honey Show Auction will 

occur on Friday, January 12, right after the ABF business meeting. 

Stay for a cocktail and bid on some great honey before heading 

out to dinner!

Fundraising at the 2018 American Beekeeping Federation 

Conference & Tradeshow is critical to many of the ABF’s keystone 

programs. While we eagerly and happily accept your membership 

dues and donations throughout the year, the bulk of the fundraising 

for these special funds happens at the ABF conference. We need 

your support to continue making these programs vibrant and solvent.

All donation items must be shipped or delivered directly to 

the conference. ABF will not be able to accept items prior to 

the conference. 

If you wish to donate an item to the auctions and cannot attend 

the convention in January, please contact me, rrobuck@

meetingexpectations.com, to coordinate shipping logistics. If you 

have larger items or plan to ship your auction items prior to the 

conference, contact me for assistance. You may make donations to 

special funds at any time during the year online or through checks 

to the ABF office.

We look forward to having you join us in the Specular Splendor 

of ABF’s fundraising activities at the 2018 American Beekeeping 

Federation Conference & Tradeshow!

by: Regina K. Robuck, Executive Director, 
American Beekeeping Federation
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Members of the following organizations will receive a registration discount:

•	 American Beekeeping Federation

•	 Nevada Beekeepers Association

* Family is defined as 2 adults and any children living in the same household. 

** Students and Educators will be required to show valid school ID at the conference. 

Cancellation Policy

Registration cancellations received in writing on or prior to 12/15/2017 will be refunded minus a $50.00 administrative fee. 

Registration cancellations received after 12/15/2017 will not be refunded.

PLEASE NOTE:

All non-member registrants will receive a one-year entry level membership to the American Beekeeping Federation to 

be processed following the conference in late January/early February 2018. You will be notified once your memberships 

have been activated.

2018 American Beekeeping 
Federation Conference & Tradeshow
Registration Rates*

All rates are in US dollars
EARLY

REGISTRATION
by 10/31/2017

REGULAR
10/31/2017 - 12/15/2017

ONSITE
after 12/15/2017

PAYING 
MEMBER

NON-MEMBER
PAYING 

MEMBER
NON-MEMBER

PAYING 
MEMBER

NON-MEMBER

Single Registrant $250.00 $310.00 $300.00 $360.00 $350.00 $410.00

Family (2 people)* $375.00 $435.00 $425.00 $485.00 $475.00 $535.00

Single Day Rate $125.00 $155.00 $150.00 $180.00 $175.00 $205.00

Family Day Rate* $190.00 $220.00 $215.00 $245.00 $240.00 $270.00

Student & Educator Rate** $50 per day

 OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES

Auxiliary Luncheon $40.00

Thursday Night Social Dinner & Entertainment Bowling and Dinner  $50.00

Foundation Luncheon $45.00

Commercial Beekeeping Breakfast/Workshop
Comp to 

Commercial 
Beekeepers 

ABF Banquet  $70.00
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2018 American Beekeeping 
Federation Conference & Tradeshow
Schedule at-a-Glance (subject to change)

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2018

Afternoon Committee Meetings

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2018

Morning Opening General Session

Noon Tradeshow Opens

ABF State Delegates Luncheon (Invitation Only)

Afternoon General Session Continues

Evening Welcome Reception with Entertainment in the Tradeshow

THURSDAY, JANUARY 11, 2018

Morning
SIG Meetings (Small Scale/Sideliner, Package Bee & Queen Breeder, 
Honey Producer/Packer and Commercial Beekeeping)

All Day Tradeshow

American Bee Research Conference

Track Sessions

•  Small Scale
•  Serious Sideliner
•  Commercial

Noon Auxiliary Lunch/Meeting (Optional) *

Afternoon General Session

Live & Silent Auctions in the Tradeshow

Afternoon/Evening Bowling Social Activity w/ Dinner (Optional)*

FRIDAY, JANUARY 12, 2018

Morning General Session

Kids and Bees Program

All Day Tradeshow

American Bee Research Conference

Noon Foundation Luncheon (Optional) *

Afternoon Keynote Presentation

ABF Business Meeting

Honey Show Live Auction

SATURDAY, JANUARY 13, 2018

Morning Commercial Beekeepers Workshop/Breakfast

Morning/Afternoon Interactive Workshops

Evening
ABF Annual Banquet with the Coronation of the 
2018 American Honey Queen and Princess (Optional)*

* Additional registration fee required



September/October 2017American Beekeeping Federation News 15

Kids and Bees in Reno

2018 American Beekeeping 
Federation Conference & Tradeshow
Call for Auction Donations!

This coming January, the Kids and Bees main event will be at the 

2018 American Beekeeping Federation Conference & Tradeshow in 

Reno, Nevada.

On Friday, January 12th from 9:00 – Noon, local and visiting 

elementary-aged kids are welcomed to the Nevada room in the 

Grand Sierra Resort to participate in the “Kids and Bees” program. 

This no-charge educational program has been a traditional featured 

event with the American Beekeeping Federation Conference for over 

20 years, and is a “don’t miss” opportunity for school groups, home 

schooled kids, scouts, and clubs. Kids and their teachers or parents 

can expect a room full of hands-on exhibits under the themes of, 

“The Art of Beekeeping,” “The Science of Beekeeping,” “The World 

of Beekeeping,” and “The Future of Bees: It’s Up to You!” They will 

learn about the art and science behind beeswax, honey, pollination, 

ultraviolet bee vision, and so much more! Students will make their 

way through each station, engaging with beekeepers and Honey 

Queens from around the US, and in activities that will harness their 

senses and imaginations. 

We’ll need about thirty volunteers to make this program a success!  

If you would like to lend a smile and some bee knowledge, 

please email me at sarah@beegirl.org or for more information and 

registration visit https://abfkidsbees.eventbrite.com.

Please, also, help us spread the word to anyone you know who is 

attending with their kids, or anyone in the Reno area. 

During the 2018 American Beekeeping Federation Conference 

& Tradeshow, attendees will have the opportunity to experience 

outstanding live and silent auctions. The American Beekeeping 

Federation is never at a loss for must-have auction items, including:

•	 Beekeeping-related artwork, including paintings, stained glass 

and hand-carved pewter items

•	 Honey and honey-related products

•	 Unique clothing items

•	 Beekeeping supplies and instructional books

•	 Antique beekeeping items, such as smokers and hive tools

•	 Household items in a bee motif, including coffee mugs, glasses, 

cheese trays and plates

The ABF is already on the lookout for auction items for the 2018 

American Beekeeping Federation Conference & Tradeshow, January 

9-13, 2018, in Reno, Nevada. Do you have an item that you would like 

to donate? Your contribution will be instrumental in helping the ABF 

bolster its general fund, which enables us to carry out our programs 

to serve the U.S. beekeeping and honey industry, as well as work to 

preserve and protect honey bees to ensure a quality food supply and 

environment. Please make sure you keep a list of items donated. 

