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Vice-President's Message

Speak Up And Let Your Voice Be Heard
 
So you're sitting at a table with seven other people and as you get to know
each other, depending on the event, the conversation starts with 'Where do
you live?', Do you have any children?', and ultimately ends 'What do you do
for a living or 'What is your favorite hobby?' 
 
It seems no matter what others do for a living or a hobby, the minute you
say you're a beekeeper, all eyes are on you.  How did you get started?  How
long have you been a beekeeper? And of course, the always How many
times have you been stung?
 
No matter how long you have been keeping bees or how many colonies you
have, you are a spokesperson for our industry.  There are so many
fascinating stories you can share to peak their interests, perhaps getting
one of them to become a beekeeper.   
 
Don't let the opportunity pass you by.  Use this chance to share the love you
have for our remarkable honey bees.  It's possible you are connecting with
someone who may be in a position to help our industry in the future.
 
Just as you speak up, you should get involved in surveys that affect our
industry as well.  Every voice counts.
 
Participate in the US Beekeeping Survey at: https://aub.ie/colonysurvey
Sign on to letters of Support for our USDA-ARS Researchers
Sign petitions to protect our pollinators from harmful pesticides!
 
These were sent in April and may close April 30th, but some have been left
open for a few more days.

 
 
 

https://members.easternapiculture.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=lcF2cBUk4BV4FLQ4wFAXu2n8rAgdZCVgQyuNSimjf4E4kiYqPASy%2byeptzPid%2fJm2cdFOZ%2blJfTkHIotxoaJIm90usRFRI0VdW6v9wft3pM%3d
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOUnQ3q2KRQbwbwkHQUewBFxMU1L2saTsz1yi9vliL9GKaBQ/viewform?pli=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEN7BMBA0u3uDp3wlpXyP8PhEMLmXQqIEJ2lblrE_eYNmcEA/viewform


 
Be that one voice, one industry.
 
If you have any questions, you may contact me at
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com or 317-432-9578

MEET ONE OF OUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Bret Adee, Commercial Shared Interest Group (SIG) Director

Bret Adee is a third generation beekeeper from Bruce, South Dakotathat
sends thousands of hives to California for Almond pollination.  In 1957,
Bret's dad and uncle began Adee Honey Farms. Bret, along with other
family members, runs the company.
 
Bret is a founding member of the Pollinator Stewardship Council and served
as board president from 2014 to 2020.  He has also served on the National
Honey Bee Advisory Board, was a founding member of the Pollinator
Defense Fund, was the secretary treasurer for the South Dakota
Beekeepers Association, and served as Region 3 Alternate for the National
Honey Board.

State Delegates Assembly Update

Why are you so important? State Delegates are critical to the American
Beekeeping Federation. Our state delegates have a responsibility to ensure
that the concerns and challenges of their States beekeepers are elevated to
have a voice in our industry.
 
As beekeepers we face many challenges. Sometimes those challenges
appear to only affect you and your local state beekeepers. Perhaps
challenges related to regulations and policies, economics, or climate and
environmental concerns. On the surface these challenges appear to affect
only your local state beekeepers, but more often than not the impact of
these challenges facing one State is also impacting beekeepers in
surrounding states, region or even nationally. Our State delegates have the
opportunity to share one another’s concerns and discuss solutions or hear
how other states have resolved similar issues. ABF gives us an opportunity
to have a bigger and more influential voice for concerns and challenges in
our industry that are impacting the beekeepers throughout the US.
 
State Delegates you give a voice to your States Beekeepers in our industry.
Our ABF State Delegate Committee is here to listen to your concerns and
look forward to serving you and the needs of your State Beekeepers. 
 

State/Local Sponsors

If your state or local association would like to become a
Sponsor, Click here to download the sponsorship
application for state/local beekeeping associations.

State Events
If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members,
please send it to Jaydee Burns at burnsboyshoney@gmail.com.
 
