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FROM THE PRESIDENT

WELCOME

DAN WINTER, ABF PRESIDENT

Over the past few months, I’ve 
been fortunate to visit state and 
regional meetings.  I recently 
visited the Eastern Apicultural 
Society's (EAS) annual meeting 
in Amherst, Massachusetts.  It 
was such a great, informative 
meeting.  The EAS staff welcomed 
ABF, offered us a complimentary 
table and I’d like to personally 
thank them.  I look forward to 
seeing them in New Orleans in 
January at the ABF Conference 
and Tradeshow.  At our table, 
I was able to speak to many 
beekeepers who were unaware of 
our association and what we do.  
Speaking with people directly, we 
signed up over 50 new members 
and got several to renew.

I was also invited to talk about 
ABF on the Beekeeping Today 
�S�R�G�F�D�V�W�������,�W���Z�D�V���P�\���¿�U�V�W���S�R�G�F�D�V�W��
and I was incredibly nervous.  
Kim Flottum and Jeff Ott did an 
excellent job keeping me on track 
and asking questions that I'm sure 
many beekeepers are interested 
in.  It was very interesting and 
I'd like to thank Jeff and Kim 
for the time.  I look forward to 
talking to them both again at the 
conference, if not before.  To listen 

to the podcast go to: https://www.
beekeepingtodaypodcast.com/the-
american-beekeeping-federation-
with-president-dan-winter-s6-e15/

Congressman Armstrong from 
North Dakota has introduced the 
���+�R�Q�H�\���,�Q�W�H�J�U�L�W�\�����9�H�U�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G��
Enforcement (HIVE) Act."  This 
legislation will push the FDA to 
adopt a long-needed Standard 
of Identity for honey at the 
federal level.  Please support this 
legislation by writing your local 
and state representatives.  For a 
sample letter, send an email to 
abfnet.org@gmail.com subject 
“Sample Letter”  This will help with 
the manufactured "honeys" that 
want to call themselves honey by 
misleading the consumer as to 
what is in certain products.  For 
more information about this bill: 
https://armstrong.house.gov/
media/press-releases/armstrong-
introduces-legislation-create-
standard-identity-honey-and-
update

We as beekeepers have a pretty 
small industry.  We need to work 
together more to solidify our 
industry in the U.S. market.  I urge 

other local, state, and national 
organizations to work together 
more to insure we are all working 
for the common good of all 
beekeepers, small or large.  To 
help achieve this goal, we are 
�N�L�F�N�L�Q�J���R�I�I���R�X�U���¿�U�V�W���R�I���Z�K�D�W���Z�H���K�R�S�H��
will be many meetings to unite 
our industry and tackle serious 
issues that affect honey prices, 
beekeeping and our industry as 
a whole.  My phone number is 
available on our website.  Please 
call me if we can work more 
together for our sponsors and 
members.

Thank you for supporting the 
ABF and I look forward to seeing 
everyone in New Orleans in 
January.  Registration for the 
conference is online at https://
abfnet.org/2024-abf-conference-
registration/.  

Dan Winter 
ABF President 
American Beekeeping Federation
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FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT

JAY MILLER, 
ABF VICE PRESIDENT

A word of advice; don’t own 
bovine!  I seldom check my step 
counter on my phone but it gave 
me 17,137 steps for the day.  
Nine of ten cows loaded just 
great while one chose to exit the 
pen through the only weak spot 
that I had determined would hold 
even a more aggressive animal.  
Between a horse and a gun 
“Houdini” will be captured today.

This leads to my second 
revelatory thought; screen time.  
Weekly my phone tells me I 
am up or down roughly 3-7% 
in screen time.  My son-in-law, 
while traveling back from ND 
last week, explained that screen 
time is measured by talk time, 
text time, weather checking time, 
social media time, email reading 
�W�L�P�H�����D�S�S���I�H�W�F�K�L�Q�J���W�L�P�H�����À�D�V�K��
light time, photo time, and about 
six other times.  Armed with that 
insider information I was able to 
share, but not convince, my wife 
that I do not ignore her when 
my phone tallies two hours and 
seven minutes of screen time 
every day.  I hope you are not 
one of those folks that logs nine 
plus hours of screen time each 
day.

�7�R�R���P�\���¿�Q�D�O���S�R�L�Q�W�����$�Q�W�L��
dumping. Most of us are highly 
disappointed with honey prices 
dropping as much as or more 
than $0.70/ lb. from last year’s 
price. Last year a semi load 
of honey was worth at least 
$13,000 more. Yikes!!  With our 
prices up in real terms over 35%, 
this is galling.  Who is the villain?

Maybe like your last Tactic 
treatment, we didn’t think through 

what the other guys did.  Maybe 
foreign exporters said we will 
not let those Americans tax our 
honey like they did last time.  We 
�D�U�H���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���¿�Q�G���D���³�J�H�W���D�U�R�X�Q�G�´��
that will allow us to avoid the 
tariff.  We (American honey 
producers) knew they would but 
we didn’t expect it to already 
be baked into the next time we 
decided to hire an attorney to 
stop those nasty exporters.

I realize it is not that simple but 
we probably should all look at 
what we are doing and ask if 
we are doing it like yesterday or 
should we be up and thinking 
about options and consequences 
for our actions or lack thereof.  
The American Beekeeping 
Federation is trying to help on 
this matter.  We launched the 
"read the label" social media 
program, encouraging folk to 
buy local honey and to identify 
when honey is imported from 
other nations and is that what 
is best for your family.  We task 
our Education and Research 
committees to ask questions 
that will answer problems and 
�W�R���K�H�O�S���V�W�D�U�W���W�K�H���G�L�D�O�R�J�X�H���W�R���¿�Q�G��
solutions.

The next three years are going 
to be challenging.  We have new 
problems that need new thinking. 
Help us come through this by 
participating!

Thanks,

Jay Miller 
Vice President 
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Washington, D.C. Report - Going To Be a Very 
Busy Fall

As I write this all of you are busy with your bees 
and making honey.   I am waiting for Congress to 
return to Washington and wondering if we will shut 
down the government at the end of September.   
The Senate has returned to Washington from their 
August break and the House is scheduled to begin 
next week.    If the Congress does not agree to a 
short-term “continuing resolution (CR)” by the end 
of September, the federal government and all its 
many programs and functions will close.    Given 
the current political climate on Capitol Hill this may 
not be an easy task and it must be done in the 11 
legislative days remaining in September.   

The Senate prior to leaving in August reported all 
their 13 FY 23 Appropriations bills from the full 
Appropriations committee.  Senate leadership is 
now ready to begin packaging multiple bipartisan 
“minibus” appropriations measures as early as this 
�Z�H�H�N�����,���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���6�H�Q�D�W�H���S�D�F�N�D�J�H���W�R��
�F�R�P�H���W�R���W�K�H���À�R�R�U���Z�L�O�O���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���W�K�H���$�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H���)�'�$��
appropriations bill).  The question is how will the 
House respond?   

House Speaker McCarthy has said he prefers a 

short-term CR of current spending till December, 
although several members of his caucus are on 
record demanding any government funding for 
�D���&�5���E�H���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\���U�H�G�X�F�H�G���I�U�R�P���O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�¶�V��
spending levels before they will agree to supporting 
a short-term funding package.   

House Republican leadership is working on 3 
separate short-term funding bills aimed at gathering 
�H�Q�R�X�J�K���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���À�R�R�U���S�D�V�V�D�J�H�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����J�L�Y�H�Q��
the current riff in the Republican Caucus, passage 
is not a certainty.   If an agreement between the 
House and the Senate and signed by the President 
cannot be agreed on by midnight September 30th 
the lights, go out.  As I write this column, I hope 
they can reach an agreement but truthfully, I am 
not sure.     How long will a government shut-down 
last and what effect it will have on the rest of the 
legislative session are all unknown questions.  

Also, in addition to creating a short-term patch 
to fund the government, both Senate leaders 
have said they are supportive of a multi-billion 
dollar “supplemental” appropriations package for 
funding for aid to Ukraine and for natural disaster 
�D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�H�U�U�L�E�O�H���¿�U�H���L�Q���+�D�Z�D�L�L��������
Going to be a very busy 11 days.

