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Vice President's Message

 

Dear Members,

You have cancer...

It's 7:23 pm and I have just arrived home in Idaho from the California State Beekeepers Association meeting.  The chickens only laid
two eggs and the horses needed a snack.  Jeanna is in Salt Lake City to attend a play and I want to be mindful of the newletter
editor's deadline for articles.  I want to admit, for the quality of this article, that I am a parrot.  I repeat things but seldom confirm the
sourse or verify its correctness.

I attended a small meeting during the Texas Beekeepers conference earlier this month.  We discussed the soft honey prices.  An
almond grower attended and he said "this is like a bad dream; the very things you are discussing...we wrestled with just last week."

ABF hopes to have more listening sessions on this topic and other industry issues.  Here are a few:

1. Tropi mites:  were it goes, dead colonies follow.  It will come to America!

2. Economically adulterated honey.  A first-world economy cannot compete with third-world produced honey on price, whether it is

true honey or adulterated.

3. Little political clout gives us federal regulations that impede us and little will for a politician to take our cause seriously.

I can site examples for each issue listed, but I want you to ponder our plight.  From the very small hill of insight that I stand on (maybe

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nDZ1g8xZ-zr0r0wErDZTpUqdwTaj0Ux5rGFJvkEMgYKv5QlkaEw0MP9Dm9yaSxzdVUfL1VDeqpDRXDiJIweT0xxP1zMmfmgwKFz4nzXcXKSWtbbooFyHbgoN62PmAlrdA3J7dy5JHvADXbAf2_2eVw==&c=NKHwDhX7S5iYVo-YGtIsZBQAjaGX85GJc4nl6py3i1qx9YIblMmyzA==&ch=bBTsWCOL7hfATA68RbEArTKbMfMO1K1aHytoOVmF5dPMJt7P4qB5_g==


it's a hole), it appears we as an industry have a terminal cancer and the doctor hasn't told us yet.  When one is told they have six
months to live and they better get after their bucket list before they feel too ill, it refocuses priorities.

As an industry, we need more bee pasture and better controls for the pests we have now and those that will come soon.  We need to
prevent manufactured syrup from being called honey.  We need more money to lobby, educate, inform, and to run ABF.  We need to
stop arguing and find genius solutions to our challenges.  We need a few miracles.  Winston Churchill once said "a band of sheep
going to slaughter are not very safe."  We are very unsafe right now.

The almond grower made many insightful comments while in Texas.  Agriculture, as an industry in California, is a blip on its economic
scale.  We have a $.03 per pound check off program paid by the growers netting us over $90M a year and we are little noticed.  

You might surmise, I'm a poor cheerleader.  I'm actually a very thankful person.  I'm a realist and want to invite you to help us at ABF
as we tackle these vexing issues.

Jay Miller
Vice President

New Members

W e lc o m e  to  th e  C o lo n y !               

We're buzzing with excitement to welcome these new ABF members that joined in October:

Legislative Update

The Federal Government Won’t Shut Down during Thanksgiving or Christmas

President Biden signed a Continuing Resolution (CR) passed by Congress just before all funding for the federal government expired
on Saturday November 18.  The bi-partisan votes in both the House and the Senate for the CR were overwhelming.  The Continuing
Resolution will fund the departments of Transportation, Housing & Urban Development, Energy, Veterans Affairs, and Agriculture
through January 19, 2024.  The remaining federal departments and agencies will be funded through February 2, 2024.  Congress
has yet to pass any fiscal year 2024 appropriations bills for any federal departments or agencies.  Should be and interesting January.

Farm Bill Extended for a Year

Included in the latest Continuing Resolution passed by Congress is an extension of the current Farm Bill.  The 2018 Farm bill we are
currently operating under has been extended through September 30, 2024.  The leadership of both the House and Senate
Agriculture Committee will continue to work toward passage of a new farm bill as soon as possible but were in support of the 1-year
extension.

Hope everyone has a great Thanksgiving!

Fran Boyd, ABF Washington Representative

State Delegates Updates

Our last meeting of 2023 was November 14.  The 35 delegates that were on the call heard the latest about the upcoming conference.

We also shared the number of delegates each state is entitled to based on data from November 10th.  The State Delegates Assembly



luncheon will be held on Wednesday of the conference and is by invitation only for our State Delegates.  The guest speaker will be
Dave Hackenberg and the Topic will be Pollinator Stewardship Council.

We have many states that are sponsors, and depending on the level, receive different benefits.

 

S ta te  E v e n ts      

If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members, please send it to Debbie Seib at
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com.  We’ll begin posting dates for January/February meetings.

If you would like more information about ABF State Delegates Assembly or about state sponsorships, contact Debbie Seib at
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com. If you are a State Delegate and would like ABF information to share at your event, send an email
including estimated numbers to abfnet.org@gmail.com.  Please give us three weeks notice.

 
Regards,
Debbie Seib, Chair
ABF State Delegates Assembly

​ABF 2024 Conference and Trade Show

E x c it in g  C o n fe r e n c e  N e w s . . .                    

