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Vice President's Message

CHANGE!!
Pennies, Nickels, Dimes, Quarters? Not that kind of change. Change as in to make different in some course or direction.

Just a few changes in our industry: a) More women commercial beekeepers like myself; b) More hives being moved for pollination,
honey flow and sells; c) More non-indigenous pests; d) Shrinking of honey bee habitat.

Let’'s examine c) More non-indigenous pests more closely.

In 1980, Tracheal mites were discovered in Mexico about 200 miles from our US southern border. In response a project by USDA,
APHIS, and the Beltsville Bee Lab to survey colonies in the US for these mites was conducted from 1980-1982; none were found in
the samples collected. However, in 1984, Tracheal mites were discovered in the US and due to migratory practices and sales of
packages, nucs and queens they spread very quickly and wiped out many commercial beekeepers. Change: Beekeepers needed to
treat for these mites. They incurred additional costs as they had to and do continue to treat for these mites.

Next comes Varroa mites, introduced into the US through Florida and then transported to Wisconsin. Within a few months, Varroa
mites had already spread to several other states and are now present in all fifty. Since there was no plan, many states were caught
off guard and the effort to control them was too late. Change: Beekeepers needed to treat for these mites. They did find a side
effect in that the treatment for Varroa also treated Tracheal mites. However, the cost for treating for Varroa is more expensive than



the cost of treating for Tracheal mites.

We are now being threatened with the possible invasion of a new devastating mite: the Tropilaelaps mite. While the T-mite is not yet
evident in the US, we believe it is just a matter of time. There may be treatments or other methods to address these mites. Both
Tracheal and Varroa mites caught beekeepers by surprise and we can’t have a repeat of that. Change: We need a plan before they
get here.

Beekeeping has always been a challenge and a changing environment. We rise to the challenges and adapt to the changes.

For questions, feel free to contact me at seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com.
Respectfully,

Debbie Seib
Vice President

State Delegates Updates

We currently have 78 State Delegates from 49 states. We held our first meeting in March and our second meeting is scheduled for May
14. Our delegates are heavily involved in their local and state associations as well as ABF. See our list of State Events in the section
below.

Each quarter we like to revisit our goals and see how we are progressing. Our goals for our 2024 State Delegates Assembly are:

1. Maintain 100% states to have at least 1 State Delegate
2. Get 85% states to have allowed number of delegates
3. Get 10 states to be Platinum sponsors
a. Currently at 8
4. Maintain current number of Gold, Silver, Bronze
a. We have 7 Gold
b. We have 7 Silver
c. We have 6 Bronze
5. Get 40 delegates to attend at least one bi-monthly call
a. Our March Meeting had 32 attendees
6. Write article in every quarterly
a. Our 18t quarter article was written by Stephanie Slater
7. Write article for e-Buzz
a. We've written an article in each e-Buzz this year
8. Get more visibility for our State Sponsors
a. Each State Sponsor was sent a certificate created by Robert Duffy and Lisa Ghezi

Our guest speakers at our May meeting will be Danielle Downey from Project Apis m., Natasha Garcia-Andersen, President and Brooke
Decker, Vice-President of the Apiary Inspectors of America.

Mourning our Loss

Dan McConnell, from Colorado, served as a State Delegate for many years. He lost his battle with cancer on March 22. Dan
was an advisor for the Colorado State Beekeepers Association and a member of American Beekeeping Federation since 2017. He
will be sorely missed.

Regional Associations

Our regional organizations are planning for 2024 conferences. If you'd like participate in educational sessions, apiary experiences,
children’s programs, and honey shows, you should attend a regional conference. Each conference is held in one of their member states or
provinces. Moving the conference around allows everyone an opportunity to attend a regional conference that is closer to home.

EASTERN
APICULTURAL
SOCIETY

Eastern Apicultural Society (EAS) 69t annual Short Course and Conference titled “Think Like a Bee” will be held August 5-9, 2024 at
Turf Valley Resort in Ellicott City, Maryland. The annual Short Course and Conference will be a time for beekeepers to gain and exchange
knowledge, experience laboratory workshops and apiary inspections, attend speaker presentations, participate in day trips and dinners,
meet new acquaintances, grow friendships, and chance upon the latest and greatest products from our leading industry vendors. Keynote
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speakers include Dr. Michelle Flenniken, Dr. Jeff Pettis, and Sam Droege. Watch for more updates
at: https://easternapiculture.org/conference/.