 

GOVERNMENT
RELATIONS

by: Fran Boyd

�G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W���D�Q�G���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���,���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���Q�R���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W����

�6�H�Q�D�W�H�����������7�K�H���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�V���D�U�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���R�X�U���¿�U�V�W��

�R�I�¿�F�H���W�R���R�I�¿�F�H�������P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���W�R���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�������G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H��

�8���6�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���D���V�W�U�R�Q�J���S�U�R�¿�W�D�E�O�H��

�F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���D�Q�G���À�R�R�U���D�F�W�L�R�Q���������,���D�P���V�X�U�H���,���Z�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H��

�+�R�Q�H�\���,�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���9�H�U�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���(�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���$�F�W��

�P�X�O�W�L�M�X�U�L�V�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O���E�H���G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W���E�X�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U��



�Z�H�H�N�����,���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���6�H�Q�D�W�H���S�D�F�N�D�J�H���W�R��
�F�R�P�H���W�R���W�K�H���À�R�R�U���Z�L�O�O���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���W�K�H���$�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H���)�'�$��

�D���&�5���E�H���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\���U�H�G�X�F�H�G���I�U�R�P���O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�¶�V��

�H�Q�R�X�J�K���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���À�R�R�U���S�D�V�V�D�J�H�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����J�L�Y�H�Q��

�D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���W�H�U�U�L�E�O�H���¿�U�H���L�Q���+�D�Z�D�L�L��������
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Farm Bill Expires End of September

In addition to all federal government spending 
stopping at the end of September, if a short-term 
funding solution is not reached, the legislation 
authorizing the current farm bill also expires 
on September 30th.      Both the House and 
Senate Agriculture Committees have been very 
busy conducting listen sessions and hearings 
in Washington, DC and across the country.    
Committee staff have been diligent in their efforts 
to produce a draft of the legislation. We are very 
close to seeing one, but most agree successfully 
shepherding a new farm bill through the House 
and Senate Agriculture committees, through the 
House and Senate and signed by the President by 
September 30th is unlikely.   While not necessary, we 
should look for an extension of the current farm bill 
through the end of the year.   

Passage of farm bills historically have been very 
�G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W���D�Q�G���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���,���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���Q�R���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W����
particularly given the tight margins in the House and 
�6�H�Q�D�W�H�����������7�K�H���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�V���D�U�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���R�X�U���¿�U�V�W��
trillion-dollar farm bill.    The projected 10-year cost 
of this massive piece of legislation that authorizes 
all our federal agriculture programs/activities and the 
majority of our nutrition and feeding programs is $1.5 
trillion. 

 

ABF and its leadership have been actively working 
for the past 2 years to make sure the issues of 
importance to our industry have been discussed with 
members of the House and Senate and their staff as 
well as the staff of the House and Senate Agriculture 
committees charged with drafting the next farm bill.   

In June, both ABF President Dan Winter and ABF 
Vice President Jay Miller traveled to Washington 
DC for a busy week spending long days going from 
�R�I�¿�F�H���W�R���R�I�¿�F�H�������P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���W�R���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�������G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
current condition of the beekeeping industry in the 
�8���6�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���D���V�W�U�R�Q�J���S�U�R�¿�W�D�E�O�H��
beekeeping industry to the success of agriculture 
production in the U.S.    

They also presented and discussed with the policy 
makers. We met with a detailed  “industry position” 
for what we would like to see included in the next 
farm bill for America’s beekeepers large and small.    
In addition to farm bill discussions, we met with the 
key members and staff on the House and Senate 
Appropriations committee to stress the need for 
increased research funding given the serious threat 
to U.S. beekeepers of the Tropimite in Southeast 
Asia.  

We emphasized with both congressional leaders and 

USDA staff introduction of this mite to North America 
is the biggest threat to honey production and 
agricultural pollination the U.S. industry has faced in 
decades.

 

We will continue our pursuit of these issues 
throughout the farm bill and appropriation debates 
�F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���D�Q�G���À�R�R�U���D�F�W�L�R�Q���������,���D�P���V�X�U�H���,���Z�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H��
more to tell you in my next column.

 

Support of the HIVE Act

Issues our industry has been pursuing for many 
years and is part of our farm bill strategy are issues 
of “honey integrity.”  In this regard ABF has been 
a participant in the development and an active 
supporter of Congressman Armstrong’s (R-ND) 
�+�R�Q�H�\���,�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���9�H�U�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���(�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���$�F�W��
(HIVE Act).    This bi-partisan legislation (H.R. 4764), 
which should be actively supported by all beekeepers 
both large and small, establishes a Standard of 
Identity (SOI) for honey, mandates the FDA report to 
Congress on enforcement of adulterated as well as 
misbranded honey and require a renewed country of 
origin labeling requirement for honey.

 

If you have not done so already, please reach out 
to your individual member of Congress and ask 
them to support U.S. honey producers and sign on 
as co-sponsors of the HIVE Act!   This legislation is 
�P�X�O�W�L�M�X�U�L�V�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O���E�H���G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W���E�X�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U��
active support we can be successful.  We need 
everyone’s help and every member’s support.

 

Let’s hope it is a good fall.



Federation
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10 VOL. 81, NO. 3, 2023ABF QUARTERLY

BEE SUPPLIES

WOOTEN’S QUEENS & BEES, INC.
Proven queens. 
(888) 565-8439
www.wootensqueensbees.com

EQUIPMENT

COOKS & BEALS, INC.
Third Generation Family Owned and 
Operated, providing honey producers with 
high quality honey extraction equipment built 
to last through the generations, and customer 
service you can count on since 1959.
(308) 745-0154

www.cooknbeals.com

info@cooknbeals.com

CREAMPAL
From liquid honey to a creamy, crystal-free 
spread, the Creampal machine makes the 
best stable creamed honey in the world. With 
unmatched quality and possibilities expand 
your market today!

The Advertisers' Index is compiled as a service to our 
readers and advertisers. The publisher is not liable 
for errors or omissions, although every effort is made 
to ensure its accuracy. Be sure to let our advertisers 
know you found them through ABF Quarterly.

ADVERTISERS'

INDEX

Barkman Honey ..............................................................21
Buzz’s Bees ....................................................................26
Creampal .........................................................................2
Cook & Beals  .................................................................10
Dadant ...........................................................................25
HiveALive .......................................................................25
Kona Queen Hawaii ..........................................................7
Mann Lake .....................................................................28
Wooten’s Queens & Bees .................................................11

 
    SSeerrvviinngg  tthhee  IInndduussttrryy  
                        ssiinnccee  11995599  
        FFaammiillyy  OOwwnneedd  aanndd  
                        OOppeerraatteedd 
 

 

1-308-745-0154 
www.cooknbeals.com  

221 S. 7th St / PO Box 220 
Loup City, NE 68853 

Proverbs 16:24 

 

(450) 373-7535

https://creampal.com/en/

info@creampal.com

QUEENS

WOOTEN'S QUEENS & BEES, INC. 
Wooten's Queens & Bees, Inc. offers Park Italian 
Queens April - September, Nucs in March/April 
& Pollination Services.
(888) 565-8439

order@wootensqueensbees.com

Robert & Amanda Wooten

Wooten’s Queens & Bees, Inc.

P.O Box 464

Palo Cedro, CA 96073

P: (888) 565-8439

F: (530) 549-3624

www.wootensqueensbees.com
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for June - September 2023

MEMBER
MILESTONES

50 YEARS 

Jon Holte, MN
Tom May, FL

35 YEARS
Colin May, IL

30 YEARS 
Virginia Webb, GA

25 YEARS
Garnett Puett, HI
Robert Lohse, CA

�6�K�L�S�S�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���	���&�D�Q�D�G�D��
�3�D�U�N���,�W�D�O�L�D�Q���4�X�H�H�Q�V���$�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H��

�-�X�Q�H�����-�X�O�\�����$�X�J�X�V�W���	���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U��

�� �=�<�J� �&�J���W���=�=�J�,�<���G�W�� �2�,�,�<�G�W���W���,�,�G

���	���������
 ���������������

���!�3�>�C�W���C�+�(�1�K�W�����B�)�E�W���%�%�+�?�L�+�(�W

�
�
�
�����������
�
�	���W ���W �=�D�*�,�D���R�=�=�M�,�<�G�@�P�,�,�<�G�$�,�,�G���&�=�8

�T�U�V���S�>�>�K�+�9�E�A�O�+�+�:�E�#�+�+�E���'�>�7�W

20 YEARS
Keith Lazar, MI

15 YEARS
Kent Wooldridge, FL
Fred Smith, MD

10 YEARS
Peggy Garnes, OH
Kent Pegorsch, WI
Janice Girard, VT
Colorado State Beekeepers 
     Association, CO
Robert Jackson, FL

5 YEARS 

Debra Quackenbush, NV
Linda Mizer, NY
Thomas Lindeman, PA
Oregon State Beekeepers 
     Association, OR
Bec Powlesland, VIC
Kevin Brunning, IA
Morgan Dawkins, PA
Veldon Sorensen, UT
Peter Delaney, MA 
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Come hear the 'Jazz About Bees' at the 
2024 ABF Conference and Tradeshow 

lecture on how laws are passed, why it's important, and the 
step-by-step processes of meeting with legislative staffers 
or testifying.  After the lecture, the attendees will break into 
small groups and practice the skills taught in the lecture. 
George Hansen will also teach his Encaustic Painting 
course again.  Each participant will be able to draw their 
own canvas.  This is a limited class so if you wish to attend 
be sure to sign up early.

