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President's Message

 

Hello all,

Spring is in the air!  California almond pollination is about wrapped up.  In our area, bees did well.  They built in strength and put on
honey and pollen stores.  This adds wonderful resources for replacing dead, possibly selling colonies, frames of brood, and bulk
bees.  Queen breeders throughout the US seem to be going full force, package bees will be arriving to many of our small scale,
sideliner & commercial beekeepers in April and May.  Many beekeepers have loaded their hives and are headed to their next
pollination or home. 

Many of us on the board of directors and serving on committees are excited for what is happening within the American Beekeeping
Federation.  ABF has spent years establishing a respected presence in the offices serving, governing and representing honey bees
in Washington D.C. Our legislative presence has a strong base, not one that just happens in one year of serving on our board.
 Success often takes a lot of patience. The American Beekeeping Federation works tirelessly in Washington, D.C. and throughout the
US to further our legislative and regulatory priorities that our membership has identified as important to our industry.  Follow our
legislative updates at www.abfnet.org or by contacting our legislative chair, Debbie Seib at abfnet.org@gmail.com.

The Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees is another great example of patience and perseverance in building a well thought
out tool to support the bee industry.  The Foundation is a charitable research and education foundation organized with the mission of
preserving and protecting honey bees to ensure a quality food supply and environment.  This Foundation was established in 2000 by
dedicated members of ABF and voted on by the membership and lead by volunteers.  Charitable contributions to the Foundation are
tax deductible and a wonderful way for anyone to support the future of honey bees. Reach out to Gene Brandi, Chair, at
abfnet.org@gmail.com if you or someone you know would like to contribute to the foundation or add it to estate planning.

The American Honey Queen program was founded in 1959 and has transformed into a high-quality education and promotion
program.  The beekeeping industry connects with the lives of every person in the United States.  This program is the only program to
have undergone an every member evaluation.  We learned then and continue to understand the programs’ importance to
membership.  Bringing awareness of the honey bee’s role in pollination to our food supply and the promotion of the beauty, versatility
and properties of US honey.  The program is supported through 5% of your membership dues, proceeds from the ABF honey show
auction as well as many fundraisers and contributions.  This program actively seeks out opportunities to present a professional, fun

http://www.abfnet.org
mailto:abfnet.org@gmail.com


and acute educational presentation of beekeeping information.  Over the years the women that held this position have become
lifetime knowledgeable and educated advocates for honey bees . With years of patience, perseverance, professionalism, amazing
volunteers and leadership this program continues to flourish.  Contact Anna Kettlewell, chair of this program at 414-429-5514 or
honeyqueen99@hotmail.com for more information.

These are just three examples of programs in the American Beekeeping Federation that are successful from a well thought out plan
and the patience to follow the path; just like a beekeeper needs to patiently wait for the queen bee to go on her mating flight and
return to start laying eggs. 

Next month I will share with you some programs and groups ABF works with annually. 

Respectfully,

Patty Sundberg
President

 

State Delegates Updates

The State Delegates Assembly held their first meeting on March 12.  Both Fran Boyd, ABF Washington Representative and Elizabeth (Izzy)
Hill, USDA Honey Bee and Pollinator Research Coordinator were the guest speakers.

After introducing the new officers of ABF and the State Delegate board directors, we introduced the new State Delegates.  We learned a lot
about what is going on in Washington.

M e e t  th e  D e le g a te s            

Nicole Lindsey, from Michigan, is serving her third term as a State Delegate.  She has been a member of the American Beekeeping
Federation since 2021 and been keeping bees for 8 years.  With support from the One Hive Foundation, she was able to attend the
American Beekeeping Federation's Science Policy Workshop in 2024. As a result of that course, she now serves as co-chair of the
Detroit Bee City Committee, whereby helping the Detroit City Council pass a resolution designating the City of Detroit as the 207th
certified Bee City USA affiliate through the Xerces Society.

R e g io n a l A s s o c ia t io n s              

Our regional organizations are planning for 2024 conferences.  If you’d like participate in educational sessions, apiary experiences,
children’s programs, and honey shows, you should attend a regional conference.  Each conference is held in one of their member states or
provinces.  Moving the conference around allows everyone an opportunity to attend a regional conference that is closer to home.

