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Vice President's Message

Rumors - a currently circulating story or report of uncertain or doubtful truth. The latest rumor sent to me was that ABF has
abandoned the legislative agenda and we were going to be crushed by another group. My answer was simple.

Throughout the history of beekeeping, there have always been challenges for our industry. As issues that affect our industry become
a greater threat each year, it opens the way for someone to attack our association and leadership. It would be a futile endeavor to try
and change their opinion; therefore, we will not spend the resources to do so. Many times, this comes down to dollars and sense.
Money that can be made by attacking others and lack of sense used when doing so. As you are aware, things move slowly in
Washington and threats and bullying do not get the intended results.

As the elected Vice-President and Legislative Chair, | can guarantee you we have not abandoned the legislative agenda. ABF
officers, past and present, were in Washington, D.C., the second week in June meeting with Senators and Congressmen to voice our
concerns on industry issues. Our “asks” were simple.

e First: We would like a 30% increase in funding to specifically target research on the Tropilaelaps mite heading our way. We
made it clear; we do not want to reduce other research funds for this.
e Second: We would like $500,000 to keep the USDA Honey Bee & Pollinator Research Coordinator, Office of Chief Scientist.



While many of the meetings that we had were with their staff, we met directly with five Congressman and three Senators along with the
Ag Committee Chair G.T. Thompson. Leaving a handout at each office was a way to reiterate other concerns we have as an
industry.

Our membership is continuing to increase and although it is not 3,500, our members both new and those that have been members for
years, are reaching out to us as they want to be a part of an industry that is positive in its message. “We are all in this together.”

We are currently working on our 2025 Conference and Tradeshow. This is our annual event that brings together beekeepers of all
levels, researchers, and apiary inspectors.

For questions, feel free to contact me at seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com.

Debbie Seib
Vice President & Legislative Chair

State Delegates Updates

The State Delegates Assembly holds bi-monthly meetings that are scheduled for the second Tuesday every other month. Our 2024
remaining schedule is:

Tuesday, July 9
Tuesday, Sept 10
Tuesday, Nov 12

Our calls feature guest speakers, an open forum for discussion on what ABF is doing for beekeepers and our industry, as well as delegates
sharing what is going on in their states.

Regional Associations

Here is the latest on our three regional organizations that usually meet annually. If you'd like participate in educational sessions, apiary
experiences, children’s programs, and honey shows, you should attend a regional conference. Each conference is held in one of their
member states or provinces. Moving the conference around allows everyone an opportunity to attend a regional conference that is closer
to home.

EASTERN
APICULTURAL
SOCIETY

Eastern Apicultural Society (EAS) 69t annual Short Course and Conference titled “Think Like a Bee” will be held August 5-9, 2024 at
Turf Valley Resort in Ellicott City, Maryland. The annual Short Course and Conference will be a time for beekeepers to gain and exchange
knowledge, experience laboratory workshops and apiary inspections, attend speaker presentations, participate in day trips and dinners,
meet new acquaintances, grow friendships, and chance upon the latest and greatest products from our leading industry vendors. Keynote
speakers include Elizabeth Capaldi, Sam Droege, Dr. Michelle Flenniken, Dr. Jeff Pettis, and Dr. Tammi Horn-Potter. For more updates and

registration, visit: https://easternapiculture.org/conference/.

APICULTURAL
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Western Apicultural Society (WAS) will not host a 2024 conference.

HEARTLAND

29— APICULTURAL

Heartland Apicultural Society (HAS) will hold their 2024 Conference on August 23-24 at the Wooster Campus of The Ohio State


mailto:seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com
https://easternapiculture.org/conference/

University. There will be in-hive education sessions and the conference will kick off on Thursday evening. Registration will be available very
soon so watch their website - https://www.heartlandbees.org/.

State Events

If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members, please send it to Debbie Seib at
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com.

Here are some state events in July/August:

July 2 Adaptive Bee Breeders Alliance: lt's all About the Drones
July 11-13 Joint Minnesota/Wisconsin Honey Producers Summer Meeting
July 20 Pennsylvania State Beekeepers Association Summer Event

August 23-24 Louisiana Beekeepers Association Convention

Over 50% of our states are sponsors for the American Beekeeping Federation. Sponsoring the ABF gives your state beekeeping
association support in your continuous efforts to add value to membership in your organization. There are four different levels of
sponsorship and each level includes difference benefits.

If you would like more information about the ABF State Delegates Assembly or about state sponsorships, contact Debbie Seib at
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com. If you are a State Delegate and would like ABF information to share at your event, send an email
including estimated numbers to abfnet.org@gmail.com. Please give us three weeks notice.