Fun: From our opening ceremonies to our Saturday tour of 
�W�K�H���%�D�W�R�Q���5�R�X�J�H���%�H�H���/�D�E�����\�R�X�
�O�O���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���D���I�X�Q���¿�O�O���H�Y�H�Q�W������
This year our off site event will be at the House of Blues.  
Great food, Jake Laundry jazz band, magician, face painter 
and Mardi Gras revelers.

New: �7�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���Z�H���D�U�H���D�G�G�L�Q�J���D���)�R�U�N�O�L�I�W���F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q��
Friday with the program in both English and Spanish.  The 
�¿�U�V�W���S�D�U�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�Q���R�Q�O�L�Q�H���W�H�V�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H���D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�H�V���Z�L�O�O���Q�H�H�G���W�R��
cover the cost of the test. You may view the entire schedule 
on our website at https://abfnet.org/abf-2024-schedule-2/

Hotel:  We have reserved a block of rooms at the New 
Orleans Marriott for a discounted rate of $169 a night (plus 
applicable tax and fees).  The hotel is located on 555 Canal 
Street, New Orleans, Louisiana.  A link to book rooms 
online will be posted on our website.  Book your stay before 
December 14, 2023 to guarantee this lower rate.

Several tours have also been arranged for Monday, January 
8th, 2024 at a special rate.  For more information, check out 
their website at https://uniquenola.com/abf/

Tradeshow:  Our Tradeshow Expo is totally sold out .  You 
may see the list of vendors on our website at  https://abfnet.
org/2024-abf-conference-frame/.

Want to learn, have fun and try something new?  Then you 
need to be in New Orleans to hear the 'Jazz about Bees' 
as we kick off our 81st ABF Conference and Tradeshow. 
Registration is now open, with early bird rates through 
October 31, 2023.  Pre-registration will close on December 
31, 2023.   Full conference registration will include a 
Tuesday night “Dinner and a Show” and Wednesday night 
“Dinner and Ice-cream Social”.

Welcome reception on Tuesday evening, January 9th 
will include a “Dinner and a movie.”  We are looking to 
show videos of commercial beekeepers in their apiaries.   
Wednesday night will be a “Dinner and Ice-cream Social” 
in conjunction with the annual Brain Buster game and 
�D�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���E�H�Q�H�¿�W���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���+�R�Q�H�\���4�X�H�H�Q���3�U�L�Q�F�H�V�V��
Program. Education sessions start on Wednesday, January 
10th with Keynote Speakers Dr. Frank Rinkevich from the 
USDA lab in Baton Rouge and Dr. Samuel Ramsey, award 
winning entomologist and founder of the Ramsey Research 
Foundation.  

Education: We are back to a three-track schedule.  Each 
level of beekeeping will have a schedule with topics 
targeted for them, but you are more than welcome to 
switch to other tracks.   Friday will also see an entire day 
of 'Beginning Beekeeping Classes' taught by Bo Sterk and 
David Westervelt.   

We've lined up a special Honey Judging class which will 
include teaching how to judge honey and creating a set 
of rules for judging nationally.  This will be followed by a 

three-hour 
workshop 
by Dr. Judy 
Wu Smart 
on "Science 
Policy and 
Advocacy 
Training for 
Beekeepers".  
The 
workshop 
will include 
both a 

Article by: Debbie Seib

Dr. Frank D. Rinkevich

January 9 - 13 | New Orleans, Louisiana

Dr. Samuel Ramsey

2024



�W�K�H���%�D�W�R�Q���5�R�X�J�H���%�H�H���/�D�E�����\�R�X�
�O�O���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���D���I�X�Q���¿�O�O���H�Y�H�Q�W������

�7�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���Z�H���D�U�H���D�G�G�L�Q�J���D���)�R�U�N�O�L�I�W���F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q��

�¿�U�V�W���S�D�U�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�Q���R�Q�O�L�Q�H���W�H�V�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H���D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�H�V���Z�L�O�O���Q�H�H�G���W�R��

�D�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���E�H�Q�H�¿�W���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���+�R�Q�H�\���4�X�H�H�Q���3�U�L�Q�F�H�V�V��
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NAMES  (Please PRINT NAMES as they will appear on their Name Badge) Adult Child
FIRST: LAST:

FIRST: LAST:

FIRST: LAST:

FIRST: LAST:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

PHONE: ALTERNATE PHONE:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

Registration for children under18 is $20 if accompanied by adult. 
Pleaselist their names above for name badge(s).

Early thru
October 31, 2023

Regular thru
December 31, 2023

On-Site after
December 31, 2023

Registration Member Non-Member Member Non-MemberMember Non-Member

Individual Registrants Full Conference $245.00 $305.00 $295.00 $355.00 $345.00 $405.00 

Individual Registrants Day Rate $150.00 $190.00 $175.00 $215.00 $200.00 $240.00 

Student, Educator, ARBC, AIA $60.00 

Less Membership Discount Less $-60.00 per member -

REGISTRATION SUB TOTAL:

Specifyother events you are attending.

Tuesday
January 9

Wednesday
January 10

Prices Fees:

Will you be attending Tuesday Dinner? Yes or No $0.00
Will you be attending WednesdayDinner? Yes or No $0.00
Foundation Luncheon $80.00 per person
Auxiliary Luncheon $80.00 per person
Thursday House of Blues- Adult $80.00per adult
Thursday House of Blues– Child 11 to 15 $40.00per child
Thursday House of Blues– Child up to 10 $20.00per child
FridayBanquet $90.00 per person
Encaustic Painting Workshop $25.00 per person
Friday Fork Lift Certification $60.00 per person
Saturday Commercial Breakfast(7amto 10am) $25.00 per person
Saturday 8am Tour to Baton Rouge Lab $70.00 per person
Saturday 10am Tour to Baton Rouge Lab $70.00 per person

OTHER EVENTS SUB TOTAL:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TOTAL FEES----REGISTRATION + OTHER EVENTS:

Checkspayable in US Dollars to ABF and mail with this 
registration form to:
American Beekeeping Federation
480 TownCenter St, N.
PMB #253
Mooresville, IN46158-1379
Attn: Debbie Seib

Credit Card:  Amex, Visa, Discover or MasterCard
Print Name on Card:_______________________________________
Card Number:___________________________________________
Expiration (MO/YEAR):_________________ 
Verification/SecurityCode:____________

81th ABF Conference and Tradeshow
NewOrleans Marriott, in New Orleans, Louisiana 

January 9 – January 13, 2024. 
Register on line:https://abfnet.org/2024-abf-conference-registration/

Registrations postmarked after December 22, 2023 are not guaranteed and will cost more.   
All registrations will be confirmed by Debbie Seib, who can be contacted at 317.503.0583 or  

abfnet.org@gmail.com
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STEVEN HUPFER 
MEMORIAL FUND

Steven “Steve” John Hupfer, 64 of Green Bay, Wisconsin, passed away on 
Wednesday, May 17, 2023. 

Steve’s biggest life passion was the honeybee.  Steve was a beekeeper 
and advocate in the bee community. He was self-taught, but extremely 
knowledgeable and passionate about educating new beekeepers.  He was 
involved with the Brown County Beekeepers Association, serving as both 
vice president and president for several years.  He volunteered with Mosquito 
Hill Nature Center and the Izaak Walton League, assisting with bluebird 
habitat, bee hives and conservation efforts. Steve also visited neighboring 
bee associations including Door County Beekeepers Club, Waupaca County 
Beekeepers Association and Shawano County Beekeepers to name a few. He 
will be greatly missed by the beekeeper community.

Donations to the Steve Hupfer Memorial Fund allowed the three 4-H Essay 
winners the opportunity to attend the 2024 ABF Conference and Tradeshow.

We’d like to thank the following for their donations to the Steve Hupfer 
Memorial Fund.  Their generous donations will allow future 4-H Essay winners 
to attend ABF Conferences for several years.  