Here are some state events happening in June:

June 7      Northeastern Kansas Beekeepers Association Funday
Expo
June 7       New Jersey Beekeepers Association Sprint Meeting
June 7       Oregon State Beekeepers Three Legged Stool
June13/14 Colorado State Beekeepers Association Summer Bee
June 14     Massachusetts Field Day
June 14     Wisconsin Honey Producers Association Summer Mtg

https://abfnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Current-state-sponsorship-application-form.pdf
https://www.nekba.org
https://njbeekeepers.org/
https://bg-bees.com/three-legged-stool/
https://coloradobeekeepers.org/events/summer-bee-college-2025/
https://www.massbee.org
https://wihoney.org/meetings-and-events/whpa-summer-meeting/


June 21     The Beekeepers of Indiana Purdue Field Day
June 21     Texas Beekeepers Association Summer Meeting
June 21     Massachusetts Beekeepers Association Bee Field Day

If you are a State Delegate and would like ABF information to share at your
event, send an email including estimated numbers to
abfnet.org@gmail.com. Please give us three weeks notice.

2026 ABF Conference and Tradeshow

We are off to a new start for our 2026 ABF Conference and Tradeshow that
will be held in Mobile, Alabama January 6th through the 10th.  We have
many changes this year and are eagerly looking forward to another great
conference.
 
Dr. Priyadarshini (Priya) Chakrabarti Basu with Washington State University
and Dr. Dave Tarpy with North Carolina State University have confirmed to
be our Keynote Speakers.
 
Our new Vendor Coordinator, John Mikstay, Jr has already signed up
several vendors for the Tradeshow.   If you, or someone you know, would
like to be a vendor or sponsor, see the Prospectus and contact John.  We
made some changes to our schedule in response to feedback from our
vendors.
 
Some additional changes to our schedule will be:

Longer Break and Lunches 
Tuesday Reception in Tradeshow 
Wednesday Evening Meal 
Friday All Day Beginner Class 
Saturday Workshops

 
We have lined up some other speakers as well.  Our Commercial Breakfast
will have a Panel of Speakers.  The topic will be “Brothers in Beekeeping.” 
Fran Boyd agreed to speak on the “Process of working in Washington” and
we have two USDA researchers that have agreed to speak on the “Process
of Industry Emergencies”.  

Join us next year in Mobile, Alabama for another great
adventure.  Be sure to keep watch on our website for 2026
ABF Conference Information.  2026 ABF Conference

Honey Queen Buzz

April is a great month for honeybee education, whether it is for beekeepers,
honey queens, or the general public!  Queen Cheyenne and Princess Emilia
focused on teaching students and the public in their home states about
honeybees and our important pollinators!

Princess Emilia spoke to students in
elementary school, middle school, and high
school.  She gave her usual presentations to
these students, highlighting many aspects of
the industry.  She also had the opportunity to
introduce honeybee phrases and terminology
in Spanish to high school Spanish classes in
Murietta, California. 

Queen Cheyenne had a unique opportunity to judge a Bee Design
competition for STEM students.  As part of this visit, she also recorded an
educational presentation for other students in the school in a local apiary.
 
Rounding out the month, Emilia promoted at the Riverside Insect Fair with
the University of California: Riverside.  Working alongside her professors
and fellow students, she taught visitors about honeybees and the

https://thebeekeepersofindiana.com/upcomingevents/
https://texasbeekeepers.org/summer-clinic/
https://www.massbee.org/event-5935677
http://abfnet.org@gmail.com
https://d15k2d11r6t6rl.cloudfront.net/pub/90gk/0vs0dw32/f1v/zhk/c1v/2026_ABF_ExhibtorSponsor_Prospectus.pdf
https://abfnet.org/2026-abf-conference/


challenges they face.  Cheyenne also participated in several media
interviews with local newspapers in Pennsylvania.
 
Promotional events ramp up again in May and June, along with continued
educational programming.  In between all this, both Cheyenne and Emilia
are completing their college and graduate studies.  We wish them the best
as they close out these important chapters in their lives.
 