Regards,
Debbie Seib, Chair
ABF State Delegates Assembly

ABF 2025 Conference and Trade Show
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SAVE THE DATE

2025 American =" T
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Federation
Conference &
Tradeshow
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Peppermill Resort Spa C'a.sinnl
2707 South Virginia Street
Reno, Nevada 89502

Our conference will begin on Wednesday, January 8, 2025 with a dinner on Tuesday evening. Wednesday kicks off with one of our three
keynote speakers: Dr. Marla Spivak from the University of Minnesota, Dr. Geoff Williams from Auburn University, and Dr. Scott McArt from
Cornell University. Watch for updates on our website at https://abfnet.org/2025-abf-conference/

We have reserved a block of rooms at the Peppermill Resort Spa for a discounted rate of $129 a night (plus applicable tax, fees, and a $10
resort fee). The hotel is located on 2707 South Virginia Street, Reno, NV 89502. Parking is free and there is a complimentary shuttle to
and from the Reno-Tahoe International Airport.

Our offsite event will be at the National Automobile Museum on Thursday, January 9,2024. There will be a fun area where younger adults
can design their dream car.

Registration will begin on July 5, 2024, with early bird registration rates through October 31, 2024. Pre-registration will close on December
26, 2024, but we do allow walk-ins. Full conference registration will include Tuesday night “Dinner and a Show’ and Wednesday night
“Dinner and Ice-cream Social”’. Watch our website for the schedule, more information, and a link to the registration page.

Registration Early Bird Eates Eegular Rates On-Site Rates
July 3 - October 31, 2024 Mov 1 - Dec 26, 2024
Member [Non-Member] Member |MNon-Member |Member Mon-MMember
Individual Registrants Full Conference $245.00 $305.00 $295.00 $353.00 534500 $4035.00
Individual Registrants Day Rate $130.00 $190.00 $175.00 $215.00 520000 $240.00
Student and Educator $60.00
Motes:

* 10 percent dizcount for active military and first responders

With over 35,000 square feet of vendor space, we have lots of room in our Expo Hall and have already confirmed 18 vendors. If you would
like to Exhibit or Sponsor, send an email to Regina Robuck at partnershiprelations@abfnet.org.

If you have any questions, send an email to Debbie Seib at abfnet.org@gmail.com.

Honey Queen Buzz
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June§ trédltlonlly a quieter month for American Honey Queen and Princess promotions. Your spokespersons kept busy with some
events, but it also allowed them to catch up with their honey and beekeeping work back home as they prepare for a busy July and August of
promotional activity!

Typically, June affords the Queen and Princess the opportunity to participate in festivals, open houses, and other community-based
presentations. This month was no exception. Princess Lainey traveled to Connecticut mid-month to participate in a week of activities with
Jones Apiaries, including a strawberry festival, presentations to local civic groups, and much more. While the strawberry festival was the
largest draw, these community presentations offer the opportunity to speak one-on-one to consumers creating interest in the industry as
well as using honey. Queen Kaelyn participated in a Wisconsin Dairy Breakfast. Highlighting June Dairy Month, these events promote far
more than just the dairy industry; they also highlight different agricultural industries that make that county unique and show consumers the
many ways they can enjoy agricultural products. The Queens can tie into how important pollination is for other agricultural sectors. The
remainder of the month was sprinkled with school presentations and other open house events.

While Kaelyn and Lainey are busy promoting and working on their social media presence and other reports the rest of this month, the
American Honey Queen Committee, Auxiliary, and other volunteers are continuing their work to prepare for the annual Kids and Bees
Program in Reno. Please watch upcoming ABF Quarterly articles and eBuzz articles about the program, and opportunities for you and your
business to help bring high quality honey bee industry education to students of all ages in January. We are excited to involve a large
segment of the ABF at this event in January!

We are scheduling the Queen and Princess into September, October, and November now. If you haven’t booked your event, contact me at

hone¥gueen99@hotmail.com or 414.545.5514 to start the conversation! Happy promotinc.;!
Update on Canada-US Border Importation of Package Bees

We have a huge success to be proud of. As you may recall at our conference in January 2023, the membership voted to allow us to
pursue selling packages into Canada. A large portion of that decision is based on the long-term goal of replacing their package suppliers
and being able to discuss closing the continent to ensure bio-security.

CFIA has announced they will not take bees from Ukraine based on Tropi mite risk. This is very critical in that they do, in fact, recognize the
risk and that Tropi is surviving in colder climates. The value of this means they were listening, and that all the hard work and honest
discussion contributed by many has paid off. CFIA explaining to Canadians that Tropi mites are a real threat means the science is now
accepted, and that translates upwards to all Canadian officials. We are still waiting on their decision regarding the US risk assessment.

A recent study published in the Journal of Apicultural Research (JAR) makes it clear that not only is the Tropi mite right on the border of
Russia and Ukraine, but that it has been there since 2021 and has the ability to overwinter in climate conditions similar to Canada. Read
the JAR report HERE.

In recent months several beekeeping organizations in the US and Canada have raised concerns about the spread of Tropilaelaps, a mite
arguably more dangerous than the varroa mite we already have. Those concerns have led the Canadian Association of Professional
Apiculturists, the CHC and others, including the B.C. Honey Producers Association, to consider the development of emergency response
plans for what happens when - not if - Tropi gets here.

The possible routes of infection into North America have been top of mind for all. Commercial operators in the US and Canada raised
concerns that Ukrainian export bees could become a prime way for the mite to hitchhike to this continent.

