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SummerSale

   @konaqueenhawaii       @konaqueenhi            @paradisequeenhi

KONA QUEEN HAWAII &
PARADISE QUEEN HAWAII

808-328-9016
 SALES@KONAQUEEN.COM

www.konaqueen.com   |  www.paradisequeenhawaii.com

Paradise VSH Italian &
Carniolan/VSH Italian hybrid

JULY 1 - OCTOBER 30
$23 PER QUEEN$23 PER QUEEN

Kona Italian &
Carniolan/Italian hybrid

Kona Italian &
Carniolan/Italian hybrid

$26 PER QUEEN$26 PER QUEEN

Price valid on orders of 100+ and includes FREE SHIPPING!
$4 OFF all other quantities. GUARANTEED live delivery!
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Hello Members of ABF,

How can you become a part of 
honey bee health success?

I have been a certi¿ed election 
of¿cial with the State of Montana 
serving Stillwater County for 30 
years.  I believe strongly that 
every vote counts. I think that 
you and I can make a difference 
by knowing our representatives 
on local, state, and national 
levels.   They work best for us 
if we work with them informing 
them of our concerns.  

This year American Beekeeping 
Federation member Kevin Rader 
said his state Congressman 
was very interested in helping 
honey bees.  Kevin was able to 
put a meeting 
together with 
Congressman 
Greg Steube 
of Florida. 
The meeting 
included 
longtime 
industry 
advocates 
David Mendes, 
David 
Hackenberg, 
and Brett Adee 
to discuss 
the challenges of the honey 
bees.   Together in Mr. Steube’s 
backyard they soon became on 
¿rst name basis and were down 
to business as to what may be 
a possible help for our industry.  
They then spent some time 
going through Mr. Steube’s bee 

hives. 

Many people have a passion 
for the little insect, the honey 
bee which is responsible for 
one-third of the food we eat.  
November is not far away, and 
you will have the opportunity to 
vote in the general election.  I 
ask you not to spend much time 
reading Àyers, listening to ads, 
or following the news.  Instead, 
I challenge each of us to look at 
your candidate’s voting history 
on issues.  Call their of¿ce and 
speak to a representative for the 
of¿ce of your candidate and ask 
them.   Will you vote for more 
funding for honey bee research? 
Will you help beekeepers to 
keep access to public lands 

for good forage 
for honey bees?   
Can you help us 
get the current 
science out on 
honey bees and 
the information 
discovered 
for them to be 
listed as Native 
bees? How will 
you work with 
appropriations to 
ensure funding 
for honey bee 
projects?

 If you know the candidate 
on a personal level take the 
time to meet with them.   We 
are fortunate to have made a 
connection with a congressman 
who is passionate about honey 

bees.  One person doesn’t get 
the job done in Washington DC 
alone. Let's all reach out and 
make sure we have people in 
DC and at our state level that 
will stand up for us and our 
industry and the health of honey 
bees and all pollinators.   

American Beekeeping 
Federation works hard keeping 
our eyes and ears out for things 
happening that affect each of 
us.  If you have one hive, 40,000 
hives, raise queens, pack honey, 
research or sell bee supplies 
your membership and vote count 
the same.  Join the American 
Beekeeping Federation and 
become part of the answer for 
honey bees today. http://abfnet.
org/join-or-renew-now/ 

I look forward to you joining us 
during this year’s conference.  
ABF Sweet Success in the 
Silver State January 7-11 at the 
Peppermill in Reno, Nevada.  
http://abfnet.org/2025-abf-
conference/  

Patty Sundberg

President

FROM THE PRESIDENT

WELCOME

PATTY SUNDBERG, ABF PRESIDENT

From left: Congressman Greg Steube, Florida; 
David Hackenberg, Pennsylvania; Brett Adee, 
South Dakota; and David Mendes, Florida 
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As a commercial beekeeper, I work with many 
companies in our industry.  Just as my business 
does, each of them has their own mission 
statement.  Our business’ must be aligned and 
like minded to have a healthy relationship.

The American Beekeeping Federation has a 
mission statement as well.  Have you read our 
mission statement lately or ever?

Mission Statement - What is the purpose of a 
mission statement?  It serves as a declaration 
or an organization’s core purpose, it de¿nes the 

organization’s 
reason for 
existing and 
what it aims to 
achieve.  It is 
our guideline 
for any strategic 

decisions we make so we alight our actions to 
our organization’s goals.

Our mission statement and values can be found 
on our website at: https://abfnet.org/mission-
values/.  

Bylaws - Our board is governed by our bylaws.  
Our bylaws include roles and responsibilities 
of of¿cers and members, meeting procedures 
and decision-make processes.  Bylaws are 
required by law, de¿ne the mission, goals and 
operational procedures of our organization.  
They also include the procedures for amending 

the bylaws themselves allowing for adaptability 
over time.  

Over time, bylaws need to be reviewed and 
amended to ensure compliance with current 
laws of we may need to amend our bylaws so 
they align with ABF goals. For the process to 
change our bylaws refer to Article XIII

Resolutions – ABF is also governed by our 
Resolutions.  They are of¿cial records that 
have been voted on by our membership and 
are a legally binding document.  We have both 
Standard and Continuing Resolutions.  You may 
read all our Resolutions at https://abfnet.org/
abf_2022_resolutions_¿le_1.pdf

If you have a proposed resolution to request, 
submit to the Resolutions Committee Co-
Chairs prior to the 2025 ABF Conference and 
Tradeshow.  As 

FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT

Debbie Seib, 

ABF VICE PRESIDENT

THE MISSION 
OF A MISSION 
STATEMENT

More VP, page 7
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for July - September 2024

MEMBER
MILESTONES

25 YEARS 

William Mares

15 YEARS 

Reno Plenge

10 YEARS

James Kurth

Ann Shelton

5 YEARS	

Andrey Lifshiz

Nathan Davis

William Parker Jr

Richard Olson

Maryann Frazier

Christine Shiel

Mark Fiegl

Raymond Knapp Jr

Image by Vijaya narasimha from Pixabay

a reminder, proposals need to be submitted no 
later than 24 hours prior to the business meeting 
which is scheduled for Friday, January 10 at 
4:00 pm PST.

Submit to Resolutions Committee Co-Chairs: 
Debbie Seib (seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.
com) and Amanda Wooten (amanda@
wootensqueensbees.com)

Committees: We have several committees 
that are critical to running our organization.  
The list, chairs and the members are listed on 
our website at: https://abfnet.org/committees/ 
If you are interested in serving on one of 
our committees, contact the chair.  A couple 
highlights are below:

Our Membership Committee has been 
extremely active this year.  Chaired by Robert 
Duffy, they have raised our membership to 
well over 1,000.  This year we were 
contacted by a member to be sure 
his dues hadn’t lapsed.  His name 
was George Eiden and he has been a 
member since 1962.  