If you are interested in donating an item to either the silent or live 

auction, please contact Sherrell Bailey at sbailey@abfnet.org or 

404.760.2875 for additional information and to let us know the 

item(s) you will be donating. 

We will NOT be accepting items in the office this year. You can ship 

directly (email sbailey@abfnet.org for details) or drop them off at the 

Grand Sierra Resort ABF Auction Room the day of the conference. If 

you plan to donate something it would be helpful to hear from you by 

Friday, December 15, 2017.

Thank you in advance for your support of the ABF. We look forward 

to hearing from you soon and to seeing you in Nevada in January. 

And, if you haven’t already done so, be sure to register now for the 

conference. Additional information, including all registration rates, 

guest room accommodations, the conference schedule, invited 

speakers, session topics and much more, can be found on the 

conference website at http://abfconference.com. Be sure to check 

the website often, as additional conference details will be posted as 

soon as they are made available.

by: Sarah Red-Laird
Kids and Bees Program Director
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2018 American Beekeeping 
Federation Conference & Tradeshow
Sponsors (as of 10.2.17)

The 2018 Conference Committee would like to thank 
all of our conference sponsors for their support!

PLATINUM SPONSORS: 
Barkman Honey

Healthy Bees, LLC
Dadant & Sons
Mann Lake Ltd.

GOLD SPONSOR: 
Beekeeping Insurance Services

SILVER SPONSOR: 
Brushy Mountain Bee Farm

BRONZE SPONSORS:
A&O Forklift, Inc.

Bayer Bee Care
Strong Microbials
Api Holdlings, LLC

GloryBee

LANYARD SPONSORS:
Beekeeping 

Insurance Services

CONFERENCE BAG SPONSOR:
Healthy Bees, LLC

CONFERENCE NOTEBOOK SPONSOR:
Gamber Container, Inc.

GENERAL SESSION SPONSORS: 
Broodminder

The.Buzz

COMMERCIAL BEEKEEPERS 
BREAKFAST:

Barkman Honey

Cook & Beals

Strong Microbials

EXCLUSIVE BREAK SPONSOR:
 A & O Forklift, Inc.

Dutch Gold 

Gamber Container, Inc.

Medivet Pharmaceuticals Ltd.
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How can MP3 Plans More 
Effectively Protect Honey Bees 
from Pesticide Exposure?  
“Five gallon buckets full of dead bees.” That’s what my grandfather 

said he had after his neighbor sprayed pesticides on a soybean field.
(1) Because so many bees are dying, due to pesticide use, President 

Obama wrote a memorandum in 2014 that called for the protection 

of honey bees (Apis mellifera).(2) This document asked the United 

States Department of Agriculture (USDA), and the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) to lead a task force made of representatives 

from 15 federal departments and agencies to set up a strategy that 

would promote the health of honey bees.(3) The strategy that they 

wrote included a series of actions. One of these actions included 

developing the state Managed Pollinator Protection Plans (MP3) that 

would be approved by the EPA.(4) Currently, there are nine states 

that have completed a pollinator protection plan.(5)

North Carolina’s MP3 is currently a work in progress. Some of the 

chapters in this plan should be available in the spring. In an email to me, 

Environmental Toxicologist for the NCDA, John Allran stated, “The state 

plans are voluntary measures intended to complement the mandatory 

regulations governing pesticide use...”.(6) He also stated, “Because of 

the evolving science and regulation, we intend for this to be a ‘living 

document’, so it will most likely be published online...” Lastly, Allran 

talked about the success of a program called Driftwatch. Driftwatch is 

a program that allows farmers to locate nearby registered apiaries on 

a map so they can notify apiaries of upcoming pesticide applications.
(7) He said, “We have already had some very successful efforts with 

registry of apiaries through Driftwatch to enhance communication 

among pesticide applicators, growers, and beekeepers to protect bees 

from potential adverse effects of pesticides.”

After researching the North Carolina MP3, I have four suggestions 

about apiaries and pesticide use by farmers. The four topics that I am 

going to discuss are: apiary state registrations, one mile notification 

area, Driftwatch, and confirmation of notifications. I also have ideas 

about foraging land and youth education.

First, there are state regulations that pesticide users and beekeepers 

have to follow. Farmers applying pesticides are only required to 

inform apiaries registered with the state. This registration costs $10 

and is not required by the state. So, not every apiary is registered. 

That means that some bees could come into contact with pesticides 

without the beekeeper realizing it. My suggestion is that all apiaries 

be required to register with the state.

A second thing that NC’s plan could do is address one of the state 

regulations on notifying registered apiaries about aerial pesticide 

applications. This regulation tells farmers that they are required to 

inform registered apiaries within one mile of the pesticide target area.

(8) One mile sounds like it could work, however, honey bees can travel 

two or more miles to get food.(9) This means that the regulation does 

not help bees traveling over one mile and that they could still come in 

contact with the poison. To fix this the MP3 could require a notification 

radius of two or three miles.

Thirdly, North Carolina uses the program Driftwatch, however, it is not 

required to be used by apiaries or farmers, because Driftwatch is a 

voluntary program. I know of two beekeepers near where I live who are 

not marked on the Driftwatch map, so there are probably more. This 

program could be made more effective if all apiaries were required to 

mark their bee hives in the mapping program. If all the apiaries were 

mapped out in one website and the website calculated the notification 

area, then all the farmers would have to do is locate their fields and 

they could see all the apiaries they would need to notify.

Finally, the previously mentioned regulation says, “the farmer shall 

notify registered apiaries within one mile of the target area.” When 

I asked my grandfather if he thought that farmers would notify 

beekeepers about spraying pesticides he said, “They don’t do 

that. That’s an ideal thing to do.” He said that when his neighbor 

sprayed Sevin by aircraft on their soybeans he didn’t complain. He 

said, “my neighbor was a friend...was I going to start a bee war?” 

Also this entire rule only applies to farmers applying pesticides by 

aircraft (aerial application). If the farmer uses other methods to apply 

pesticides, they are not required to inform the apiaries at all. The MP3 

could require some kind of confirmation of the notification before a 

farmer could spray pesticide.