All this comes as the CFIA is continuing to review a risk assessment on whether to reopen the Canada-US border to the importation of
package bees from US suppliers. The border was closed in 1987 because of the looming threat of varroa and tracheal mites. Periodic
reviews resulted in the border remaining closed because of further developments around Africanized honey bees, mite-resistant treatments
and another migratory pest, the small hive beetle.

The border closure has been opposed by many commercial beekeepers in Canada and the United States, who view this as a lost issue. The
BCHPA, however, has a standing motion on its books supporting the closure of the border until a science-based risk assessment shows
there is no reason to continue.

The CFIA risk assessment on US package bees is expected to be rendered this year. Whether the looming threat of Tropilaelaps will affect
that decision is unclear. More on this later.
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The National Honey'(:”Board Celebrates Honey Bees' Impact on the Environment!

World Environment Day is in early June, a global event that aims to tackle the largest problems facing our planet while celebrating
"environmental action and the power of governments, businesses and individusls to create a more sustainable world." Established
and led by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) since 1973, this celebration is coined as a "global platform for
inspiring positive change" that is celebrated in over 150 countries.

In honor of World Environment Day, we shared how beekeepers around the country make positive impacts on their community and
the environment through beekeeping, bringing the point to life with this Celebrating Beekeeping video. We look forward to continuing
to share the incredible work of our passionate beekeepers and the honey bees who contribue to our environment.

Image Credit: National Honey Board

RECIPE for June

There is so much to love about summer, and around here, the food
is at the top of our list. Honey truly shines in the summer - from
sweetening lemonades and sweet teas to serving as a topping for
ice cream and a garnish for granita. This month we're focusing on
the cooler, fresher side of the summer menu and are highlighting
one of our favorite frozen treats that are sure to help you beat the
heat on these warm summer days.

Honey Watermelon Granita with
Honeycomb

INGREDIENTS:

1 medium - seedless watermelon

1/2 cup - honey

juice and zest of 4 limes

3" - square piece of honeycomb, optional
fresh mint and additional lime, to garnish

DIRECTIONS:

Cut the melon in half and scoop out the flesh into a blender. Remove any seeds that may be in the watermelon as best you can.
Blend the watermelon until pureed, pausing to stir and fully blend as needed.

Add the honey, lime juice and zest and blend until well combined.
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Pur the watermelon mixture into a large shallow pan and place in the freezer uncovered.

Wait one hour and with a fork, run the tines through the mixture to break up any ice crystals, return to the freezer and repeat every
30 minutes until fully frozen and icy. This mixture should be icy crystals, not a frozen block and not slushy.

To serve, scoop into shallow glass and garnish with a bit of honeycomb, mint leaves and a lime wedge.

TIP: This recipe can be made into a light watermelon wine granita by adding 12 oz. of Moscato or sparkling rosé to the mixture before
placing in the freezer. This may take additional time in the freezer. You can also add a drizzle of a fruity liqueur such as limoncello or
melon liqueur over the granita when serving. This makes a unique and refreshing "after dinner" dessert!

Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board. For more honey recipes, visit honey.com.

Proven Queens

Shipped throughout the United States & Canada
Park Italian Queens Awvailable
April, May, June, July, August & September
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Contact: Wootens Queens & Bees

QUEENS BEES™
Major Credit Cards Accepted

888-565-8439 | order@wootensqueensbees.com
WW“’.WDDIERSK'UEEﬂSh-EES.L‘Om o {r:.i]

Follow Us
Facebook

Instagram

Copyright 2024, American Beekeeping Federation. All rights reserved.

Phone: 317-503-0583
AMERICAN BEEKEEPING

FEDERATION



https://www.honey.com/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nDZ1g8xZ-zr0r0wErDZTpUqdwTaj0Ux5rGFJvkEMgYKv5QlkaEw0MO4f73UKI-4QyuuMgau_qqhBuPlaMZBqSBtStQPPwHeNsgw9pGA7j9XL7NNxitGUKBJVMscvKj4JBkgB7A7iToLJzGC7-OEKf7ABPcQc6eCEUnyIvWq3uQ8bitsObpqPFEPFQ1zYtMhA&c=NKHwDhX7S5iYVo-YGtIsZBQAjaGX85GJc4nl6py3i1qx9YIblMmyzA==&ch=bBTsWCOL7hfATA68RbEArTKbMfMO1K1aHytoOVmF5dPMJt7P4qB5_g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nDZ1g8xZ-zr0r0wErDZTpUqdwTaj0Ux5rGFJvkEMgYKv5QlkaEw0MDduX8oMzrhePcgdzqgL3H1n8y_gSN7PB1DC-mZFSKZf2ykE2gXTUi6DVOglp2uR6P4LICRE9gIvO8QXlVdOmrCOlwGxs6gNeocXQiBeWxo5SoGqhLHhBlc2ubsk3WtVrpCsqVk8qqj8&c=NKHwDhX7S5iYVo-YGtIsZBQAjaGX85GJc4nl6py3i1qx9YIblMmyzA==&ch=bBTsWCOL7hfATA68RbEArTKbMfMO1K1aHytoOVmF5dPMJt7P4qB5_g==

	June 2024
	Vice President's Message
	RECIPE for June