The Research Committee is engaged 
in a new research project led by 

Richard Coy and Garett Slater.  The project is 
Assessing the Effects of Wax Contaminants from 
Dead-Out Brood Boxes on Honeybee Colony 
Health.  They are working hard to have an 
update at our Commercial Breakfast at the ABF 
2025 Conference and Tradeshow.

You’ll see lots of information about the ABF 
2025 Conference and Tradeshow in a later 
article.  The committee has created another 
outstanding schedule of speakers and events.  
We hope to see you in Reno.

Feel free to contact me to discuss any of the 
above topics at seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com

Debbie Seib,

Vice-President,

Legislative Chair

American Beekeeping Federation

VP, from page 6
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BEE SUPPLIES

WOOTEN’S QUEENS & BEES, INC.

Proven queens. 

(888) 565-8439

www.wootensqueensbees.com

EQUIPMENT

COOKS & BEALS, INC.

Third Generation Family Owned and 

Operated, providing honey producers with 

high quality honey extraction equipment built 

to last through the generations, and customer 

service you can count on since 1959.

(308) 745-0154

www.cooknbeals.com

info@cooknbeals.com

CREAMPAL

From liquid honey to a creamy, crystal-free 

spread, the Creampal machine makes the 

best stable creamed honey in the world. With 

unmatched quality and possibilities expand 

your market today!

The Advertisers' Index is compiled as a service to our 

readers and advertisers. The publisher is not liable 

for errors or omissions, although every effort is made 

to ensure its accuracy. Be sure to let our advertisers 

know you found them through ABF Quarterly.

ADVERTISERS'

INDEX

Kona Queen Hawaii...........................................................2 

Cook & Beals ....................................................................8

 

SSeerrvviinngg  tthhee  IInndduussttrryy  

ssiinnccee  11995599  

FFaammiillyy  oowwnneedd  aanndd  

ooppeerraatteedd  
 

1-308-745-0154 
www.cooknbeals.com 

221 S. 7th St / PO Box 220 

Loup City, NE 68853 

Proverbs 16:24 

 

(450) 373-7535

https://creampal.com/en/

info@creampal.com

QUEENS

WOOTEN'S QUEENS & BEES, INC. 

Wooten's Queens & Bees, Inc. offers Park Italian 

Queens April - September, Nucs in March/April 

& Pollination Services.

(888) 565-8439

order@wootensqueensbees.com

Robert & Amanda Wooten

Wooten’s Queens & Bees, Inc.

P.O Box 464

Palo Cedro, CA 96073

P: (888) 565-8439

F: (530) 549-3624

www.wootensqueensbees.com
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HONEY QUEEN FUND

•	 Cathy Beckwith
•	 Raymond Sola Jr
•	 Shelley Rice
•	 Eric Malcolm - Backyard Apiaries
•	 Diane Wellons
•	 Tammy Potter

FRIEND OF THE BEES

•	 Cathy Beckwith

•	 Eric Malcolm - Backyard Apiaries

•	 Diane Wellons

ABF DONATIONS
The following have contributed to ABF during the months of June - August 2024.  These donations enable ABF 

to fund programs and services that bene¿t members and the American beekeeping industry.

RESEARCH FUND

•	 Cathy Beckwith

•	 Bruce Goeckner

•	 Lew and Margaret Dennis

•	 Victoria Kleber

•	 Eric Malcolm - Backyard Apiaries

•	 Diane Wellons

LEGISLATIVE FUND

•	 Bradley Plantz

•	 Cathy Beckwith

•	 Lew and Margaret Dennis

•	 Raymond Sola Jr

•	 Eric Malcolm - Backyard 

Apiaries

•	 Diane Wellons

•	 Virginia Webb

GENERAL FUND

•	 Lynne Polodna

•	 Shane & Tami Kuehl

•	 Kimbery Guillemette

•	 Lew and Margaret Dennis

•	 Simpson & Vail, Inc.

•	 Leo Mallett
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Washington, D.C. Update

	 The Congress left town the end of 
September to campaign for the election in 
November.  After a lot of deliberation and 
frustration the only thing the House and Senate 
could agree on was to keep the government 
operating through December 20th. The House 
leadership wanted to pass a Continuing 
Resolution (CR) through March of next year 
with a legislative rider requiring proof of 
citizenship to vote. The Senate leadership let 
them know that was a non-starter in the Senate 
and if they did not come to an agreement on 
a “clean” CR they would pass one and leave 
town and the House could take it or shut the 
government down 6 weeks before the election. 
Ultimately both bodies agreed to a clean 
CR through December 20th and additional 
funding for the Secret Service.    Congress is 
scheduled to return to Washington following 
the election.

	 There will be several items waiting 
for them when they return to town, primarily 
what to do about funding the government and 
what to do about a farm bill that expired at 
the end of September.   Hanging over these 
issues and others will be the results of the 
November elections.   Who will assume the 

White House and the agencies in January 
and what is the make up of the 1st Session of 
the 119thCongress.    The answers to these 
questions could have a profound effect on what 
actions will be taken during the “lame-duck” 
session.

 

	 As I write this,  the national polling 
data has the race for the White House neck 
to neck and within the margin of error.   The 
race for control of the House, currently under 
Republican leadership, is also very close with 
the possibility it could Àip to Democratic control 
but with similar close margins that currently 
exist. In the Senate, the electoral map favors 
a change in leadership from Democrat to 
Republican given the current outlook for the 
Senate races in West Virginia and Montana.  
There is a possibility that we may have a 
Republican Chairman of the Senate Agriculture 
Committee and a Democratic Chair of the 
House Agriculture Committee next January.  
However, as they say you never know the 
outcome until they ¿nish counting the votes.
 

	 What will the Lame-duck bring?  Will 
we do an Omni-bus funding bill for the rest of 
the ¿scal year,  a long-term CR, several mini 

GOVERNMENT
RELATIONS

by: Fran Boyd
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omnibus appropriations packages , a multi-titled 
5-year farm bill, a one-year extension of the 
farm bill or a slim downed version of the farm 
bill?   No one at this time has the answers to 
these questions but we as an industry need to 
be prepared for all of them. 

 

	 Also, after Congress left town, the 
Southeast suffered a devastating hurricane and 
horri¿c Àooding in the Carolinas and Southwest 
Virginia and Eastern Tennessee.  There is a 
possibility Congress may be called back into 
session prior to the election to provide much 
needed emergency disaster relief for the 
thousands effected by Hurricane Helene and the 
historic Àooding it caused throughout the region.  
Agricultural producers throughout the affected 
are, including beekeepers,  are now trying to 
dig out of the devastation brought by Helene.   
We will do all we can to assist them in making 
sure the federal disaster assistance they need 
reaches them as soon as possible.ar

 

Speaking of the Farm Bill…

 

	 Hundred of agriculture organizations 
including ABF have joined together in a letter to 
the House and Senate leadership urging them 
to do all they can to complete a 5-year multi-
titled farm bill.    To date the House Agriculture 
Committee earlier this year reported a new farm 
bill from committee primarily along party lines.   
Since then, there has been no further movement 
of farm bill legislation in the House.  The 
previous one-year extension of the current farm 
bill expired at the end of September.   Several 
programs will need to be extended in December 
if a new farm bill is not agreed to before then.