Daniel Ferris

Stacey Sever

Steven Wilda

Jennifer Canavan

Roberta Mathisen

Francis & Rita Hupfer

Jay & Veronica Ottow

�/�D�X�U�D���&�D�Q�¿�H�O�G

Terri Melquist

One Law Group

Everson, Whitney, Everson & Brehm

Michael & Mary Lokensgard

Sandra Hupfer

Virginia Baer

Herrling Clark

Kelly Diestler

Steven and Lisa Mayer

Charles and Ann Yeager

Tim and Susanne Nettesheim

Irene J Mayer

Brenda Zellner

Brown County Beekeepers

Judith Turba

Erleen Zellner

David Jensen

Patricia McKloskey

Sandra Hupfer

Doris Russell

Kathi Drake

Sherry Coley

Stefanie Schuh

Megan Woolf

�$�Z�D�U�G�H�H���V�����Z�L�O�O���E�H���Q�R�W�L�¿�H�G���E�\���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U������������������

�4�X�D�O�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V��



�/�D�X�U�D���&�D�Q�¿�H�O�G
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BEE PRACTICAL AWARD
Request for Applications
The American Beekeeping Federation (ABF) is offering four awards of $500 to a beekeeper with a practical 
beekeeping idea that is relevant to other beekeepers. We are looking to fund one or more individuals that have 
developed a practical beekeeping practice, have a practical beekeeping idea OR needs funding as part of a master 
beekeeping program. Examples of practical ideas include, but are not limited to: a novel way of utilizing old bee 
boxes, an air conditioned bee suit, a more accurate method of sampling for varroa mites, a method of collecting 
colony information, or a hive design for people with disabilities. Novel ideas will receive a higher rating.

Awardee(s) will be asked to share their idea with ABF membership in two ways.

1)present their idea at the ABF annual conference in January 2024 hosted in New Orleans, Louisiana. Free 
registration will be included. 

2) the awardee(s) must write an article about their idea for the ABF’s Quarterly magazine.

Applications will be accepted through November 7, 2023

�$�Z�D�U�G�H�H���V�����Z�L�O�O���E�H���Q�R�W�L�¿�H�G���E�\���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U������������������

Application Submission:

Submit their applications to garett.p.slater@gmail.com. Each application must include:

• Applicant’s name, mailing address, email address, and phone number

• Summary of idea (1-2 sentences)

• If the idea has been completed or if it is an idea that will be developed with the award money

• One-page description of the idea for a practical beekeeping practice

• One or more images that describe the idea and does not include the applicant

�4�X�D�O�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V��

• Must be a member of the American Beekeeping Federation. Go to abfnet.org to become a member.

• Must be a beekeeper. Researchers, including students, may apply if you are also a beekeeper.

Applications will be reviewed by a panel of distinguished ABF Research Committee members and the funds awarded 
based on the originality, practicality, and feasibility of the idea. One application per person is allowed. Teams, like 
a beekeeping club, may apply if at least one person is an ABF member. Prior to submission, anyone interested in 
seeking a patent for their idea should apply for the patent before applying to avoid invalidating the patent application. 

For questions or additional information, contact garett.p.slater@gmail.com
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ANYTHING BUT BASIC: 

BEVERAGE CATEGORY BOOMING

by American Honey Board

Consumers are looking for ways to add sweetness to beverages, but not just in an indulgent way, a report 
�E�\���&�D�U�J�L�O�O���V�D�\�V�����&�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V���Z�D�Q�W���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���Z�L�W�K���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���V�Z�H�H�W�H�Q�H�U�V���O�L�N�H���K�R�Q�H�\���W�K�D�W���D�O�V�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V����

Beverage trends by the numbers:

• ���������R�I���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V���F�K�R�R�V�H���E�H�Y�H�U�D�J�H�V���W�K�H�\���S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H���D�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H���K�H�D�O�W�K���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V

• Hydration was named as a top function for consumers (34%), followed by energy (18%)

• The functional beverage category's estimated sales are predicted to climb to $200 billion by 2030

Final thought: Beverage producers who use honey are ahead of the game. Consumers are taking a 
�S�U�R�D�F�W�L�Y�H���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���W�R���G�U�L�Q�N���F�K�R�L�F�H�V�����D�Q�G���E�H�\�R�Q�G���K�\�G�U�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�H�\�
�U�H���Z�D�Q�W�L�Q�J���P�R�U�H���I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���W�K�D�Q��
ever before — like energy, general wellness and better digestion — with each gulp.

Image by National Honey Board
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WHERE DO 
YOUR BEES 
FORAGE?

Image by Ton op de Weegh from Pixabay
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by Mark Partridge

I often hear beekeepers – or potential beekeepers 
– say that there isn’t anything nearby for the bees to 
forage on, or that they are “surrounded by corn and 
beans.” But there’s a difference between what we 
tend to see when we look around, and what a bee 
sees. Bees typically forage in a radius of 2 to 3 miles 
from their colony, and may venture as far as 5 miles 
if there’s nothing closer. But even a 2 mile radius 
provides an area of over 12.5 square miles for the 
bees to forage.

Here’s something fun to play with:
http://www.freemaptools.com/radius-around-point.htm

Go to this site and where it says “Search for Location,” 
enter the nearest town near you (I entered Helmsburg, 
IN) and then use the zoom (+ / -) buttons and arrow 
keys in the upper left corner to center the map on your 
bee yard. Where it says “Radius Distance,” enter 2 (or 
3) miles (you may have to hit enter a couple times, or 
click in one of the other Distance boxes before ALL 
FOUR boxes update. This is important, or it will stay 
at a radius of 600 miles.). Where it says “Map Height,” 
click on “large” or “full screen.” Lastly, click on the spot 
on the map where your bee yard is. Voila! This is the 
forage area for your bees (see Radius 1).

If you know of some beekeepers nearby, you can add 
them to the map. This provides a nice picture if you’re 
wondering about which drones your virgin queens 
might mate with. I added Tony Gaudin’s bee yard 
(third image). 

One time I sat down with the membership list and 
started plotting all the locations within Brown County. 
It didn’t take very many before nearly the entire county 
was covered with overlapping circles!

Radius 1: In the upper right, where it says “map”, you can select 
“satellite” to get a better picture of exactly what the area around 
you looks like.

Have some fun and check out the area your bees are pollinating!

�W�K�H���T�X�D�O�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�������7�K�H�U�H���Z�L�O�O���D�O�V�R���E�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U��

�F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H�V���F�D�Q���¿�Q�G���W�K�L�V���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���R�Q��

�L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�V���L�I���W�K�H���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H���L�V���D���J�R�R�G���¿�W��

�L�V���D���J�R�R�G���¿�W���W�R���P�R�Y�H���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V������
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QUEEN Committee Report
by: Danielle Dale, American Honey Queen Program Committee Member

Earlier this year, the American Honey Queen Committee 
reported on the newly expanded application process 
for the American Honey Queen and Princess positions 
that began in 2022, allowing the Queen Program 
to recruit candidates from all 50 states.  The newly 
expanded program gives us the ability to continue to 
work with our current state programs while also giving 
young women the opportunity of a lifetime in states that 
don’t currently have a Honey Queen Program.  Now, 
we want to share with you this expanded application 
process for those women in states that don’t have a 
Honey Queen program.  We ask everyone to encourage 
women you know to apply for the positions if they meet 
�W�K�H���T�X�D�O�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�������7�K�H�U�H���Z�L�O�O���D�O�V�R���E�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U��
members, local clubs, and state organizations to sponsor 
successful candidates from this expanded program. 

The expanded application process is open now for the 
2024 American Honey Queen and Princess.  For women 
in states without an active honey queen program, the 
process starts with an initial application.  Interested 
�F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H�V���F�D�Q���¿�Q�G���W�K�L�V���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���R�Q��
the ABF website or through the QR code below.  A 
full position description is available on the website 
that provides additional detail on the expectations of 
the position. The initial application ensures that the 
interested candidate meets the basic requirements and 
provides the American Honey Queen Committee an 
understanding of her interest in applying.  All candidates 
who complete the initial application will be contacted 
by a member of the American Honey Queen 
Committee even if eligibility requirements are not 
met.

 

After the initial application is complete, a panel 
interview is scheduled with members of the 
American Honey Queen committee.  The initial 
�L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�V���L�I���W�K�H���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H���L�V���D���J�R�R�G���¿�W��
for the position and answers any questions that the 
applicant may have regarding the process.  The 
interview panel then determines if the candidate 
�L�V���D���J�R�R�G���¿�W���W�R���P�R�Y�H���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V������
Candidates moving forward are asked to submit 
the full application packet to the Committee 
Chairperson.  This is the same application packet 
that state queen applicants receive in late summer 
to complete.  The externally sourced candidates 
then continue the same application process as the 
state queens.  A member of the American Honey 
Queen committee is also assigned to the applicant 

to act as a mentor/guide through the process all the way 
through the ABF convention, similar to a state Honey 
Queen chairperson or committee.

