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Vice President's Message

During the holiday season, we say “Hi!” with a smile to strangers we meet, exchange gifts, get together with families, reach out to loved ones and show a

generous spirit by donating to great causes.  Yet after the season is over, many revert to honking if another driver cuts in front of us, gossiping about

neighbors or telling untruths to sway your point of view.

I’d like to challenge each of you to carry that “season spirit” with you throughout the year, rather than spreading gossip try spreading cheer, reach out to

a friend to see how they are doing and focus on what will help our industry rather than what will help ourselves.  While every organization has a mission

statement, each person should have a mission statement for themselves.  Some ideas are: call friends and family that you only see once a year, do

something nice for an elderly neighbor (shop for groceries for them, clear snow off their walkway, sit and listen to their stories), spread positive ideas not

gossip.

As I write this article, I realize it has been a full year of serving as your Vice President.  As the Legislative Chair, I’ve held monthly Legislative

Committee meetings that focused on industry issues some of which are: funding for research, forage on government lands, USDA disaster programs like

ELAP, H-2A Labor Programs, promoting and protecting honey bee habitat, protecting our honey market by supporting a “Standard of Identity”,

EPA/USDA pesticide issues and the Canadian border issue.  We are working with other groups to help unite our industry. 

Together we can accomplish a great deal.  Through emails, the e-Buzz, and our Quarterly magazine, we strive to keep you informed of the latest

developments and needs in the legislative area that are critical to our industry.  Please let us know how we can better serve you and all ABF members.

The 2025 American Beekeeping Federation Conference and Tradeshow will commence on January 7, 2025, in Reno, Nevada at the Peppermill.  See

the conference section in this e-Buzz for all the details.



For questions, feel free to contact me at seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com

Debbie Seib, Vice President

State Delegates Updates

The State Delegates Assembly will hold it’s annual luncheon at the 2025 Conference and Tradeshow in Reno, Nevada. During the luncheon, we vote

for the two delegates that will serve on the Board of Directors representing this assembly.

Our guest speaker will be Dr. Scott McArt from Cornell University.  If you are a State Delegate and will be attending the 2025 ABF Conference, send

an RSVP to Debbie Seib at seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com to attend the luncheon.

State/Local Sponsorships

Twenty-eight state or local beekeeping associations are a state sponsors.  Our two newest platinum state sponsors are Los Angeles County

Beekeepers Association and Hawai'i Beekeepers' Association.

The Hawaì i Beekeepers' Association has been in existence for over twenty years.  Their mission is to assist and educate beekeepers, to

maintain beekeepers' individual rights, to encourage beekeeping as a hobby and an industry, to promote natural beekeeping methods and to create a

positive public image of beekeeping and bees.

The Los Angeles County Beekeepers Association was established in August 1873 when the nine founding members held its first

meeting in El Monte, California. The following officers were elected: President: John T. Gordon, Vice-Presidents: Thomas A. Garvey and W. T. Martin,

Secretary: William M. Rasmussen, Treasurer: J.C. Bames with members: Henry Beekley, L.M. Rasmussen, Levi Richardson, and A.J. Davidson

present.  They have been meeting ever since.  They are a diverse community populated by individuals from all walks of life. They are composed of bee

hobbyists, bee enthusiasts, small scale beekeepers, and commercial beekeepers who make their living from working with bees.

Every state and local association may become a state sponsor.  We offer four state sponsorship packages each with different benefits.  You may read

more about ABF State Sponsorship on our website at https://abfnet.org/state-sponsorship/.  If your organization is interested, select the sponsorship

level that best suits your association and contribute whatever amount the organization is able. For questions, contact us at abfnet.org@gmail.com.

S ta te  E v e n ts      

If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members, please send it to Debbie Seib at seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com.  

Here are some state events happening January - March:       

February 20-22 Nevada State Beekeepers Conference

February 22 The Beekeepers of Indiana Bee School XXIII

March Iowa Honey Producers Association Honey Bee Day

If you would like more information about the ABF State Delegates Assembly or about state sponsorships, contact Debbie Seib at

seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com. If you are a State Delegate and would like ABF information to share at your event, send an email including estimated

numbers to abfnet.org@gmail.com.  Please give us three weeks notice.