	 In the Senate earlier this year, Senate 
Agriculture Committee chairman Stabenow  (D-
MI), who is retiring at the end of this Congress, 
released an extensive concept/section-by-
section of what she would like to see in a new 
farm bill and Senator Boozman (R-AK), Ranking 
Member of the Senate Agriculture Committee, 
released a complete farm bill “framework”, 
however no legislative text has been released to 
date.

 

	 Recently the Chiefs of staff for the 
Chairmen and Ranking members of the House 
and Senate Agriculture Committees have met 
and a one-year extension of the current farm 
bill was not included in the stop-gap funding 
package passed by Congress before they left 
to campaign for re-election.    These recent 
actions have raised the possibility, albeit small,  
a farm bill may be considered during the lame-
duck session.   There is also discussion that 
any disaster package considered by Congress 
could contain another extension with a possible 
emergency assistance package attached.  The 
emergency assistance package could provide 
support to farmers in the form of disaster relief.   
However, at this time this is only one idea being 
discussed of what could happen in the “lame-
duck”.

 

	 There are still huge policy disagreements 
between farm bill negotiators and CBO budget 
scoring which have stalled the process for 
more than a year and do not seem to be getting 
resolved.   We will just have to be ready for what 
comes and what the elections brings. 

 

	 Everyone, remember to vote! 

Image by PollyDot from Pixabay
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By Debbie Seib

	 Our schedule for the 82nd ABF 
Conference and Tradeshow is now complete.  
Along with three great Keynote Speakers: Dr. 
Marla Spivak from University of Minnesota, Dr. 
Geoff Williams from Auburn University, and Dr. 
Scott McArt from Cornell University, we have four 
full days of education sessions and workshops for 
all levels of beekeeping.  See our entire schedule 
on our website at: https://abfnet.org/2025-abf-
conference/

We have some new events 
happening this year and you 
won’t want to miss them.  The 
Apiary Inspectors of America 
will meet Monday, January 6th 
– Wednesday, January 8th.  
These are closed sessions; 
however, on Tuesday evening 
in the Tuscany Foyer, they 

will be sharing posters from different states.  
Remember, state inspectors are our ¿rst line 
of defense for pests, diseases, and colony 
related issues.  So stop by and meet your apiary 
inspector. 

	 Thursday morning will 
kick off with a special event 
by Project Apis m.  Diana Cox 
Foster will be talking about 
her PAm funded forage and bee interactions, Jeff 
Pettis will be talking about several PAm funded 
projects and how they connect to our ¿ght against 
Varroa. We’ll hear from projects researchers 
they’ve sponsored and how Project Apis m 
actually helps our industry.  They will also have a 
luncheon with a Game Show as a ticketed event.

You’ll de¿nitely want to 
attend the Thursday offsite 
evening event at the National 
Automobile Museum (ticketed 
event).  The National 
Automobile Museum (The 
Harrah Collection) has a 

“Wow!” factor you don’t often ¿nd in a museum. 
You’ll see more than 200 eye-popping cars with 
authentic street scenes and sounds. The facades 

bring displays to life; a hardware store here, a 
movie theatre there which accompany artifacts 
from each era.  To make it even more memorable, 
image seeing your name on the front of a 
beautiful or unique car.  For a small fee, you can 
be one of seven cardboard license plates within 
the museum to be on a speci¿c car. You will get to 
choose that car. It will be ¿rst come, ¿rst served. 
As a BONUS, you will be able to take the license 
plate with you!

	 Join us on Friday morning for the Honey 
Awareness Breakfast (ticketed event).  This 
breakfast is to connect those interested in 
learning, supporting, and sharing best practices 
for marketing honey and the beekeeping industry 
through local businesses and organizations. 
Included within this breakfast is the American 
Honey Queen & Princess’ Year in Review and a 
marketing presentation from all applicants for the 
2025 National Spokesperson role.

	 Friday Luncheon is the Foundation for the 
Preservation of Honey Bees.  The mission of the 
Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees 
is to preserve and protect honey bees to ensure 
a quality food supply and environment. Come 
to the luncheon and you’ll hear from Foundation 
Scholarship winners and our 4-H Essay winners.

	 Saturday starts off with the Commercial 
Breakfast.  The breakfast will bene¿t our research 
program.  You’ll hear Bret Adee talk about the 
Pollinator Stewardship Council and   We have 
reserved a block of rooms at the Peppermill 
Resort Spa for a discounted rate of $129 a night 
(plus applicable tax, fees, and a $10 resort fee).  
The hotel is located on 2707 South Virginia St., 
Reno, NV 89502.  Parking is free and there is 
a complimentary shuttle to and from the Reno-
Tahoe International Airport.

American Association of 
Professional Apiculturists 
(AAPA) will be joining us again 
this year for their American 
Bee Research Conference 
(ABRC) on Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday January 9th 
through January 11th 2024.

	 Kids and Bees program will be back on 
site and as usual we’ll be hosting our annual 
Honey Show.  Our Honey Show will again feature 
18 different categories.  See the Rules and 
Regulations at our website at https://abfnet.org/
american-honey-show/

	 You can see our entire schedule online at 
https://abfnet.org/abf-2025-schedule/

More CONFERENCE, page 15
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Image by PollyDot from Pixabay

Honey Fraud and Promise 
By Dewey M. Caron

	 I hope you take the opportunity to read 
the blog and occasional information sent out to 
the membership. A Food & Drug Administration 
(FDA) release: “FY22/23 Sample Collection and 
Analysis of Imported Honey for Economically 
Motivated Adulteration” was sent to members. It 
“stirred many questions” according to the August  
E-Buzz post of President Patty Sundberg, mainly 
related to the methodology used. 

	 To recap: The FDA, as part of a continuing 
effort to combat fraud in honey imports, samples 
honey at import locations before release into 
domestic commerce. Honey has been identi¿ed 
as one of the 5 most likely food products to 
be fraudulently adulterated.  The government-
speak term for fraud is economically motivated 
adulteration, de¿ned as “the substitution or 
addition of a substance in a product for the 
purpose of increasing the apparent value of the 
product or reducing the cost of its production, i.e., 
for economic gain.” 

	 In 2021-22  of 144 import samples, 14 
(10%) were found to be adulterated. 

	 In 2022-23 of 107 samples (representing  

25 foreign countries) 3 import samples (3%) were 
found to be “violative”. FDA labelled this: “a slight 
decrease from the 2021-2022” sample results.