Keep watching their websites for the latest on the 2024 HAS and WAS Conferences.

725 APICULTURAL

State Events

If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members, please send it to Debbie Seib at
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com.

Here are some state events in May/June/July:

May 11 Hardin County Beekeepers Association: A Year In Beekeeping (Kentuck

May 18-19 Delaware Valley University: Queen Rearing (Pennsylvania)

June 1 Colorado State Beekeepers Association Summer Meeting

June 15 The Beekeepers of Indiana: Purdue Field Day

June 22 llinois State Beekeepers Association Annual Summer Meeting

July 11-13 Joint Minnesota/Wisconsin Honey Producers Annual Meeting and Convention

If you would like more information about the ABF State Delegates Assembly or about state sponsorships, contact Debbie Seib at
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com. If you are a State Delegate and would like ABF information to share at your event, send an email
including estimated numbers to abfnet.org@gmail.com. Please give us three weeks notice.

Regards,
Debbie Seib, Chair
ABF State Delegates Assembly

ABF 2025 Conference and Trade Show
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SAVE THE DATE

2025 American
Beskeeping
Federation
Conference &
Tradeshow

Januprr T =11,.2025

Peppermill Resort Spa C'asinq
2707 South Virginia Street
Reno, Nevada 89502

Exciting Conference News...

Our three Keynote Speakers have been confirmed for our 82nd Conference and Tradeshow in Reno, Nevada beginning the week of
January 7, 2025.

Dr. Marla Spivak from University of Minnesota, Dr. Scott McArt from Cornell University, and Dr. Geoff Williams from Auburn University will be
our Keynote Speakers.

The format of our conference will be same as last year. We'll have all day tracts for commercial, sideliner and small-scale beekeepers. You
may attend any session you have an interest in. We’ll be inviting back AIA and ABRC groups and they contribute a lot to our program.

Our offsite social event will be at the National Automobile Museum. The museum opened in November 1989 with a donation from Holiday
Inns of 175 cars. They now host over 200 specialty cars, street signs and a private theater. Recently added is the Paul Newman
championship race cars and coming soon is the kids interactive zone.

Our tradeshow area has doubled in size and all breakout sessions are on one floor. We anticipate a sold out expo again and this year we'll
have even more opportunities for sponsorship. If you are interested, send an email to abfnet.org@gmail.com and we’'ll send you a
prospectus.

The Kids and Bees program will be back on site and, as usual, we’ll be hosting our annual American Honey Show. Our honey show will
again feature 18 different categories.

Keep an eye on our website as we begin posting more information at abfnet.org.

For questions, send an email to Debbie Seib at abfnet.org@gmail.com.

Kids and Bees from then to now!

Kids and Bees, an ABF Foundation for the Preservation of Honeybees program, is back onsite in Reno, Nevada on Saturday, January 11,
2025.

Volunteers, get ready to join the Foundation and the American Honey Queen Program to educate the next generation about the importance
of honey bees and the beekeeping industry. We need many volunteers to make this event a success in January.

Kids and Bees is a one-day, free educational event for local and visiting elementary-aged children to discover the world of honey bees.
Children, along with their parents, grandparents, and teachers are welcome to participate in the Kids and Bees program from 9:00 — 11:30
a.m. on the day of the event. This no-charge, educational program has been a featured event during the ABF Conference & Tradeshow or
offsite in local schools for over 25 years and is a don’t-miss opportunity for school groups, home-schooled children, scouts, and clubs. Plan
to join the fun in Reno, Nevada on Saturday, January 11, 2025.

The Kids and Bees program was originally brought to the ABF conference at the request of the ABF Board of Directors in the early 1990’s.
Their hope was to bring awareness of the industry to media during our conference which is held in different cities each year. The American
Honey Queen committee took the American Honey Queen, American Honey Princess, queen canidates and volunteers from the conference
to local schools and provided education and entertaining presentations to students of all ages. We invited media to attend these
presentations and had them join us at conference.