Eastern Apicultural Society (EAS) 69th annual Short Course and Conference titled “Think Like a Bee” will be held August 5–9, 2024 at
Turf Valley Resort in Ellicott City, Maryland.  The annual Short Course and Conference will be a time for beekeepers to gain and exchange
knowledge, experience laboratory workshops and apiary inspections, attend speaker presentations, participate in day trips and dinners,
meet new acquaintances, grow friendships, and chance upon the latest and greatest products from our leading industry vendors.  Keynote
speakers include Dr. Michelle Flenniken, Dr. Jeff Pettis, and Sam Droege. Watch for more updates

at:  https://easternapiculture.org/conference/.  

Keep watching their websites for the latest on the 2024 HAS and WAS Conferences.

                              

mailto:honeyqueen99@hotmail.com
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S ta te  E v e n ts      

If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members, please send it to Debbie Seib at
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com.  

Here are some state events in April/May:       

April 5-6 West Virginia Beekeepers Association Spring Conference

April 13 Wisconsin Honey Producers Association Southwestern District Meeting

May 18-19 Deleware Valley University - Introduction to Beekeeping

If you would like more information about the ABF State Delegates Assembly or about state sponsorships, contact Debbie Seib at
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com. If you are a State Delegate and would like ABF information to share at your event, send an email
including estimated numbers to abfnet.org@gmail.com.  Please give us three weeks notice.

Regards,
Debbie Seib, Chair
ABF State Delegates Assembly

​ABF 2025 Conference and Trade Show

E x c it in g  C o n fe r e n c e  N e w s . . .                    

Our second conference committee meeting focused on selecting our keynote speakers.  We have sent invitations to them all and are
awaiting their response.  We’ll be releasing the names as soon as we get confirmation.

The National Automobile Museum has been chosen as our offsite event on Thursday evening.  The museum has over 200 cars; cars owned
by celebrities, cars from movies and recently the Paul Newman race cars.

We have a new prospectus for 2025.  If you are interested in being a vendor or sponsor, send an email to partnershiprelations@abfnet.org

Over the next few weeks, we’ll be posting more information on our website at abfnet.org

For questions, send an email to Debbie Seib at abfnet.org@gmail.com.  

Honey Queen Buzz

https://www.heartlandbees.org/
https://www.wvbeekeepers.org/
https://wihoney.org/meetings-and-events/spring-district-meetings/
https://delval.edu/programs/continuing-professional-studies/beekeeping
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March began what will be many busy months of promotions for Queen Kaelyn and Princess Lainey! 

Beekeeping learning opportunities presented themselves throughout March.  Kaelyn participated in the Bluegrass Beekeepers School in
Kentucky.  In addition to being a guest speaker at the main event, she spent several additional days in the community, participating in media
interviews and presenting in local schools and libraries.  She also promoted the event via the program’s social media channels. 

Both Kaelyn and Lainey had the tremendous opportunity to participate in the University of Florida’s annual Bee College.  This event not only
provides a membership promotional opportunity for the ABF, but it also allows the Queen and Princess to expand their knowledge of 
beekeeping.  Notably this year, each Queen had the opportunity to learn more about beekeeping in southern climates, which is
tremendously different than their home states of Wisconsin and Maine!  Lainey continued these learning opportunities by speaking to the
Maine State Beekeepers Association on their online meeting in March.

At all beekeeping meetings, the Queens find learning opportunities to enhance their abilities to represent a broad, diverse industry
throughout the United States.  They also provide us the opportunity to promote in the community along with promoting our great
organization with individuals unfamiliar with us.  Consider inviting the Queens to your beekeeping school or event and let’s build promotions
together!

Lainey also visited Texas for the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo!  Don’t let the name confuse you – this was a great promotional event
for beekeepers!  Much like a fair atmosphere, Lainey worked with the Harris County Beekeepers Association, speaking to attendees about
honeybees’ importance in agriculture and the vital role our commercial beekeepers play in our food supply through pollination. 

The Queens also delivered school presentations in person and virtually throughout March.  Spreading the message about honeybees and
their importance in our food supply this time of year is valuable, as the queens can discuss how commercial beekeepers are aiding in the
production of high quality foods right now throughout the country.  The story of pollination and beekeepers’ involvement is always
fascinating to the public, especially our younger learners

The Queen program is happily accepting invitations for your promotional events in the upcoming months, including virtual presentations. 
Contact me at honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or 414.545.5514 to discuss the events in your state!  Happy promoting!

