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President's Message

The pieces to a puzzle.

With holidays drawing near, memories of family traditions quickly come to mind.  This makes me think of getting a puzzle out and the hours of conversations

that come with sharing that time with someone while solving the puzzle. Not only do the conversations focus on the puzzle, but they also bring out personal

experiences, stories, and laughs – all tools to solve the puzzle!

The beekeeping industry is like a puzzle.  Honey bees touch many areas of life and have so many different working parts, including the hive, the industry, and

the American Beekeeping Federation.   All of us together work to find ways to improve the industry and solve the different challenges we face, just like the

bees in the hive.  This year has gone by quickly, and the ABF has focused on so many areas for each of our members and those in the beekeeping industry. 

Here are some of the different pieces of our focus these last many months. 

Equipment:  The ABF Research Committee is working on a brief project that they hope will yield some primary results to show during our January

conference.  What do we do with dead-outs?   Is the comb a contaminated death trap?  Is there some way to clean or treat the comb that is economically

feasible?  There is research that shows us that it makes sense to replace comb on a yearly bases.  How much? How fast?  This is a puzzle piece for most.

Habitat: How do we find enough?  While attending the Tropilaelaps workshop at Auburn University in November, I listened to the beekeeper from Thailand

state that, even with the mites, his number one concern is still healthy habitat for honeybees.  In the USA, our ever-changing farming practices and groomed

landscaping continue to put pressure on honey bee habitat.  Whether a honey bee or a person, you must be nutritionally healthy to handle stressful living.  We

are keeping a close eye on the Farm Bill to see if any activity moves in this bill to add wording for CRP planting stating that seed combinations shall include

pollinator plants.  Beekeepers are continuing to lose access to locations on public lands.  We are working on guidelines that can be used by all public lands

managers that would allow and help the management to understand the importance of pollinators and to treat them fairly throughout the USA.   



Honey market and integrity:  This has been talked about for generations, and, now with YouTube, TikTok, and other social media platforms, we can hear the

cries of concern from other countries as well.  Honey fraud is happening everywhere and at the expense of beekeepers.  ABF is listening and working for you

with others on how we can proceed on this road.   How do we clean up this puzzle piece?

Mite treatments: We have so few treatment tools to use, and some states allow very few of the licensed treatments.  We are excited and thankful for the new

treatments that hit the market this year and the years of research and money that go into these treatments.  With the threat of Tropilaelaps mites coming to our

country, we are grateful to Project Apis m, the North Dakota Department of Agriculture, Auburn University, and the USDA with the top-notch field trip and

education opportunity that has been made available, so that, hopefully, we as an industry will be more prepared on how to react and survive to new threats to

honey bees.

Promotions: With the work of the American Honey Queen Program, we have two spokespeople out educating, promoting, and generating media coverage for

USA honey and honey bees. These efforts bring positive attention to our industry, and we are always looking for more opportunities to expand the message in

different parts of the country each year and are excited to see what different focuses each year’s representatives bring to these efforts.

I can go on and on about the many different pieces to the puzzle that connects the ABF and our beekeeping industry.  I encourage you to join us at the

Peppermill in Reno, Nevada January 7-11 and listen and learn about each piece, find the one that brings the most interest and passion to you, and learn and

share about it.  Together, all these pieces connected delivers a beautiful story of an amazing industry working to improve honey bees, beekeeping, and honey

consumption for the nation.

Patty Sundberg, President

State Delegates Updates

The State Delegates Assembly held its last meeting for 2024 on Tuesday, November 12, 2024.  Our guest speakers were from the Pollinator Stewardship

Council (PSC).  Jennifer Bryan-Goforth has been the PSC Program Director since 2021 and Julia Mahood is a Georgia Master Beekeeper and the President

of the Georgia Beekeepers Association. 

Our next meeting will be at the 2025 Conference and Tradeshow in Reno, Nevada.  Our guest speaker will be Dr. Scott McArt from Cornell University.  If

you are a State Delegate and will be attending the 2025 ABF Conference, send an RSVP to Debbie Seib at seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com to attend the

luncheon.