The next step in the process is securing sponsorships 
for these candidates.  The sponsorships cover the 
candidate’s expenses associated with interviewing for 
the American Honey Queen and Princess positions 
at the ABF convention.  State organizations, local 
beekeeping organizations, individual members, 
beekeeping businesses, or other interested parties 
will be contacted by members of the American 
Honey Queen Committee.  If you, your state or local 
beekeeping organization, or business are interested in 
sponsoring a candidate, please contact Danielle Dale at 
danielledale22@hotmail.com for more details about this 
part of the process. 

Initial applications from candidates in our expanded 
application process for the American Honey Queen and 
Princess positions are due by October 1.  Please share 
this information with dynamic, well spoken women in 
your area!  We are eager to host more applicants for the 
American Honey Queen and Princess positions at the 
ABF convention this year!  

Danielle Dale served as ABF’s 2012 American Honey 
Princess.  She is a member of the American Honey 
Queen Committee, leading the Program’s expanded 
candidate application process.
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This year so far has been an exciting 
journey that has brought out my 
adventurous spirit and has nurtured my 
passion for honey bees and beekeeping 
and sharing my knowledge with others. 

In April, I had the pleasure of visiting local 
elementary schools 
in Florida to share 
the enchanting 
world of honeybees 
and beekeeping 
with bright young 
students.  Across 13 
total presentations at 
six local elementary 
schools, I taught 
an estimated 1,022 
students about where 
their honey comes 
from and the vital 
role honeybees play 
in pollination.  The 
students were often 
shocked to learn 
that honeybees 
are responsible 
for pollinating crops found in some of 
their favorite foods, like strawberries 
in strawberry shortcake!  One school 
presentation highlight was on April 11, when 
I gave a special presentation via Zoom for 
middle schoolers in Carson City, Nevada.  
The students were in a Career Exploration 
unit, so we delved into various career paths 
in beekeeping.  I talked about developing 
a business selling hive products, running 
a commercial beekeeping operation, 
breeding queens, and conducting research 
on honeybees as career opportunities.  
The bright students were curious about the 
process of harvesting different products 
from the hive and the tools required for the 
job.

�,�Q���H�D�U�O�\���0�D�\�����,���À�H�Z���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���W�R��
Woodland, CA, for the California Honey 
Festival on May 6!  The lively festival, 
held in downtown Woodland outside 
Sacramento, featured over 100 vendors 

and attracted approximately 25,000 
attendees.  Vendor booths contained 
products like honey and beeswax candles, 
�K�R�P�H�P�D�G�H���À�R�U�D�O���M�H�Z�H�O�U�\�����Z�R�R�G���F�D�U�Y�L�Q�J�V����
and much more.  Plus, tons of food 
trucks provided a wide variety of options, 
from tacos to lobster!  As a part of the 

festival, I delivered 
two captivating 
presentations about 
honeybees, despite 
rain during the 
�¿�U�V�W���R�Q�H�����1�R�W�K�L�Q�J��
dampened the 
enthusiasm of the 
audience, as they 
learned about 
the remarkable 
ways honeybees 
communicate and 
coordinate their hive 
activities.  Prior to 
the Festival, I spoke 
to over 500 students 
in local elementary 
schools.  The students 
exhibited great 

excitement and curiosity about honeybees, 
asking numerous questions about the 
queen bee and her important role in the 
hive.  At one school, I was accompanied 
by BZ-Bee, the California Honey Festival’s 
mascot, which garnered lots of enthusiastic 
attention from the students.  At Gibson 
Elementary, I received an amusing 
question: “Have you ever gotten honey in 
your hair?” To which I replied, “Yes, and 
when that happens, I do not worry because 
honey has moisturizing properties that 
are good for hair.” Each unique question 
is another learning opportunity!  These 
school presentations where a great way 
to bring more kids to the festival, as I saw 
quite a few students show up at the festival.  
Thank you to Al and Sandy Eby of Blue 
Wing Gallery for arranging my visit to the 
Honey Festival and to Emilia Zarate for 
accompanying me to my school visits. 

I continued my journey in California by 

spending the following week with the Los 
Angeles County Beekeeper’s Association 
for the Los Angeles (LA) County Fair!  Prior 
to the fair, I immersed myself in learning 
about beekeeping in California.  I had 
the privilege of joining Kevin Heydman of 
Bare Bees for a day of hive checks and 
calls for live bee removals in Glendora, 
gaining insight on the inspection process 
and encountering honey bee activity within 
house roofs.  I also visited Bill’s Bees 
Apiaries in Tujunga, where I learned about 
commercial beekeeping operations and 
helped install new queens in hives placed 
in a vast avocado grove in the mountains.  
Witnessing honeybees actively pollinating 
the avocado trees was a truly amazing 
sight.  We also checked hives out in the 
canyons, surrounded by a plethora of sage, 
�P�X�V�W�D�U�G�����D�Q�G���E�X�F�N�Z�K�H�D�W���À�R�Z�H�U�V�����L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�Q�J��
a promising honey harvest. Thank you to 
Jeremy Jensen of Bill’s Bees for taking a 
day to show me around his apiaries and 
�D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���P�H���W�R���V�H�H���¿�U�V�W�K�D�Q�G���W�K�H���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
and hard work involved in commercial 
beekeeping operations. It was an invaluable 
experience.

From May 11-14, I attended the LA 
County Fair!  Every year, the LA County 
Beekeeper’s Association runs a honey 
booth that’s equipped with a diverse range 
of California honeys, including sage, 
avocado, and orange blossom.  The booth 
also contained a captivating four-frame 
tall observation hive, which attracted 
attendees of all ages.  Throughout my 
visit, I spoke to thousands of attendees, 
discussing topics like honeybee biology, 
beekeeping practices, the importance of 
pollination, and the many uses for honey.  I 
often encouraged honey consumers to try 
the oatmeal honey recipe (from this year’s 
recipe brochure) using buckwheat honey 
from the honey booth.  At the observation 

AMERICAN HONEY

by Selena Rampolla
Queen Report

Queen Selena points out the queen bee at the 
Warren County Farmers' Fair in New Jersey.



�,�Q���H�D�U�O�\���0�D�\�����,���À�H�Z���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���W�R��

�K�R�P�H�P�D�G�H���À�R�U�D�O���M�H�Z�H�O�U�\�����Z�R�R�G���F�D�U�Y�L�Q�J�V����

�¿�U�V�W���R�Q�H�����1�R�W�K�L�Q�J��

�P�X�V�W�D�U�G�����D�Q�G���E�X�F�N�Z�K�H�D�W���À�R�Z�H�U�V�����L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�L�Q�J��

�D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���P�H���W�R���V�H�H���¿�U�V�W�K�D�Q�G���W�K�H���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
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hive, I explained to visitors the different 
roles and hive activities of honey bees 
�D�Q�G���O�H�W���W�K�H�P���¿�Q�G���W�K�H���T�X�H�H�Q�������2�Q�O�\���D���I�H�Z��
�Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V���V�S�R�W�W�H�G���W�K�H���T�X�H�H�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���W�U�\������
Each day of the fair, I delivered a 30-minute 
presentation on the Master Gardner’s 
Stage about the incredible world of 
honeybees.  Audience members consisted 
of both adults and children, and some 
were beginner beekeepers.  I answered 
numerous great questions on a range of 
topics including the tools and knowledge 
required for beekeeping, how wasps differ 
from honeybees, and how exactly honey 
�E�H�H�V���S�R�O�O�L�Q�D�W�H���À�R�Z�H�U�V�������2�Q���0�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V���'�D�\����
we handed out free honey sticks to all the 
wonderful and hard-working mothers who 
visited the honey booth. Thank you to Kevin 
Heydman for hosting me during my stay 
and to other members of the LA County 
Beekeeping Association for arranging my 
presentations during the fair and helping me 
promote our sweet industry. 