	 In the ABJ blog, Patty asked “Why was 
the use of Stable Carbon Isotope Ration Analysis 
(SCIRA) used as the only test?” She said others 
were asking the same question. In the E-Buzz 
she referenced a 2024 National Honey Board 
report summarizing methods of testing to detect 
fraudulent honey.  The description of the SCIRA 
test: “13C Stable Carbon Isotope Ratio Method 
(SCIRA) or EA/IRMS…..Originally developed 
in the 1970’s ….. can detect only corn or sugar 
cane derived syrups (C4 sugars), it cannot detect 
syrups made from beets, rice, wheat or other 
plants (C3 sugars). https://honey.com/images/
¿les/NHB-Honey-Testing-FAQs.pdf 
	 The additional comment  is the SCIRA 
method is “more or less obsolete, as most 
adulteration with syrups no longer involves corn 
or cane sugar derived syrup” .

	 The additional fraudulent honey tests listed 
in the National Honey Board FAQ are:

1.	 SCIRA paired with a Liquid Chromatography 
or EA/LC-IRMS,

More HONEY, page 14
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2.	 Nuclear Magnetic Resonance Pro¿ling or 
NMR and 

3.	 Liquid Chromatography-High Resolution 
Mass Spectrometry analysis (HRMS). This is 
described as “highly sensitive, detecting very 
low concentrations of telltale syrup markers 
where they may be present in otherwise pure 
honey” 

	 The prelude describing  the detection 
includes the statement  “To date, there is no 
single universal analytical 
method available which is 
capable of detecting all types 
of adulteration with adequate 
sensitivity. A variety of methods 
are used to detect honey 
adulteration, each test has 
strengths and weaknesses; 
when used in combination 
these tests offer the most 
reliable predictor of honey’s 
purity from sugar syrup 
adulteration.”

	 While FDA seems to 
want to “go low” others see 
honey as an  opportunity to go 
large. Honey takes center stage 
in 20 August, New Scientist magazine  Sticky 
Secrets. The article describes bees as “passive 
bioaccumulators…… As they go about their 
business, their fuzzy bodies inadvertently collect 
samples of what they come into contact with and 
these end up in their honey….with advanced 
DNA, researchers are using honey to gather data 
on bee health, the general state of biodiversity 
in their foraging patch and diseases in the wider 
environment.” 

	 When we extract honey, pollen grains 
inadvertently become part of the product. 
Pollen analysis (Melissopalynology) “….can 
be a useful way to check the provenance of 
honey, which can signi¿cantly affect its market 
value. Melissopalynology can sometimes spot 
such practices …. (as) unscrupulous producers 
attempting to …bulk out their honey with ¿llers 
such as rice molasses or corn syrup.”  The article 
points out, however, this testing method is “very 
tedious to implement and requires a considerable 
amount of training.” 

	 That is where DNA assessment comes 
in. DNA, when baseline data is available, can ID 
the plant origin of pollen grains. Honey derived 
from plant-sucking insects can be separated from 
nectar based honey. Honey analyzed via DNA 
authentication can even determine what bee 
species produced the honey. Asian honey in the 
market might come from a different honey bee 
species. 

	 DNA authentication can detect the bee 
microbiome – what is in the bee gut.  Microbes on 
the  body surface are different from the internal 
biome and DNA can distinguish between the 
two. DNA analysis can detect if there are genes 
resistant to disease pathogens (we know there 
are bee populations resistant to the antibiotic 
Terramycin). Invasive plant DNA can be detected 
and can  detect viruses unique to plants. The 
article indicates honey can be an early warning 
system for presence of plant, as well as honey 
bee, diseases.

	 The latest application is 
eDNA (environmental DNA) 
also called metagenomics. This 
analysis records all the DNA in 
a sample and compares it to a 
database. That data base could 
include DNA segments that are 
unique to things such  as rice 
syrup, corn syrup, gut bacteria, 
the AFB disease pathogen, 
nectar sources etc). In one 
metagenomic analysis, DNA 
from the beekeeper was even 
detected.  Included is a review 
publication of this technology 

	 DNA testing  is a means of 
monitoring  the health of bee 

colonies by detection of pathogens and parasites. 
PCR (=Polymerase chain reaction) is a practiced 
technique that ampli¿es speci¿c DNA segments. 
It can readily detect the AFB pathogen in colonies 
and is a technique used in at least one state 
(Massachusetts) for enforcement of AFB free 
status in colonies. In Canada, an active research 
project at the Western College of Veterinarian 
Medicine, with Project Apis m funding,  is using 
AFB spore monitoring in honey as a possible 
means of reducing the prophylactic use of 
antibiotics by commercial beekeepers.

	 DNA is very speci¿c. You need know what 
you are looking for. If looking for rice syrup we 
would need to know some part of the unique rice 
DNA footprint. But once in the data base it is then 
straightforward and reliable. 

	 It is time FDA adopts something more 
reliable for analysis of fraudulent honey imports.

Bovo, Samuele et.al. 2018. Shotgun metagenomics of 
honey DNA: Evaluation of a methodological approach to 
describe a multi-kingdom honey bee derived environmental 
DNA signature. PLos One 13(10): e205575. . doi: 10.1371/
journal.pone.0205575

Project Apis m. 2024. Monitoring for American Foulbrood 
Spores and Reducing Antibiotic Use https://www.
projectapism.org/pam-blog/monitoring-for-american-
foulbrood-spores-and-reducing-antibiotic-usenbsp

HONEY, from page 13
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QUEEN Committee Report
by: Anna Kettlewell, American Honey Queen Program Committee Chairperson

	 The third quarter of honey promotions 
have been busy!  The American Honey Queen 
Program is grateful for the renewed enthusiasm 
and the many requests for Honey Queen and 
Princess promotions and presentations in your 
states.  Like every year, we strive to send the 
representatives to as many events as we can, 
but we can’t always ful¿ll every request.  The 
Queen and Princess are always in demand, 
and we continue to take promotion requests 
for the fall and even into 2025.  Contact me at 
honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or 414.545.5514 
to discuss your promotion ideas for the ¿nal 
quarter of the year and into 2025.

	 The beginning of August is when 
the of¿cial application period begins for the 
upcoming year American Honey Queen and 
Princess positions.  Application packets have 
been sent to our 2024 state honey queens 
and candidates who have applied and moved 
through our initial screening process in the 
alternate candidate process (open to women 
in states without active state honey queen 
programs).  We continue to take applications 
from women in states without a honey queen 
program, so please continue to encourage 
dynamic professional young women in your 
state to contact us.  See the QR code below for 
more details.

	 The American Honey Queen Committee 
continues to prepare for the 2025 American 
Beekeeping Federation convention in Reno.  
The Committee is tasked with managing the 
American Honey Queen interview selection 
process, auctions, the banquet, and, this year, 
the Kids and Bees Program.  We have a lot on 
our plate with our strong group of volunteers.  

