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President's Message

Why attend a conference you may ask? A good friend once said to me, “when you become a business owner you become a part of an industry. 

How much you want to give to that industry and get back from the industry is up to you.”  I will share with you a personal story of why I think it is

important and some details of things to come in Reno, Nevada 2025! 

As I write this article, fall weather can be felt in the air.  We have all our honey supers off and will soon have them all extracted.  Mite treatments

have been applied to each hive and we will continue to check their brood nest for adequate feed and cluster size.   This year’s pollination and honey

crop will not be enough to make up for the low honey prices and the increased expenses we all are facing.  We, like all of you, are busy sharpening

the pencil to figure out how to make it to pollination and on into summer 2025.  Labor, feed, freight, supplies--we cannot cut those so how will we

get this year to balance?  This is not new for Lance and me as we started out with a very humble business building it from his 56 hives in college to

our company managing 7,000 colonies today.  Drought and grasshoppers plagued our first seven years which found us going backward financially

and needing to borrow more money each year.   We were members of the Montana State Beekeepers Association and the American Beekeeping

Federation (ABF).  We were attending the annual Montana State meetings, and they were looking for who they would send to the ABF Conference

as Montana’s state delegate.  Lance was voted to be one and we were to attend our 1st ABF conference.  This financial commitment was huge for

us!  Although the schedule was not nearly as diverse and fun as they are currently, we were amazed.  I don’t remember exactly what all we learned

that first year, but I do know every year we have come home with either a new practical trick for the bee yard, a great idea for a lift, a new pallet

design and more and always a new business contact.  All the venders we do business with we were able to establish personal relationships with

from visiting with them during the American Beekeeping Federation Trade Show.  The very unexpected bonus is the life long friends throughout the

United States and other countries.  



Jump in with both feet when you join us at the Peppermill Resort Spa & Casino, Reno Nevada.  January 7-11, 2025.  This beautiful convention

center and hotel have a lot to offer all of us.  Great free parking for those that are driving and free airport shuttle for those flying!  Get onto the ABF

website and check out our registration and schedule https://www.abfnet.org/2025-abf-conference 

Plan to arrive Tuesday so you can get registered and attend the first night dinner and social.  This is one of two dinners and evening activities that is

part of your registration so be sure to mark “yes” for both of those dinners when you register.    Wednesday morning, bring any auction item for

fund raising events and your honey show entries.   Information on the honey show rules can also be found on the website

http://www.abfnet.org/american-honey-show/ 

From the beginner beekeeper with one hive to the beekeeper with 40,000 hives and including all the different areas of beekeeping, ABF is here to

represent you.  The conference committee has worked hard to put a program together that will reach each of you. Our distinguished keynote

speakers will be:  Dr. Marla Spivak from the University of Minnesota, Dr. Geoff Williams from Auburn University, and Dr. Scott McArt from

Cornell University.

You will not want to miss Thursday morning when Project Apis m highlights a morning of research projects followed by a luncheon.  Be sure to sign

up for the luncheon. 

We will have legislative updates, USDA updates including Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) and Agricultural Research Service

(ARS).  The ABF American Honey Queen Program will have many opportunities for you to see what has been going on with our great USA honey

promotion travels and outreach, check out the schedule to join in.  The ABF Foundation for Preservation of Honey Bees will be presenting their

scholarship winners; be sure to get tickets for the luncheon on Friday.  The Saturday morning Commercial Breakfast is always a great gathering and

helps fund research.   We are pleased to have the Apiary Inspectors of American (AIA) and the American Bee Research Conference (ABRC) as

they join us and provide the opportunity for our attendees to listen to their speakers.   

As you can see, ABF has a lot planned for a great conference.  I am excited to meet you in Reno, Nevada.  I hope this helps you with your

registration and be sure to register before October 31, 2024, and get the early bird discount. 

See you soon.

Patty Sundberg, President

State Delegates Updates

The State Delegates Assembly held it’s second to the last meeting for 2024.  Our last meeting will be Tuesday, November 12, 2024.  We’ll
have someone from the Pollinator Stewardship Council as our guest speaker.  

Margaret Lombard from the National Honey Board (NHB) was our guest speaker at our September meeting.  Margaret started keeping bees
in the mid 80s, was the Vice President of Marketing for Raley's Supermarkets and the Vice President of Shopper Marketing for a national
advertising agency.  She has a Bachelor of Science from the University of California Davis and a Master of Business Administration from
California State University Sacramento. She gave a very informative presentation that the State Delegates were able to share with members
in their state.