The Queen Committee continues to develop and finalize the Queens’
schedules for the summer and early autumn.  Contact me at
honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or at 414-545-5514 to request the Queen or
Princess at your summer and fall promotions!  We are excited for the many
opportunities that await our representatives this year!  Happy promoting!

NOMINATE MEMBERS TO THE NATIONAL HONEY BOARD
 

The National Honey Board is a research and promotion program that provides
the honey industry with consumer information, conducts research, educates
health professionals, and brings people together from all corners of the
industry to collectively work towards strengthening the market for honey in the
United States.
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is seeking nominees for the board
to fill seats for four members and four alternates for three-year terms
beginning Jan. 1, 2026. Nomination applications are due by June 1, 2025.
The National Honey Board is seeking nominees for one first handler member,
one producer member, one importer member, one marketing co-op member,
and their alternates.
Only qualified national organizations within the honey industry may nominate
members. All nominees must meet the qualifications and submit an
application. Producer members and alternates must produce a minimum of
50,000 pounds of honey in the U.S. annually based on the best three-year
average of the five most recent calendar years. See the USDA’s full press
release here.
 
The 10-member Board is composed of three first handler representatives,
three importer representatives, three producer representatives, one
marketing cooperative representative and their respective alternates. For a
list of current board members, click here.
 
Are you Interested in serving on the National Honey Board? Please click here
to apply. You can nominate yourself or someone else you think would be a
great board member. All board member nominations are made by qualified
national organizations and selected by the USDA Agriculture Secretary.
Please email questions to info@NHB.org.

Did you know that honey has a long history and tradition
within the Mexican kitchen? Because of its many culinary
benefits and versatility, honey can be used in a slew of
Mexican-inspired dishes, from a topping for fruit and
sopapillas to an emulsifier in glazes for meat. More than
just a sweetener, honey is also an ideal ingredient for
savory dishes because it balances other ingredients in
recipes, such as smoky Mexican chilies. If you find
yourself in need of a little inspiration for your Cinco de
Mayo fiesta, we've got you covered with our Skinny
Honey Lime Chicken Enchiladas! 

 
Skinny Honey Lime Chicken Enchiladas

INGREDIENTS:
2 large - chicken breasts, cooked and shredded
12 oz. - green enchilada sauce
1/3 cup - honey
1/4 cup - lime juice, (about 2 limes)

mailto:honeyqueen99@hotmail.com
https://www.ams.usda.gov/content/usda-seeks-nominees-national-honey-board
https://honey.com/about-the-nhb/members
https://honey.com/nomination-form
https://honey.com/nomination-form
https://honey.com/nomination-form
mailto:info@NHB.org


1 T - chili powder
1 tsp. - garlic powder
8 medium - whole wheat tortillas
2 cups - Mexican cheese, shredded
3/4 cup - 1% milk
4 T - cilantro
1/3 cup - light sour cream

DIRECTIONS:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
 
In a 9 x 13 baking dish, pour a few oz. of enchilada sauce to slightly cover
the bottom of your dish. Set aside.
 
Whisk together the honey, lime juice, chili powder and garlic powder. Pour
this marinade over the shredded chicken and stir so all chicken gets
covered in marinade. Let sit for 30 minutes.
 
Place chicken into middle of tortilla and top with cheese. Roll tightly and
place into baking dish. Repeat.
 
Sprinkle remaining cheese on top.
 
Coat the enchiladas with the leftover marinade using a pastry brush.
Bake for 20 minutes or until tortillas are slightly brown.
 
While enchiladas are in the oven, make the enchilada sour cream sauce by
placing the milk, remaining enchilada sauce, 2 T cilantro, and 2 T sour
cream in a small saucepan on medium heat. Stir frequently until thoroughly
heated.
Drizzle the enchilada sour cream sauce as desired onto enchiladas which
can also be topped with leftover sour cream and cilantro.
 
Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board. For more honey
recipes, visit honey.com.

https://abfnet.org/2025-abf-conference   abfnet.org@gmail.com 
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