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President's Message

 

For those of you who know me well you know that I do not enjoy the “news”.   I do understand its place in life and find it necessary to keep up on. 
One of my goals is to get the news out to our members before it has become history.  It is important for all of us to read the articles and then take
the time to investigate them to determine their accuracy.  

Recently, the ABF sent out a couple of news releases that brought questions to many of us.  One was the report released by the FDA:  “FY22/23
Sample Collection and Analysis of Imported Honey for Economically Motivated Adulteration”.   Economically motivated adulteration is the term used
by the FDA for food fraud.  While I support and encourage FDAs interest to combat food fraud, this article stirred many questions in the industry. 
The methodology was one.  Why was the use of Stable Carbon Isotope Ration Analysis (SCIRA) used as the only test?  Please find a report from
Dr. Jeff Pettis on honey testing methods to food fraud below.  You will notice that Dr. Jeff Pettis reminds us that SCIRA is more or less obsolete, as
most adulteration with syrups no longer involves corn or cane sugar derived syrup. 

It is important for all of us to work together to help our industry stay strong.  We need to establish a strong standard of identity for honey and
labeling laws that include the country of origin.  Honey fraud has a significant impact on US beekeepers as it contributes to the lower wholesale
honey prices we deal with so often.

This is one of the top issues that the ABF leadership takes to leaders in Washington.  Alongside our lobbyist, Fran Boyd, and our Legislative
Committee, we continue to talk to our elected leaders about the importance of combating honey fraud in the United States.  A few of the other key
issues ABF will take to Washington in the upcoming months include the Farm Bill, securing an increase in funding support for our research labs,
securing the position of USDA Departmental Honey Bee and Pollinator Research Coordinator, public land access and habitat for honey bees, our
concerns for the health of the honey bee industry and possible new threats to us. 

We continue to need your support in advocating for our industry with your elected officials.  Contact myself or Debbie Seib, Legislative Chair, with
any questions you may have about ABF’s positions on these important issues. 

Detection of Honey Fraud: Honey fraud is an ongoing issue worldwide and many tests are available to try and detect fraud, but no single test
alone is sufficient. A combination of two or more tests are needed and even then, no amount of testing will always detect all fraud. This does not
mean we should not demand testing by importers and customs agencies. The threat of testing and the rejection of honey found to be fraudulent will
help to improve the honey market and help protect the public opinion of honey as a pure, natural product. Four tests are outlined below and any



combination of two or more of tests 2-4 tests will help fight honey fraud. The first method listed is more or less obsolete as most adulteration with
syrups no longer involves corn or cane sugar derived syrup. The descriptions below are from the National Honey Board FAQs on honey fraud.
Table 4 of this document shows the various strengths and weaknesses of each of these tests. In order of importance test # 4, HRMS should be
used coupled with #3 NMR.

If honey is found to be not pure or adulterated, it should be destroyed. Destruction of the honey will serve to deter future fraud but also prevent the
fraudulent honey from being reclassified or re-labeled, which is a very common means to try and re-market fraudulent honey.

1. 13C Stable Carbon Isotope Ratio Method (SCIRA) or EA/IRMS. Limit of C4 Syrup Detection 7% Originally developed in the 1970’s and the only
AOAC Official method – 998.12 C4 Plant Sugars in Honey. This method can detect only corn or sugar cane derived syrups (C4 sugars), it cannot
detect syrups made from beets, rice, wheat or other plants (C3 sugars).

2. 13C Stable Carbon Isotope Ratio Method paired with a Liquid Chromatograph or EA/LC-IRMS. Limit of Syrup Detection 3-5% C4, 10-30%* C3
Developed in 2008, this method is also good for directly determining adulteration with C4 sugar syrups; but can also indirectly detect adulteration
with C3 sugar syrups, though with less sensitivity than for C4. *(some custom C3 syrups are undetectable by this method).

3. Nuclear Magnetic Resonance Profiling or NMR. Limit of Syrup Detection 10-40%. This is a rapid screening method designed to test for both
known and unknown syrups, as well as to detect prohibited processing methods and other potential manipulations of pure honey. NMR compares
each sample against a database of curated pure honey samples using an array of 53 parameters to detect sugar syrups and a quantitative
analysis of 36 compounds. This technique is not as sensitive as other methods, but can also be used to determine the country of origin and
botanical source of honey.