Regards,

Debbie Seib, Chair

ABF State Delegates Assembly

ABF 2025 Conference and Trade Show

mailto:seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com
mailto:seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com
https://abfnet.org/state-sponsorship/
mailto:abfnet.org@gmail.com
https://www.nevadastatebeekeepers.org/
https://thebeekeepersofindiana.com/indiana-bee-school/
https://www.iowahoneyproducers.org/
http://seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com
http://abfnet.org@gmail.com


On our way to Reno for our 82nd ABF Conference and Tradeshow.  The hotel is located on 2707 South Virginia St., Reno, NV 89502.  We

will have four full days of educational sessions and workshops targeting all levels of beekeeping.  Our keynote speakers are well known in the

industry across the US and the world.  You will hear from Dr. Marla Spivak from the University of Minnesota, Dr. Geoff Williams from Auburn

University, and Dr. Scott McArt from Cornell University.  Pre-registration ends on December 26th; however, we do allow walk-ins at the

conference.

Registration
On-Site Rates

 Member Non-Member

Individual Registrants Full Conference $345.00 $405.00

Individual Registrants Day Rate $200.00 $240.00

Note: To be eligible for the membership discount, you must be a member before you register. If you are a current member, your dues must be

paid through at least January 11, 2025.  You may renew your dues at the same time if your dues expiration date is before January 11, 2025.

We have several event options at our conference for additional costs: foundation luncheon, PAm luncheon, National Auto Museum, honey

promotion breakfast, fork lift certification, commercial/research breakfast, encaustic painting workshop, and Saturday evening banquet.

We have online forklift certification on Thursday.  With the partnership of a vendor, on Friday we will have a follow up driving forklift

certification.  A few attendees will be able to attend the honey show judging training.

Approximately 60 attendees will be able to attend a 3-hour professional development workshop that focuses on demystifying the legislative

process and teaches beekeepers how to make meaningful connections with local and state policymakers. We will break down the steps and

simplify the process, so you feel more empowered and prepared to engage effectively with legislators and their staff, who can, in turn, introduce

new policies that support bee-friendly practices. This is part of our conference, so you must be registered for the conference to attend. 

You may see the entire schedule on our website at: https://abfnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/ABF-2025-Schedule-At-a-Glance-v10.pdf

With thousands of square feet of vendor space, we have lots of room in our expo hall and have over 75 vendors.  They will be displaying and

selling their latest items and will be more than happy to answer your questions.

If you would like to see the inner workings of American Beekeeping Federation (ABF), join us on Tuesday for the committee meetings.  You

may find a committee you are interested in and would like to serve on.  We will also have signup sheets at the registration desk. 

The discounted room rate ended on December 21, 2024; however, you may call the hotel directly at 866-821-9996 and see if they still have

rooms available.  Parking is free and there is a complimentary shuttle to and from the Reno-Tahoe International Airport. 

NOTE: Unauthorized solicitors may contact you by phone or email.   Attendees should call the hotel directly and ignore all other

emails sent to you or phone calls. 

If you have any questions, send an email to Debbie Seib at abfnet.org@gmail.com.

Honey Queen Buzz

https://abfnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/ABF-2025-Schedule-At-a-Glance-v10.pdf
mailto:abfnet.org@gmail.com


Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  I hope everyone has wonderful holiday celebrations and that our new year brings much health and happiness

to our members and our bees!

December has been a great month of preparation for 2025 and the ABF convention.  The American Honey Queen and Princess are hard at work

putting the final details and touches on their reports and presentations for the convention.  Please be sure to join the Honey Marketing breakfast during

the ABF convention when you can learn a lot more about Kaelyn and Lainey’s year as well as more information on how you can develop an effective

honey promotion and ways to support and host one of our two national spokespersons at your events.

The ABF convention is a great event for networking and it is an important part of ABF’s funding for its many programs.  Throughout the convention,

there are a variety of auctions for ABF’s programs, including the American Honey Queen Program.  We need your support to make all our programs

successful.  If you wish to donate an item for the auction, please bring that to the auction drop off on Wednesday at the convention.  Can’t make it? 

Contact the ABF office for shipping instructions.  Silent auctions and live auctions will take place at many different times during the convention.  They are

a fun time and a great help to all our programs. 