We continue to rely on the American 
Beekeeping Federation for support through 
volunteers, auction donations, bidders at those 
auctions, entrants in the American Honey Show, 
encouraging your state honey queens and 
prospective applications to interview for the 
national positions, and, now, the Kids and Bees 
Program.  To continue to provide high quality 
honey promotion and honeybee education to 
the public, it takes a lot of volunteers with a lot 
of talents.  If you are interested in serving as 
a volunteer, contact me!  We can discuss the 
many different areas where we need help.

	 Start thinking about preparing your 
unique auction items for our auctions at the 
ABF Conference.  Our members love having 
a variety of items to bid on and battle for (in a 
fun and spirited way) at our convention.  These 
events build a lot of camaraderie, and this is a 
great way to help, even if you cannot make it to 
Reno.  Contact me if you would like to arrange 
to ship auction items for the convention if you 
can’t make it in person.  

	 Kaelyn and Lainey continue to promote 
our industry through social media channels.  If 
you have Facebook or Instagram accounts, 
please like and follow the American Honey 
Queen on these platforms.  As they continue 
into several months of continued travel away 
from home, they appreciate the likes and 
positive feedback as they work on our behalf.  
Take a few seconds today and click that 
thumbs up icon and share with your friends and 
colleagues.  They appreciate your continued 
support.

	 Happy 2024 promoting!

Early bird registration rates end on October 31, 
2024.  Pre-registration will close on December 26, 
2024 but we do allow walk-ins. 

	 Full conference registration will include 
a Tuesday night “Dinner and a Show” and 
Wednesday night “Dinner and Ice-cream Social”. 
Go to our website for the schedule, more 
information, and a link to the registration page.  
https://abfnet.org/2025-abf-conference/

	 With over 35,000 square feet of vendor 
space, we have lots of room in our Expo Hall and 
have already con¿rmed 55 vendors.  If you are 
looking to Exhibit or Sponsor, send an email to 
Regina Robuck at partnershiprelations@abfnet.
org 

	 If you have any questions, send an email 
to Debbie Seib at abfnet.org@gmail.com. 

CONFERENCE, from page 12
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	 Good day, members of 
ABF!

	 In the last three months, 
I have promoted our industry 
in four wonderful states: 
Wisconsin, New 
Jersey, Iowa, 
and Illinois!

	 On June 
23, I attended 
the Shawano 
County Brunch 
on the Farm 
in Shawano, 
Wisconsin. 
This event was 
attended by 
3,000 people 
of all ages 
from the local 
community to 
celebrate June 
Dairy Month 
and Wisconsin agriculture.  I 
shared with the attendees how 
honeybees help produce many 
of the foods served through 
pollination, from the ice cream 
to the strawberries and the 
orange juice.  Thanks to the 
Brown County Beekeepers 
Association for the use of their 
observation hive and bees 
that allowed many people to 
be amazed at seeing what 
the inside of the honeybee 
hive looks like and to see how 
diligently the honeybees work 
to regulate all aspects of their 
hive. During this event, I also 
had a 30 second interview with 
WTCH radio, gaining more free 
publicity for our sweet industry! 

	 On July 25, I spoke 

with 60 students, between 4K 
and 6th grade, at Milwaukee 
Parkside School for the Arts.  
These students learned about 
ways that they could help 
honeybees even from their 
homes in the City of Milwaukee. 	

	 Many of the students 
had heard of the waggle dance 
and wanted to learn how to 
do the dance and what the 
honeybees tell each other 
with this dance. Thank you to 
the staff of Parkside Summer 
Camp for inviting me for this 
presentation. 

	 From July 26-31, I was 
at the Warren County Farmers' 
Fair in New Jersey.  During 
this fair, I had the pleasure 
of helping past New Jersey 
State Apiarist, Tim Schuler, 
judge the honey show. The 
honey show entries were on 
display during the duration of 
the fair. When fair attendees 
had questions regarding some 
of the entries, especially the 

wax entries, I showed them the 
entries and explained some 
of the differences between 
colors and aromas of wax. I 
helped the Northwest New 
Jersey Beekeepers Association 
(NWNJBA) sell spring 
wildÀower honey, fall wildÀower 
honey, Àavored honey sticks, 
and cut comb honey to 
fairgoers. Working with the 
NWNJBA, I was introduced 
to an idea that could be used 
at other fairs.  They had an 
observation hive each day, and 
there was a pad of paper next 
to it.  Fairgoers could donate 
a small amount of money 
to “name a bee”, and all the 
money raised helps to provide 
grants to new beekeepers to 
help offset the initial costs of 
beekeeping.  Thank you to Idria 
and Rick Knecht for hosting 
me and to Fran and Stan 
Wasitowski for planning my trip 
out to New Jersey. 

	 This year was the ¿rst 
year that the American Honey 
Queen Program participated 
in the Mississippi Valley Fair 
in Davenport, Iowa, from 
August 1-3. The Quad Cities 
Beekeeping Club had a very 
unique way to show fairgoers 
some of the many variations in 
honey from across the United 
States and the world.  If any 
member of the club traveled, 
they brought home honey from 
their travels for fairgoers to 
sample.  The club had about 80 

AMERICAN HONEY

by Kaelyn Sumner
Queen Report

Queen Kaelyn met with reporters at the Illinois State Fair, including the Illinois 
Farm Bureau's Farm Week.

More, QUEEN, page 18
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AMERICAN HONEY

by Lainey Bell

Princess Report

	 Hi, ABF! This summer 
has been full of exciting 
adventures for me and Queen 
Kaelyn.  

	 I ¿nished up the school 
year with two school visits in 
Maine on May 29 and June 
2.  Between these two days, 
I spoke to 300 students in 
11 presentations.  The ¿rst 

through several classes of third 
graders who learned all about 
beekeeping and the important 
roles of beekeepers in our 
country.  I even showed the 
students my BJ Sherriff bee suit 
and explained how suits like 
this provide excellent protection 
for beekeepers.

	 On June 1, I attended an 
open house at Swans Honey, 
located in Albion, Maine.  This 
promotion was very special 
to me, because this honey 
farm is where I ¿rst was 
introduced to the beekeeping 
and honey industry when I 
started working there at the 
age of 15.  At the open house, 
I spoke to attendees about the 
business and how commercial 
beekeepers keep our crops 

blooming, as well as my 
promotion role as the American 
Honey Princess.  I also 
distributed samples of honey, 
and gave tours of the different 
areas of the farm, including the 
bottling and extracting rooms.  
Thanks to Karen and Lincoln 
Sennet, as well as Abby and 
Jake Lennon, for letting me 
promote our industry at this 
event!

	 Later that month from 
June 11-17, I traveled down 
to Farmington, Connecticut, 
for the Lyman Orchard’s 
Strawberry Festival.  The 
festival was an all day event, 
which had an estimated 1,000 
attendees! While there, I spent 
my time showing people the 
observation hive, as well as 
answering many questions 
about the honeybees, 
including how they are crucial 
to strawberry pollination.  In 
addition to the festival, I also 
gave a few other presentations 
at the Farmington Land Trust, 
Farmington Public Library, and 
a retirement home, sharing 
with people from different 
backgrounds how they can 
support the beekeeping 
industry.  Special thanks to 
Ted and Becky Jones for 
hosting me during this time and 
coordinating my presentations!

