
December 2023

 

President's Message

 

Dear Members,

I hope you all are having a sweet holiday season.  The American Beekeeping Federation worked hard for the beekeeping industry in 2023
and we look forward to working as diligently in 2024.  As an organizaton we are stronger now that we were just 12 months ago.  I want to
thank the board of directors, committee members, and volunteers for keeping us buzzing behind the scenes.

I'm so excited to attend our upcoming annual conference and tradeshow in New Orleans.  Today is the last day to register in advance on
our website, but we will gladly welcome walk-in registrations starting at 3:00 pm on Tuesday, January 9, 2024.  Our conference committee
did an awesome job building a schedule of educational and networking activities and the tradeshow will be amazing!

Bon Voyage to everyone traveling to the conference and I wish you all a healthy and prosperous 2024.

Dan Winter
President

New Members

W e lc o m e  to  th e  C o lo n y !               

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nDZ1g8xZ-zr0r0wErDZTpUqdwTaj0Ux5rGFJvkEMgYKv5QlkaEw0MP9Dm9yaSxzdVUfL1VDeqpDRXDiJIweT0xxP1zMmfmgwKFz4nzXcXKSWtbbooFyHbgoN62PmAlrdA3J7dy5JHvADXbAf2_2eVw==&c=NKHwDhX7S5iYVo-YGtIsZBQAjaGX85GJc4nl6py3i1qx9YIblMmyzA==&ch=bBTsWCOL7hfATA68RbEArTKbMfMO1K1aHytoOVmF5dPMJt7P4qB5_g==
https://abfnet.org/2024-abf-conference-frame/
http://abfnet.org@gmail.com


We're buzzing with excitement to welcome these new ABF members that joined in November:

State Delegates Updates

Going into 2024, over 50% of our states are sponsors of the American Beekeeping Federation.  There are different benefits depending on the
level of sponsorship.  State Sponsors will be on display at the conference. If you are at the conference, stop by the registration desk to see all
the State Sponsors and pick up a free button.

The State Delegates Assembly luncheon will be held on Wednesday, January 10, 2024 and is by invitation only for our State Delegates.  The
guest speakers will be Fran Boyd, our ABF Legislative contact, and Dave Hackenberg.

If you are a State Delegate, please join us as we look forward to seeing all our delegates.

 

S ta te  E v e n ts      

If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members, please send it to Debbie Seib at seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com.  

Here are some state events in January/February:       

February 16-17 South Florida Honey Bee Expo

January 20 Hardin County Beekeeping Association - A Year in Beekeeping

January 20 Three Rivers Beekeepers Winter Workshops in Missouri

January 27 Louisville Beekeeping and Research Conference

February 9-10 Western Pennsylvania Beekeeping Seminar

February 10 Missouri 2024 Beekeeping Workshop

February 17 Kalamazoo Bee School

February 24 Black Hills Conference Rapid City South Dakota

February 24 Sustainable Beekeepers Guild of Michigan Winter Conference

February 24 The Beekeepers of Indiana Bee School XXII

If you would like more information about ABF State Delegates Assembly or about state sponsorships, contact Debbie Seib at
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com. If you are a State Delegate and would like ABF information to share at your event, send an email
including estimated numbers to abfnet.org@gmail.com.  Please give us three weeks notice.

 

Regards,
Debbie Seib, Chair
ABF State Delegates Assembly

​ABF 2024 Conference and Trade Show

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/south-florida-honey-bee-expo-2024-2-day-conference-tickets-716918672047?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.facebook.com/groups/343207907326138/?ref=share
https://threeriversbeekeepers.com/
https://www.indianahoney.org/event/louisville-beekeeping-and-research-conference-by-apis-rescue/
https://www.beavervalleybees.net/yearly-happening-wpa-sem
https://easternmobeekeepers.com/event/2024-emba-beekeeping-workshop/
https://kalamazoobeeclub.com/bee-school-info/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/buzz-in-the-black-hills-conference-tickets-673898758327
https://sbgmi.org/product/2024-sbgmi-winter-conference-registration
https://indianabeekeeper.com/events/indiana_bee_school_xxii
http://seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com
http://abfnet.org@gmail.com


E x c it in g  C o n fe r e n c e  N e w s . . .                    