It was not long before a vision was formed and developed to make the program an onsite activity and Kim Lehman, the “Bee Lady” became
the organizer. The first onsite Kids and Bees was held in Norfolk, Virginia in 1997. Kim is a storyteller, beekeeper, artist and brilliant
educator. She was able to develop curriculum that brought beekeeping and honey bee love across the country, many times over, during
her nearly twenty years of coordinating the program.

Next, in 2012 the program was transitioned from the “Bee Lady”, Kim Lehman to the “Bee Girl” Sarah Red-Laird. Sarah is the executive
director of the Bee Girl organization, which runs six programs focused on beekeeping education and honey bee conservation. In 2023, the
Foundation for the Preservation of Honeybees decided to transition the program back to the American Honey Queen Program for oversight
and coordination.
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As times and locations vary, so does the format of the program, with the mission remaining the same: to educate the next generation of
Americans on the importance of honey bees and inspire them to take part in the preservation of honey bees. To be
successful, this program takes the efforts of members throughout the organization. In the upcoming months, you will have the opportunity to
sign up to volunteer for the event, including help with setup, take down, and working directly with the attendees, teaching them about OUR
industry. Stay tuned for more details on how to volunteer for this program. |look forward to seeing many faces helping with this successful
program that has brought timely and important information to young people nationwide.

Patty Sundberg

Selena Rampolla, 2023 American Honey Queen, and ABF volunteer
Debbie Komperda, "Betty Bee" taking Kids and Bees offsite to schools
to reach over 600 students.

Louann Hausner, 1996 American Honey Princess, presenting a live

skit "The Life of a Honeybee" to 300+ homeschoolers that attended

the first onsite Kids and Bees during the 1997 American Beekeeping
Federation Conference in Norfolk, Virginia.

Honey Queen Buzz




April may be known for its showers, but it was far from a gloomy month fo he American HE)ney Queen and Princess.
As many of us are busy moving bees through different pollination sites or receiving our new bees preparing for a new year of honey
production, the American Honey Queen Program focuses on educational promotions in the classroom setting. Both Queen Kaelyn and
Princess Lainey, in between their own educational pursuits, delivered school presentations in their home states and nearby.

Kaelyn’s presentations spanned all age ranges, from elementary school through high school in northeastern Wisconsin. As an agriculture
education major, Kaelyn has a keen interest in presenting about the beekeeping industry to students studying in fields that relate to our
industry, such as agriculture classes, family and consumer sciences, and other career education courses. A highlight this month included
presentations to foods classes in Lena, Wisconsin, where Kaelyn guided students through the preparation of honey recipes. Providing
students with a hands-on learning experience, including allowing them to try our products in different applications, creates new avenues of
honey consumption and expands our base of consumers. As students are introduced to products early in life, they are more apt to
appreciate and utilize honey in their careers and personal diets. Consider scheduling such presentations for Kaelyn when she visits your
state.

Lainey’s presentations in schools spanned throughout the elementary school age group in Maine and Massachusetts. She also took her
presentations to local libraries, reaching a wider audience. Local libraries are a great venue to increase awareness of the beekeeping
industry and allow us to advocate for consumer support of the industry. Adult and children’s librarians often seek out programming to bring
people to the library and create a sense of community. Be sure to capitalize on these opportunities when the Queen and Princess visit your
state. Libraries provide programming year-round. When our representatives present, they can focus on honey consumption, further
promoting your products, or can focus on the industry as a whole, and the presentations can be geared for children, adult, or family
audiences.

We are busily scheduling promotions for these spring months and are continuing to take your promotion requests through the end of the
year. Contact me at honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or 414.545.5514 to discuss the events in your state! Happy promoting!