  

Back in Florida, I spoke to two local 
elementary schools on May 16 and May 
19, reaching nearly 150 students.  Students 
were enthusiastic about the queen bee and 
how honeybees might replace her if she is 
not laying enough eggs.  Also, when I was 

home in Tampa, 
I continued 
beekeeping and 
preparing for 
�W�K�H���K�R�Q�H�\���À�R�Z��
that was soon to 
come.  On May 
30, Bryan Gray 
from Fox 13 
interviewed me 
for a television 
segment and 
article on 
“What’s Right 
with Tampa 
Bay”.  During 
the interview, I 
discussed the 
variety of ways 
to use honey, the vital role honeybees play 
in pollination, and the special symbiotic 
relationship between society, honey bees, 
�D�Q�G���À�R�Z�H�U�V�����$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����,���S�X�W���R�Q���P�\���E�H�H��
suit and gave viewers a tour of inside a hive 
while explaining the honeybee’s incredible 
coordination skills and the different tasks 
they have inside the hive.  The televised 
interview aired on June 12, and it was 
valued at over $3,000 in free publicity for the 
beekeeping industry.

My next honey 
adventure took 
place June 
11-18, when 
I traveled up 
the east coast 
to Connecticut 
for the Lyman 
Orchard’s 
Strawberry 
Festival.  
Throughout 
the week, I had 
the pleasure 
of delivering 
presentations 
to retirement 
homes and 
assisted living 

communities, immersing residents in the 
incredible world of honeybees.  Residents 
were most interested in the various jobs 
each type of honeybee has and how 
beekeepers harvest honey and beeswax.  
Additionally, many wanted to know how to 
help the honey bees, to which I suggested 
�S�O�D�Q�W�L�Q�J���S�R�O�O�L�Q�D�W�R�U���I�U�L�H�Q�G�O�\���À�R�Z�H�U�V���W�R���K�H�O�S��
feed honey bees.  The Strawberry Festival 
took place on Saturday, June 17, and Jones 

Queen Selena speaks with Illinois Governor JB Pritzker at the 
Illinois State Fair in August.

WE’RE BUYING HONEY 
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More, QUEEN, page 24
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AMERICAN HONEY

by Allison Hager
Princess Report

These last few months have been busy 
with traveling, but have had a great time 
promoting honey bees and the beekeeping 
industry to so many students and families!

Toward the end of March, I spoke with 
FFA students in Maquoketa, Iowa, about 
the tools and resources needed for 
beekeeping, as many were interested in 
becoming a beekeeper someday.  I also 

highlighted the importance of honeybees 
and explained that honeybees are vital 
for the many crops grown within the 
agricultural industry.  It was great getting 
to meet so many students interested in 
helping the environment!

I then traveled to Kennewick, Washington, 
April 16-19 to speak at a two-day event, 
called Salmon Summit.  This event, put on 
by the Benton Conservation District, allows 
students to raise salmon and release them 
into local rivers, while also learning about 
various agriculture topics.  I spoke with 
over 400 students in the area about how 
important honeybees are to the food they 
eat on a daily basis.  I had a table set up 
with pictures and beekeeping equipment 
for students to look at, in addition to giving 
a presentation. The students liked seeing 
the differences between honey bees and 
other types of bees and wasps. I was 

also featured on the “Tell Me Something 
Good” segment of KNDU News television 
station, discussing what students would 
learn when visiting the Salmon Summit and 
why it is important to help honeybees for 
the environment, which had an estimated 
publicity value of $600.  My host family, the 
Blanchards, were always there to help me 
to make sure I was successful in sharing 
my knowledge and passion for honeybees 
to others.

In the beginning of May, I visited three 
different schools throughout the State 
of Iowa.  Over 150 students learned 
and asked questions about honeybees!  
Many of these students were interested 
in learning about how a new queen bee 
is made and how honeybees create 
royal jelly!  It was rewarding traveling to 
Maquoketa, Ames, and Boone to see the 
excitement in students learning about 
pollination.

From May 14-20, I traveled to Connecticut 
for a week to speak to several high schools 
and elementary schools.  At Rockville High 
School I gave 3 presentations to over 90 
FFA students about the different ways 
honey bees contribute to our wellbeing 
and ways they can help, since they have 
a background and passion for helping the 
environment.  In turn, the students gave 
me a tour of the various projects they 
�Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�L�Q�J�����V�X�F�K���D�V���¿�[�L�Q�J���W�U�D�F�W�R�U�V����
�O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�L�Q�J�����J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���S�O�D�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���À�R�Z�H�U�V��
in the greenhouse, and more!  I also gave 
a presentation and helped install nucs at 
Amity Regional High School.  This school 
has hives on school property which was 
very interesting to see and experience!  The 
students were fascinated in learning more 
about honey bees in my presentation and 
were able to make connections to what they 
saw outside when installing the nucs.  The 
last part of my trip to Connecticut was to be 
a part of 4th Annual Operation Pollination 
put on by the Farmington Rotary, which is 
soon to be an international program to put 

on by Rotary organizations throughout the 
world!  When it comes to your local 

Rotary, be sure to invite the American 
Honey Queen or Princess to participate!  
I taught 275 young students on why and 
how honeybees can be helped.  I explained 
that honeybees like a variety in their diet, 
�V�R���S�O�D�Q�W�L�Q�J���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���S�O�D�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���À�R�Z�H�U�V���L�V��
a great way to help them!  All students 
�G�H�F�R�U�D�W�H�G���D���À�R�Z�H�U���S�R�W���D�Q�G���S�O�D�Q�W���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q��
�À�R�Z�H�U�V���L�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���D���E�R�R�N��
about honeybees to take home.  It was 
great seeing so many students get excited 
about such an important topic, as well as 
the adults and teachers sharing that same 
attitude!  I am very grateful for all the help 
my hosts, Ted and Becky Jones, provided 
for me during my stay.  Not only did they 
make me feel at home, but they took me 
into their beeyard to learn more about 
raising queens and even let me help catch 
�P�\���¿�U�V�W���V�Z�D�U�P��

Then, May 25-28, I traveled to Navasota, 
Texas, for BeeWeaver BuzzFest!  This 
event attracted over 1,000 people from the 
local area to enjoy music and food, while 
also learning so much about honeybees!  
It is open to anyone and gives guests a 
chance to learn about beekeeping and 
honeybees through real life demonstrations 
and activities. There were many stations, 
including a queen grafting station, a wax 
rolling station, a queen yard to visit, and 
an observation deck to watch beekeepers 
in action.  There was a lot to learn about 
honeybees, and I was glad to talk to many 
attendees about being a beekeeper and 
share facts about honey bees. I also 
helped with the queen grafting station, 
which replicated how to raise queens by 
using quinoa seeds as the queen larvae 
and yogurt as the royal jelly. This was 
really neat to put together and exciting 

Princess Allison gave three presentations at the 
Indiana State Fair about how honeybees help 

pollinate one-third of our diet.



�Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�L�Q�J�����V�X�F�K���D�V���¿�[�L�Q�J���W�U�D�F�W�R�U�V����
�O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�L�Q�J�����J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���S�O�D�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���À�R�Z�H�U�V��

�V�R���S�O�D�Q�W�L�Q�J���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���S�O�D�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���À�R�Z�H�U�V���L�V��

�G�H�F�R�U�D�W�H�G���D���À�R�Z�H�U���S�R�W���D�Q�G���S�O�D�Q�W���W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q��
�À�R�Z�H�U�V���L�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���D���E�R�R�N��

�P�\���¿�U�V�W���V�Z�D�U�P��
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to see how it effectively helped attendees 
understand how grafting works. Thank you 
to Laura Weaver for hosting me and to all 
the employees at BeeWeaver for making my 
stay great!

In June, I visited my local library in Bellevue, 
Iowa, to talk to children about beekeeping, 
honeybees, and honey products.  Not only 
were the children interested in honeybees, 
but so were their parents and grandparents, 
which was great to see!  I brought in a 
live queen bee and some of her workers 
for everyone to see up close.  In addition 
to this presentation, I also gave a virtual 
presentation to the Altoona Clover Kids Club 
in Iowa.  A few of the children were even 
beekeepers themselves, which made the 
presentation very interactive!    I also spoke 
with members from Big Island Beekeepers 
Association in Hawaii on July 11!  I 
discussed the importance of the American 
Honey Queen Program and what it takes to 
be a part of this.  I also learned from many 
members about what beekeeping is like in 
Hawaii and how it compares to beekeeping 
in the Midwest.

In late July, I traveled to Olympia, 
Washington, for the Washington State 
Beekeepers Association (WASBA) Pollinator 
Knowledge & Fun Fest.  This event allowed 
the public to learn more about honeybees 
and other pollinators.  Over 400 people 
attended this event, and I was excited to 
share my knowledge of honeybees and the 
American Honey Queen Program.  Prior to 
my visit and during the event, I interviewed 
with Jeff Ott on the “Beekeeping Today” 
Podcast.  I explained what this event 
entailed and how others can help with 
honeybees in their survival. Overall, this 
was a very successful event because of 
the WASBA members and my host, Ruthie 
Danielsen.  Thank you to everyone for 
making my stay prosperous!