Meet the Delegates
With the increase in our membership, we now have 77 delegates.  The number of delegates each state is entitled to is based on this formula:

State Sponsorships

Montana State Beekeepers Association is a Gold State Sponsor.  The Montana State Beekeepers Association was founded
in 1915.  In 1919, they held their fifth annual meeting in Billings.  Beekeepers were growing in numbers due to the shortage of sugar caused
by WWI.   Montana typically ranks in the top five U.S. states for honey production.  There are currently about 650 registered beekeepers in
Montana spanning over four different classifications; commercial, landowner, hobbyist and pollination. With 12 ABF members in Montana,
they are certainly doing their best to keep that up.  Montana’s Apiary Inspector is Alyssa Piccolomini.   Every state may become a state
sponsor.  We offer four state sponsorship packages each with different benefits.   Select the sponsorship level that best suits your state
association and contribute whatever amount the organization is able. For questions, contact us at abfnet.org@gmail.com.

https://www.abfnet.org/2025-abf-conference
http://www.abfnet.org/american-honey-show/


S ta te  E v e n ts      

If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members, please send it to Debbie Seib at
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com.  

Here are some state events in October - December:       

October 17-18 Montana Beekeepers Meeting

October 19 Michigan Beekeepers Association Fall Conference

October 25-26 The Beekeepers of Indiana Fall Conference

October 25-26 Ohio State Beekeepers Association Fall Conference

October 25-26 Iowa Honey Producers Association Fall Conference

October 25-27 Oregon State Beekeepers Association Fall Conference

October 26 Missouri State Beekeepers Conference

November 1-2 Colorado State Beekeepers Association Winter Meeting

November 1-2 Wisconsin Honey Producers Association Fall Convention

November 8-9 Illinois State Beekeepers Association Fall Meeting

November 8-9 Kansas Honey Producers Fall Conference

November 9 Kentucky State Beekeepers Association Fall Conference

November 15-16 Texas Beekeepers Association Conference

November 19-21 California State Beekeepers Association Annual Convention

December 12-13 Idaho Honey Conference

If you would like more information about the ABF State Delegates Assembly or about state sponsorships, contact Debbie Seib at
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com. If you are a State Delegate and would like ABF information to share at your event, send an email
including estimated numbers to abfnet.org@gmail.com.  Please give us three weeks notice.

Regards,
Debbie Seib, Chair
ABF State Delegates Assembly

ABF 2025 Conference and Trade Show

https://www.facebook.com/groups/760355480971159/
https://www.michiganbees.org/
https://thebeekeepersofindiana.com/fall-conference/
https://ohiostatebeekeepers.org/fall-conference/
https://www.iowahoneyproducers.org/
https://orsba.org/event-5769969
https://www.mobees.org/events/beeconf2024/
https://coloradobeekeepers.org/events/winter-meeting-2024/
https://wihoney.org/2024/08/10/whpa-2024-fall-convention-comes-to-onalaska/
https://www.ilsba.com/summary-of-events.html
https://www.kansashoneyproducers.org/bi-annual-meetings
https://kybees.org/2024-Fall-Conference
https://texasbeekeepers.org/annual-convention-2024/
https://www.californiastatebeekeepers.com/convention/
http://www.idahohoney.org/conference.html
http://seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com
http://abfnet.org@gmail.com


E x c it in g  C o n fe r e n c e  N e w s . . .                    

We have over 60 registrants for our 82nd ABF Conference and Tradeshow.  You may register online or print and mail in a form.  Along with three

great keynote speakers: Dr. Marla Spivak from University of Minnesota, Dr. Geoff Williams from Auburn University, and Dr. Scott McArt from

Cornell University, we have four full days of education sessions and workshops for all levels of beekeeping.  See our entire schedule on our website

at: https://abfnet.org/2025-abf-conference/. Don’t let time get away as early bird rates end October 31st. Pre-registration will close on December

26, 2024 but we do allow walk-ins. Go to our website for the link to the registration page.  https://abfnet.org/2025-abf-conference/

 

The Apiary Inspectors of America will meet Monday, January 6 – Wednesday, January 8, 2025.  These are closed sessions; however, on
Tuesday evening in the Tuscany Foyer, they will be sharing posters from different states.  Remember, state inspectors are our first line of
defense for pests, diseases, and colony-related issues.  Stop by and meet your apiary inspector.

