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President's Message

| have just returned home from a quick trip to the Minnesota & Wisconsin Honey Producers joint meeting. | had a wonderful time.
Visiting with many ABF members and signing up new ones in every due-paying category. People were giving their anticipated crop
reports, and it appears the weather cannot be kind to everyone, it is either too wet, dry, windy, hot, or cold. In our area once April
starts, | say we are 10 days away from a drought. | have never known us to have too much rain. When I left on Thursday, | knew the
area was starting to dry up, it was getting too hot, and the wind was not being our friend. |did not expect to come back to the hill
sides looking like the drought had hit in 2 %2 days. Attached are a few photos of what our friendly grasshoppers did in a few short
days in another area. It went from beautiful fields of yellow sweet clover to fields of tall stems covered with grasshoppers.

Things did not look good for ABF a year ago, we were trending financially downward at a rapid rate, we were not sure about the
accuracy of our membership numbers, our website was not well cared for and most of us knew we had to do something different.

With a 100% vote of the board of directors we voted to not renew a management company contract and to become self-managed.
This step has been hard work for our board. There are many on our board that deserve a lot of praise as they meet this challenge
head on without focusing on the distractions from others. We are currently operating on a three-year transition plan and the officers
evaluate that plan often. | am very pleased to report that as of our June meeting we have approved a budget for the 2024-2025 fiscal
year, have a positive cash flow and a CPA overseeing the money. The membership committee has been through our membership
data, and we know our membership numbers. We have been signing on new members and renewing previously dropped members.
The membership and marketing committee is now working on the next phase of a marketing plan. The ABF website is updated and
new information is getting posted often. We are getting the printed ABF Quarterly out to members, email blasts and the e-Buzz go out
via email with industry communications. The research committee has been meeting and will have some exciting news for everyone on
a research project they hope to take on. The legislative committee meets often and keeps up to date on industry issues. We have



continued working relations with industry groups and have been to Washington DC speaking on the importance of honey bees and
the health of our industry and the health of honey bees. The ABF Honey Queen Program is doing a top-notch job, as always, getting
out there and promoting USA honey and the importance of our honey bees. The honey queen program is also heading up the onsite
Kids and Bees activity for 2025 and would enjoy your help at the conference. Contact Louann Hausner at
intlmarathoner21@gmail.com. The 2025 conference committee has been working hard and has opened online registration for our
conference January 7-11, 2025, at the Peppermill Resort Spa in Reno, NV. Registrations are already coming in and this promises to
be a great conference. Keynote speakers are confirmed and many other speaker slots are filled. The Peppermill has great parking
and will be a wonderful stop for everyone whether you drive or fly in to join us. Please take this opportunity to check out our website
at abfnet.org, follow us on Facebook, call 317-503-0583 or email abfnet.org@gmail.com with any questions or to sign up to share
your talents with ABF.

Just like the challenges you and | face every day with our honey bees, business or jobs we can and will continue working on being the
best that we can. | am proud to serve as the President of ABF and look forward to you joining us.

Patty Sundberg
President
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State Delegates Updates

The State Delegates Assembly holds bi-monthly meetings that are scheduled for the second Tuesday every other month. Our 2024
remaining schedule is:

Tuesday, September 10
Tuesday, November 12

Our guest speaker for the July meeting was Christopher Cripps of Betterbee. Chris answered the questions “Do Beekeepers Really Need
Veterinarians?” He also gave information on how to find a bee vet by going to the website: https://www.hbvc.org/.

Regional Associations

Here is the latest on our three regional organizations that usually meet annually. If you'd like participate in educational sessions, apiary
experiences, children’s programs, and honey shows, you should attend a regional conference. Each conference is held in one of their
member states or provinces. Moving the conference around allows everyone an opportunity to attend a regional conference that is closer
to home.

EASTERN
APICULTURAL
SOCIETY

Eastern Apicultural Society (EAS) 69t annual Short Course and Conference titled “Think Like a Bee” will be held August 5-9, 2024 at
Turf Valley Resort in Ellicott City, Maryland. The annual Short Course and Conference will be a time for beekeepers to gain and exchange
knowledge, experience laboratory workshops and apiary inspections, attend speaker presentations, participate in day trips and dinners,
meet new acquaintances, grow friendships, and chance upon the latest and greatest products from our leading industry vendors. Keynote
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speakers include Elizabeth Capaldi, Sam Droege, Dr. Michelle Flenniken, Dr. Jeff Pettis, and Dr. Tammi Horn-Potter.