On July 26, I had two media interviews in 
my area.  I visited WCCI Radio in Savanna, 
Illinois, discussing many interesting 
facts about honeybees and how planting 
�Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���À�R�U�D�O���V�R�X�U�F�H�V���L�V���D���J�U�H�D�W���Z�D�\���W�R��
help honeybees.  The interview was nearly 
30 minutes, so many great topics were 
discussed!  I later traveled to Davenport, 
Iowa, to join “Paula Sands Live”, a lifestyle 
program, on KWQC TV-6.  I explained the 
various products that honeybees provide 
for us and demonstrated a honey recipe live 
on air.  On July 27, I gave a presentation at 

my county fair in Jackson County, Iowa.  It 
was great seeing so 
many familiar faces 
while educating others 
about beekeepers, 
honeybees, and honey 
products.  I wrapped 
up July with another 
live television interview 
on KCRG TV-9 in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  
During this interview, 
I demonstrated 
another honey recipe.  
Demonstrations like 
these are a great way 
to highlight the industry 
on local television 
programs.  These 
media interviews had 
a combined value 
of nearly $15,000 in 
publicity for the industry!

August was busy 
with many state fairs 
across the nation!  My 
�¿�U�V�W���V�W�R�S���Z�D�V���W�K�H���1�H�Z���-�H�U�V�H�\���6�W�D�W�H���)�D�L�U���L�Q��
East Rutherford August 3-9.  I judged the 
entries for the honey show, checking the 
moisture content, which was very insightful.  
I gave daily hive demonstrations and 
several cooking with honey demonstrations, 
highlighting the honey energy ball and 
energy drink recipes from our 2023 recipe 
brochures, and they were a big hit.  During 
some free time in New Jersey, I visited two 
different Hilton Hotel locations to inspect 
hives on their property.  It was amazing to 
see this company do their part in helping 
the environment, while also providing fresh 
honey and vegetables in their restaurants.  
None of this would have been possible 
without having the Medina family as my 
hosts! 

I then traveled to the Indiana State Fair in 
Indianapolis August 10-13.  During my stay, 
I worked with members of the Beekeepers 
of Indiana in both their booth in the Ag-Hort 
Building and their exhibit in the Pioneer 
Village.  In the Ag-Hort building I worked 
with the observation hive and talked about 
the various products for sale.  When I 
was in Pioneer Village, I made beeswax 
candles, sold honey products, and gave 
three presentations about honeybees. Over 
200,000 people attended the fair during 
�P�\���¿�Y�H���G�D�\���V�W�D�\�������,�W���Z�D�V���J�U�H�D�W���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���W�R��
work with so many beekeepers, those in 
the Pioneer Village, and Indiana Honey 

Queen, Grace Captain.  Thank you to Kristy 
Dooly and family for 
everything they did 
for me during my 
stay, Linda Burkett 
for getting me from 
the airport, and 
Robert and Kim 
Thomson for letting 
me stay in their 
home!

My next trip was to 
the Iowa State Fair in 
Des Moines August 
14-15.  Straight off 
the plane, I had a 
television interview 
with WHO 13 
News in the Iowa 
Honey Producers 
Association’s  (IHPA) 
exhibit about the 
observation hives 
and great honey 
products that can be 
found at the IHPA 

booth.  I helped at the booth, answering 
questions about honey products and the 
observation hive.  I also helped fairgoers roll 
their own beeswax candles!  Iowa Honey 
Queen Rachel Vakulich and I gave cooking 
with honey demonstrations as well.  It was 
great seeing so many friends and family, 
and I truly appreciate all they did for me 
during my stay.

I then traveled to Louisville, Kentucky, 
August 16-20 for the Kentucky State Fair.  
I worked closely with members from the 
Kentucky State Beekeepers Association 
(KSBA) in their exhibit, giving out honey 
samples, answering questions about honey 
products, and selling these products.  I 
also helped the Commodities Breakfast, 
which allowed me to meet many politicians 
to explain the importance of honeybees 
in the agriculture industry.  One of the 
more prominent people I met with was the 
Kentucky Ag Commissioner, Ryan Quarles. 
He always loves learning about honeybees 
and honey products, and especially enjoyed 
learning more about creamed honey.  I 
enjoyed helping with the observation hive 
and giving a presentation in Cloverville, 
which is where 4-H members have all their 
great projects.  I am grateful for the KSBA 
members who made the trip successful and 
for Tom Ballinger helping me in any way 

Princess Allison assists with a hive demonstrations 
at the New Jersey State Fair.

More, PRINCESS, page 24



ABF QUARTERLY24 VOL. 81, NO. 3, 2023

possible.

I am excited to continue my journey with more fairs in the States of 
Nebraska, Washington, Texas, Maine, and Massachusetts, along 
with additional promotions in Pennsylvania, Arkansas, Georgia, 
Colorado, and Wisconsin.  One of my goals for the year is to speak 

with agricultural groups, such as 4-H clubs, FFA chapters, and 
Farm Bureau groups, about the importance of honeybees in the 
agriculture industry.  I would love to present to as many agricultural 
groups as I can, or any kind of organization or event in person or 
virtually!  If you would like to arrange a promotion with me, contact 
the American Honey Queen Program Committee Chair, Anna 
Kettlewell, at 414.545.5514 or honeyqueen99@hotmail.com.

Apiaries hosted a honey booth and provided an observation hive 
for thousands of attendees to view.  I delivered two presentations 
about honeybees throughout the day, which led attendees to 
come up to the booth afterwards and ask questions.  Exhibited on 
the booth beside the observation hive were examples of various 
foods that depend on honeybee pollination through either direct 
or indirect means, including fruits, vegetables, nuts, and dairy 
products.  In addition, the booth had a miniature Langstroth-style 
hive with removable frames and a miniature smoker.  Helping kids 
pretend to smoke the hive and check on the honeybees inside this 
little beehive was a great way to provide educational interaction.  
In addition to the food display, I would recommend this for other 
promotions to enhance visitors’ understanding of the vital role honey 
bees and beekeeping have in agriculture.  This promotion would 
not have been possible without Ted and Becky Jones of Jones 
Apiaries hosting me and arranging my community presentations and 
appearance at the Strawberry Festival. It was truly delightful!

In mid-July, I participated in the Michigan Honey Festival, a delightful 
�H�Y�H�Q�W���¿�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�H�V�����2�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���K�L�Y�H�V��
mesmerized visitors as they witnessed honeybee communication 
and hive activities in action.  Additionally, extraction demonstrations 
�D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V���W�R���O�H�D�U�Q���¿�U�V�W���K�D�Q�G���W�K�H���U�R�O�H���E�H�H�N�H�H�S�H�U�V���S�O�D�\���L�Q��
honey production.  I conducted two cooking demonstrations with 
refreshing and energizing recipes, the honey lime fruit salad and 
energy balls.  Both are great recipes to try during outdoor activities.  
The festival was well covered by the media, as I completed three 
media interviews with WLNS TV, the Argus-Press, and the Owosso 
Independent sharing facts about our industry, which contributed to 
an estimated $27,800 worth of free media publicity for the industry!  
Thank you to Mindy Brisbane, Julie Holovach, Cheri Persall, and all 
others involved with putting together this incredible event. 

July 28-August 2, I journeyed to Philipsburg, New Jersey, to attend 
the Warren County Farmers’ Fair!  This wholesome fair brought the 
community together for diverse activities, including hot air balloon 
launches every sunset.  The Northwest New Jersey Beekeepers 
Association (NWNJBA) hosted a honey booth decorated with 
eye-catching educational prints, a two-frame observation hive, 
a gorgeous wooden hive demonstration booth, and of course, 
their honeys for sale.  To add to the immersive appeal of the 
observation hive, attendees were excited to “Name a Bee” inside 
the hive for the price of a quarter and write their chosen name 
on display.  The association uses the proceeds to fund grants for 
beekeeping education in their community.  Throughout my visit, I 
helped sell honey, gave short honey bee presentations and a hive 
demonstration, and helped judge the honey show!  Thank you to 
members of the NWNJBA who dedicated their time to share with 
fairgoers the incredible ways honey bees impact our lives. I’m so 
grateful to have been a part of this event!

