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Vice President’'s Message

October is a beautiful time of year. Days are getting shorter, leaves are changing from green to many shades of yellow, red, gold, orange. ... many of us are waking up to frost one day and 70/80’s the next, with a 30-degree swing from
lows to highs. Just think how confused our bees are.

As a commercial beekeeper, this is a good time for us to take stock of what we need for spring. We cull out weak hives, weigh and feed hives if needed, and cleanup any dead outs that we discover. Now is the time to set our goals for
next year and how we will obtain those goals. If we plan to expand how will we finance the expansion, do you have a location for the increase in hives, how much additional time is needed to manage the new hives and will you need
additional workers.

Mother Nature has proven once again that for all the planning we do, she can certainly make our plans go awry. Many of our fiends and family were impacted by Hurricane Helene and Hurricane Milton. While we reach out to make
sure they are okay, some were not as lucky. We wish to give our heartfelt condolences to those that lost loved ones.

There are many agencies to help beekeepers. Many of these were shared by Rick Coor, NCSBA President. One of these was ELAP.

The ELAP program administered by USDA is the sole disaster program available to US beekeepers. Our industry does not have traditional commodity support programs or traditional RMA crop insurance programs to rely on in case of
disastrous loss. ABF asks the Congress to reauthorize the ELAP program for honey bees. Beekeepers have been eligible for ELAP loss payments since the 2008 Farm Bill

During September, October, and November, many of our states hold their fall conferences. They elect new and old officers, committee members, educate members, and hold honey shows. The honey shows are getting bigger and better
each year. Ifyou have not entered a honey show, you should check into it. Rules are posted on the websites and there are many categories for you to choose from

The 2025 American Honey Show showcases the best examples of honey and beeswax. It includes 18 classes: 12 for honey, five for beeswax, one for beeswax art and the gift box class. The gift box theme for 2025 is “Sending
Sunshine”.  For the rules and to see more about the 2025 American Honey Show go to our website at https:/abfiet.org/american-honey-show/

The ABF is now over 1,000 members and increasing each month. Join us at our conference in Reno, January 7 — 11, 2025.
For questions, feel fiee to contact me at seibshoosierhoney(@yahoo.com
Debbie Seib, Vice President / Legislative Chair

State Delegates Updates

The State Delegates Assembly will hold its last meeting for 2024 on Tuesday, November 12, 2024. Our guest speaker will be from the Pollinator Stewardship Council

Bryan Zavada, Colorado State Delegate, has been keeping bees since 2014. Bryan manages approximately seventy-five colonies around the Denver metro area. He and his wife, Jennifer, run a small beekeeping business called Flower
Street Farm in Lakewood, Colorado. They sell honey and products of the hive at two local farmer’s markets and local events, provide education, hive consultation, colony management, nucs, queens and education to both beekeepers
and non-beekeepers. A former educator, Bryan has been active in several local clubs, and is currently an advisor for the Colorado State Beekeeping Association. Quote: “7 had a great time at ABF last year and can't wait to attend
this year as a delegate.”

We have several sponsors that are local beekeeping associations and we would like to acknowledge them too.

TorpeTiny
HERREERERS e Tampa Bay Beekeepers Association (TBBA) has been a sponsor of ABF for over three years. They exist to promote responsible beekeeping. One of their aims is to encourage new people into this fascinating craft and
to assist beekeepers by providing contact with experienced beekeepers who can help you get started, by running introductory courses, supporting and mentoring beekeepers through their first year, giving advice on the purchase of
equipment and providing a local association as a focal point for members.

Established in 1930, Hampden County Beekeepers, has been a sponsor for over two years. Their objective is for the advancement of apiculture and the mutual help of their members. They hold monthly
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meetings, a yearly bee school for beginners, and participate in the Agriculture Fair each year where they educate and inform the public about bees and beekeeping. Besides displaying and selling their honey products, they pass out
informative flyers and discuss the life and finctions of bees with a live observation hive!