President Obama’s memorandum called for seven million acres to 

be added to the honey bee’s foraging land throughout the United 

States.(2) Seven million acres is about the size of the state of Maryland. 

One solution to getting foraging land for bees, is to plant native 

flowers on closed landfills. The state of Maine has already set up 

bee foraging land on their Pine Tree Landfill.(10) If no pesticides 

are sprayed on or near this land, then this would be a good way to 

protect the bees from pesticide exposure.  

The federal strategy states, “...USDA will distribute pollinator education 

materials and facilitate pollinator education programs through their 

specific education programs, such as 4-H...”.(3) During my time in 4-H, 

I have taught summer camps and I think they would be a good way to 

teach youth about honey bees. The NC Dept. of Agriculture working 

with Cooperative E xtension Service could provide educational 

materials to the county 4-H programs for the summer camps.

The points that I have made about North Carolina’s future MP3 will 

hopefully help better protect honey bees from the harmful pesticides 

sprayed on crops. My grandfather had been keeping bees for 45 

years until pesticides killed off his bees. North Carolina is working on 

its MP3 but until it is finished, “the bees pay with their lives,” just like 

my grandfather said.

For reference and bibliography, visit preservationofhoneybees.org.

by: Grayson Barefoot
North Carolina
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Buying honey from all parts of the U. S.  

 

Landon Shaw 

lshaw@barkmanhoney.com 
 

Send us a Sample 

 

Candace Moss 

cmoss@barkmanhoney.com 
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SHINE BRIGHT IN RENO!
•	 Hear from experts, trendsetters & influencers 

•	 Learn best practices

•	 Shop a tradeshow packed with beekeeping innovations 

•	 Showcase your skills in the 2018 Honey Show

•	 Have next-generation fun at the Kids and Bees event

•	 Network with 900+ fellow beekeepers

2018 American Beekeeping Federation 
Conference & Tradeshow

REGISTER NOW
abfconference.com   

Fun for the whole family: 

The Grand Sierra Resort is home 

to Fun Quest, the largest arcade 

in northern Nevada, as well as 

two laser tag arenas, a bounce 

house, climbing apparatus, Grand 

Adventure Land Park, and even a 

50-lane bowling center.

HAVE A
GRAND TIME!
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*Free shipping applies to most orders over $100 sent standard ground service within the lower 48 states. Prices are subject to change without notice.

800-880-7694   www.mannlakeltd.com
An Employee Owned Company

FD-350 Pro Health pint (Makes up to 25 gallons) ............................ $     21.95
FD-351 Pro Health gallon (Makes up to 200 gallons) ..................... $     99.95
FD-352 Pro Health 5 gallon (Makes up to 1000 gallons) .............. $   449.95
FD-353 Pro Health 55 gallon (Makes up to 11,000 gallons) ........ $ 3995.00

Aids Digestive Health

PRICES VALID THROUGH 11/30/16

•	 Promotes digestive health
•	 Aids in overall bee health 
•	 Prevents syrup fermentation
•	 Stimulates bees
•	 Promotes healthy, vigorous hives 
•	 Natural	calming	effect	when	sprayed	on	bees
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by: Anna Kettlewell
Honey Queen Program Chair

Annually, I give the ABF membership an update on our 

representatives’ goals and results to date, and it’s that time once 

again. Maia and Hope have had a busy year filled with several new 

promotional events and many educational experiences. I write this 

article in late August, and, by August 31, our representatives will have 

visited 20 states from coast to coast, 10 of those multiple times!

Below is a progress report on Maia’s and Hope’s performances to date 

based on the goals that they established during training in January.

Maia’s Goals & Results to Date
1.	 Reach over 5,000 students through school presentations. As of 

August 18, Maia has presented to students in grades K through 12 

in five states. To date, she’s reached nearly 2,000 students. While 

focusing on her studies at Iowa State University this spring, she 

maintained a full plate including these many presentations. As fall 

moves in, Maia will have the opportunity to reach this goal with 

trips to California, Florida, Montana, and Wisconsin.

2.	 Speak to 20 agriculturally related groups nationwide. As of 

August 18, Maia has spoken to eight of these groups.  She greatly 

enjoys connecting beekeeping to different agricultural industries 

and these groups, particularly 4-H, FFA, and Farm Bureau, are 

great ones to tap into when Maia visits your state. Consider 

coordinating a presentation to such a group during one of her 

stops to your area!

3.	 Have 25 media interviews. As of August 18, Maia is 50% to 

reaching this goal. She has had media exposure in all major outlets 

(newspaper, radio, television, and internet). With many fairs and 

busy promotional opportunities ahead, Maia will certainly meet 

this goal before the end of the year.  

Hope’s Goals & Results to Date
1.	 Speak to 10 different beekeeping organizations nationwide. 

As of August 18, Hope has been a guest presenter at 

seven meetings. She’s made stops in states from Florida to 

Washington, and has upcoming opportunities in several states. 

When visiting county or state beekeeping organizations, Hope 

speaks about American Honey Queen program and the benefits 

of becoming and ABF member.

2.	 Speak to 20 civic or professional groups. As of August 18, Hope 

has begun this work with hopes of having additional presentation 

opportunities as she visits your area this fall.  To date, she is 

10% to her goal. Hope has been a guest presenter to Boy Scout 

troops and to local governmental bodies. If she is in your area, 

consider contacting your local Kiwanis club or Rotary chapter. 

These groups meet sometimes on a weekly basis and are always 

looking for interesting and different speakers. The Honey Queen 

or Princess is a great addition to these regular meetings.

3.	 Reach 20 states for promotions. As of August 31, Hope will have 

reached 12 states for promotions and is looking forward to many 

exciting trips throughout the fall and early winter. Of her 12 states, 

she has visited three on multiple occasions!

As Maia and Hope visit your states, please be sure to ask them about 

the status of their goals!  

Preparations for the selection of the 2018 American Honey Queen 

and Princess have begun.  2018 will mark the American Honey Queen 

program’s 60th anniversary, and the Queen Committee is excited to 

introduce conference attendees to the finalists. Application packets 

for the 2018 positions were sent to State Honey Queen program 

chairpersons on August 1, and the application deadline quickly 

approaches in November. We are also taking requests for 2018 

Honey Queen and Princess promotions, so please contact me to 

place your event on our master calendar. You may reach me by email 

at honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or by phone at 414.545.5514.  Best 

wishes in all your promotions!