Thursday morning will kick off with a special event by Project Apis m.  We’ll hear from researchers they’ve sponsored and how Project Apis m
actually helps our industry.  They will also have a luncheon with a Game Show as a ticketed event.

You’ll want to attend the Thursday offsite evening event at at the National Automobile Museum (ticketed event).  The National Automobile
Museum (The Harrah Collection) has a “Wow!” factor you don’t often find in a museum. You’ll see more than 200 eye-popping cars with
authentic street scenes and sounds. The facades bring displays to life; a hardware store here, a movie theatre there, which accompany
artifacts from each era.  To make it even more memorable, image seeing your name on the front of a beautiful or unique car.  For a small
fee, you can be one of seven cardboard license plates within the museum to be on a specific car. You will get to choose that car. It will be first
come, first served. As a BONUS, you will be able to take the license plate with you!

Join us on Friday morning for the Honey Awareness Breakfast (ticketed event).  This breakfast is to connect those interested in learning,
supporting, and sharing best practices for marketing honey and the beekeeping industry through local businesses and organizations.
Included within this breakfast is the American Honey Queen & Princess Year in Review and a marketing presentation from all applicants for
the 2025 national spokesperson role.

https://www.findjoo.com/POS/Widget/7b2c3e95-235a-44b9-890c-afdc015ab7ed?editId=7f812848-4068-49fe-bc1c-cf99385f6566&hideBookings=true&hideCourses=true&hideProducts=true&time=1736254800000
https://abfnet.org/2025-abf-conference/
https://abfnet.org/2025-abf-conference/


The Friday luncheon is hosted by the Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees.  The mission of the Foundation for the Preservation of
Honey Bees is to preserve and protect honey bees to ensure a quality food supply and environment. Come to the luncheon and you’ll hear
from foundation scholarship winners and our 4-H essay winners.

You may begin reserving your room at the Peppermill Resort Spa by calling the hotel directly at 866-821-9996 or use this link.  The
discounted rate is $120 a night (plus applicable tax, fees, and a $10 resort fee). The hotel is located on 2707 South Virginia St., Reno, NV
89502.  Parking is free and there is a complimentary shuttle to and from the Reno-Tahoe International Airport. 

NOTE: Unauthorized solicitors may contact you by phone or email.   Attendees should call the hotel directly and ignore all other
emails sent to you or phone calls. 

With over 35,000 square feet of vendor space, we have lots of room in our Expo Hall and have already confirmed 55 vendors.  If you wish to
participate in our tradeshow, download our 2025 Prospectus or contact Regina K. Robuck, Director of Partnership Relations, by email at
partnershiprelations@abfnet.org. If you have any questions, send an email to Debbie Seib at abfnet.org@gmail.com.

Honey Queen Buzz

Happy National Honey Month!  September is one of the best months of the year for honey promotions, and this year was no exception!  Queen

Kaelyn and Princess Lainey marketed our products to consumers in seven states in September.

Fairs and festivals were the predominant promotion into September, with continued work at the Nebraska State Fair, the Big E in Massachusetts,

the Lithopolis Honey Festival, and Maine Bee Fest.  At these events, the Queens sold honey and beeswax products, demonstrated ways consumers

can use the product, and connected consumers to the industry and their daily lives.  At these events, with the use of the media, their honey recipe

brochures, stage speaking opportunities, and other events throughout the fairgrounds, the Queens reach hundreds of thousands of people each year

while increasing honey sales for local and state organizations.  Consider inviting the Queen or Princess to your next fair!

In addition to the one- or two-day festival events, the Queens keep active promoting some of these events several days prior through a mix of

interviews, school presentations, and community presentations to groups like 4-H, FFA, Lions Clubs, and senior centers.  Just like with

volunteering, people love a personal invitation to an event, so having the Honey Queen and Princess publicize your event in your community in

advance is a great way to increase attendance. 

National Honey Month promotions would be incomplete without visits to local schools, and this occurred in Pennsylvania, with several visits in the

greater Pittsburgh area.  Students are often studying insects and ecosystems in September, so presentations about honeybees fit right in.  Consider

offering presentations in your area schools in September, noting National Honey Month in your pitch! 

We have several busy months ahead with even more honey and honeybee promotions and educational events.  If you are interested in scheduling

Queen Kaelyn or Princess Lainey for your event, contact me at honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or at 414.545.5514.  Happy National Honey Month

promoting!