4. Liquid Chromatography-High Resolution Mass Spectrometry analysis or HRMS. Limit of Syrup Detection as low as 5%, similar to NMR, this
method can test for both known and unknown syrups in honey, although in the case of HRMS the focus is on the identification of specific markers
typical of sugar syrups. HRMS is highly sensitive, detecting very low concentrations of telltale syrup markers where they may be present in
otherwise pure honey.

The above text numbers 1-4 are taken directly from the National Honey Board Frequently Asked Questions document on honey fraud.
https://honey.com/images/files/NHB-Honey-Testing-FAQs.pdf

Prepared 7 March 2024 by: Dr. Jeff Pettis, Apimondia President and Pettis and Associates LLC. Salisbury MD 21801. +1 443 766 9932.
pettis.jeff@gmail.com

Respectfully,

Patty Sundberg
President

 

State Delegates Updates

We currently have 79 State Delegates from 50 states.  We held our first meeting in March and our second meeting in May.  Our delegates are heavily
involved in their local and state associations as well as ABF.  See our list of State Events in the section below. 

Guest speakers at our May meeting were Danielle Downey from Project Apis m., Natasha Garcia-Andersen, President and Kim Skyrm, Past-President of
the Apiary Inspectors of America.

 

M e e t  th e  D e le g a te s            

Debbie Gilmore, from Nevada, is serving her first year as a State Delegate.  Debbie is a fourth-generation Nevada beekeeper beginning with
her great grandfather in 1918, and now her son, Ryan, is continuing with the family tradition.  Hall’s Honey was a commercial honey producer until
the 1970’s when the business was sold.  Debbie and her husband, Andy Joyner, are the owners of Hall’s Honey, in Yerington, Nevada.  They
resurrected Hall’s Honey in 2006 and currently own approximately 80 colonies.

Debbie and Andy started the Mason Valley Beekeepers in 2008 which now has a membership of over 125 families and is a non-profit
organization.  Monthly meetings, workshops, package distributions, field days and extracting days are held every year.  Debbie has been the
president of the Mason Valley Beekeepers since its inception and Andy is on the Board of Directors.

Debbie is the President and organizer of the Nevada State Beekeepers Conference held annually in Yerington, Nevada, and supported by the

Mason Valley Beekeepers.  The 15th annual conference will be held in February 2025.

Debbie is a past Nevada delegate for the Western Apiculture Society, past member of other local Nevada bee organizations, and has attended
many local, state, and national events.

R e g io n a l A s s o c ia t io n s              

Our regional organizations are planning for 2024 conferences.  If you’d like participate in educational sessions, apiary experiences, children’s programs,
and honey shows, you should attend a regional conference.  Each conference is held in one of their member states or provinces.  Moving the conference
around allows everyone an opportunity to attend a regional conference that is closer to home.

Eastern Apicultural Society (EAS) 69th annual Short Course and Conference titled “Think Like a Bee” will be held August 5–9, 2024 at Turf Valley
Resort in Ellicott City, Maryland.  The annual Short Course and Conference will be a time for beekeepers to gain and exchange knowledge, experience

mailto:pettis.jeff@gmail.com


laboratory workshops and apiary inspections, attend speaker presentations, participate in day trips and dinners, meet new acquaintances, grow
friendships, and chance upon the latest and greatest products from our leading industry vendors.  Keynote speakers include Dr. Michelle Flenniken, Dr.

Jeff Pettis, and Sam Droege. Watch for more updates at:  https://easternapiculture.org/conference/.  

Western Apicultural Society (WAS) will be holding their Pacific Northwest Beekeeping Conference on September 28/29th at the Olympic Hotel in
Olympia, WA. Watch for more updates at: https://wasba.org/events/conference-info/.

Heartland Apicultural Society (HAS) keep watching their website for the latest on the 2024 HAS conference.

 

S ta te  E v e n ts      

If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members, please send it to Debbie Seib at seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com.  