Every state and local association may become a state sponsor. We offer four state sponsorship packages each with different benefits. - Select the sponsorship level that best suits your association and contribute whatever amount the
organization is able. For questions, contact us at abfiet.orgi@gmail. com

[State Association Sponsorship Level Bronze | Silver Gold Platinum
\Annual Contribution s;zT;_ 3324-’:;- sss;;c;_ $1,000 +
[Sponsorship Benefit per Year
Organization recognition and website link on ABF website Yes Yes Yes Yes
Organization recognition at ABF Conference & Tradeshow Yes Yes Yes Yes
Recognition on ABF Conference & Tradeshow badge Yes Yes Yes ‘Yes
Meetings promoted on upcoming events calendar Yes Yes Yes Yes
Members receive ABF E-Buzz newsletter Yes Yes Yes Yes
Permission to play recorded webinar(s) at meeting 1 2 3 4
Permission to reprint ABF articles in newsletter Yes Yes Yes
IAssistance in identifying presenters by topic and expertise Yes Yes
President receives ABF legislative updates Yes Yes
irtual presentation(s) facilitated by ABF 1 2
[Two adult registrations to ABF Conference & Tradeshow ‘Yes

State Events

If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members, please send it to Debbie Seib at seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com.

Here are some state events in November - December:

November 1-2 Wisconsin Honey Producers Association Fall Conference
November 1-2 Colorado State Beekeepers Association Winter Meeting
November 8-9 Kansas Honey Producers Fall Conference

November 8-9 Illinois State Beekeepers Association Fall Meeting
November 9 Kentucky State Beekeepers Association Fall Conference

November 15-16 Texas Beekeepers Association Conference
November 19-21 California State Beekeepers Association Annual Convention
December 12-13 Idaho Honey Conference

If you would like more information about the ABF State Delegates Assembly or about state sponsorships, contact Debbie Seib at seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com. If you are a State Delegate and would like ABF
information to share at your event, send an email including esti d numbers to abfnet.org@gmail.com. Please give us three weeks notice.

Regards,
Debbie Seib, Chair
ABF State Delegates Assembly

ABF 2025 Conference and Trade Show

SAVE THE DATE

2025 American
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Federation
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Exciting Conference News...

On our way to Reno for our 82"4 ABF Conference and Tradeshow. We will have four full days of educational sessions and workshops targeting all levels of beekeeping. Our keynote speakers are well known in the industry across the
US and the World. You’ll hear from Dr. Marla Spivak fiom University of Minnesota, Dr. Geoff Williams from Auburn University, and Dr. Scott McArt from Comell University. If you'd like to see the inner workings of American
Beekeeping Federation (ABF), join us on Tuesday for the committee meetings. You may find a committee you’re interested in and would like to serve on.

You may register online or print and mail ina form. See our entire schedule on our website at: https/abfhet.org/2025-abf-conference/

Note: If you want the membership discount, you must be a member before you register. If you're a current member, your dues must be paid through at least January 11, 2025. You may renew your dues at the same time if your dues
expiration date is before January 11, 2025.

The Tuesday and Wednesday dinners are included in your registration fee. Just be sure you select 'Yes' or 'No' if you are attending or not.

Pre-registration will close on December 26, 2024 but we do allow walk-ins. Go to our website for the link to the registration page. https//abfhet.org/2025-abf-conference/
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Early Bird Rates Eegular Rates On-Site Rates

Registration July 5 - October 31,2024 | Now 1 - Dec 26, 2024
Member |Non-Memb: Member |Non-Member [Memt Non-Membey
[ndividual Registrants Full Conference 524500 $305.00) $295.00 $335.00) $345.00]  5405.00)

Individual Registrants Day Rate $130.00) $190.00) $173.00 $215.00] $200.00] $240.00)
Student and Educator $60.00)

Notes:
* 10 percent dizcount for active military and first responders

‘We have online forklift certification on Thursday and Friday with the partnership ofa vendor, we’ll have a follow up driving forklift certification. A few attendees will be able to attend the honey show judging training and seats are still left
for the encaustic painting workshop.

Approximately 50 attendees will be able to attend a 3-hour professional development workshop that focuses on demystifying the legislative process and teaches beekeepers how to make meaningfil connections with local and state
policymakers. We will break down the steps and simplify the process, so you feel more empowered and prepared to engage effectively with legislators and their staff; who can, in turn, introduce new policies that support bee-fiiendly
practices. The One Hive Foundation is offering travel grants of up to $2,500 for workshop attendees. If you are interested in applying, please email Gioia at gperugini@hembar.com for more information.