Queen Committee Report

Member Milestones
Milestones for July and August 2017

5 Years
Daniel Geer

Elli Kalke
Tim Dowd

Dale Hill
Nancy Houk

Robert Lamothe
Eloise Naylor
Karen Sabath

Bill Zimmer

10 Years
David Blotcher

 
15 Years

Mark Berninghausen
Keith Lazar

25 Years
Robert Harrison
Virginia Webb

Gerald Hosterman

30 Years
Benjamin Chadwick

35 Years
Dee Keller

Barry Thompson

40 Years
Brian Wright

45 Years
Patrick Wilbanks

50 Years
Dooley Toyne
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The .buzz is Real!
BEELIEVE IT:

BETTER

ALREADY HAVE A WEBSITE?
Claim your brand across the web; register the 

.buzz version, then redirect to your existing URL.

For each year of a new .buzz domain name 
registration, www.thehive.buzz will contribute $10 to the 

American Beekeeping Federation Legislative Action Fund.

Build a meaningful and relevant bee brand on 
the web with .buzz and invest in bees’ future. 

Register your .buzz domain, get everything 
you need to build a website and $10 will 

be donated to protecting the bees. 
Get started today - www.thehive.buzz
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by: Maia Jaycox
American Honey QueenAmerican Honey Queen Report

I can’t believe it is already 

August!  This year has flown 

by so fast, and I am so 

excited about my past and 

future promotions.  I can’t 

wait to see what every event 

has in store for me when I 

arrive, but here is a look back 

at what I have been up to 

these past few months. 

Before starting off on my big 

trip full many opportunities 

to promote the wonderful 

honeybee industry, Princess 

Hope and I met with the 

American Honey Queen 

Chair Anna Kettlewell and 

1996 American Honey Princess Louann Hausner for a weekend 

refresher in Kansas July 7-9.  We had an intense media review, so we 

would be very prepared heading into the busy season.  We practiced 

live cooking demos and quick interview situations that we could 

possibly have during our promotions. I cannot thank Louann and 

Anna for the awesome help. Princess Hope and I sharpened up our 

media skills and became more prepared for our upcoming trips. 

I had the opportunity to attend the Iowa Honey Producers 

Association (IHPA) annual field day on July 15. I spoke with the 

members about my many promotions so far this year.  I also 

informed the newer members of what the American Honey Queen 

Program does to promote beekeeping and how they can support 

the Program.  I thank the IHPA for their continued support of me 

and the Queen program!

From the IHPA Summer Field Day, I headed to the Iowa/Illinois Quad 

Cities July 17-18 for several unique events. I had two television 

interviews on July 17.  The first was with WQAD in Moline, Illinois, 

where I discussed honey and demonstrated two recipes from our 

honey recipe brochure, hot honey snack crackers and raspberry 

lime soda. The interview segment lasted for three minutes, and I 

spoke about how it is easy to cook with honey and the importance 

of honeybees. I also had the honor to appear on the locally popular 

“Paula Sands Live” program on KWQC TV in Davenport, IA.  This 

five-minute segment highlighted my role as the American Honey 

Queen, how honey can be used in beauty products, and family 

beekeeping operations.  Between these two interviews, I also met 

with a reporter from the Quad Cities’ main newspaper, The Dispatch, 

and the article about my visit was published right after my visit.  Not 

only did I have amazing media opportunities in the Quad Cities, but 

I also gave a presentation to a summer camp at the Family Museum 

in Bettendorf, Iowa. The children who participated were fascinated 

learning about bees.  Summer day camps are a great promotion in 

any community. Consider contacting a local children’s camp and 

offer a presentation about honeybees in your area; the kids will 

love it!  The very special part of my trip was a visit to John Deere’s 

corporate headquarters. I gave a presentation to 40 employees of 

John Deere about beekeeping. The presentation was not limited 

to just the individuals in the room; the organizers made my visit 

open to employees throughout the world, and several conferenced 

into my presentation! It was very amazing to share our industry’s 

information with them. I also demonstrated to them how easy it was 

to incorporate honey into their cooking.  The in-person attendees 

also tried one of the recipes from honey recipe brochure that you 

can find on the ABF website.  

I headed on my long promotional journey first to the Ohio State Fair 

July 26-August 2, which was filled with a variety of promotional 

opportunities!  I worked with the Ohio State Beekeepers Association 

at their Bee Pavilion, where there was a demonstration bee yard. I 

gave a daily presentation on the different tools and equipment we use 

in the bee yard in this exhibit. Along with those presentations, I also 

gave presentations about using honey in facial and hair recipes. I also 

gave cooking demonstrations at the Taste of Ohio Building, where 

they have foods from the different agriculture commodity groups, 

including dairy and poultry. Most excitingly, I had the opportunity 

to demonstrate my first bee beard.  I was able to do a practice beard 

beforehand, so that I would be comfortable with my bee beard in 

public!  The public was very surprised I wanted to be a part of the bee 

Maia Jaycox 
American Honey Queen

Queen Maia demonstrated two honey recipes during an
interview on QQAD TV in Moline, IL.
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beard demonstration, and once the bees were on me, 

they were truly amazed!  In addition to the State Fair, I 

worked with Lithopolis Honeyfest Queen Tess Conrad at 

the Clintonville Farmers’ Market. We had an observation 

hive where visitors learned about honeybees while they 

were enjoying the farmers market.  I thank Barry and 

Carmen Conrad for the opportunity to work with them , 

the Ohio State Beekeepers Association and also to Anne 

Blackwell for hosting me.

I headed next to the Clark County Fair outside 

Vancouver, Washington, August 3-10.  I worked with 

the Clark County Beekeepers Association in their Bee 

Barn exhibit at the fair. The exhibit had two observation 

hives – one was a typical two-frame glassed observation 

hive, and the second was a full hive outside the barn, 

where people could see the bees work inside the hive.  

I had an amazing time in Washington, and a huge part 

of that was due to John and Mary Ann Morrison, my 

hosts, who gave me the great opportunity to work with 

the Clark County Beekeepers. I had a plethora of media 

opportunities, including television interviews on Fox 12 

and KOIN 6 in Portland, accounting for over $12,000 worth of media 

coverage. I also raised awareness for the industry each evening 

when I spoke in front of the grandstand audiences before major 

concerts. On top of working in the bee barn, I was a guest judge for 

the goat cheese contest and other special events at this fair. 