We have closed out pre-registration for our 2024 ABF Conference and Tradeshow.  Our Baton Rouge Bee Lab Tours and the Encaustic
Painting workshop are sold out.  While hotel rooms are still available of this writing, there are none available at our block rate.

If you were unable to book in our block of rooms, we’d like to share information about hotels near by that may have availability.  The
conference center is located at 555 Canal Street, New Orleans, Louisiana so you may want to check out:

Astor Crowne Plaza                                                     Best Western                                                        Holiday Inn

739 Canal Street at Bourbon                                        920 N. Rampart Street                                          301 Dauphine Street

New Orleans, LA  70130                                               New Orleans, LA  70016                                       New Orleans, LA  70012

844-209-0787                                                               833-487-0616                                                        844-209-0787

You may also check out sites like expedia.com for more up-to-date information specific to your travel dates.

You may park onsite at the Marriott or use one of these parking sites for economical options:

Spothero.com

Premiumparking.com

Parkopedia.com

For a taste of Louisiana and a night full of fun, join us on Thursday evening for a social event at the House of Blues.  You’ll really hear the
jazz about bees as we listen to the Jake Landry Jazz Band and swap stories about our hives and lives over the past year.  If you registered
and didn’t sign up, but want to go, send an email to Debbie Seib abfnet.org@gmail.com, and include "House of Blues" in the subject line. 
Ticket sales will be limited after December 31.

You’ve heard the saying “There’s an App for That”.  Once again, we have an app for our conference.  An email has gone out to all
attendees with information on how to download the Whova app and log in.  You will also find information about speakers, sessions, other
attendees from your state, meet ups, etc.

With a tradeshow full of vendors, sessions full of education, and a committee that has worked hard over the past 9 months, you’ll be
educated, entertained and enlightened about our industry and our organization.

As we are now a self-managed group, if you would like to volunteer for an hour or two in the many areas of the conference, send an email
to Debbie Seib at abfnet.org@gmail.com

We hope to see you in New Orleans.

For questions, send an email to Debbie Seib at abfnet.org@gmail.com.  

Honey Queen Buzz

https://www.expedia.com/
http://spothero.com
http://premiumparking.com
http://parkopedia.com
http://abfnet.org@gmail.com
http://abfnet.org@gmail.com
http://abfnet.org@gmail.com


As we wrap up 2023, I extend the American Honey Queen Committee’s heartfelt appreciation for all of you who volunteered with and utilized the
American Honey Queen Program this year.  Whether it was hosting or organizing a promotional event for Selena and Allison, utilizing the 2023
recipe brochures in your promotion, working with and encouraging our spokespersons, or providing financial assistance during the ABF
convention and throughout the year, we appreciate all your efforts.  The success of this program is directly linked to so many people throughout
the country.  Thank you for helping us to achieve another amazing honey promotion year.  We look forward to working with you in 2024!

December is a quieter month for the American Honey Queen and Princess.  This month, Selena and Allison reunited for the first time since
January in Wisconsin to prepare for the upcoming American Beekeeping Federation convention in New Orleans.  They busily put the final
touches on their promotional records, carefully tracking their media exposure for the industry and their numerous promotions and speeches. 
They also prepared their speeches, worked with American Honey Queen Committee members on final training opportunities, and continued to
promote!

Their promotions during the first full week of December include stops in several elementary schools, continuing to teach the next generation
about why the beekeeping industry matters to them, their families, and their community.  Additionally, the Queens made stops at area 4-H clubs
to discuss beekeeping as a project and how it relates to other parts of area agriculture. 

As we look forward to the upcoming convention, I encourage you to stop and talk to the Queens in between sessions and meetings, at
gatherings, and whenever you see them.  They’ll gladly share with you stories of their promotional year and offer you ways to continue to support
the American Honey Queen Program.  We encourage you to participate in the convention’s many activities, such as entering the American Honey
Show or bidding on and purchasing some of the prize winning honey during the auction, purchasing a raffle ticket (or 10!) for the beautiful
handcrafted quilt benefiting the Queen fund (crafted and donated by Becky Jones of Connecticut), or participating in the other auctions during
the convention that benefit the Honey Queen Program and ABF programs.

