
 

August 2024

Vice President's Message

It has been eight months since the 2024 ABF Conference and Tradeshow.  You wonder what we have been up to? 

ABF spoke in Washington before Senators and Representatives on many legislative issues.  We signed Letters of Support for Loss and
Management Survey, The One Bee Initiative, Precision Pest Management, and IR-4 Integrated Solutions Project. Our goal is to
encourage funding for research that focuses on honey bee health and stability.  We also signed the letter to Congressional leadership in the
House and Senate on the need to pass the farm bill. 

Leaders have been speaking at state meetings, working at tables to promote ABF and what we do.  Many of our leaders are leading or
serving on committees that are bringing ABF back to greatness.  It’s still amazing as I was at EAS, how many attendees did not know about
us.  So I challenge each of you to have at least one conversation with a beekeeper about our programs, conference, and how they can get
involved.

Just as the leaders of ABF have been very busy so have our members.  Many beekeepers are in the middle of or just finished pulling supers
and extracting honey.  Now what?  For beekeepers, there is always something to do. Large or small, making up nucs, load semis to fill
orders, assemble or repair equipment, restock supplies you use every day, budget for the next year and plan for the next several, complete
hive inspections, complete hive treatments, prepare hive for pollination, and less we forget, attend the American Beekeeping Federation
Conference and Tradeshow.

What can you expect at our conference in 2025?  A wonderful agenda, great speakers, super food and even better friends.  While you



always leave with gained knowledge, we feel a truly successful conference is to leave with new friends.  We hope to see you in Reno.

For questions, feel free to contact me at seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com

Debbie Seib, Vice-President & Legislative Chair

State Delegates Updates

The State Delegates Assembly holds bi-monthly meetings and are scheduled for the second Tuesday every other month.  Our 2024 remaining

schedule is:

Tuesday, Sept 10

Tuesday, Nov 12

Our guest speaker for the July meeting was Christopher Cripps of Betterbee.  Chris answered the questions “Do Beekeepers Really Need

Veterinarians?”  He also gave information on how to find a bee vet by going to the website: https://www.hbvc.org/. 

The September meeting will host Margaret Lombard from the National Honey Board (NHB).  The NHB is authorized by the Commodity

Promotion, Research, and Information Act of 1996 and was established under the rules and regulations of the Honey Packers and Importers

Research, Promotion, Consumer Education and Industry Information Order, effective May 2008.

Meet the Delegates

Mark Fiegl, from New York, has been a member of the American Beekeeping Federation since 2019. He just became the New York delegate

this year.  Mark resides in Williamson, NY, in the heart of New York state's apple country. He is a retired Technology/Shop Teacher and keeps

himself busy with his beekeeping. Mark and his wife, Lois, raised four boys and have eight grandchildren who all live in Williamson.

Mark began beekeeping in the early 80’s before Varroa and Tracheal mites and keeps between 100 and 150 colonies of bees, specializing in

comb honey, producing 4000-5000 sections of cut comb honey annually.  Most of his colonies are managed on single deep 10-frame equipment.

Mark will tell you the challenges of producing comb honey will teach you a lot about bees and how they function. All his liquid honey is marketed

wholesale at several local farm markets and he wholesales most of his cut comb honey to a nearby packer.

State Sponsorships

We have now picked up our 10th Platinum state sponsor.  Join us in welcoming Nevada State Beekeepers led by Debbie Gilmore.

The Mason Valley Beekeepers (MVB), based in Yerington, Nevada, was created in 2008 as a non-profit organization to assist and educate

people around bees and beekeeping. In 2024, MVB membership consists of 125 families across the state of Nevada. MVB hosts monthly

meetings, several annual field days, extracting days, pick-up and distribution of packages, participates in many educational events with adults and

young people, and an annual beginning beekeeper’s workshop. In February, 2025, MVB will host their 15th annual Nevada State Beekeepers

Conference held in Yerington, Nevada. Thanks to the many volunteers and local and federal grants secured by MVB, the conference can secure

top presenters from across the US.

The MVB donations include several bee research labs, American Beekeeping Federation, Scientific Beekeeping, and local non-profits. Many

members are mentors for the Hives for Heroes program. MVB has purchased many pieces of extracting equipment for low-cost rental to its

members. MVB keeps members up-to-date through Facebook, web sites and monthly emails. Members participate in bee-related local and

legislative issues. MVB is an active organization with a strong focus on education and helping fellow beekeepers be as successful as possible.

State Events

If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members, please send it to Debbie Seib at seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com.  

Here are some state events in September - December:       

September 20-21 Georgia Beekeepers Association Fall Conference

October 19 Michigan Beekeepers Association Fall Conference

October 25-26 The Beekeepers of Indiana Fall Conference

October 25-26 Iowa Honey Producers Association Fall Conference

October 25-26 Ohio State Beekeepers Association Fall Conference

mailto:seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com
https://www.hbvc.org/
https://gabeekeeping.com/
https://www.michiganbees.org/
https://thebeekeepersofindiana.com/fall-conference/
https://www.iowahoneyproducers.org/
https://ohiostatebeekeepers.org/fall-conference/


October 25-27 Oregon State Beekeepers Association Fall Conference

November 1-2 Wisconsin Honey Producers Association Fall Meeting

November 8-9 Illinois State Beekeepers Association Fall Meeting

December 12-13 Idaho Honey Conference

If you would like more information about the ABF State Delegates Assembly or about state sponsorships, contact Debbie Seib at
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com. If you are a State Delegate and would like ABF information to share at your event, send an email including
estimated numbers to abfnet.org@gmail.com.  Please give us three weeks notice.

