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Vice-President's Message

One Industry, One Voice
 
We are a very small industry with a huge impact on our economy.  A cycle
that starts each fall and repeats itself every year, beginning with millions of
colonies going to California for Almond pollination.  Those colonies then
leave California, get split and are used to fill orders for sideliner, small-scale
and beekeeping organizations.  Many go to start pollinating other crops like
apples, blueberries, and alfalfa.  Some go up north to start making honey by
the barrels.  And all along the way, our beekeepers deal with challenges
that affect our bees.
 
This year, over a million colonies died before they went to California. 
Whether the cause was virus’, pesticides, mites, diseases; we just do not
know yet.  Acceptable losses used to be 10-15%; however, now 40-50% are
acceptable and we make up the losses by splitting.  If you split your hives to
make up for losses, honey production goes down.
We’ve had varroa since the late ‘80’s with promises to find a treatment to
eliminate them, yet the best we have is treatments that reduce the
numbers.  We’ve had fraudulent honey for years and yet we can’t get a
standard of identity that would help fight fake honey being imported.  Honey
prices go down and our beekeepers that depend on that income struggle. 
 
Emergency Livestock Assistance Program ( ELAP) may pay you for your
hives, but it cannot make you whole. Example: the genetics or loss of
income on the hives.  Losing access to public lands, less forage area due to
farming and housing, and more pesticide exposure are a few more
challenges we face.
 
I believe we struggle with enough challenges without creating more for
ourselves.  One industry, one voice?  We aren’t, but if we want to make a
difference we need to be.  We need to stop fighting each other and work
together to discover solutions.  

 



 
 
 
Let's become that one voice, one industry.
 
If you have any questions, you may contact me at
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com or 317-432-9578

Read our attached Joint Legislative Appeal letter.

MEET ONE OF OUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS

 
 
 
 
JAYDEE A. BURNS “The Hive
Master”

Mr. Jaydee Burns is a sideliner beekeeper in Louisiana. Jaydee has been
beekeeping with his children in Bossier City, Louisiana since 2014. Growing
up Jaydee helped his dad with their family's bees. They had two to three
hives that supported their large garden. In 2016 Jaydee and his family
began running a sideline honey business and selling honey at local
Farmer’s Markets in Bossier City and Shreveport, LA.
 
Jaydee served for 16 years as an Air Force active-duty Space and Missile
Officer, with primary duties as an Intercontinental Ballistic Missile (ICBM)
Officer. He continues to serve as an Air Force Reserve ICBM Officer. His
assignments took him and his family to Kansas, Oklahoma, California,
Montana, North Dakota, Nebraska, Louisiana and a variety of countries.
While traveling around the US and other countries he has gotten the
opportunity to meet with different beekeepers.  
 
Jaydee has been an ABF member since 2015 and a State Delegate for
Louisiana since 2018. He served on the ABF Conference Committee in
2023 and 2024. Prior to that he volunteered with the membership committee
and Kids and Bees Activities at the ABF Conventions. He is also a member
of the Louisiana Beekeeping Association and currently serves on their
Board of Directors. He is the Vice President of his local beekeeping club –
Ark-La-Tex Beekeepers Club. In January 2025 Jaydee was voted to serve
as one of the State Representatives on the ABF Board of Directors and
chair the State Delegates Assembly. 
 
Jaydee and his wife Shaunda have four daughters, Kayla, Emilee, Rachael,
Meghan, and two sons, Joshua and Tyson.
 
EDUCATION
2000 Bachelor’s Degree in General Science, University of Nebraska,
Omaha, Nebraska
2007 Master of Aeronautical Science – Space Sensors, Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University, Great Falls, Montana

State Delegates Assembly Update

I would like to personally welcome you to the ABF State Delegate Assembly
Committee. We are excited to have you representing each of your states.
We care deeply about the success of honeybees in your state and across
our nation. Our goal at our bi-monthly meetings is to provide insightful
programs, resources, and tools that you can share with your state’s.
 
We will continue with our bi-monthly State Delegate Assembly Meetings.
However, the meetings will be held on the second (2nd) Thursday every



other month. The following is our calendar for 2025 meetings:

 March 13
 May 8
 July 10
 September 11
 November 13

The culminating event will be our ABF Conference State Delegate Assembly
luncheon in January 2026. Assignments were made for coordinating
presenters at our bi-monthly meetings. Our focus is to keep presentations
relevant to States needs, i.e. programs or presentation that can potentially
help or improve beekeeping issues in each state.
 