Registration is now closed and walk-in registrations are not be available for 2024. For the latest information, go to:
https://easternapiculture.org/conference/eas-2024/

APICULTURAL

WAE,
MNORTH

Western Apicultural Society (WAS) will not host a 2024 conference.

HEARTLAND
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Heartland Apicultural Society (HAS) will hold their 2024 Conference on August 23-24 at the Wooster Campus of The Ohio State
University. There will be in-hive education sessions and the conference will kick off on Thursday evening.

The cost for the 2-day event is $90. Special pricing for local hotels and registration can be found at https://www.heartlandbees.org/.

State Events

If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members, please send it to Debbie Seib at
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com.

Here are some state events this fall:

August 23-24 Louisiana Beekeepers Association Convention
October 19 Michigan Beekeepers Association Fall Conference
October 25-26 The Beekeepers of Indiana Fall Conference

October 25-26 lowa Honey Producers Association Fall Conference

October 25-27 Oregon State Beekeepers Association Fall Conference
November 8-9 lllinois State Beekeepers Associaiton Fall Meeting

We have now picked up our 10t Platinum State Sponsor. Join us in Welcoming Nevada State Beekeepers led by Debbie
Gilmore.

If you would like more information about the ABF State Delegates Assembly or about state sponsorships, contact Debbie Seib at
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com. If you are a State Delegate and would like ABF information to share at your event, send an email
including estimated numbers to abfnet.org@gmail.com. Please give us three weeks notice.

Regards,
Debbie Seib, Chair
ABF State Delegates Assembly

ABF 2025 Conference and Trade Show
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SAVE THE DATE

2025 American
Beskeeping
Federation
Conference &
Tradeshow
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Peppermill Resort Spa C'a.sinnl
2707 South Virginia Street
Reno, Nevada 89502

Conference registration opened on July 5t with early bird registration rates through October 31, 2024. We have already had many

members sign up. Tuesday, January 7, will be full of committee meetings so if you are interested in a committee and want to sit in, feel
free to show up a day early. Tuesday night will include a dinner with your registration.

Wednesday kicks off with one of our three Keynote Speakers: Dr. Marla Spivak from University of Minnesota, Dr. Geoff Williams from
Auburn University, and Dr. Scott McArt from Cornell University. Wednesday evening includes a dinner and ice-cream social. Dinner will be
followed up with a Honey Queen Auction, Quiz Bow, and lots of fun.

We have reserved a block of rooms at the Peppermill Resort Spa for a discounted rate of $120 a night (plus applicable tax, fees, and a $10
resort fee). The hotel is located on 2707 South Virginia St., Reno, NV 89502. Parking is free and there is a complimentary shuttle to and
from the Reno-Tahoe International Airport.

Our offsite event at the National Automobile Museum will be on Thursday, January oth, Get ready for an exciting adventure at the newly
opened E.L. Wiegand Children's Educational Activity Center! Step into their innovative space and dive into the fascinating history of cars
through interactive experiences.

Pre-registration will close on December 26, 2024 but we do allow walk-ins. Watch our website for the schedule, more information, and a link
to the registration page. https://abfnet.org/2025-abf-conference/

Registration Early Bird Eates Eegular Rates On-Site Rates
July 3 - October 31, 2024 Mov 1 - Dec 26, 2024
Member [Non-Member] Member |Non-Member |Member MNon-MMember
Individual Fegistrants Full Conference $245.00 $305.00 $295.00 $353.00 534300 $4035.00
Individual Fegistrants Day Rate $130.00 $190.00 $175.00 $215.00 520000 $240.00
Student and Educator $60.00
Motes:

* 10 percent dizcount for active military and first responders

With over 35,000 square feet of vendor space, we have lots of room in our Expo Hall and have already confirmed 26 vendors. If you would
like to Exhibit or Sponsor, check out our Prospectus online at https://abfnet.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/07/2025_ABF_ExhibtorSponsor_Prospectus_FinalV5_07112024.pdf, or send an email to Regina Robuck at
partnershiprelations@abfnet.org.