Legislative Update

Congress has extended the current farm bill we are operating under until the end of September 2024. The farm bill expired in October of
2023. Recently the House Agriculture Committee Chairman G.T. Thompson (R-PA) announced he planed to release a text of his new farm
bill. In addition, he said it is his intention to hold a mark-up in the full House Agriculture Committee on this 5-year multi-titled legislation
before the Congressional Memorial Day recess. This legislation covers all areas for federal agriculture programs including all commodity
and crop insurance programs, conservation, trade, food safety, forestry, research and all USDA feeding and nutrition programs. Historically
farm bills have always been difficult to pass; this new farm bill, | predict, will not be an exception. As of today, the Chairman’s new farm bill
text has not been released.

Chairman Thompson has stated he hopes to bring a bi-partisan farm bill to the committee for mark-up. Both he and his committee staff
have been in consultation and discussion with the House Agriculture Committee Ranking Member David Scott (D-GA), his committee staff,
and Democrat Agriculture Committee members.

Most believe the Chairman’s draft will need to find and additional $100 billion above the bill's baseline. The farm bill is estimated to be the
first trillion-dollar farm bill with cost estimates of $1.3=$1.4 trillion over 10 years. Finding these additional dollars will be difficult for the
Chairman particularly with House Democrats saying they will not support a farm bill that makes cuts to SNAP and nutrition spending.

We all are looking forward to seeing his text.

Across the Capitol in the Senate, the Senate Agriculture Committee is not on as aggressive a track. Committee Chairwoman Stabenow (D-
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MI) has taken the position that she will not bring a bill to the committee that makes significant cuts and changes to nutrition and feeding
programs or changes to climate change spending levels.

All farm bills are difficult pieces of legislation to shepherd into law given the vast areas and constituencies they cover. The release of
Chairman Thompson's draft will be the first step in beginning this process.

Fran Boyd, Legislative Liasion

Welcome to the Colony!
We're buzzing with excitement to welcome these new ABF members that joined since January 1, 2024.

Wes Anderson Ronald Desnoyers Cynthia Jackson Jessica Meredith Bruce Steele
Peter Avonda W. Thomas Dunn Jr. Jorg Janke Tara Nelson James Talmadge
Chris Barnhart Raobyn Ellerbe Bridgett Jones James Nielson Jessica Tarkington
Lainey Bell Karen Ferguson Kevin Langley Kristen Paiser Richard Tirrell
Christine Berry Todd Fiala Samuel Lecroy Carlos Perea Joseph Treimel
David Bock Darcy Giardini Maria Lemaster Anne Pierce Andy White

Josh Boller Sadie Goettl Daniel Lieter Shannon Purdie Jennifer Willert
Timothy Branam Bob Gook Gary Lockhart Christopher Saad Jason Wittingham
Christina Castagnetto Len Greig Kimberly Lott Petrina Sandoval-Cate

Brad Clarus Jeffrey Hardy Susan Mann Peter Schmidt

Melissa Cronshaw Katie Hadley Sara Marcello Steven Schultz

Brian Crow Todd Harris Gary Markel Daniel Shelton

E'angela Curry David Holdman Gina Martin Clint Spade

James De Garavilla Mike Hoyt Olivia Meng Specialty Products

| . || National
Board®

USDA SEEKS NEW BOARD MEMBERS

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is seeking persons interested in serving on the National Honey Board (NHB) as a
Board member or Alternate member. This year the Board will fill seven seats, one first handler member, one importer member,



one producer member, two first-handler alternates, one importer alternate, and one producer alternate.

All nominations to the NHB must be made by qualified national organizations within the honey industry, and nominees must submit

a completed application. Producer members or alternates must produce a minimum of 50,000 pounds of honey in the U.S.
annually, based on the best three-year average of the most recent five calendar years. Final appointments are made by the U.S.
Secretary of Agriculture. Each selected member and alternate will serve a three-year term of office, expect for one first-handler
alternate position, who will serve a one-year term. The newly appointed Board members and their alternates will begin January 1,
2025, and end December 31, 2027, except for one first-handler alternate position that will begin January 1, 2025 and end
December 31, 2025. Deadline for applications is June 1, 2024.

The 10-member Board is composed of three first handler representatives, three importer representatives, three producer
representatives, one marketing cooperative representative and their respective alternates. For a list of current board members,
click here. You can see the USDA’s press release here.