Here are some state events in June/July:       

June 1 Colorado State Beekeepers Association Summer Meeting

June 8 Maryland State Beekeepers Association

June 15 The Beekeepers of Indiana: Purdue Field Day

June 15 Kentucky State Beekeepers Association:  Hardin Co. A Year in Beekeeping

June 15 Texas Beekeepers Association Summer Clinic

June 22 Illinois State Beekeepers Association Annual Summer Meeting

July 2 Adaptive Bee Breeders Alliance:  It's all About the Drones

July 11-13 Joint Minnesota/Wisconsin Honey Producers Summer Meeting

If you would like more information about the ABF State Delegates Assembly or about state sponsorships, contact Debbie Seib at
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com. If you are a State Delegate and would like ABF information to share at your event, send an email including
estimated numbers to abfnet.org@gmail.com.  Please give us three weeks notice.

Regards,
Debbie Seib, Chair
ABF State Delegates Assembly

​ABF 2025 Conference and Trade Show

https://easternapiculture.org/conference/
https://wasba.org/events/conference-info/
https://coloradobeekeepers.org/events/summer-meeting/
https://www.mdbeekeepers.org/2024-june-08-meeting/
https://www.indianabeekeeper.com/events/purdue_field_day.html#:~:text=This year's event will be,will all be comfortable indoors!
https://kybees.org/event-5538504
https://texasbeekeepers.org/summer-clinic/
https://www.ilsba.com/summary-of-events.html
https://mapmydca.com/kerby-or-july-2/
http://minnesotahoneyproducers.com/mhpa-annual-meeting-and-2024-convention/
http://seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com
http://abfnet.org@gmail.com


E x c it in g  C o n fe r e n c e  N e w s . . .                    

Sweet Success in the Silver State

The Amercian Beekeeping Federation will hold our 82nd Conference and Tradeshow in Reno, Nevada beginning the week of January 7, 2025.

Our keynote speakers will be Dr. Marla Spivak from University of Minnesota, Dr. Scott McArt from Cornell University and Dr. Geoff Williams from Auburn
University.

We have a special program planned on Thursday with Project Apis m (PAm) that is a must attend event.

The American Association of Professional Apiculturists (AAPA) will be joining us again this year for their American Bee Research Conference (ABRC) on

Thursday, Friday and Saturday January 9th through January 11th.  2024 showed off 27 posters from students across the US.

We have already received commitments from several returning vendors.  Our tradeshow area is doubled in size and all breakout sessions are on one
floor.  We are anticipating a sold out expo again and this year we’ll have even more opportunities for sponsorship.  If you are interested, send an email to
partnershiprelations@abfnet.com and we’ll send you a prospectus.

The Kids and Bees program will be back on site and, as usual, we’ll be hosting our annual American Honey Show.  Our honey show will again feature 18
different categories.  Watch our website for the rules to submit your entries.

Keep an eye on our website as we begin posting more information at abfnet.org.

For questions, send an email to Debbie Seib at abfnet.org@gmail.com.  

Honey Queen Buzz

May was blooming with promotional and presentation opportunities for Queen Kaelyn and Princess Lainey.  Between finals and other school
commitments, the ABF spokespersons promoted for the industry 27 of the days in May! 

As the school year began to wind down, the queens’ school presentations increased.  They reached students in eight schools in their home areas of
Wisconsin and Maine, speaking to students in elementary, middle, and high school.  Beyond their home states, Kaelyn also spoke to a wide range of
students in California and Kansas.  Lainey made a stop in Idaho reaching students in the Idaho Falls area.  Kaelyn inched closer to her goal of speaking
to students in career and technical education classes, such as agriculture courses, family and consumer science, and business classes.  As the school
year restarts, consider adding these types of presentations to Kaelyn’s schedule when she visits your state.

Promotional events were abundant in May as well.  Both representatives visited California – Kaelyn to the Sacramento area for the California Honey
Festival and Lainey to Los Angeles for the Los Angeles County Fair.  Each event offered unique opportunities to promote the industry, including stage
events, manning the observation hive, and answering countless industry questions.  Lainey rounded out her May events with a stop at BeeWeaver’s
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annual BuzzFest in Navasota, Texas.  This was an open house event for the BeeWeaver company, but it also provided a great opportunity to teach
attendees about the many uses for the products of the hive, notably allowing the Honey Princess to promote honey!