	 From July 17-22, I 
traveled to Corunna, Michigan 
(between Flint and Lansing), 
for the Michigan Honey 
Festival.  I promoted the event 
in advance through local 
library presentations, teaching 
attendees about honeybees’ 
job in the hive and how honey 
varies in taste, textures and 
types.  At the festival, I gave 

two presentations.  One was 
a recipe demonstration of 
the whipped cream cheese 
spread from our 2024 Honey 
Recipe brochures, and the 
other was a talk about the role 
and importance of commercial 
beekeepers in the United 
States.  When not presenting, 
I was talking to people about 
the national beekeeping 
industry, including promoting 
the ABF and the American 
Honey Queen Program.  The 
two-day event attracted over 
1,000 attendees!  I thank Mindy 
and Clint Brisbane, as well as 
the Michigan Honey Festival 
Committee, for coordinating my 
stay and the promotion!

 	 On July 31, I traveled all 
the way to Washington state for 
the Clark County Fair outside 
Vancouver, Washington!  
During my visit through August 
7, I worked with the Clark 

Princess Lainey shows a group of attendees the 
queen bee at the Lyman Orchard Strawberry 
Festival in Farmington, Connecticut.

More, PRINCESS, page 19

Princess Lainey speaks about tools of the 
beekeeper using her customized BJ Sherriff bee suit 
during a school presentation in Maine.
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varieties for fairgoers to try!  I also presented with 
Dr. Berger, a beekeeper and veterinarian, about 
the honeybee and its impact on many of the 
choices that we make each day.  Dr. Berger gave 
a general overview of all the honeybees in the 
beehive, and I shared about different variations 
of honey and other products of the beehive.  We 
both reviewed some of the products that the 
honeybees help pollinate in the area.  In addition, 
when there were large crowds of fairgoers at 
the club’s booth, I showed fairgoers how honey 
is extracted from the frames. The extraction 
demonstrations helped the fairgoers connect the 
honeybees to the jar of honey that they see at a 
farmer's market or the grocery story.  Thank you 
to Doug Dahlin for arranging for 
my visit to Iowa and thank you to 
Joe and Brenda Gates for hosting 
me during the fair. 

	 I returned to New Jersey 
for the New Jersey State Fair 
August 4-10.  I gave three 
demonstrations of recipes from 
our American Honey Queen/
Princess recipe brochure; 
three demonstrations on the 
different uses of beeswax; and 
¿ve demonstrations on what 
happens in a hive and the 
different products of the hive. I 
demonstrated a coconut honey 
latte and a whipped honey 
cream cheese on three different 
days.  I was also provided with 
19 samples of honey from around the United 
States for fairgoers to sample.  On three days of 
the fair, I worked with the Sussex County Honey 
Queen and Princess to demonstrate the making 
of calendula salve and how to make beeswax 
wraps. I also worked with the Sussex County 
Honey Queen and Princess during the Children's 
Day at the Fair.  We helped children roll candles 
from beeswax sheets, teaching the children and 
their parents about the other products of the hive 
like beeswax!  These unique demonstrations 
really brought in a crowd and are an easy activity 
to incorporate into your fair or festival exhibit.  I 
really enjoyed working with the screened-in hive 
that allowed people to comfortably see a working 
hive and explain to them what was happening 
with the bees.  This could be a great addition 
to your next promotion!  Thank you to 2019 
American Honey Princess Nicole Medina for 
hosting me and inviting me to the New Jersey 
State Fair. 

	 From August 11-16, I promoted the 

beekeeping industry at the Illinois State Fair 
in Spring¿eld, Illinois.  In the Lincolnland 
Beekeepers exhibit, I answered questions about 
the honeybees in the observation hive. Some of 
the many questions that fairgoers asked allowed 
me to show off some of the many entries in the 
Illinois State Fair honey show.  This honey show 
had a wide variety of entries, and they were 
assembled into a very large display.  This showed 
the public the varieties of honey.  I also presented 
to fairgoers on the Home and Hobby stage 
about how to make a Coconut Honey Latte and 
Spinach Salad with a Honey Mustard Dressing.  
Getting a quick break from the fair activities, I also 
presented to the Lincolnland Beekeepers Club 
about my work as American Honey Queen.  I 

was interviewed by Farm Week, 
a publication of the Illinois Farm 
Bureau, that reaches about 
168,500 people.  I give my thanks 
to Larry Roth and Dale Brooks for 
coordinating my trip to Illinois and 
to Tressa and Jeff Hoffman for 
hosting me. 

	 I had several media 
interviews over the last few 
months.  On June 6, I spoke a 
reporter from National FFA, and 
she published an article in the 
National FFA magazine, which 
reaches more than a million 
FFA members across the United 
States, about the American Honey 
Queen Program and facts about 
honeybees. On August 9, I had a 

phone interview with The Press Times, a Green 
Bay, Wisconsin, newspaper that reaches about 
5,000 households about National Honeybee Day 
on August 17.  On August 13, I had a 3:45 minute 
live interview with Good Day Wisconsin on Fox 
11 out of Green Bay, Wisconsin, all about the 
beekeeping industry.  The Fox 11 crew met me at 
the Illinois State Fair, and this interview reached 
about 105,000 households. 

	 I am looking forward to meeting many 
of you as I travel to your state!  In the next few 
months, I will travel to Kentucky, Nebraska, 
Ohio, Massachusetts, California, Maryland, and 
Montana.  Follow Princess Lainey and me on our 
social media: American Honey Queen Program 
on Facebook and Instagram, American Honey 
Queen on YouTube, and BuzzingAcrossAmerica.
com.  To schedule an appearance from me, 
please contact Anna Kettlewell at 414.545.5514 
or honeyqueen99@hotmail.com. 

QUEEN, from page 16

Queen Kaelyn taught fairgoers to make beeswax 
wraps at the New Jersey State Fair in August.
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County Beekeepers Association at their exhibit on 
the fairgrounds.  They had a beautiful observation 
hive, as well as many 
graphics, and other engaging 
promotional information 
in their Bee Barn, where I 
spoke to attendees about 
honeybees and beekeeping.  I 
had an interview with a large 
news station, KOIN 6, out of 
Portland, Oregon , promoting 
the fair exhibit and the 
industry!  I also was a judge in 
the Clark County Beekeepers 
Association’s honey show, 
which had many incredible 
entries.  I want to extend a 
huge thank you to Mary Ann 
and John Morrison for hosting me for this trip and 
coordinating my events!