If you are interested in being considered for a Board member or alternate position, a nomination form is available online
at https://honey.com/nomination-form, or scan the QR code. For additional information, contact USDA Marketing Specialist
Samantha Mareno at (720) 827-4907 or by email at Samantha.Mareno@usda.gov, or the NHB via email at Honey@nhb.org.

The NHB has adopted a Diversity Policy and encourages Board membership that reflects the diversity of the individuals served by
the programs. All eligible women, minorities and persons with disabilities are invited to seek nomination for a seat on the National
Honey Board.
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RECIPE for April

Including a great selection of sweet and savory eats, few things are
better than a good brunch spread, and honey is here to help! With
its sweet flavor and all-natural energy, honey brightens up your
morning and sets you up for whatever the day may bring. Whether
you're into sweet or savory recipes, honey offers something for
every member of the household.

Hash Brown Cheddar Latkes with
Honey Stewed Apples

INGREDIENTS:

e 2 - gala or fuji apples, cored and sliced

2 T - butter

1/4 tsp. - nutmeg

pinch - kosher salt

1/4 cup - honey

1 (20 oz.) pkg. - refrigerated hash browns
1 cup - cheddar cheese, shredded, divided
2 - eggs, beaten

1 tsp. - salt

additional honey for serving

1/2 cup - sour cream

2 - scallions, chopped

DIRECTIONS:
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Preheat the waffle iron, preheat the oven to 275°F.

Heat butter over medium heat and sauté the apples until they just begin to soften, add the nutmeg, salt and honey, continue to cook
for another 5 minutes. Set aside and keep warm.

Mix the hash browns, 1/2 cup of the cheddar cheese, egg and salt until incorporated.

Lightly oil the waffle iron and spoon a heaping 1/2 cup of hash brown mixture onto the iron and spread out a bit with the measuring
cup or a spatula, cook until golden brown and crispy, about 10-12 minutes. Transfer each waffle to a sheet pan and sprinkle with 2 T
of the shredded cheese, place in the oven to keep warm as you continue with the other waffles.

Serve each waffle topped with the stewed apples, a dollop of sour cream, scallions and a drizzie of warm honey.

TIP: These waffles would be great with chopped honey-baked bacon sprinkled on top. You can also make smaller ones if you prefer
and serve 2 to a serving.

Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board. For more honey recipes, visit honey.com.

Cold Weather Package Installation

This method used a bottom board, two hive bodies (one empty), 10 frames, lid, inner cover and a feeder. Set up your bottom board
with an empty hive body on it. Spray your bees with some syrup or water to keep them from flying around. Remove the can of

syrup. Take out your queen cage. Check to make sure she is alive; leave the bees hanging on the cage. Put the package of bees in
the bottom hive body on a 2X4 to give them a little height. You

want the big hole up so the bees can get out. Put the second hive body on with the frames in it and suspend the queen bee in her
cage so that she is toward the bottom of the frames and fairly close to where the bees are so that they will come up around her. Put
your feeder in there or on top. Put on your lid. Check your feeder daily and refill if empty. The next day, remove the package and
the empty hive body leaving one hive body with the frames--you could wait to do this when you do the next step of releasing the
queen. On the 4 or 5th day, look at your queen cage and if the bees are feeding her and taking care of her, take out the cork and
release the queen on a frame or down in the hive; whichever you feel more comfortable with. Leave them alone for a few more days
(four or five), feeding as needed. If the bees are biting at the cage or your queen is dead, you need to take further action; check to
see if you already have a queen that is laying eggs. Occasionally, a queen will slip through when they are shaking bees for the
packages. If your queen is dead, immediately call the place where you got the bees and see if they have an extra one, but before you
do that, check to see if you have a laying queen in your hive and if so be happy. About the 4th or 5th day after releasing the queen,
check to see if she is laying eggs. If she is laying then leave it alone and continue feeding until the first hive body frames are drawn
out. Then add a second hive body.

Written By: Kristi Sanderson

Proven Queens

Shipped throughout the United States & Canada
Park Italian Queens Available
April, May, June, July, August & September

Contact: Wootens Queens 8 Bees

QUEENS  BEES™

Major Credit Cards Accepted
888-565-8439 | order@wootensqueensbees.com
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