After Washington, it was home sweet home! I worked again with 

the IHPA at the Iowa State Fair August 11-16.  I love travelling and 

meeting many different beekeepers from all over the United States, 

but it was great to work with so many familiar faces for a week back 

home.  Iowa Honey Queen Carly Vannoy and I worked in the IHPA 

booth with six observation hives and sold many products, including 

honey lemonade, which is three simple ingredients – water, lemon 

juice, and honey!  Carly and I were also presented together on 

what honeybees do for us.  We also had an interview together for 

the IHeartRadio network, reaching thousands of local residents.  I 

thank Connie Bronnenberg and the IHPA members for their amazing 

support the past few years and during this event.

I am now in Kentucky (from August 17-21) working at the Kentucky 

State Fair. I am working in the Bees and Honey area primarily, but 

also with the Kentucky Department of Agriculture in their educational 

trailer.  This trailer travels throughout the State of Kentucky to teach 

kids about different agricultural resources in the State.  It has iPads 

inside that have slideshows of different agriculturally related topics, 

and one of them includes honeybees.  As kids come through the 

trailer, I have helped explain the importance of honeybees to our 

nation’s agriculture and hand out some bee friendly flowers.  I have 

had the pleasure of working with Kentucky’s State Apiarist Tammy 

Horn Potter and many different Kentucky beekeepers, and I would 

like to thank them for allowing me to come share my knowledge 

with their fairgoers.  Speaking with people on the different ways 

the can back a beekeeper or how they could become a beekeeper 

themselves by joining a beekeeping club and to find a mentor has 

been a highlight of this trip! 

I’m excited for my next stops in New York, Nebraska, and Kentucky.  

If you are interested in scheduling a promotional visit from me or 

Princess Hope, contact Anna Kettlewell at honeyqueen99@hotmail.

com or 414.545.5514.  Until next time, have a bee-utiful day!

Queen Maia addressed the grandstand attendees at the 
Clark County Fair nightly about honeybees and visiting the bee exhibit.

Queen Maia’s first bee beard at the Ohio State Fair was 
a success with the help of Barry Conrad!
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by: Hope Pettibon
American Honey PrincessAmerican Honey Princess Report

It has been a pleasure 

serving as American 

Honey Princess, and I am 

excited to tell you about 

my promotions in Kansas, 

Arizona, Minnesota, New 

Jersey, and Indiana these 

last few months!

In early July, I met up 

with Queen Maia, Anna 

Kettlewell, and Louann 

Hausner for a mid-year 

media and presentation 

training session. During the 

training, we worked on new 

presentations I will use in 

several states at fairs and 

festivals. We also worked on media training for different kinds of 

interviews, such as television cooking demonstrations, which I look 

forward to doing. We practiced how to incorporate key messages 

into interviews of different lengths from five-minute interviews to 

30-second interviews. 

I used the tips and 

skills that I learned 

from Anna and 

Louann the very next 

week in Arizona.  I 

learned so much 

at this session, and 

I thank Anna and 

Louann for their time 

and patience as I 

learned how to better 

represent ABF. I feel 

more confident now 

and I can’t wait to 

present at upcoming 

events. 

After the training, I 

went home for one 

night and then was on 

a flight to Arizona on 

July 10! I promoted 

for a week at several 

events with Audra 

Waddle, who recently purchased AZ Queen Bee from Emily Brown 

(1997 American Honey Queen). I began the week in the Phoenix area 

with an event at Butterfly Wonderland, which hosts the largest indoor 

butterfly pavilion in America, but is also home to some honeybees! I 

handed out honey samples and talked to visitors about honeybees, 

how they make honey, and how critical it is that bees have a better 

habitat.  Honey samples are a great way to get people to stop by 

the booth. The main event during my visit was the Maricopa County 

Home and Landscape Show, featuring everything you could think 

of to improve your home and garden. AZ Queen Bee had a honey 

sales booth, where we sold and sampled the four honeys that were 

available, including mesquite, orange blossom, desert bloom, and 

cinnamon honey. It was rare for someone to stop by and taste the 

honey and not buy a jar. I gave a cooking demonstration each day 

for one hour during the show, and made three different recipes: a 

pumpkin honey dip, a cinnamon honey dip, and a honey punch. I 

also had a television interview with CBS Channel 3, where I spoke 

about and demonstrated how to extract honey. Over 40 people at 

the show that day told us, they saw me on television that morning!  

This interview reached an estimated 61,205 people. In addition to 

all my promotions, I had the great opportunity to help Audra collect 

Africanized honeybee swarms from a variety of locations, including 

off a cellular tower! It was an amazing experience that I will never 

forget.  Thank you to Audra Waddle and her family for hosting and for 

teaching me so much about bees in Arizona. Also, thank you to Emily 

Brown for helping us with the event and showing us the ropes!  

My next stop was in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on July 27. I helped 

with the Pollinator Party, coordinated by the University of Minnesota 

Bee Lab and Bee Squad. The Bee Lab works with the City of 

Minneapolis Park and 

Recreation Board, and 

they set up the park 

full of educational 

booths for kids and 

adults. I worked at 

the welcoming table 

handing out a piece 

of paper to each kid 

to have stamped at 

the different booths 

that they visited. They 

also had to write down 

different facts that they 

learned and tell me 

which one was their 

favorite. In doing so, 

they got a free honey ice 

cream and a note book 

with fun pollination facts 

in it. The kids loved it, 

and it made them want 

to visit more booths. I 

reached 3,000 people 

and helped many people see that honeybees are critically important 

pollinators. Thank you to Willie and Marilyn Gorham for hosting me 

again and to Gary Reuter and the University of Minnesota for inviting 

me to promote alongside them.  

I next went to two different fairs in New Jersey. The first was the 

Warren County Farmers’ Fair July 28-August 2.  I had the opportunity 

to do live bee demonstrations and sell delicious New Jersey honey. I 

have found that the more honey jars you have on the table, the more 

Hope Pettibon
American Honey Princess

Princess Hope supplied Phoenix residents honey samples at the 
Maricopa County Homey and Garden show in July.
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honey you sell! Also, the best way to sell honey sticks is to put them 

in the middle of the table among the jars of honey. That way the 

honey is not lost over on the side of the table. A few days into the fair, 

I helped judge the honey contest. Thank you to the Northwest New 

Jersey Beekeepers Association for inviting me and to Fran and Stan 

Wasitowski for coordinating my visit. I also give a special thanks to 

Eda and Jim Schmalz for hosting me and making me feel at home. 