State/Local Sponsorships

We have several sponsors that are local beekeeping associations and we would like to acknowledge them too. 

Collin County Hobby Beekeepers (CCHBA) was established in 1980 by a group of area beekeepers including John Sparks, Clarence

Franklin, & Carole Booth (local Dadant & Maxant supplier).  From the beginning, members have promoted scientific approaches to beekeeping. In 1984, the

club hosted its first of many annual beekeeping workshops at the Heard Museum and in CCHBA hosted the Plano ’91 Texas Beekeepers Association State

Convention.  They have been a state sponsor of the American Beekeeping Federation since 2014 and they meet the 2nd Monday of every month.

 Northeastern Kansas Beekeepers Association has also been a state sponsor of the American Beekeeping Federation since 2014.  The

association was founded in 1948 to serve the needs of beekeepers with the objective of advancing the education of the public in apiculture. The organization’s

activities are directed towards enhancing the interests of the honey bee and beekeeping. The year 2018 was their official 70th anniversary!  

In 1979, they established a “Beekeeper of the Year Award” and both past ABF directors Becky and Steve Tipton were on the esteemed list.

Every state and local association may become a state sponsor.  We offer four state sponsorship packages each with different benefits.   Select the sponsorship

level that best suits your association and contribute whatever amount the organization is able. For questions, contact us at abfnet.org@gmail.com.

S ta te  E v e n ts      

If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members, please send it to Debbie Seib at seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com.  

Here are some state events in December:       

December 12-13 Idaho Honey Conference

2024 State Delegates Assembly Goals

mailto:seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com
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Our goals for our 2024 State Delegates Assembly are:

1.      Maintain 100% states to have at least 1 State Delegate

2.      Get 85% states to have allowed number of delegates

3.      Get 10 states to be Platinum sponsors

4.      Maintain current number of Gold, Silver, Bronze

5.      Get 40 delegates to attend at least one bi-monthly call

6.      Write article in every quarterly

7.      Write article for e-Buzz

8.      Get more visibility for our State Sponsors

We need every State Delegate to get involved and help us maintain these goals.

If you would like more information about the ABF State Delegates Assembly or about state sponsorships, contact Debbie Seib at

seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com. If you are a State Delegate and would like ABF information to share at your event, send an email including estimated numbers to

abfnet.org@gmail.com.  Please give us three weeks notice.

Regards,

Debbie Seib, Chair

ABF State Delegates Assembly

ABF 2025 Conference and Trade Show

American Honey Show
Now that the honey harvest is complete and you're preparing for winter, you may find a few extra free minutes in your schedule.  It is a great time to

start thinking about and preparing for the American Honey Show which will be held during our conference in Reno in January.  Time is your friend when

it comes to preparing honey and wax entries for competition.  No matter what shade of honey your bees produced, there is a class for you to enter. 

Judges will be looking for clarity, cleanliness, consistency, and conformation with the rules.  If you can't drive to Reno, get your entries prepared early

and ship them off to meet you there.  It's both fun and educational to participate in a honey show--give it a try!

Make sure you read the rules carefully:  https://abfnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/2025ABFHoneyShowRulesFinal.pdf

http://seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com
http://abfnet.org@gmail.com
https://abfnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/2025ABFHoneyShowRulesFinal.pdf


Honey Queen Buzz



The promotional year begins to wind down for the American Honey Queen Program in November, just as most of our fairs and festivals also wind down.  In

this month, the Queen and Princess focused again on educational presentations throughout the nation.

School visits continued in Wisconsin and in Maine, our representatives’ home states, but each ventured to other states to spread the word about honey bees

and honey.  In Virginia, Queen Kaelyn spoke to students in elementary school through high school about the industry, focusing several presentations on honey,

its properties, and its uses, notably in demonstrations.  In Vermont, a state not visited in person by the American Honey Queen Program in decades, Princess

Lainey spoke to elementary school students about how beekeeping can be a career.