Regards,
Debbie Seib, Chair
ABF State Delegates Assembly

ABF 2025 Conference and Trade Show

E x c it in g  C o n fe r e n c e  N e w s . . .                    

Registration is open for our 82nd ABF Conference and Tradeshow.  You may register online or print and mail in a form.  The Conference and

Tradeshow will begin the evening of Tuesday, January 7th, 2025, with a social meet and greet dinner and an ice-cream social.  Dinner will be

followed up with a Honey Queen Auction, Quiz Bowl, and lots of fun.

Wednesday, Dr. Marla Spivak from University of Minnesota will kick off the conference followed by several break out sessions for each level of

beekeeping. 

You may begin reserving your room at the Peppermill Resort Spa by calling the hotel directly at 866-821-9996 or use this link.  The discounted

rate is $120 a night (plus applicable tax, fees, and a $10 resort fee). The hotel is located on 2707 South Virginia St., Reno, NV 89502.  Parking is

free and there is a complimentary shuttle to and from the Reno-Tahoe International Airport. 

NOTE: Unauthorized solicitors may contact you by phone or email.   Attendees should call the hotel directly and ignore all other

emails sent to you or phone calls. 

Our conference includes a Honey Promotional Breakfast, special morning sessions and lunch by Project Apis m, a Foundation Luncheon with

https://orsba.org/event-5769969
https://wihoney.org/meetings-and-events/whpa-fall-convention/
https://www.ilsba.com/summary-of-events.html
http://www.idahohoney.org/conference.html
http://seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com
http://abfnet.org@gmail.com
https://www.findjoo.com/POS/Widget/7b2c3e95-235a-44b9-890c-afdc015ab7ed?editId=7f812848-4068-49fe-bc1c-cf99385f6566&hideBookings=true&hideCourses=true&hideProducts=true&time=1736254800000
https://book.passkey.com/event/50747565/owner/7268/home


Keynote Speaker Dr. Garett Slater, and joint conference with the Apiary Inspectors of America (AIA) and the American Bee Research

Conference (ABRC). Our Commercial Breakfast (open to all) will once again be on Saturday morning with the proceeds being used for

Research.  We hold a honey show each year with 18 categories.  View the 2024 information here and we’ll be updating it with the 2025 rules.

With over 35,000 square feet of vendor space, we have lots of room in our Expo Hall and have already confirmed 40 vendors.  If you wish to

participate in our Tradeshow, download our 2025 Prospectus or contact Regina K. Robuck, Director of Partnership Relations, by email at

partnershiprelations@abfnet.org.

Pre-registration will close on December 26, 2024, but we do allow walk-ins. Watch our website for the latest information and updates, schedule,

more information, and a link to the registration page.  https://abfnet.org/2025-abf-conference/

If you have any questions, send an email to Debbie Seib at abfnet.org@gmail.com.

Honey Queen Buzz
 

Fair season is in full swing. It’s a wonderful opportunity to highlight honey, the importance of honey bees, and how honey bees touch many

agricultural industries.  The circle of life can be on full display during our fair seasons!

Your spokespersons have been extremely busy crisscrossing the United States in August.  Kaelyn and Lainey visited fairs in Washington, Iowa,

New Jersey, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, and Nebraska.  Their activities ranged from product demonstrations, marketing honey to consumers,

media interviews, one-on-one conversations with consumers, educational presentations, and much more! 

Why host the American Honey Queen, American Honey Princess, or a state honey queen at your fair?  Simply they are a significant draw for the

public to your exhibit.  Articulate and dynamic, these representatives are trained to give educational and promotional presentations with credibility

to draw consumers to your exhibit, sales booth, or observation hive.  They can spread the word with children and adults alike.  The Honey Queen

and Princess attract people with curiosity and keep people asking more questions when they learn what an incredible resource they are. 

The Queen Committee sends our representatives to county fairs, regional fairs, state fairs, and many types of festivals or events where beekeepers

have educational exhibits or sales booths.  Trained to be marketers and sellers of honey, they have a proven track record of increasing your

booth’s sales.  If you’ve been thinking about extending an invitation, take that next step and contact me at honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or at

414.545.5514 to discuss your fair.  We are aware that fairs and festivals occur throughout the year, and the program is open to your event

whether it’s in the spring, summer, fall, or winter months!

Kaelyn and Lainey will continue with fair and festival work through October, and soon school presentation and educational presentation season

will resume.  Lainey and Kaelyn are also available for virtual presentations, so if you have a request for a single event, consider working with the

American Honey Queen Program to fulfill these requests virtually. 