With over 35,000 square feet of vendor space, we have lots of room in our expo hall and have already confirmed 55 vendors. They will be displaying and selling their latest items. We have sponsorships open, ads available, and a few
booths still available. If you wish to participate in our tradeshow, download our 2025 prospectus or contact Regina Robuck, Director of Partnership Relations, by ermail at partnershiprelations @abfnet.org.

You may reserve your roomat the Peppermill Resort Spa by calling the hotel directly at 866-821-9996 or use this link. The discounted rate is $120 a night (plus applicable tax, fees, and a $10 resort fee). The hotel is located on 2707
South Virginia St., Reno, NV 89502. Parking is free and there is a complimentary shuttle to and from the Reno-Tahoe International Airport.

NOTE: Unauthorized solicitors may contact you by phone or email. Attendees should call the hotel directly and ignore all other emails sent to you or phone calls.

If you have any questions, send an email to Debbie Seib at abfhet.org@gmail.com

Honey Queen Buzz

I
October continues the fair season for the American Honey Queen Program! It’s time to celebrate harvests — the most exciting of all is the honey harvest! October starts out with a bang each year with a variety of fantastic promotions!

Travels took the Queens throughout the New England region as well as to the west. Kaelyn and Lainey celebrated honey bees and their products at the Fryeburg Fair in Maine, the Oregon Ridge Nature Center in Maryland, and the
Topsfield Fair in Massachusetts. Each of these events highlighted this year’s honey crops, showing guests and visitors exactly how honey gets from the hive to the bottle and the other products of the hive, such as beeswax, and how
consumers routinely use these products. Extracting demonstrations, candle rolling, and honey sales are the big highlights of these events. These fairs and festivals also bring many children and field trips to learn about agriculture, so the
Queens also had many speaking opportunities for the ABF.

In addition to these great events, the Queens reentered the classroom setting for school presentations in Montana, Maine, New Hampshire, and Wisconsin. Thousands of students learned about the importance of commercial beekeeping
in the United States and how the industry is a vital component to the food supply chain. Kaelyn participated in Ag in the Classroom presentations in Montana along with other agricultural commodities, showing the interconnectivity among
agricultural industries. Lainey made a stop in New Hampshire, a state not visited by the American Honey Queen Program in over 10 years, teaching children about honey bee pollination in the berry industry in the New England region.

Finally, state conventions are back in full swing, and stops were made at both the Montana State Beekeepers Association and Maine State Beekeepers Association meetings. Kaelyn and Lainey updated the groups on their work for the
ABF and the national industry this year, along with how women can apply for this internship opportunity.

The American Honey Queen Committee is receiving full applications for the positions 0f2025 American Honey Queen and Princess this month. If you know of someone in your state interested in this position, visit the ABF website for
more details on how to apply. We are eager to meet state honey queens from around the country at the ABF convention in Reno. Stay tuned for more details on how you can support our future representatives at the convention and
throughout the upcoming year!

If you are interested in scheduling Queen Kaelyn or Princess Lainey for a presentation, promotion, or a virtual presentation before January, contact me at honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or at 414.545.5514. Happy promoting!
Kids and Bees Education Expo

‘Welcome to Reno, Nevada!
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We are thrilled to welcome the American Beekeeping Federation's annual conference to Reno, Nevada—known as "The Biggest Little City in the World." As a hub of innovation and natural beauty, Reno offers the perfect backdrop for
this gathering of beekeepers, researchers, and enthusiasts from across the nation.

With a rich tradition of environmental stewardship, Reno is proud to host this year’s convention to celebrate the vital role that bees play in our ecosystems and agriculture. As home to the Biggest Little Bee City, a Bee City USA affiliate,
Reno is deeply committed to pollinator conservation and creating sustainable habitats for bees.