Discovering Beekeeping in Moldova

Hello Beekeepers

This past August, my dear friend Veniamin Kovylyak, and I embarked on a journey to his native land of Moldova. It was an incredible experience

—immersing ourselves in the rich tapestry of this former Soviet Republic.  I was able to witness old soviet type architecture, drank well water from

a bucket in my friend’s childhood village, and one of the most notable things we did was interacting with the local beekeepers there. Growing up in

Westfield, MA, among many Slavic immigrants, I had always understood that beekeeping and honey were integral parts of Eastern European

culture, but our trip deepened my appreciation for its significance.

As commercial beekeepers, Veniamin and I eagerly sought out opportunities to connect with local beekeepers. On our first day in Chișinău, we

https://book.passkey.com/event/50747565/owner/7268/home
https://abfnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/2025_ABF_ExhibtorSponsor_Prospectus_FinalV5_07112024.pdf
partnershiprelations@abfnet.org
abfnet.org@gmail.com
mailto:honeyqueen99@hotmail.com


spotted a sign for a beekeeping supply and honey store, which piqued our curiosity. Inside, we found many familiar items, but it was fascinating to

learn that many local beekeepers use Langstroth hives of larger dimensions than those typically seen in the U.S.

Traveling onward to Veniamin’s home village, a small settlement of around 250 people, we passed vast expanses of agricultural land, primarily

dedicated to grapes and sunflowers. Historically, Moldova was the wine-producing capital of the USSR, and the vineyards we observed were just a

fraction of what once existed. In the village, it didn’t take long to encounter beehives; the yard adjacent to his family’s home housed about 30

colonies. As we explored the area, I was surprised to discover over 150 hives in such a small community.

While strolling past the local cemetery, where an extended family had gathered for photos, I met my first commercial beekeeper. He shared insights

about the challenges beekeepers face in Moldova, noting that many are abandoning their hives due to low profit margins and rising feed costs. Being

a landlocked country between Romania and Ukraine, Moldova has an oversaturated honey market, leaving beekeepers reliant on exports for

income.

Later that day, I visited this Moldavian beekeeper’s primary location, where I learned that instead of keeping hives on pallets, they utilize trailers or

platforms that can be raised to allow for easy transport to different apiary sites. I also marveled at a nearby mountain range filled with honey-

producing locust trees, though I was informed that, much like in Western Massachusetts and Northern Connecticut, rain often coincides with the

bloom. In addition to the expansive ranges of locust trees and sunflower fields, the area boasted an abundance of basswood/linden trees, a

significant nectar source too.

The following day, after exploring the independently governed, Russian-backed region of Moldova called Transnistria, we visited another beekeeper

of 350 colonies who was extracting honey inside a semi-trailer. I learned about the various challenges they face. One surprising obstacle was the

scarcity and high cost of wood in Moldova. To adapt, this beekeeper framed their boxes using 1x2 lumber wrapped in sheet metal, with insulation

filling most of the structure.

Impressively, on average, they produce around 260 pounds of honey per hive, with much of the honey sourced from the expansive sunflower fields.

As our mini tour concluded, other beekeepers joined us, and we shared delightful conversations over freshly cut melons.

This experience highlighted that, despite being an ocean and three-quarters of a continent away, Moldovan beekeepers confront many of the same

challenges we face in the U.S. However, their margins for profit are much tighter, compounded by unique economic issues. Overall, the trip was an

unforgettable experience, and the opportunity to connect with fellow bee enthusiasts made it all the more special. 

Bill Crawford, Director



 

The National Honey Board Enlists New Voice For Honey Saves Hives Campaign

The National Honey Board (NHB) is buzzing with excitement to partner with Hilary Kearney, the beekeeper behind Girl Next Door Honey,

as part of its 2024 Honey Saves Hives program! Now in its fifth year, Honey Saves Hives is a year-round educational campaign that brings

together beekeepers, food manufacturers, retail bakers, chefs and foodies to celebrate the beautiful and essential relationship between honey,

honey bees and our broader food ecosystem.



Founded in 2012 in San Diego, California, Girl Next Door Honey focuses on bee-centric programs such as natural beekeeping classes,

apiary management, classroom presentations, beehive tours, live bee removal and more. Hilary’s beekeeping adventures and unique business

model have inspired people all around the world. She is the author of the beekeeping blog Beekeeping Like A Girl and maintains a popular

Instagram account. Her writing on bees has appeared in Modern Farmer and Grit magazines and her work has been the subject of features in

Huffington Post, Vogue, Mother Earth News, and other outlets.