Online registration is still available for the 2024 ABF Conference and Tradeshow.  Pre-registration will close on December 31, 2023.
 For registration, go to https://abfnet.org/2024-abf-conference-registration/

http://seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com
http://abfnet.org@gmail.com
https://abfnet.org/2024-abf-conference-registration/


Discover the latest trends in beekeeping, meet professionals, attend workshops and more.  Join us for a week of learning, sharing,
and networking with fellow beekeepers from across the country.  With a variety of speakers, topics and panel discussions, there will
be something for everyone.  See our website for the complete schedule, https://abfnet.org/abf-2024-schedule-2/

Special rates at the New Orleans Marriott are available, but they are selling out fast so be sure to book you rooms as soon as
possible. You’ll need to book your stay before December 14, 2023 to guarantee this lower rate. 
https://book.passkey.com/event/50394678/owner/6139/home

If you’d like to come in early, we have arranged some special tours on Monday: https://uniquenola.com/abf/

We look forward to seeing you there!!

For questions, send an email to Debbie Seib at abfnet.org@gmail.com.  

Honey Queen Buzz

Happy Thanksgiving!  I hope everyone has a safe and pleasant holiday with their families this month, enjoying all our many blessings
of this past year!

Our American Honey Queen and Princess have been going strong with promotional and educational events through this month. 
While it may be chillier outside, it is a great time to teach children and adult groups about the importance of honey bees in our fall
harvests and to talk about what happens with bees in the winter, highlighting the important work of our commercial beekeepers.

Princess Allison was particularly busy throughout November.  She made stops in Wisconsin, Iowa, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West
Virginia, focusing principally on school, 4-H, and community presentations.  Her visits in Iowa and Wisconsin surrounded each state’s
respective fall conventions.  In Wisconsin, Allison heavily promoted the Wisconsin Honey Producers Association’s Kids and Bees
Expo, speaking to nearly 1,600 children in the surrounding communities, encouraging their attendance at the educational event.  This
has been a traditional visit to promote this event for over 20 years, and its success has been directly tied to the American Honey
Queen and Princess spreading the word in the community, generating enthusiasm for our industry and providing a great opportunity
to learn more. 

Queen Selena's promotions stayed rooted in Florida this month with more school visits as well, including stops at schools she visited
earlier this year.  Those repeat schools have demonstrated an enthusiasm that our educators have for expert presenters in their
schools.  As we move more into a post-pandemic world, we have experienced a great desire from teachers to have guest presenters
in schools again, especially in the classroom, but also virtually.  If you’ve been interested in hosting the American Honey Queen but
don’t know where to start, a great first step is to contact your local school principals.  The Committee can provide you with
promotional flyers and other materials to promote a visit.  

https://abfnet.org/abf-2024-schedule-2/
https://book.passkey.com/event/50394678/owner/6139/home
https://uniquenola.com/abf/
http://abfnet.org@gmail.com


 

Another great opportunity this month was a remote phone radio interview with a radio station in New Mexico.  While we didn’t have the
opportunity to make a trip to New Mexico this year, we were thrilled that Selena had the chance to interview about the industry and
promote in the state from afar.  The Queens are always available for interviews by phone or Zoom should an opportunity arise in your
area.  Contact me for more details.

While we can still accept some promotional opportunities for this year’s queens through December, their calendars are getting fuller
as they prepare to see you at the ABF conference in New Orleans.  Contact me at honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or 414.545.5514
should you have any events, interview opportunities, or presentations for this year or for 2024. Happy promoting!!

 
 

New Guidance for Products Labeled as "LOCAL"

The National Honey Board has commissioned a study to evaluate
state laws and regulations regarding “local” marketing claims for
honey in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Specifically, the
report examines regulatory restrictions on the use of the term “local.”
The report highlights that, at the federal level, there is not statutory or
regulatory definition dependent on who is using the term and for what
purpose. The report concludes that that only five states (Connecticut,
Maine, New Jersey, New Hampshire and Vermont) have statutory
restrictions related to the use of “local” as a food labeling marketing
claim. The report is not a legal opinion and only provides information
to alert the reader to potentially relevant laws and regulations. This
full report can be found HERE.

Photo Credit:  Shutterstock

RECIPE for November

Looking for an appetizer for your Thanksgiving gathering?  Look no
further thn these Spicy Honey Butter Pastry Knots with Gruyere! 
With only six ingredients, they're sure to become a holiday favorite!

 

S p ic y  H o n e y  B u t te r  P a s t r y  K n o ts  w ith                        

G ru y e r e    

 
INGREDIENTS:

4 T - salted butter, melted

3 T - honey

1 tsp. - cayenne pepper
1 tsp. - nutmeg

1 box - puff pastry, thawed according to package directions

4 oz. - Gruyere, cut into 24 cubes

DIRECTIONS:

Preheat oven to 400°F; spray muffin tin(s) with non-stick cooking spray.

Whisk together the melted butter, honey, cayenne pepper, and nutmeg.

Cut the 2 sheets of puff pastry into 24 equal strips.  Make a loose "knot" from each pastry strip and insert into the muffin tin.

Press a piece of the gruyere into each pastry knot and brush with the honey-butter mixture.  Bake for about 15-18 minutes or until the
pastry is puffy and golden.

Remove the pastry knots from the oven and brush with any remaining honey butter, serve immediately.

TIP:

Don't worry if your pastry "knots" are not perfect, they will still be delicious!  Also, yu can add some chopped nuts and/or some ham
for a more substantial appetizer.

Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board.  For more honey recipes, visit honey.com.

mailto:honeyqueen99@hotmail.com
https://honey.com/images/files/Labeling_Local_Report_06.16.2023.pdf
https://www.honey.com/
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