The second fair was the Sussex County Fair, also known as the New 

Jersey State Fair. I had many media interviews here, including with 

the Service Electric Cable TV station, WSUS 102.3 radio, and the New 

Jersey Herald newspaper. My television interview was 20 minutes 

long, and I gave detailed bee information for the program. These 

interviews were worth over $22,000 in free publicity for the ABF. Over 

400,000 people attended the fair, and I gave over 30 presentations 

during that time. In addition to my fair activities, I participated in 

Mann Lake’s picnic and costumer day in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. 

After Randy Oliver’s keynote presentation, I spoke about the 

Honey Queen Program’s promotions and explained the process 

of arranging school presentations. Beekeepers from Pennsylvania 

and surrounding states participated in this event. Thank you to the 

Medina family for hosting and opening your home to me and to the 

Sussex County Beekeepers for inviting me to work with you! 

My last stop on this promotional trip was Indiana August 13-21 for 

the Indiana State Fair. I worked in two different exhibits at this event. 

The first was in the Fair’s Pioneer Village, where a whole section of the 

fair is made into a small town where the public could learn about the 

pioneer days. There was a beeswax candle booth in the Village that 

has been there for 40 years!  Indiana Honey Queen, Frances Garrett 

and I dipped candles and sold honey and honey lemonade in this 

area. I have never worked with wax in that way, and it was an exciting 

new learning opportunity. In this area, I donned pioneer period 

costumes and gave 40-minute presentations about honeybees to 50 

people at a time about the differences in beekeeping in pioneer times 

and today. On the other side of the fair was the Beekeepers of Indiana 

exhibit.  Their display had an observation hive and honey ice cream, 

which sold quickly because of the warm temperatures. The exhibit 

sold many Indiana beekeepers’ honey, and we supplied fairgoers 

samples of 20 different honeys. In addition to selling the varieties of 

Indiana honey, I gave three presentations in the Ag Building.  Over 

900,000 people went through the fair and almost everyone saw one 

or the other of the beekeeping booths. I thank the Beekeepers of 

Indiana and the many different county organizations and beekeepers 

who treated me with such hospitality and to Kristy and Lacy Dooley for 

hosting me and giving me an unforgettable experience. 

Thank you all for your continued support as I represent the 

beekeeping and honey industry throughout the United States. You 

can schedule a promotional event for Queen Maia or me by contacting 

Anna Kettlewell at honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or 414.545.5514. I 

would love to spend some time with you teaching about the industry!

Princess Hope taught Indiana State fairgoers about beeswax and its many properties in the Fair’s Pioneer Village.
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2522 Tierra Buena Rd 

Yuba City, CA 

95993-9654 

www.strachanbees.com 

Phone: (530) 674-3881

Fax: (530) 674-5802  

orders@strachanbees.com 

Wooten’s Queens & Bees, Inc.
Steve Park Apiaries, Inc.

Wooters Bee Farms

Northern California
Park Italian

Queens

www.WootensQueensBees.com
Find Us on Facebook! All Major Credit Cards Accepted

CALL 530-549-3555
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Ultimate IPM 
Bottom 
Board 
System!

New!

1-800-600-7446  •  www.beesmartdesigns.com  •  Made in USA

Discover the Ultimate 
IPM Bottom Board 
System – Simply Better!

• Stainless steel mesh
• Self-draining
• Rot-proof technopolymer
• Rigid, strong, solid color
• Made in USA.  BPA free.

• Fits Ultimate 
 Hive Stand
• Includes 
 Inspection 
 Board
Shown on Ultimate 
Hive Stand, not included.

SIRATECH

FDA detained honey

AOAC 998.12 analysis

Corn & cane sugar detection
 in honey, maple and juices

Sugar Proole, Moisture, Color

stable isotope ratio analysis

512-262-7355
info@siratech.us.com

When you need to know,
We can help...

Sent via e-mail monthly to all ABF members, 
ABF E-Buzz is a key member benefit and is 
published to inform members about ABF 
activities, as well as key happenings in the 
beekeeping industry.

If you haven’t been receiving the newsletter, 
please be sure to contact the ABF office at 
info@abfnet.org or 404.760.2875 to ensure 
we have your most up-to-date contact 
information. Also, if you wish to contribute 
content to the newsletter, please contact Tim 
Tucker, ABF E-Buzz editor, at tuckerb@hit.net. 
We welcome your submissions!

Have You Caught
The Buzz?
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by: Beth Hackenberg
ABF Auxiliary PresidentFrom the Auxiliary

From the Recipe Box of Beth Hackenberg
Fall is fast approaching. The honey harvest is under way. It looks like 

a good honey year. If you are interested in donating Bee items to be 

sold at the Auxiliary table, during the ABF Conference & Tradeshow 

at the Grand Sierra Resort in Reno, Nevada, January 10-13, 2018, 

please contact Louise Johnson. Her email address is  louisej@

alpinecom.net and phone is (563) 252-2340 or bring them with you 

to Reno. Homemade items sell very well!

Keep taking those pictures for the Auxiliary Photo Contest. Contest 

rules are below. Hope everyone has a great honey harvest and 

everyone is in good health.

Photo contest information and rules:

Categories:

•	 Adults and Beekeeping 

•	 Kids and Beekeeping 

•	 Honey 

•	 Bees and Nature (bees on 

flowers, bees on frames)

•	 Pollination and Beekeeping 

One entry per category please

Requirements:

•	 Submit two (2) 5x7 photos for each entry (5x7 before matting). At 

least one photo must be matted for judging (single mat only). 3x5 

card must be attached to back of photo with name, address, and 

photo category. 

•	 Photos must be submitted by 12:00 pm noon on the Wednesday, 

of conference week.

•	 Amateur photographers only.

•	 Photos will not be returned. A waiver for rights to photos will be 

signed at ABF Conference & Tradeshow. Winner will be asked to 

submit their picture in high res JPEG to ABF for publication.    

•	 Entries will be accepted via mail to an address listed in the 

newsletter, prior to the conference, for those entering that cannot 

be at convention by noon Wednesday.

•	 Only one entry per person per category will be accepted, to 

enable more participation in the competition.

•	 Photo Contest will be advertised online/newsletter throughout 

the year.

If requirements are not met, photos will be disqualified. Photos 

will not be returned. Waivers for rights to the photos will be signed 

at conference.