When she’s not rescuing bees, teaching about bees, photographing bees or managing one of her fifty colonies… she’s sleeping and dreaming

of bees. Her new book Heart of the Hive dives deep into honey bee behavior and hit shelves just in time for National Honey Month on

September 3rd. If you are interested in purchasing her new book find the link here. Hilary will be taking her expertise to the Pennsylvania

State Beekeepers Association’s Fall 2024 Conference where she will be presenting on the following topics:  Hive Inspection, Apis Scutellata

(“Africanized”) Bees, 10 Mistakes Beekeepers Make Honey Bee Behavior.  Interested in seeing her in action? View the full conference

agenda here.

We are excited to have Hilary join this campaign and for the opportunity to leverage her platform and unique voice to tell the beekeeping

story within the Honey Saves Hives ecosystem. You can follow her beekeeping journey on Instagram at @girlnextdoorhoney.

Image Credit:  Hiliary Kearney

RECIPE for September

https://www.pastatebeekeepers.org/event-5838942


Fall is officially here, bringing chilly mornings, deep colors, and bold flavors. From colorful gourds to crisp apples and sweet honey, the
autumn harvest is certainly one to be celebrated. In honor of the new season, we’re sharing one of our favorite fall recipes that feature honey-
bee-pollinated ingredients and remind us of why we love this time of year.

 

B u t te rn u t  S q u a s h  a n d  P o m e g ra n a te  C ro s t in i  w ith  W h ip p e d  F e ta  a n d                                           

H o n e y   

 
INGREDIENTS:

Olive oil cooking spray

1 - baguette, sliced diagonally 1/4-inch thick (about 24 pieces)

1 lb. - butternut squash, cubed (1/2-inch cubes)

8 oz. - feta cheese, crumbled

1/4 cup - whipped cream cheese

1/4 tsp. - ground black pepper

Seeds from 1 pomegranate

1/4 cup - fresh mint leaves, chopped

Honey, for drizzling

DIRECTIONS:

Preheat oven to 350°F.

Lightly spray two rimmed baking pans with cooking spray. Place baguette slices on one prepared pan; lightly spray with cooking spray. Place
squash on other prepared pan; lightly spray with cooking spray. Transfer both pans to oven; bake bread 8 to 10 minutes or until crisp (turning
once), and squash 20 to 25 minutes or until golden brown and tender (stirring once). Allow bread and squash to cool before assembling
crostini.

Meanwhile, place feta, cream cheese and pepper in bowl of food processor fitted with knife blade attachment. Process 3 to 5 minutes or until
very smooth; scraping down sides of bowl occasionally.

To serve, spread each piece of toasted bread with 2 tsp. whipped feta. Divide roasted squash and pomegranate arils over feta. Sprinkle with
mint and drizzle with honey; serve immediately

Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board.  For more honey recipes, visit honey.com.

https://www.honey.com/
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Phone:  317-503-0583

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nDZ1g8xZ-zr0r0wErDZTpUqdwTaj0Ux5rGFJvkEMgYKv5QlkaEw0MO4f73UKI-4QyuuMgau_qqhBuPlaMZBqSBtStQPPwHeNsgw9pGA7j9XL7NNxitGUKBJVMscvKj4JBkgB7A7iToLJzGC7-OEKf7ABPcQc6eCEUnyIvWq3uQ8bitsObpqPFEPFQ1zYtMhA&c=NKHwDhX7S5iYVo-YGtIsZBQAjaGX85GJc4nl6py3i1qx9YIblMmyzA==&ch=bBTsWCOL7hfATA68RbEArTKbMfMO1K1aHytoOVmF5dPMJt7P4qB5_g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nDZ1g8xZ-zr0r0wErDZTpUqdwTaj0Ux5rGFJvkEMgYKv5QlkaEw0MDduX8oMzrhePcgdzqgL3H1n8y_gSN7PB1DC-mZFSKZf2ykE2gXTUi6DVOglp2uR6P4LICRE9gIvO8QXlVdOmrCOlwGxs6gNeocXQiBeWxo5SoGqhLHhBlc2ubsk3WtVrpCsqVk8qqj8&c=NKHwDhX7S5iYVo-YGtIsZBQAjaGX85GJc4nl6py3i1qx9YIblMmyzA==&ch=bBTsWCOL7hfATA68RbEArTKbMfMO1K1aHytoOVmF5dPMJt7P4qB5_g==
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