In August, the American Honey Queen Program distributes the official application packets for the follow year’s positions.  We continue to accept

initial applications from women in states without honey queen programs as well.  If you know of a dynamic speaker in your state, encourage her to

apply for these exciting internship positions by visit www.abfnet.org under the American Honey Queen page.

https://abfnet.org/american-honey-show/
https://abfnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/2025_ABF_ExhibtorSponsor_Prospectus_FinalV5_07112024.pdf
mailto:partnershiprelations@abfnet.org
https://abfnet.org/2025-abf-conference/
mailto:abfnet.org@gmail.com
mailto:honeyqueen99@hotmail.com
http://www.abfnet.org


Happy promoting, especially in our upcoming National Honey Month!

Annual Kids & Bees Educational Expo in Need of Sponsors

Every year, beekeepers and enthusiasts gather at the ABF convention for enrichment, education, and comradery. One of the anticipated events

during the convention is the Kids & Bees Educational Expo, a vibrant and interactive opportunity for the younger generation to learn about the

invaluable role of honey bees in our ecosystem. With educational stations focusing on the roles of honey bees, beekeeping equipment, pollination,

and bee biology, just to name a few, the Expo aims to instill a sense of wonder and appreciation for these remarkable creatures in the minds of our

youth.

The event's success hinges not only on the countless, dedicated volunteers, but also on the generous support of sponsors. The committee is

currently seeking sponsors who are willing to donate materials or provide financial support to ensure that the Expo is enriching, engaging, and

memorable for all attendees. By supporting the Expo, our sponsors play a direct role in nurturing the curiosity and passion of young minds who

may one day become the stewards of our precious bee populations. Sponsoring the event also provides a platform for beekeepers to showcase

their commitment to environmental conservation and beekeeping practices.

There are multiple ways to get involved as sponsors of the Kids & Bees Educational Expo. One option is to donate station materials, such as

educational posters, interactive displays, or hands-on learning tools that will captivate and educate the young attendees. Additionally, sponsors can

provide financial support, which will contribute to the overall success and impact of the Expo.

For more information on sponsorship opportunities or to donate, please email the planning committee at kidsandbeesexpo@gmail.com.

 
 

The National Honey Board and Justin's Donate to Project Apis m.

There is some sweet news when it comes to honey bee health funding! The National Honey Board (NHB) and Justin’s commemorated National

Pollinator Month in June with a $50,000 donation in a collaborative effort to further fund research to improve bee health and vitality for Project

Apis m. (PAm), a nonprofit dedicated to advancing honey bee and pollinator health through research and conservation initiatives.

Justin's, a category leader known for crafting delicious, real-food products, demonstrated their dedication by contributing a $25,000 donation,

reinforcing their pledge to support research that enhances bee health and vitality. Justin's further extends its support through the NHB’s Honey

Saves Hives initiative, underscoring their sustained commitment to bee conservation efforts.

Expanding beyond their ongoing commitment to allocate 5 percent of annual revenue towards production research managed by PAm, the NHB

has made a significant additional contribution of $25,000 in 2024. Over the years, the NHB has funded more than $5 million in crucial research

studies.

"Supporting Project Apis m. with our donation underscores our commitment to the health of honey bees, which are essential for honey production

and crop pollination,” says Margaret Lombard, chief executive officer, National Honey Board. “By investing in research and initiatives that enhance

bee health, we’re not only ensuring the sustainability of our food supply but also supporting the entire ecosystem that relies on these vital

pollinators.”

mailto:kidsandbeesexpo@gmail.com


Image Credit:  National Honey Board

RECIPE for August

September is National Honey Month, but did you know it is also Better Breakfast Month? We can't think of a better way to celebrate than

gathering the family around the breakfast table to enjoy this tasty treat. The perfect combination of sweet and salty and drizzled with a

delicious honey apple syrup, this fun twist on a breakfast classic is the perfect way to kick off your family's weekend.

 

B r e a k fa s t  W a f f le  C lu b  S a n d w ic h  w ith  H o n e y  A p p le  S y ru p                                    

 

INGREDIENTS:

1/2 cup - honey

1/4 cup - apple juice

2 T - butter

2 - crisp red apples, cored and thinly sliced

4 - frozen Belgian waffles, toasted

6 oz. - Black Forest ham, thinly sliced

4 slices - Swiss cheese, cut in half diagonally

4 slices - thick-cuit bacon, cooked crisp, cut in half

additional honey, for serving

DIRECTIONS:

Preheat oven to 300°F.

Combine the honey, apple juice and butter in a saucepan and stir together as the butter melts. Add the apple slices and simmer for 12-15

minutes until tender, cover and keep warm.

Place the waffles on a baking sheet and top each with 1/2 slice of cheese, ham, both halves of the bacon and the other 1/2 slice of cheese.

Bake for 8-10 minutes until cheese is melted.



Remove the waffle sandwiches from the oven and serve each waffle with the apple slices and sauce they were cooked with. Serve

immediately with additional honey.

TIP:  You can make your own waffles in a waffle iron if you have extra time! Also, you can substitute pears for the apple for a

seasonal twist.

Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board.  For more honey recipes, visit honey.com.
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