Don’t forget the annual American Honey Queen Program raffle.  Each year, we have a beautiful, handmade quilt that is raffled to benefit the American

Hony Queen Program.  For just $5, you can have your chance to win a beautiful queen-sized quilt, this year, lovingly made by Glenda Womble of

Florida, who is the aunt of our 2023 American Honey Queen  Selena Rampolla.  This quilt would be a great addition to any home, and purchasing a

ticket from one of our American Honey Queen applicants provides you the added benefit of meeting the women who have been working tirelessly over

the last year promoting our products and teaching the public about our industry’s importance nationwide.

Finally, the American Honey Queen Committee, the ABF’s Auxiliary/Marketing Team, and volunteers from Nevada have been working together all

year to plan the annual Kids and Bees Expo.  Under the sponsorship of the Foundation for the Preservation of Honeybees, this planning team has been

hard at work to create a hands-on, interactive, and meaningful experience for local children.  Be sure to contact the Kids and Bees team if you want to

volunteer at the event, with setup, or with take down.  We are eager to welcome and host hundreds of local residents to our convention this year, and I

thank all the many volunteers who will make this a great event for the organization and the participants!

Most importantly, we are excited to welcome our new spokespersons and would love to have a full slate of promotion events for them for the spring, so

please contact me at honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or at 414.545.5514 to provide your event dates and details.  We’d love to have them visit events

new and seasoned this coming year!  Happy promoting!

Agrucultural Research and Technology Center
On October 29, 2024, I was invited to attend the new UC Davis ground breaking ceremony for their new lab. Julia Fine is a Research Entomologist;

she was dressed up for Halloween with purple hair and hexagon glasses and it took me a second to recognize her.  I was excited to see Margret

Lombard with the National Honey Board in attendance along with California State Beekeepers Association President Philip Russell.

It is going to be a first-class, state-of-the-art facility. Future work done there will be critical for our industry. The building will also serve other needs of

the agriculture community beyond honey bees. During my time in the beekeeping industry leadership, I worked very hard to get a much-needed

toxicologist and funding for this research facility. The USDA labs that we have work as the needs of our industry develop. It is important to have leaders

in the industry give input on what we need to help guide the research. Julia and many others in the USDA will be at our convention.  Please take some

time to get to know, listen, and learn. I look forward to seeing many of you at the American Beekeeping Federation conference and trade show January

7-11, 2025, at the Peppermill in Reno Nevada.

Darren Cox
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The National Honey Board Wishes You a Happy New Year

The National Honey Board wishes you and yours a happy and prosperous 2025. As we move into the new year, we look forward to sharing more

stories about amazing honey producers. Please send us an email at Honey@NHB.Org to tell us your story; you may be featured in an upcoming video.

Cheers to 2025!

mailto:Honey@NHB.Org
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RECIPE for December

Dry January is a trend that has picked up steam in recent years as consumers embrace the “sober curious” lifestyle. Just as in cocktails, honey
adds more than just sweetness to your favorite non-alcoholic beverages, it also brings balance by enhancing other ingredients in a recipe and
creates a unique and favorable mouthfeel. With that in mind, today we’re sharing one of our favorite “mocktails” that is sure to make your Dry
January refreshing and delicious!

B r ig h t  O n e      

INGREDIENTS:

1 cup - ice cubes, divided
1/2 oz. - lemon juice
1T - clover honey, or 1 1/2 T clover honey simple syrup (see tips below)
1 oz. - yuzu juice
1/2 oz. - spirit-free gin
1 cup - ginger beer

DIRECTIONS:

Chill glass with 1/2 cup ice; remove once adequately chilled and discard.

Combine lemon juice, clover honey, yuzu juice, and spirit-free gin in cocktail shaker. 

Shake with 1/2 cup remaining ice until chilling and dilution are achieved.

Fine strain into a chilled stemmed glass.



Top with ginger beer and garnish with mint leaves.

Honey simple syrup is a great way to incorporate honey into drinks with ease.  Heat 2 parts honey to 1 part hot water in a saucepan over
medium-low heat until the mixture reaches a simmer.  Remove from heat and cool.  Store at room temperature or refrigerate as desired.  Lasts 4
weeks in the refrigerator.

Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board.  For more honey recipes, visit honey.com.

Welcome to the Colony

We're buzzing with excitement to welcome these new ABF members that joined since May 1, 2024.

https://www.honey.com/


Follow Us
Facebook
Instagram
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