ABF AUXILIARY OFFICERS

Past President

Beth Hackenberg

799 Grange Hall Rd.

Milton, PA 17847

dbhack@evenlink.com

Secretary / Treasurer  / Historian

Shelly Jakob

17732 SE 283rd Ave.

Umatilla, FL 32784

dandjapiary@aol.com

Vice President

Rachel Bryson

610 Strite Road

Chambersburg, PA 17202

brysonrachel@yahoo.com 

President

Louise Johnson

34147 310th Street

Guttenberg, IA 52052

louisej@alpinecom.net

INGREDIENTS: 

•	 8-10 oz. of water

•	 1/8 tsp cinnamon

•	 1 tsp Honey	

•	 1 tbsp apple cider 
vinegar 

DIRECTIONS: 

1.	 Bring water to a boil, while heating, put other 
ingredients in cup.

2.	 Pour boiling water into cup and stir well

Flu Season Cider

INGREDIENTS: 

•	 2 Acorn Squash

•	 1/4 cup Honey

•	 2 tbsp Brown sugar

•	 2 tbsp Walnuts

•	 2 tbsp Raisins

•	 2 tbsp Butter or Margarine (Melted)	

DIRECTIONS: 

1.	 Cut acorn squash in half, spoon out seeds.

2.	 Place cut side down on a baking rack.

3.	 Bake at 400° until soft, about 30-45 minutes.

4.	 Combine honey, butter, brown sugar, nuts and 
raisins, spoon into the squash.

5.	 Bake another 5-10 minutes until lightly glazed.

Honey Nut Squash
Honey Recipe

Honey Recipe
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ABF DONATIONS The following individuals contributed to the ABF Funds during the months of 
May, June and July 2017. These donations enable us to fund programs and 

services that will benefit ABF members and the American beekeeping industry. 

Foundation for the 
Preservation of Honey Bees, Inc.

Michael Sadler, Florida

Jim Gross, Massachusetts

Keith Lehmann, Florida

Stephanie Pomeroy, Iowa

Brent Woodworth, North Dakota

Shelly Rodenberg, Montana

Greg Denker, Arizona

David Ellingson, Minnesota 

Mark Berninghausen, New York

C. Escobedo

The Foundation
for the Preservation
of Honey Bees, Inc.

Ann Cicarella, Ohio

Anna Kettlewell, Wisconsin

Barry Purkis, Florida

Bill Klett, North Dakota

Bill Mares, Vermont

Bob Brandi, California

Bradley Bechthold, Iowa

Browning Honey Co. Inc., Idaho

Cathy Beckwith, Texas

Chaparral Honey, Inc. (David Winter), 

California

Charles & Karen Lorence, Illinois

Christie Griffin, Washington

Dale Hilliard, California

David Ellingson, Minnesota

David Segrest, North Carolina

Dee Keller, Oregon

Garnett Puett III, Hawaii

Gengi LeClair, Michigan

George Hansen, Oregon

Gerald Hosterman, Arizona

Gordon Wood, Utah

Legislative 
Hackenberg Apiariees, Pennsylvania

Hal Livingston, Alaska

James Rodenberg, Montana

James Tew, Ohio

Janet Katz, New jersey

Jerome Bydalek, Nebraska

John Talbert, Texas

Jon Paton, Pennsylvania

Larry Krause, Wyoming

Mark Berninghausen, New York

Mark Hedley, Texas

Martine Gubernat, New Jersey

Maxine Keller, Oregon

Melanie Griffey, Florida

Michael Kliks, Hawaii

Michael Sadler, Florida

Mitchell Smith, Montana

Nick Dadant, Illinois

Pat Brady, Michigan

Pat Wackford, Oregon

Paul Albano, New York

Paul Schaefer, Wisconsin

Peter Genier, Hawaii

Peter Kallas, Wisconsin

Peter Schultz, Pennsylvania

Phil May, Illinois

Reno Plenge, Florida

Rich Ramsey, Illinois

Rick Post, California

Roger Everett, California

Roger Hoopingarner, Michigan

Roy Abel, Florida

S.S. Brantley, Texas

Strong Microbials, Wisconsin

Theodore & Rebecca jones, Connecticut

Thomas McCormack, Pennsylvania

Timothy DeKorne, Michigan

Todd Keller, Oregon

Tom Peterson, Florida

William Sirr, Michigan

C. Smith

J. Evans

M. Callahan

V. Severson

Honey Queen
Pollinator Stewardship Council

Iowa Honey Producers

Gene Brandi, California

Michael Sadler, Florida

Keith Lehmann, Florida

Stephanie Pomeroy, Iowa

Paul Schaefer, Wisconsin

Friends of the Bee
Raymond DeVries, Michigan

Stephanie Pomeroy, Iowa

Jim Burgess, Tom & Judy May-Bennett: 

In Honor of Kim Truckenmiller

Honey Defense 
Michael Sadler, Florida

Keith Lehmann, Florida

Stephanie Pomeroy, Iowa

Darrell Rufer, Texas

Paul Schaefer, Wisconsin

Mark Berninghausen, New York

Research
Michael Sadler, Florida

Keith Lehmann, Florida

Stephanie Pomeroy, Iowa

Paul Schaefer, Wisconsin

Mark Berninghausen, New York
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If you are a member of Facebook, you can be 

a fan of the ABF Facebook page. All you have 

to do is simply search Facebook for “American 

Beekeeping Federation” to access the page and 

click the “Like” button to become a fan. 

Everyone is welcome. To date, we have over 

24,500 fans and are reaching new fans each day. 

If you have a Facebook fan page for your business 

or local beekeeping association, let us know and 

we’ll add you to our lineup. 

Please feel free to post your beekeeping photos 

on our page, write on our wall and keep sending 

your friends to our page. Stay tuned for ABF 

updates, fun facts, recipes and photos of our ABF 

members doing what they do best! 

Bee Connected:
ABF Facebook Fan Page

by: Regina K. Robuck
ABF Executive Director

SHOW YOUR
PRIDE

ABF would like to see how 
you are showing off 
your “Proud to be an 

ABF Member” sticker!

Post your pictures to our 
American Beekeeping 

Federation Facebook page.

PROUD
MEMBER

AMERICAN BEEKEEPING
FEDERATION
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Call Us!

Frames

Drone Frames

Snap-in Foundations

Order Now!
Huge Savings

Did you wait too long to order your frames 
and foundations? Is everyone out of stock now? 
Not Pierco®. We strive to serve you best by always 
having stock on hand. Give us a call and see what 
we can do for you today.

www.Pierco.com
Visit our new website at:

New Store Opening
Riverside, CA

• Stronger and Stiffer
• Used by Professional Beekeepers
• Lasts through years of extraction
• Uniform, perfect cells

• IPM Method for Varroa 
mite control

• Perfect for Queen 
breeding

• Increase honey production
• We use FDA food grade plastic 

resin
• High grade Beeswax coating

Pierco stands for American Quality!