The Queens will soon begin their preparations for the ABF convention in Reno, Nevada, including finalizing their reports on their promotions and their

promotional and educational reach.  Throughout the convention, they will share their stories and provide helpful hints for successful promotions.  Be sure to

sign up for the Honey Promotion Breakfast to hear more details.

We are excited to welcome a group of applicants for the 2025 American Honey Queen and Princess positions in January.  These women, along with Kaelyn

and Lainey, will help support the Kids and Bees Expo, for which volunteer and attendance signup will begin soon, along with the many other important parts of

the ABF convention.

As you plan your attendance at the convention, consider donating a unique auction item for our many auctions, benefitting the American Honey Queen

Program and other ABF programs.  Auction items may be shipped to the hotel or dropped off on site on Wednesday morning of the convention.  Contact the

ABF office for shipping information.

We are beginning to assemble a 2025 promotional schedule for our new representatives, so please contact me at honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or at

414.545.5514 to provide your event dates and details.  Happy promoting!

Worker Bees Wanted for Kids & Bees Event
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Worker Bees Wanted for Kids & Bees Event

The honey bee is one of the best examples of a community working in perfect harmony for the benefit of the entire colony. Every bee has her (or his) role and

it is only through working together that the colony can survive.

It is this spirit of collaboration that we need for the annual Kids ‘n Bees Expo on Saturday, January 11, 2025, held during the ABF convention. This is a

fantastic opportunity for us to engage the next generation in the wonderful world of bees and the importance of pollinators.

To make this event a success, we are seeking enthusiastic volunteers for various roles, including:

·         Set Up: Assist with preparing educational stations the night before the event (Friday, January 10th).

·         Educational Stations: Engage with children and share your passion for bees through interactive activities.

·         Clean Up: Help us wrap up the event and leave the space as beautiful as we found it.

Your support will make a significant difference, and we are incredibly grateful for any time you can offer. Together, we can create a memorable experience that

will inspire young minds!

If you're interested in volunteering, please email us at kidsandbeesexpo@gmail.com and we will provide you with more details. Or, you can complete the

volunteer sign up form at https://forms.gle/KNCUSKTVhxs8hFHd7.

Thank you for volunteering your time to make a positive impact in the lives of our youth!

 

The National Honey Board Needs You

The National Honey Board (NHB) is seeking new board member nominations for its 2026 board.

The 10-member Board is composed of three first handler representatives, three importer representatives, three producer representatives, one marketing

cooperative representative and their respective alternates. For a list of current board members, click here.

Are you Interested in serving on the National Honey Board? Please click here to apply. You can nominate yourself or someone else you think would be a

great board member. All board member nominations are made by qualified national organizations and selected by the USDA Agriculture Secretary. Please

email questions to info@NHB.org.

The NHB has adopted a Diversity Policy and encourages Board membership that reflects the diversity of the individuals served by the programs. All eligible

women, minorities and persons with disabilities are invited to seek nomination for a seat on the National Honey Board.

mailto:kidsandbeesexpo@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/KNCUSKTVhxs8hFHd7
https://honey.com/about-the-nhb/members
https://honey.com/nomination-form
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RECIPE for November

From family and friends to coworkers, we are well into the season of gatherings, and nothing makes a celebration better than food and beverages that
taste as good as they look. If you're looking for a little inspiration for your next party, we've got you covered with this festive cocktail.

H o n e y  C a rd a m o m  P e a r  S a n g r ia                    

INGREDIENTS:

1 (700ml) bottle - Pinot Grigio
1/2 cup - elderflower liqueur
1/2 cup - pear liqueur
2 cups - pear juice
1/2 cup - water
1/2 cup - honey
1 tsp. - cardamom bitters
2 - pears, sliced
1 cup - fresh cranberries
Ginger ale for serving

DIRECTIONS:

Add honey and water to a saucepan. Bring the mixture to a boil over medium-high heat. Remove the pot from the heat and allow the mixture to come to
room temperature.

In a large pitcher add all ingredients, except the ginger ale. Refrigerate for 4 hours or up to 3 days. Serve with a splash of ginger ale.

Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board.  For more honey recipes, visit honey.com.

https://www.honey.com/
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