We are especially excited to host the Kids and Bees Education Expo on Saturday, January 11, 9:00 AM through 11:30 AM, at the Reno Peppermill! Hundreds of local kids and their escorts will be mvited to explore the fascinating
world of bees, beekeeping, and honey through hands-on activities, making this event a highlight of the conference. As in previous years, we will have over a dozen stations set up in the massive Capri Ballroom at Peppermill, with
attendant docents demonstrating various aspects of beekeeping, including the benefits of honey bee pollination, the life of'a beekeeper, honey bee biology (with microscopes), face-painting, honey tasting and live honey bees in an
observation hive!

You can be a docent! We still need volunteers from the beekeeping world to help make this event a memorable experience for the young minds that will attend. If you would like to volunteer your time and knowledge, please email
Louann Housner at intimarathoner2 1 @gmail. com

‘We look forward to welcoming you to Reno, and we hope you take the time to enjoy our city's natural wonders, vibrant arts scene, and local attractions.

- Ray Hopper, Biggest Little Bee City Treasurer

American Honey Show

Now that the honey harvest is complete and you're preparing for winter, you may find a few extra free minutes in your schedule. It is a great time to start thinking about and preparing for the American Honey Show which will be held during our
conference in Reno in January. Time is your friend when it comes to preparing honey and wax entries for competition. No matter what shade of honey your bees produced, there is a class for you to enter. Judges will be looking for clarity,
cleanliness, consistency, and conformation with the rules. If you can't drive to Reno, get your entries prepared early and ship them off to meet you there. It's both fun and educational to participate in a honey show--give it a try!

Make sure you read the rules carefully: https:/abfnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/2025ABFHoneyShowRules Final. pdf

—
@

National
Honey
Board®

The Queen has Spoken: NHB Announces the Best New Products with Honey

This year's Queen's Choice Award winners are representative of a robust new product development boom, with cereals, bakery and snacks leading sweetened-with-honey releases this year, followed closely by sauces and seasonings.*
Each winner found inspiration in honey’s ability to elevate flavor, fimctionality and consumer appeal. The Queen’s Choice Award recognizes these product development achievements and the research and development tears that brought
them to market.

2024 Queen's Choice Award Winners:
Honey Nut PEP Bar — Step Change Innovations, LI.C
Cold Brew Lattes and Coffees — Beekeeper Coffee
Daily Defense and Peace, Love, Energy — Cloud Water Brands
Sara Lee Honey Butter Half Loaf Bread — Bimbo Bakeries USA
Alexia Hot Honey Carrots — Conagra Brands, Inc.

‘Wheaties Protein Honey Pecan — General Mills, Inc.

Japanese Barbecue Sauce Sweet Honey — Bachan's, Inc.
Hidden Valley Ranch Hot Honey Ranch — The Clorox Company
Habanero Honey Mustard Pepper Sauce & Condiment — Melinda's Foods
*Based on Innova Market Insights data for the period between August 1, 2023, and July 1, 2024.

Congratulations to all Queen’s Choice Awards winners. Do you make or know of'a new and exciting product with honey? Email keith@honey.com for more information on next year's Queen's Choice Awards.

Image Credit: National Honey Board
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RECIPE for October

Fall is officially here, bringing chilly mornings, deep colors, and bold flavors. From colorful gourds to crisp apples and sweet honey, the autumn harvest is certainly one to be celebrated. In honor of the new season, we’re sharing
one of our favorite fall recipes that feature honey bee-pollinated ingredients and remind us of why we love this time of year.

Herbed Turkey Breast

INGREDIENTS:

. - 1/2 cup - honey
1/4 cup - orange juice
2 T - butter or margarine, melted
1 1/2 tsp. - dried sage
1 tsp. - dried thyme
1 clove - garlic, minced
3/4 tsp. - salt
1/4 tsp. - pepper

1 - boneless, skinless turkey breast, about 2 Ibs.

DIRECTIONS:
Preheat broiler. Position oven rack 6 inches from heat source.
Combine honey, orange juice, butter, sage, thyme, garlic, salt and pepper.
Place turkey breast on rack set in broiler pan. Brush with some of honey mixture. Broil, brushing frequently with remaining mixture, turning turkey once, until no longer pink inside, about 40 minutes.
Let stand 5 minutes before slicing.

Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board. For more honey recipes, visit honey.com.
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