We are excited to continue to expand the Queens’ promotions throughout June and July.  If you have any events where you’d like to have Kaelyn or
Lainey visit to enhance your promotional work, contact me at honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or 414.545.5514!  If you haven’t already, be sure to follow
Kaelyn and Lainey’s promotional journey by subscribing to the American Honey Queen Program’s Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube channels.  Happy
promoting!

 
 
 

Legislative Update

House Farm Bill Mark-up. House Agriculture Committee Reports 2024 Farm Bill  33-21

Early morning 5/24/24, Chairman Thompson (R-PA) and the House Agriculture Committee reported out the committee’s 2024 farm bill by a vote of 33-
21. They began 5/23/24 at 11:00am.  Secretary of Agriculture Vilsack attended the mark-up and opened the proceedings with a statement to the
Committee expressing his concerns with several provisions of the Chairman’s farm bill legislation before the committee.  The final vote on passage early
this morning was along party lines with only 4 Democrats voting with the Republicans for final passage of the multi-title bill which came in at over 1000
pages.  The majority of all amendments offered were defeated by party-line votes or withdrawn.  The mark-up was at times very bitter particularly during
debate on the Nutrition title of the bill which makes several changes to the existing SNAP program which were strongly apposed by the Committee Ranking
Member David Scott (D-GA) and all Democratic members of the committee.

Chairman Thompson said he does not expect the farm bill to come to the House floor until September.  He believes the remainder of the floor time in the
House this summer will be taken up with appropriations bills.  He said he has “no problem” with appropriations bills taking precedent.  He said this will also
allow him time to work out the difference he has with the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) in the scoring of the bill.

Senate Agriculture Committee chair Senator Stabenow (D-MI) issued a statement saying she was “glad Chairman Thompson is working to move forward
so that we can complete out work on the 2024 farm bill this year”.

The current farm bill extension is in place through the end of September.

This begins the first step on the long and difficult process of the Congress and Senate passing a new 5-year farm bill and sending to the President for his
signature.  Much more to come.

Fran Boyd, Legislative Liasion

 
 
 

American Honey Show

Now is the time to start thinking about the American Honey Show.  I know January is a long way off, but if you don't produce product now, you won't have
anything to enter.  We have a short window to produce comb honey in Wisconsin, so I need to focus on that this month or I'll go another year unable to
compete in that class.  Did you know that the American Honey Show has 7 different categories for extracted honey based on color?  Can you pull honey
from different yards or during different months so you can enter in more than one extracted honey class?  Make sure you set aside 4 pounds of each so
you have enough to enter.

May's Honey Show Tip:  Purchase or borrow a Jack's Scale to help you determine what distinct color your honey is.

Throughout this year, we’ll be including tips for success in honey shows.  We want to encourage more of you to enjoy the friendly competition and feel
the sense of pride when your hive products receive a ribbon.  The cost to compete is very minimal, but the reward is great!  How can I inspire you to
compete?

We’ll be keeping you updated here in the e-Buzz as well as in the Quarterly magazine as exciting enhancements are made to the American Honey
Show.  We anticipate another superb honey show in Reno in 2025 and we hope you'll participate.

Stephanie Slater, Director Representing the State Delegates Assembly

 
 

The National Honey Board Wants to Celebrate You!

More than just a job, the art and craft of beekeeping is a true labor of love, and the National Honey Board (NHB) is honored to bring its story to life
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through its Celebrating Beekeeping initiative. This campaign shares our honey industry story and illustrates the critical importance of honey bees
through compelling videos featuring beekeepers and highlighting the impact the honey industry can have on communities.

Celebrating Beekeeping is resonating with consumers, driving engagement and critical conversations about the world of honey, the bees who make
it and the keepers who care for them. You can see the buzzworthy results from 2023 in this video. You can also watch all the Celebrating
Beekeeping videos here.

Given the success of these videos, we’ve only scratched the surface of stories within our incredible community.

So, what’s next for Celebrating Beekeeping? We’re on a mission to tell the story of honey from all angles, and that’s where you come in. Do you
have an interesting or unique beekeeping story? Do you know a beekeeper making a positive impact on the environment or their community? How
is your work changing your community? Big or small, beekeeping stories are inspiring and impactful, and we want to help you tell yours! Share your
submission with us at honey.com, or scan the QR code to submit your story for consideration.