	 After Washington, I Àew to Indianapolis for 
the Indiana State Fair from August 8-11!  I worked 
with the Beekeepers of Indiana, promoting at 
two different exhibits at the fair.  At one of them, 
I spent my time pointing out different things in 
the observation hive to fairgoers, as well as 

answering different questions about bees and 
products of the hive.  The other area was in a 
pioneer period village, where I tried my hand 

at hand dipping and hand 
pouring beeswax candles, 
as well as decorating them 
for customers to purchase!  I 
was fortunate to collaborate 
with Indiana State Honey 
Queen Ella Wheeler on these 
demonstrations.  While I 
was there, there were over 
200,000 people in attendance!  
Many thanks to Kristy Dooley 
for facilitating my visit!

	 I am so excited to be going 
on more amazing promotions 
this fall, including in Texas and 
Maine!  I hope to see many of 

you there!

	 Please follow us on Instagram @
americanhoneyqueenprogram and on Facebook 
under the name American Honey Queen 
Program.  If you would like to schedule me or 
Queen Kaelyn to come to your event, please 
contact Anna Kettlewell at honeyqueen99@
hotmail.com. Thank you!

PRINCESS, from page 17

At the Indiana State Fair, Princess Lainey shows fairgoers 
capped brood inside the observation hive.
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GEORGIA BEEKEEPERS WORK TO 

STOP YELLOW-LEGGED HORNET 

By Virginia Webb

	 Since the discovery of 
the Yellow-Legged Hornet (YLH) 
last year, the Georgia Dept. of 
Agriculture has made it a priority to 
¿nd and destroy as many nests as 
possible - with the ultimate goal of 
eradicating the YLH.

	 The YLH was ¿rst captured 
by a hobbyist beekeeper and 
member of the Coastal Empire 
Beekeeper Assoc. (CEBA), the 
local bee club in the Savannah 
area, on July 26, 2023, and then con¿rmed by 
the Georgia Dept. of Agriculture (GDOA) on 
August 17, 2023.

	 In 2023, the GDOA captured and 
destroyed ¿ve nests.  In South Carolina, the 
¿rst embryo nest was found in November 
2023, and the ¿rst nest was found in August 
2024 (per www.clemson.edu/public/regulatory/
plant-industry/invasive/ylh).  The SCDOA has a 
beekeeping inspection program, and they too 
are active in the search and eradication of the 
YLH.

	 At the Georgia Beekeepers Association 
(GBA) meeting this past weekend, the GDOA 
had a booth in our vendor area with examples 
of YLH embryos and several full-size nest and 
other examples of this hornet.  Three members 
of the GDOA inspection team were on hand to 
answer questions and give a short presentation 
on the work of the GDOA's efforts to destroy all 
nests found.  

	 Christopher Adams is the lead apiary 
inspector for the YLH and the GDOA.  They 
currently have several full-time individuals 
working on the YLH in the Savannah area and 
over 10 part time individuals checking traps.

	 Twenty-eight YLH nests were found in 
Georgia this year and the GDOA is getting much 
better at ¿nding them.  They currently have 
nearly 1,200 traps out in the Chatham County 
(Savannah) area.  The GDOA works closely with 
CEBA - their president Greg Stewart - which has 
over 100 beekeepers as members.

	 According to Mr. Adams, only a small 

percentage of the traps actually catch a YLH for 
an area that covers about a 20-
mile radius and includes South 
Carolina.  This 20-mile radius 
around Savannah appears to be 
the habitat of the YLH.

	 Removing the nest is a 
monumental task, as these nests 
can be 80 to 100 feet in the air.  
Special bucket trucks must be 
used to reach the nest, and the 
person in these bucket trucks must 
wear an extra heavy duty bee suit 
and carry a large sprayer on their 

back to spray and kill the hornets before cutting 
down the nest.  All this work is done at night 
to ensure all adult YLH are in the nest before 
spraying.  A full size nest can contain 5,000 to 
6,000 individuals. These nests can be about the 
size of a double brood chamber hive and weigh 
more than 30 pounds.

	 In areas where bucket trucks cannot be 
brought in, as there’s lots of forest and swamp 
land in the Savannah area, a tree climber must 
climb up to the top of the tree where the nest is 
located, again in a heavy-duty bee suit, spray 
and cut the nest out of the tree.

	 CEBA members are almost all hobbyists, 
and members are encouraged to visit their hives 
twice a day and observe for 5-10 minutes.  If a 
hornet is seen at their hives, they make a report 
to the GDOA.  When a hornet is spotted at a 
hive, they show what is called "hawking" a hive.  

	 Hovering in front of a hive until a bee 
comes out and then grabs it.  Bees do not 
want to come out of the hive when a hornet is 
"hawking" a hive.  Once the YLH nest is found 
and destroyed in the area, the bees will resume 
their normal Àights.
	 The GDOA has started a newsletter to 
keep the public informed about the YLH.  It 
can be found at https://agr.georgia.gov/yellow-
legged-hornet

	 One problem in setting our traps was 
with Hunter Army Air Field and getting access to 
this military base.  Although it took some time to 
¿nd the right person to get permission to enter 

The developmental stages of the Yellow-
Legged Hornet.

More HORNET, page 23
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SHOWCASE YOUR HONEY & 

BEESWAX AT THE AMERICAN 

HONEY SHOW
By Mary Kettlewell	

	 The honey is Àowing and the aroma of 
the wax is magni¿cent.  The scents in the honey 
house during extracting time make all the work 
of spring and summer worthwhile.  Maybe this 
is your most beautiful honey crop ever!  After 
all, there are very few products as natural and 
unre¿ned as honey and beeswax.  Take a 
step back and survey the beauty and wonder 
of the work of our honeybees!  Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful to showcase your honey and wax?  
That opportunity comes up January 7 – 11 at 
the American Honey Show during the American 
Beekeeping Federation (ABF) conference in 
Reno, Nevada.  

	 A honey show offers an opportunity 
for beekeepers to 
reveal their ability to 
present the works 
of the honeybees 
in the best possible 
manner.  Whether 
you are a seasoned 
Honey Show 
exhibitor or this is 
your ¿rst entry, this 
show is for you.  
You may enter one, 
several, or all of the 
classes. 

	  The American 
Honey Show 
showcases the best 
examples of honey 
and beeswax. It 
includes 18 classes: 
12 for honey, 5 for 
beeswax, one for beeswax art, and a gift box 
class. The gift box theme for 2024 is “Sending 
Sunshine” .

	 So, what’s special about this honey 
show?  The American Beekeeping Federation 
was formed in 1943.  The honey shows began 
shortly after that, which makes it the longest 
running national honey show in America. This 
show is limited to honey and wax.  While some 
shows incorporate other aspects, such as mead, 
photography, baking, etc., the American Honey 
Show focuses on these two primary elements 
of the hive.  Any member of ABF can enter 

and win, but the rules are tough and standards 
are high.  If an entry does not meet the rules 
requirements, it is still scored but will be 
disquali¿ed from placing.  
	 Every entry is judged on its own merits 
and given a score.  Once all items in a class are 
judged, the scores are tallied.  If there are ties, 
the judges then review both entries to determine 
the tie breaker.  Scoresheets and judges’ 
comments are sent to the exhibitor following the 
conference.