�$�X�J�X�V�W���������������,���W�U�D�Y�H�O�H�G���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���W�R���5�L�G�J�H�¿�H�O�G����
Washington, for the Clark County Fair. The Clark County 
�%�H�H�N�H�H�S�H�U�V���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���U�X�Q�V���D���%�H�H���%�D�U�Q���¿�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q��
about honeybees, beekeeping, and native pollinators.  In the middle 
of the exhibit, a single-frame observation hive showcased the queen 
�E�H�H���I�R�U���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V���W�R���¿�Q�G�������,���K�H�O�S�H�G���M�X�G�J�H���W�K�H���K�R�Q�H�\���V�K�R�Z�����K�D�Q�G�H�G��
out honey candy, and spoke with visitors.  Adjacent to the Bee 
�%�D�U�Q���Z�D�V���W�K�H���O�L�Y�H���K�L�Y�H���H�Q�F�O�R�V�X�U�H���¿�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���À�R�Z�H�U�V���D�Q�G���R�Q�H���D�F�W�L�Y�H��
beehive, demonstrating the environment and daily lives of honey 
bees.  I gave multiple presentations at this exhibit about honeybees, 
honey, and pollination, reaching hundreds of attendees daily. I had 
�¿�Y�H���P�H�G�L�D���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z�V���Z�L�W�K���.�*�:�����7�9�����.�2�,�1�������7�9�����.�3�7�9���)�R�[����������
KRCW TV, and The Columbian sharing key facts about our industry, 
generating about $13,000 worth of television publicity.  Before the 
Fair’s nightly grandstand concert, I spoke and highlight honeybee’s 
importance to pollination, encouraging thousands to explore the 
Bee Barn.  My visit would not have been fruitful without the help 
of John and Mary Ann Morrison guiding me throughout my fair 
activities. Thank you to the Clark County Beekeepers Association for 
arranging my stay and maintaining an educationally beautiful honey 
bee exhibit at the Clark County Fair.

�0�\���Q�H�[�W���V�W�R�S���Z�D�V���W�K�H���,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V���6�W�D�W�H���)�D�L�U���L�Q���6�S�U�L�Q�J�¿�H�O�G���$�X�J�X�V�W������������������
The Lincoln Land Beekeepers hosted a gorgeous honey booth, 
showcasing honey, honeycomb art, and beeswax sculptures.  I 
delivered multiple honeybee presentations to Boy and Girl Scouts 
of all ages.  While at the honey booth, I greeted Lieutenant 
Governor Juliana Stratton as she visited and shared productive 
�L�G�H�D�V���I�R�U���S�O�D�Q�W�L�Q�J���À�R�Z�H�U�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V���I�R�U���K�R�Q�H�\�E�H�H�V���D�Q�G��
other pollinators.  I completed interviews with a local newspaper, 
FarmWeek, and on WBUI CW 23 TV to attract visitors to the 
exhibit and share honey facts.  To sweeten the week, I attended 
the Governor’s Sale of Champions to assist in the auctioning of the 
grand champion honey.  I had the pleasure of meeting Governor 
J.B. Pritzker and encouraged him to further support beekeeping 
initiatives in Illinois.  I also judged the culinary competition in the 
category of baked goods using honey and performed a cooking 
demonstration on stage. This promotion would not have been 
possible without Larry Roth and the Lincoln Land Beekeepers 
coordinating my visit to Illinois and accommodating my stay. 

Princess Allison and I are enjoying representing beekeepers this 
year and would love to speak at your event!  Whether it’s a farmer’s 
market, fair, festival, school, or civic group, we can present at 
them all either in person or virtually.  If you would like to schedule 
an appearance with me or Princess Allison to further promote our 
sweet industry, please contact Anna Kettlewell at 414.545.5514 or 
honeyqueen99@hotmail.com.  I’m looking forward to upcoming 
visits this year!

QUEEN, from page 21

PRINCESS, from page 23
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�$�X�J�X�V�W���������������,���W�U�D�Y�H�O�H�G���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���W�R���5�L�G�J�H�¿�H�O�G����

�%�H�H�N�H�H�S�H�U�V���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���U�X�Q�V���D���%�H�H���%�D�U�Q���¿�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q��

�E�H�H���I�R�U���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V���W�R���¿�Q�G�������,���K�H�O�S�H�G���M�X�G�J�H���W�K�H���K�R�Q�H�\���V�K�R�Z�����K�D�Q�G�H�G��
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GIVE YOUR BEES THE BEST
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NEW!

Ask for HiveAlive Fondant and HiveAlive Pollen Patties at your local beekeeping store or order from www.usa.hivealivebees.com

The #1 Feed Supplement for Honeybees Worldwide

Have you tried our Fondant Patty and Pollen Patty yet?

Total 
solutions 
for colony 
nutrition

�t��Premium sugar patty 
with HiveAlive ideal for 
overwinter/emergency 
feeding

�t��Added vitamins & amino 
acids

�t��Contains 15% real USA 
pollen, 15.5% total 
protein.

�t��Contains HiveAlive & 
additional seaweed 
extracts with 
concentrated micro 
nutrients

�1���r�ˆ���•�¦�³�ô�•�*�’�/�‡�ž�«�W�•�e�Ù�—�±�y �1���r�ˆ���•�¦�³�ô�•�e�’�(�•�¢�«�•�e�Ù�W�—�¶
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HONEY QUEEN FUND
• Leighton Bogart
• Dean Cerf

FRIEND OF THE BEES
• Venus C. Borden
• Dean Cerf
• Susan Warner

ABF DONATIONS
The following have contributed to ABF during the months of June – September 2023.  These donations enable 
�$�%�)���W�R���I�X�Q�G���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���D�Q�G���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���E�H�Q�H�¿�W���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���E�H�H�N�H�H�S�L�Q�J���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\��

SHIPPING INTO CANADA! 

NEW WORLD CARNIOLAN BREEDING STOCK AVAILABLE

ITALIAN & NEW WORLD CARNIOLAN QUEENS 
SPRING • SUMMER • FALL

SPRING PACKAGES & NUCS 
AVAILABLE

HONEY DEFENSE FUND
• Dean Cerf
• Robert Dietrich

RESEARCH FUND
• Dean Cerf
• Susan Warner

LEGISLATIVE FUND
• Dean Cerf
• Robert Dietrich

FOUNDATION
• Baldemar Covarrubias
• Drew Peterson
• Dean Cerf
• Robert Dietrich
• Diane Nassar
• Avery Brewer



�$�%�)���W�R���I�X�Q�G���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���D�Q�G���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���E�H�Q�H�¿�W���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���E�H�H�N�H�H�S�L�Q�J���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\��
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STATE
DELEGATES

Each state having ABF members may 
appoint a state delegate to serve as a liaison 

between ABF and its state association and 
local clubs. Each state delegate acts as a 
membership and legislative coordinator — 
communicating important membership and 

legislative information between ABF and the 
state and local clubs.

Let’s grow together! Don’t miss this 
opportunity to publicize your state 

meetings. Let us know if you want your 
state more involved with the membership 
and legislative happenings and consider 

becoming a state sponsor of the ABF.

The ABF State Delegates 
Assembly meets the second 
Tuesday every other month.  
We hear from a Guest 
Speaker or Speakers on 
timely topics, the latest on 
the American Beekeeping 
Federation, including our 
Conference and Tradeshow. 
We also introduce our newest 
delegates from across the US.

We have been discussing our 
Membership drive and how the 
states could help with this effort.  
We have created a packet of 
information to be sent to State 
Delegates that are holding their 
Fall Conferences.  Eleven of our 
State Delegates have requested 
these packets that includes 
ABF membership applications, 
Q2 magazines, Save the Date 
cards, We’re a Beekeeper Too 
cards, What’s Happening to the 
Bees brochures and of course 
the engraved hive tools.  If you 
have a state conference coming 
up and would like to help with 

the membership drive, send 
an email to Debbie Seib at 
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com. 

We’ve been asked “How are 
delegates selected?”  Each state 
that has at least one ABF member 
is allowed a delegate.  Based on 
the number of members, they are 
allowed up to three.  The states 
nominate their delegates and 
send the name(s) to the Assembly 
Chair. 

This formula is used to determine 
how many delegates each state is 
allowed.  

1-14 Members 1 Delegate

15-74 Members 2 Delegates

75+ Members 3 Delegates

$60-1,499 1 Delegate

$1,500-10,499 2 Delegates

$10,500+ 3 Delegates

We have one remaining 
meeting in 2023 on 
November 7th.  If you are 
a state delegate, please 

add this to your calendar and join 
on the next call.  If we have your 
cell phone, you should receive a 
text message one hour before the 
start of the meeting.

If you would like more information 
about the State Delegates 
Assembly, contact Debbie Seib at 
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com.

Regards,

Debbie Seib, Chair

State Delegates Assembly
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