If you have any questions, send an email to Debbie Seib at abfnet.org@gmail.com.


https://abfnet.org/2025-abf-conference/
https://abfnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/2025_ABF_ExhibtorSponsor_Prospectus_FinalV5_07112024.pdf
mailto:partnershiprelations@abfnet.org
mailto:abfnet.org@gmail.com

Honey Queen Buzz
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July is the start of the busiest promotional season for the American Honey Queen and Princess. Kaelyn and Lainey began their
crisscrossing of the nation this month and will continue to be busy through November!

Fairs and festivals are among the biggest events for the spokespersons during the summer months. This year, July featured a visit to the
Michigan Honey Festival, where Princess Lainey taught attendees about the multifaceted commercial beekeeping industry in addition to
promoting honey consumption. Events such as these are great ways to highlight our products, the work of our industry members, and bring
media attention to the industry.

Queen Kaelyn kicked off her summer promotions with a stop at the Warren County 4-H Fair in New Jersey. This event allowed her the
chance to conduct product demonstrations, teach beekeeping basics with hive demonstrations and observation hives, and, of course,
market honey to fairgoers. We are always impressed with how every fair and beekeeping organization puts a new spin on honey and
beekeeping promotions throughout the summer. | encourage you to follow Kaelyn and Lainey on social media (Facebook and Instagram at
American Honey Queen Program) to see the different methods our colleagues use to promote honey throughout the country.

Fall schedules are filling rapidly for Kaelyn and Lainey. Contact me at honeyqgueen99@hotmail.com or 414.545.5514 if you have events
this fall at which you’d like one of them to speak. We are also scheduling virtual visits for school groups, civic organizations, government
organizations, business brown bags, and much more! If you have a group that would like to schedule a virtual visit, be sure to reach out
soon. We’d love to reach your state this year! Happy promoting!

Bee Practical Award Applications

The American Beekeeping Federation is offering an award for up to $2,000 to a beekeeper with a practical beekeeping idea that is relevant
to other beekeepers. The $2,000 will be split in the case more than one awardee is chosen. We are looking to fund one or more individuals
that have developed a practical beekeeping practice OR have a practical beekeeping idea that needs funding to be developed. Examples of
practical ideas include, but are not limited to: a novel way of utilizing old bee boxes, an air conditioned bee suit, a more accurate method of
sampling for varroa mites, a method of collecting colony information, or a hive design for people with disabilities. Novel ideas will receive a
higher rating. Awardee(s) will be asked to share their idea with ABF membership in two ways. One, present their idea at the ABF annual
conference in January 2025 hosted in Reno, Nevada. Free registration will be included. Two, the awardee(s) must write an article about
their idea for the ABF’s Quarterly magazine.

Applications will be accepted through October 1, 2024. Awardee(s) will be notified by October 15, 2024. For more information,
visit https://abfnet.org/abf-bee-practical-award/.

Free Webinar

ABF is excited to launch a webinar featuring past winners of the Bee Practical Award. These individuals have developed
a practical beekeeping practice OR have a practical beekeeping idea.

Join us on Friday, August 9th from 7-8:30pm EST for a webinar featuring four past winners: James Lee, Kirk Kirksey, Peggy DeSanto, and
David Miller. If you are unable to attend, the webinar will be recorded.

To register for this FREE event, please visit https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/27787d23-2c8b-456f-b6b2-
6d5c1e9ddedd@9fd7580a-6472-4d9c-a142-d131d3a7a116
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For questions or additional information, contact garett.slater@ag.tamu.edu. . . . .
Three Native Trees which support Honey Production and Pollination in the Southern
part of the United States

The southern United States is home to various native trees that are vital for the ecosystem and beneficial for honey bee honey production
and pollination.

1. *Tulip Poplar (Liriodendron tulipifera) - The Tulip Poplar, also known as Yellow Poplar, is a tall, deciduous tree growing up to 150 feet. It
features distinctive tulip-shaped greenish-yellow flowers with an orange band at the base, blooming in the spring.

Benefits include:

- Nectar Production: Tulip Poplars are prolific nectar producers, making them a significant source for honey bees. The nectar from these
trees produces a light and mild-flavored honey.

- Pollination: The abundant flowers attract a wide range of pollinators, including honey bees, which helps in the overall pollination of the
surrounding flora.