We are beginning to build a 2024 promotion schedule for our new representatives.  Contact me at honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or 414.545.5514
should you have any events, interview opportunities, or presentations for 2024.  Happy promoting!

 

 

The National Honey Board Wishes You Happy Holidays

mailto:honeyqueen99@hotmail.com


 

The National Honey Board would like to wish you a holiday season full of warmth and
quality time spent with loved ones near and far.  It has been wonderful seeing all that the
honey industry has accomplished throughout the year, and we look forward to continuing
to serve and move the industry forward in 2024.  Join us in raising a glass to a sweet year
ahead with our Bee-Lini!

BEE-LINI

Ingredients:

4-6 fresh raspberries (reserve 1 for garnish)

1 T. honey

4 oz. sparkling wine or prosecco

Directions:

With the back of a spoon or muddler, mash the raspberries and honey together and place
in the bottom of a champagne flute.  Pour the prosecco to fill and garnish with fresh
raspberry.

Tip:

In place of the sparkling wine or prosecco, add sparkling water or sparkling apple cider for
a non-alcoholic, mocktail version of this drink.

Makes 1 beverage.

Photo Credit:  National Honey Board

RECIPE for December

From family and friends to coworkers, we are well into the season of
gatherings, and nothing makes a celebration better than food and
beverages that taste as good as they look.  If you're looking for a little
inspiration for your next party, check out this tasty recipe that is perfect for
gifting.  Cheers!

 

C h o c o la te  W a ln u t  F u d g e               

 
INGREDIENTS:

1/2 cup - honey

1 can (14 oz.) - sweetened condensed milk

1/4 tsp. - salt

12 oz. - semi-sweet chocolate chips

4 oz. - bittersweet chocolate, coarsely chopped

1 cup (4 oz.) - walnuts, coarsely chopped

DIRECTIONS:

Line an 8 x 8-inch pan with foil; butter and set aside.

In medium saucepan, combine honey, sweetened condensed milk, and salt; mix well. Bring mixture just to a boil, stirring frequently. Lower
heat to a simmer. Add chocolate chips and bittersweet chocolate, stirring constantly, until chocolate melts completely and mixture is
smooth. Stir in walnuts.

Pour immediately into pan and smooth top. Let cool, then refrigerate until cold.

Cut into 25 pieces.

Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board.  For more honey recipes, visit honey.com.

 

Follow Us
Facebook
Instagram

 
Copyright 2023, American Beekeeping Federation. All rights reserved.

 
Phone:  317-503-0583

 

https://www.honey.com/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nDZ1g8xZ-zr0r0wErDZTpUqdwTaj0Ux5rGFJvkEMgYKv5QlkaEw0MO4f73UKI-4QyuuMgau_qqhBuPlaMZBqSBtStQPPwHeNsgw9pGA7j9XL7NNxitGUKBJVMscvKj4JBkgB7A7iToLJzGC7-OEKf7ABPcQc6eCEUnyIvWq3uQ8bitsObpqPFEPFQ1zYtMhA&c=NKHwDhX7S5iYVo-YGtIsZBQAjaGX85GJc4nl6py3i1qx9YIblMmyzA==&ch=bBTsWCOL7hfATA68RbEArTKbMfMO1K1aHytoOVmF5dPMJt7P4qB5_g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nDZ1g8xZ-zr0r0wErDZTpUqdwTaj0Ux5rGFJvkEMgYKv5QlkaEw0MDduX8oMzrhePcgdzqgL3H1n8y_gSN7PB1DC-mZFSKZf2ykE2gXTUi6DVOglp2uR6P4LICRE9gIvO8QXlVdOmrCOlwGxs6gNeocXQiBeWxo5SoGqhLHhBlc2ubsk3WtVrpCsqVk8qqj8&c=NKHwDhX7S5iYVo-YGtIsZBQAjaGX85GJc4nl6py3i1qx9YIblMmyzA==&ch=bBTsWCOL7hfATA68RbEArTKbMfMO1K1aHytoOVmF5dPMJt7P4qB5_g==
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