 
 
 

The American Honey Show
What do judges look for?  They look for cleanliness, consistency, and conformation.  Exhibits can be penalized for smears, smudges,
fingerprints, water marks, honey drips, sticky spots, dirt, lint, or anything on the packaging that looks unclean.  Judges want to see that
all exhibits are properly harvested, processed, packaged, and handled.  Exhibits can be penalized for anything visible in the honey:  bee
parts, pollen, beeswax, bubbles, dirt, lint, debris, crystallization, etc.  Additionally, off odors can be an indication of contamination. 
Exhibits can be penalized for off aromas:  smoke, bee go, glass cleaner, soap, chemicals, or anything that should not be there including
the signs of fermentation.  Of course, if the entry doesn't conform to the show rules, it could be penalized or disqualified.

mailto:honeyqueen99@hotmail.com
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March’s Honey Show Tip:  Prepare a Tool Kit!  There are a few tools that will be helpful in preparing an award-winning honey show
entry.  I recommend gathering these tools and storing them together so you can stay organized.  You may want to bring some of these
tools with you to the honey show for last minute preparations before turning your entries into the show secretary.  Here is a list of tools I
keep in my kit:

micron filters

plastic wrap

toothpicks/skewers

flashlight

polishing cloths

gloves

scale

scissors

When judging comb honey, here is the list of criteria the judges use:

Uniformity of appearance (capping structure, color of honey, comb thickness)

Neatness and uniformity of cut

Absence of uncapped cells and watery cappings

Cleanliness of product (no travel stain, crushed wax, crystallization)

Cleanliness of section, frame, container; absence of liquid honey

Freedom from granulation and pollen

Uniformity of weight

We’ll be keeping you updated here in the e-Buzz as well as in the Quarterly magazine as exciting enhancements are made to the
American Honey Show.  We anticipate another superb honey show in Reno in 2025 and we hope you'll participate.

Stephanie Slater, Director Representing the State Delegates Assembly

 
 

NHB STUDY RELEASED ON THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF TALLOW ON HONEY
PRODUCTION IN THE UNITED STATES
 

The honey bee and honey industries in the southern states rely on tallow trees for forage in the spring, which is a crucial season
for honey bee colony health, honey production, and crop pollination.  Tallow provides abundant and crucial forage used by about
half of all honey bee colonies in the eight-state region of Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia and
South Carolina, at the time of the local tallow bloom.  The following figures provide an overview of the economic contribution of
tallow:

Tallow forage contributes about $57.8 million in honey revenue, including $34.8 worth of tallow honey.

In addition, tallow contributes $69.4 million in pollination revenue and $5.2 million of other colony products.

The yearly beekeeper revenue contributed by tallow totals $132.4 million.

Find the full study HERE.

https://honey.com/honey-industry/resources/additional-resources
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RECIPE for March

In addition to crisp veggies and juicy fruits, honey bees and honey
take your favorite spring dishes to the next level.  From creating a
perfectly balanced brunch and roasting the most succulent ham, to
serving delectable side dishes and desserts, you can do it all with
honey!

 

B lu e b e r r y  C o f fe e c a k e               

 
INGREDIENTS:

2 cups - blueberries, fresh or frozen

1 T - all-purpose flour

1/2 cup - honey

2 T - fresh lemon juice

1 1/2 cups - all-purpose flour

2 tsp. - baking powder

1/2 tsp - salt

1/2 cup - honey

2 - eggs

1/4 cup - milk

2 T - fresh lemon juice

1 tsp. - lemon peel, freshly grated

1 tsp. - vanilla extract

6 T - butter, melted

1/2 tsp. - baking soda

DIRECTIONS:

Coat the bottom of the greased 9-inch round cake pan with a thin layer of cornmeal and layer blueberries; distribute evenly.  Sprinkle
with flour; drizzle with honey and lemon juice.  Set aside.

In a small bowl, combine flour, baking powder, baking soda, and salt; set aside.

In a medium bowl, combine honey, eggs, milk, lemon juice, lemon peel, and vanilla; beat with a fork until well mixed.  Add flour mixture;
mix well.  Stir in melted butter; mix well.

Pour batter over blueberries in pan; spread to cover evenly.  Bake at 350 degrees F for 30-35 minutes, or until a toothpick inserted in
center of cake comes out clean.

Cool in pan on wire rack for 10 minutes.

Invert cake onto large plate; cool.

Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board.  For more honey recipes, visit honey.com.

https://www.honey.com/
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