(800) 233-2662 | 680 Main St. | Riverside, CA | 92501

New Products
Available

We Offer 
DOUBLE & TRIPLE 

WAX



MARKETPLACE
FEDERATION Interested in advertising in

the Federation Marketplace?
Contact Regina K. Robuck,

ABF Executive Director
404.760.2887 or

reginarobuck@abfnet.org

BEE SUPPLIES
Brushy Mountain Bee Farm 
(ABF Silver Sponsor)..............................................800-233-7929
www.brushymountainbeefarm.com. Beekeeping supplies 

and products. 

Dadant and Sons, Inc 
(ABF Platinum Sponsor)......................................... 888.922.1293
Fax 217.847.3660, 51 S. 2nd St., Hamilton, IL 62341. Free catalog 

upon request or order online at www.dadant.com. Your one-stop 

headquarters for all your bee supply needs. The Dadant difference: 

Quality, service and value for 152 years!

Dahl-Tech, Inc.......................................................... 800.626.5812
5805 St. Croix Trail N, Stillwater, MN 55082.  Honey containers, caps, 

and label application. www.dahltechplastics.com

Global Patties.............................................................866-948-6084
www.globalpatties.com. Pollen patties and pollen supplements.

Hummerbee 
(ABF Bronze Sponsor)...............................................800-943-8677
200 Quicksilver Lane, Edmore, MI 48829. www.hummerbee.com. 

Rough terrain forklifts.

Kona Queen Hawaii ..................................................808-328-9016
P.O. Box 768, Captain Cook, HI 96704. www.konaqueen.com. 

Queen bees.    

Mann Lake, Ltd 
(ABF Platinum Sponsor)......................................... 800.880.7694
501 1st Street South, Hackensack, MN 56452. 500 Santa Anita, 

Woodland, CA 95776. Your headquarters for all beekeeping 

supplies including preassembled and treated woodenware, feeds, 

medications, containers, protective equipment, candle making 

supplies and more! www.mannlakeltd.com.

Pierco 
(ABF Bronze Sponsor)...............................................800-233-2662
www.pierco.net. Beekeeping equipment. 

Strong Microbials Inc.  
(ABF Bronze Sponsor)............. 1.844.My.Micro (1.844.696.4276)
3950 N Holton st., Milwaukee, WI 53212 SuperDFM - HoneyBee 

a microbial probiotic supplement for honey bees. Created by 

microbiologists to support honey bee health, immunity and nutrition.

BEE INSURANCE PROVIDERS
Beekeeping Insurance Services............................888-537-7088
www.beekeepingins.com. Insurance for beekeepers.

Texas Insurance and Financial Services...............800-541-9849
www.txins.com. Insurance for beekeepers.  

SYRUP
B & B Honey Farms................................................. 507.896.3955
Orderline 1.800.342.4811, Fax: 507.896.4134, Rt. 2, Box 245, 

Houston, MN 55943. High fructose corn syrup.

Dadant and Sons, Inc.............................................. 888.922.1293
Fax 217.847.3660, 51 S. 2nd St., Hamilton, IL 62341. Contact us now 

for a competitive quote and quick service on a load of quality Type 

55 or 42 high fructose corn syrup for bee feeding. Sugar blends 

available.

Mann Lake, Ltd........................................................ 800.880.7694
501 1st Street South, Hackensack, MN 56452. Offering Types 42 and 

55 HFCS available nationwide, Liquid Sugar, Pro-Sweet Blend and 

Inverted Syrup.

HONEY PACKERS/DEALERS
Barkman Honey Co. 
(ABF Platinum Sponsor)......................................... 620.947.3173
120 Santa Fe Street, Hillsboro, KS 67063-9688 

www.barkman-honey.com 

Burleson’s, Inc......................................................... 972.937.4810
Fax 972-937-8711, Waxahachie, TX 75165.

Dutch Gold Honey, Inc............................................. 717.393.1716
Fax: 717.393.8687, 2220 Dutch Gold Drive, Lancaster, PA 17601-

1997, Web site: www.dutchgoldhoney.com. Packer of Quality Honey.

Sioux Honey Association........................................ 712.258.0638
Fax: 712.258.1332, Box 388, 301 Lewis Blvd., Sioux City, IA 51102.

PUBLICATIONS
American Bee Journal................................................ 217.847.3324
Hamilton, IL 62341. This magazine is full of interesting and informative 

articles on beekeeping. Association members may receive a 25% 

discount. Please see your association secretary for details. Send for a 

free sample copy. Visit our Web site at www.dadant.com.

Bee Culture............................................................... 800.289.7668
Medina, OH 44256. Bee Culture, the magazine of American 

beekeeping. Everything for any beekeeper. Find out what thousands 

and thousands of American beekeepers already know. Free sample. 

Call or write today. Visit the virtual magazine at www.beeculture.com.

ORGANIZATIONS
IBRA...............................................................+44 (0) 29-2037-2409
Fax: +44 (0) 5601-135640, 16 North Road, Cardiff, CF1 3DY, UK. IBRA 

is the information service for beekeepers, extension workers and 

scientists. Members enjoy the benefits of belonging to IBRA, including 

Bee World. We need your involvement. Join IBRA - support this 

important information network, extend your beekeeping horizons.
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American Beekeeping Federation, Inc.
3525 Piedmont Road, NE
Building Five, Suite 300
Atlanta, GA 30305

We write over 88% of 
the Beekeepers in 

the program Nationwide. 
So far we have delivered 

over $44,000,000 to beekeepers!
Available Nationwide

APICULTURE INSURANCE PROGRAM
A Subsidized Program for Beekeepers

Offering All Forms of Insurance Including:
	 T	USDA Apiculture  T	Automobile
	 T	Property T Life Insurance
	 T General Liability T Home & Farm Insurance

Kevin Rader: Buzzus@beekeepingins.com             Lisa Martinetti: lmartinetti@beekeepingins.com
www.beekeepingins.com

888-537-7088

T American Beekeeping Federation
T California State Beekeepers Association
T	Minnesota Honey Producers Association
T	North Dakota Beekeepers Association

T American Honey Producers Association
T Florida State Beekeepers Association
T	Montana State Beekeepers Association 
T	Texas Beekeepers Association

   We are Proud Members & Sponsors of:

www.abfnet.org