	 People who enter honey shows do so 
for a variety of reasons.  Many exhibitors enter 
just to see how they will do.  Some want to 
learn more to improve their own marketing, 
some are competitive and enjoy comparing their 

work to others, and 
others seek to have 
evidence of their 
success to display 
on their social 
media or in their 
workplaces. Often, 
the experience 
leads them to 
continue entering 
and learning until 
they have a winning 
entry.  Whatever 
the reasons, people 
who enter should be 
rewarded for their 
efforts.  Winning is 
no accident.  It is 
the result of a lot of 
planning and care 
to prepare the best 
possible display.  

	 At the American Honey Show, we provide 
ribbons to the ¿rst, second, and third place 
entries.  First place winners also receive a 
plaque and a prize.  Most recently, these have 
been beautiful pieces of crystal.  There are two 
Best of Show Awards, one for honey and one 
for related products.  Each Best of Show winner 
receives a large Best of Show ribbon and a 
special crystal award. 

	 Winners of the American Honey Show 

The American Honey Show, held annually during the American Beekeeping Federation 
Conference, showcases the best examples of honey and beeswax.

More HONEY SHOW, page 23
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STATE
DELEGATES

Each state having ABF members may 

appoint a state delegate to serve as a liaison 

between ABF and its state association and 

local clubs. Each state delegate acts as a 

membership and legislative coordinator — 

communicating important membership and 

legislative information between ABF and the 

state and local clubs.

Let’s grow together! Don’t miss this 

opportunity to publicize your state 

meetings. Let us know if you want your 

state more involved with the membership 

and legislative happenings and consider 

becoming a state sponsor of the ABF.

By Debbie Seib

	 The ABF State Delegates Assembly 
meets the second Tuesday every other 
month.  We hear from a Guest Speaker or 
Speakers on timely topics, and the latest 
on the American Beekeeping Federation, 
including our Conference and Tradeshow.  

	 November 12th will be our last 
meeting in 2024.

	 In July, we heard from Christopher 
Cripps of Betterbee.  Chris answered the 
questions, “Do Beekeepers 
Really Need Veterinarians?”  
He also gave information 
on how to ¿nd a bee vet by 
going to the website: https://
www.hbvc.org/.  

	 Margaret Lombard 
from the National Honey 
Board (NHB) was our guest 
speaker at our September 
meeting.  She gave a very 
informative presentation that 
the State Delegates were 
able to share with members 
in their state.

	 Our newest delegate 
is Mark Fiegl from New York.  Mark has been a 
member of the American Beekeeping Federation 
since 2019

	 Fifty percent of our States are sponsors 

for the American Beekeeping Federation.  
Sponsoring the ABF gives your state beekeeping 
association support in your continuous efforts to 
add value to membership in your organization.  

State Association Sponsorship Level Bronze Silver Gold Platinum

Annual Contribution $100 - 
$249

$250 - 
$499

$500 - 
$999 $1,000 +

Sponsorship Benefit per Year

Organization recognition and website link on ABF website Yes Yes Yes Yes

Organization recognition at ABF Conference & Tradeshow Yes Yes Yes Yes

Recognition on ABF Conference & Tradeshow badge Yes Yes Yes Yes

Meetings promoted on upcoming events calendar Yes Yes Yes Yes

Members receive ABF E-Buzz newsletter Yes Yes Yes Yes

Permission to play recorded webinar(s) at meeting 1 2 3 4

Permission to reprint ABF articles in newsletter Yes Yes Yes

Assistance in identifying presenters by topic and expertise Yes Yes

President receives ABF legislative updates Yes Yes

Virtual presentation(s) facilitated by ABF 1 2

Two free adult registrations to ABF Conference & Tradeshow Yes

More DELEGATES, page 23
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There are four different levels 
of sponsorship and each level 
includes difference bene¿ts. 
	 If you would like 
more information about ABF 
State Delegates Assembly 
or about state sponsorships, 
contact Debbie Seib at 
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.
com.  If you are a State 
Delegate and would like ABF 
information to share at your 
event, send an email including 
estimated numbers to abfnet.
org@gmail.com.  Please give 
us about three weeks notice.

By Louann Hausner 	

	 Are you interested in supporting the future 
of our industry? We are looking for volunteers 
and sponsors as we prepare to welcome 
hundreds of curious kids to experience our 
sweet industry in Reno! 

	 Our interactive event will have over 12 
unique stations, with everything from studying 
bees under a microscope to eyeing the Queen in 
the Observation Hive, to learning about the vital 
role honeybees play in pollination, to making 
seed bombs, to painting Àowers on kids faces 
as you talk about pollination, to giving our young 
consumers a taste of our vast array of honey 
varietals.  

	 We are in need of support in two ways:  
volunteering and sponsorships.  

	 For those who will be in Reno for the 
convention and want to be a part of the action 
by working a station at Kids & Bees and sharing 
your passion for the industry with visiting kids, 
we would love to have you commit to be on 
our team inspiring our youth! Volunteers will be 
needed to support setup on the Friday night 
before the event, Saturday morning during the 
event and for tear down immediately following 

the morning event.  
Stay tuned for 
volunteer sign-
up information 
through the eBuzz 
and upcoming 
newsletter or reach 
out to Louann for 
more information.     

	 We are 
also accepting 
sponsorships for 
those who want 
to support this 
inspiring program through providing beekeeping 
supplies, educational tools, honey, or ¿nancial 
donations to help us acquire the needed 
supplies. 

We are excited to bring our ABF members face 
to face with curious kids so we can share our 
passion and inspire future consumers, and, 
hopefully, future scientists, beekeepers and 
honeybee advocates! If you’re interested in 
volunteering or being a sponsor with the event, 
contact Louann Hausner at 563-343-8531 or 
intlmarathoner21@gmail.com.  Let’s all BEE 
promoters!

KIDS & BEES INSPIRING OUR 

NEXT GENERATION OF CURIOUS 

CONSUMERS

the area, the GDOA now has 
permission to set traps and 
check traps in the area.

	 The GDOA is sharing 
information about their ¿ndings 
of nest and cooperating with 
UGA and UF.  

	 The Georgia 
Beekeepers Association has 
provided a $60,000 grant to 
UGA for research and support 
of the YLH studies and is willing 
to provide more if needed.

have ranged in age from ten 
years old to over ninety years 
old.  We welcome you to enter 
and join their ranks at our show 
in January.  Rules are posted 
on the ABF website.

	 If you are interested in 
helping on the honey show 
committee, please contact Mary 
Kettlewell at 414.429.5502 or 
by email at mpuzzler@prodigy.
net
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