RECIPE for May

June is National Pollinator Month, and what better way to celebrate than with a

delicious pollinator-inspired recipe?  As delicious as it is beautiful, this Raspberry

Lime Fizz with Honey Lavender Ice Floats is a refreshing way to toast the

pollinators who gave us so much.  Cheers! 

 

R a s p b e r r y  L im e  F iz z  w ith  H o n e y  L a v e n d e r                            

Ic e  F lo a ts    

 
INGREDIENTS:
For Ice Floats (NOTE:  do this at least 24 hours ahead):

1 T - edible lavender

1/4 cup - honey

3 cups - water

For Raspberry Lime Fizz:

1 cup - fresh or frozen raspberries

2 - limes, zested and juiced

1/4 cup - honey

1 1/2 cups - water

4 cups - seltzer or soda water

fresh raspberries and lime wheels for garnish

DIRECTIONS:

In a small saucepan, mix together the lavender, honey and water and bring to a boil.  Turn the heat off and let the lavender steep for about 20
minutes or until the liquid is fully cooled.  Pour this mixture into ice trays and freeze overnight.

In a small saucepan, crush the raspberries with the back of a spoon, and add all the lime juice, zest, honey and water.  Heat to a low simmer and let
it cook for about 10 minutes.  Let the mixture cool for about 10 minutes and strain through a sieve to remove the solids.

Fill 4 glasses evenly with the ice cubes and divide the raspberry lime concentrate between them.  Top each glass with seltzer water and garnish
with a raspberry and lime wheel, serve immediately.

TIP:  You could add a shot of gin, vodka or substitute a sparkly wine or champagne for the seltzer water for a refreshing cocktail.

Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board.  For more honey recipes, visit honey.com.

What's Good for the Goose is Good for the Gander...but is it really?

What makes you attend a convention? Is it who’s speaking? How about if a certain friend is going to be there so you have a date at the bar?
Looking for a getaway at a certain time of year? How about talking to a specific vendor?

Have you ever thought what REALLY goes into planning a convention/conference? Besides showing up and filling out a survey at the end?

https://youtu.be/SONEKbTxY1g
https://honey.com/newsroom/video
https://honey.com/beekeeping-around-the-world
https://www.honey.com/


When planning a convention, John Miller will tell you, a strong schedule will make the people come. If you have a weak program, you’ll have a weak
turn out. But, when planning out the conference, do you cater to one group? If you want a good turnout, you can’t. Let's take the ABF for example:
you pay your dues based on your level of hives, right?  If the conference only catered to the commercial beekeepers, why would a new beekeeper
want to come? Unless they wanted to grow their business, right? If the program is only geared towards the sideliners, why would a commercial guy
show up? They have better things to do, right? Even some that are on the board would rather come for just a couple of days because they are
busy.

That whole saying that what's good for the goose is good for the gander falls on deaf ears in the beekeeping world. I’ve planned a couple
conventions (too many to count) and am currently planning a couple more by the end of the year. I'm a Type A person. I don't sleep a lot. I have
conference nightmares when I do sleep thinking that I'm missing something important. My poor husband is usually along for the ride when I travel to
these events, and he suddenly becomes an unpaid employee. I like spreadsheets, I like being organized. I like being able to delegate and know
what I assigned will be taken care of. I like to think of the flow of the trade show. I stick to meat and potatoes kind of meal because its safe. If I know
a person prefers Diet Coke/Coke, it's there, if a person prefers Pepsi, I’ll have it. I have a family member who has NO problem telling me what I
missed when I was planning an event. The one time it was ranch dressing (I got a dirty look for that), the other time I forgot to order Pepsi instead of
Coke and was told “who planned this?” I know they were joking, but when planning an event, you want to try your best to cater to everyone to make
everyone feel taken care of. For some, going to conventions is their only vacation and they don't leave the hotel for 3-5 days. So, filling out the
surveys helps the committee because they use that as guidance for what they can do better for next time. And you cannot please everyone. But if
your program is well-rounded, and there is something for everyone, that my friend, is where the goose and the gander can sit together and
hopefully have a great experience.

See ya at the conference! Liz Schroeder
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