2. Southern Magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora) - The Southern Magnolia is an evergreen tree that can reach heights of 60-80 feet. It is
known for its large, fragrant white flowers and glossy green leaves, which bloom throughout the spring and summer.

Benefits include:

- Nectar and Pollen: The large, showy flowers of the Southern Magnolia provide ample nectar and pollen, which are crucial for honey bee
nutrition and production.

- Extended Blooming Period: The long blooming period offers a sustained food source for honey bees, supporting their activities over
several months.

3. Black Locust (Robinia pseudoacacia) -The Black Locust is a fast-growing deciduous tree that typically reaches 30-50 feet in height. It
produces clusters of fragrant white flowers in late spring.

Benefits Include:

- High Nectar Yield: Black Locust trees are renowned for their high nectar yield, which produces a highly prized honey known for its clarity
and sweet taste.

- Pollination: The flowers attract various pollinators, including honey bees, which helps maintain a healthy and diverse ecosystem.

These native trees -Tulip Poplar, Southern Magnolia, and Black Locust - play a vital role in honey bee honey production and pollination in
the southern United States. Providing essential nectar and pollen supports the health and productivity of honey bee populations, which
benefits the broader environment. Planting and preserving these trees can help ensure the sustainability of both local ecosystems and the
honey bee industry.

Susan Collins, Director Representing State Delegages Assembly

National
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Board”®
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Environment and Economy

As part of our Celebrating Beekeeping video series, we had the opportunity to meet and share the story of some of the people
behind the Appalachian Beekeeping Collective (ABC). Theirs is a story of a community in the Appalachian region of West Virginia,
once dominated by coal mining, whose residents fell on hard times after the mines closed, causing many to move out of the area.
For those who remained, finding work has been difficult — and this is where the ABC has stepped in.

A project of non-profit Appalachian Headwaters, the ABC “trains, supports, and provides bees and equipment at no cost to partner
beekeepers in economically distressed Appalachian communities.” This program allows participants to not only give back to the
planet around them but also provides them with income, allowing them to stay on the land they feel so connected to. Learn more

about their story in this Celebrating Beekeeping video.

Image Credit: National Honey Board

RECIPE for July

Students will be heading back to school before we know it and it is
essential to make sure that they have everything they need to be
successful, and that includes nutritious meals. With its natural
energy and versatility, it's easy to incorporate honey into your
student’s diet from breakfast and lunch to after-school snacks and |
dinner, like in this lunchbox favorite! '

Ham & Cheese Lettuce Roll Ups with
Honey Mustard Sauce

INGREDIENTS:

e 1T - honey

4 slices - ham, cold cut

4 slices - cheddar cheese

4 - romaine lettuce leaves

1/4 cup - light mayonnaise

1 T - golden mustard

1/4 T - lemon juice

1/4 cup - chives, finely chopped

DIRECTIONS:

Lay one lettuce leaf flat and place one slice of ham and one slice of cheese on top. Roll up tightly and repeat process for
remaining lettuce, ham and cheese.

Place all roll ups on a dish.
Next, in a small bowl whisk the honey, mayonnaise, mustard, lemon juice and chives. Pour into small side bowl.
Dip each roll up and enjoy!

Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board. For more honey recipes, visit honey.com.

Are you interested in volunteering at next year’s Kids & Bees on Saturday, January 11th during the 2025 ABF convention in Reno,
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Nevada? Please email Louann Hausner at intimarathoner21@gmail.com.

Check out the Resources for Beekeepers tab on our website. We've added a section about Veterinarians and Honey Bees.

REMEMBER: Auto Renewal will begin on August 1. [f you wish to 'opt out', log in to the Member Portal on August 1 and check the
'opt out' option. If you wish to upgrade your membership, you will need to complete this on our Member Portal before your dues are
automatically renewed. For questions, contact Robert Duffy, Membership Chair at beekeeperin@aol.com.,

Proven Queens

Shipped throughout the United States & Canada
Park Italian Queens Available
April, May, June, July, August & Scptcmbcr

Contact: Wootens Queens 8 Bees

QUEENS  BEES™
Major Credit Cards Accepted

888-565-8439 | order@woote nsqueensbees.com
m’.wootensﬂlueensbfes.com o rﬁ]

Follow Us
Facebook

Instagram
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