State/Local Sponsors

We will have two new State/Local Sponsors.   Idaho
Honey Industry Association and Treasure Valley
Beekeepers Club will both join as Bronze sponsors.   If
your state or local association would like to become a
Sponsor, Click here to download the sponsorship
application for state/local beekeeping associations.

State Events
If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members,
please send it to Jaydee Burns at burnsboyshoney@gmail.com.
 
Here are some state events happening March:

March 1              Michigan Beekeepers Association Spring Conf
March 6 - 8         NC/SC Spring 2025 Meeting
March 8              New Hampshire: Organic Approaches
March 26            Iowa Honey Producers Association Honey Bee Day
March 29            Southern Adirondack Beekeepers Association

If you are a State Delegate and would like ABF information to share at your
event, send an email including estimated numbers to
abfnet.org@gmail.com. Please give us three weeks notice.

ABF 2025 Conference and Tradeshow Wrapup

We held sessions with our members asking what our Shared Interest
Groups  (SIG) would like to see changed.  Brian Reeves and Lisa Ghezzi led
two of our sessions.  Read about the Small-Scale in this issue and the
Sideliner in the March issue of e-buzz
 
What Would You Like to See Changed in the Small-Scale Side of
ABF?
by Brian Reeves
 
From Anchorage, Alaska - Reduced tuition for small scale backyard
beekeepers (she is only allowed four hives in her backyard) for the
conference.  Consideration for reduced tuition for disabled veterans
 
From Wisconsin - Would be nice for the board members to make
introductions, assumptions about acronyms and things are going on, color
coding of name badges of SIGs/tracks would be helpful, hard to follow up
with people even when they say to come find them. New members are lost
with things that have gone on for years.  
 
From DC - Would like things more broken down, would like smaller groups,
more hands on groups.
 
Open Comments -

1. Ability to access slides as they are being taught, PDF versions
2. More information on necropsy of hives
3. Most of the curriculum for the week has been excellent for the group
4. Changes in times and dates from the original schedule have made

some inconveniences for some attendees
5. Work it out with NAHBE-it’s too difficult to go to both and the science

is needed and the education is better here, advocacy ABF here is
critical.  

6. Focus more on new beekeepers and new to ABF----small scale so
they don’t get lost in the mix----most didn’t know about the New
Member get-together-Could a Tag Be Added to Their Name Tag or
They be Given a Task List to Complete to be Added into a Contest?  

7. Fill in gaps on schedule with new beekeeper classes
8. More information on how to navigate the app, and how to give

feedback on sessions

https://abfnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Current-state-sponsorship-application-form.pdf
https://michiganbees.org
https://www.ncbeekeepers.org/calendar/state-meetings/2025-spring-meeting
https://reg130.imperisoft.com/Dartmouth/ProgramDetail/313137383430/Registration.aspx
https://www.iowahoneyproducers.org/
https://sababees.org
http://abfnet.org@gmail.com


9. Would like more information on how to “scale up” as a small scale
beekeeper----small scale beekeepers and hobby beekeepers and not
NEW, INEXPERIENCED BEEKEEPERS but are treated as such

10. Would like more ways to connect with people from your state  
11. In beginning of the conference have a social time for small scale

beekeepers as an “orientation” so that there is more direction and
possibly a chat group could be set up, suggestions on how to
productively use the app, even how to connect throughout the year

12. How can the directors engage the group better throughout the year
13. ABF needs to communicate better throughout the year on why it

matters to small scale beekeepers
14. Directors should be as visible as honey queens, use video screen or

have vests or some kind of visible cue that makes them obvious  
15. ABF should consider site selection for the conference based on

recycling, water conservation, environmental sustainability, etc…..
16. Food is super expensive; more options would be better
17. Pre-registration options were challenging
18. What will this SIG do in 2025 and what will their goals be?   What have

they done in 2024?
19. Reno is a hard place to get to, pick locations that don’t need

connecting flights. 
20. ABF should promote volunteer opportunities

Sideliner with Lisa Ghezzi will be in the March issue.

Join us next year in Mobile, Alabama for another great
adventure.  Be sure to keep watch on our website for 2026
ABF Conference Information.  2026 ABF Conference

Honey Queen Buzz

Late January and February are extremely busy times for the American
Honey Queen Program!  Immediately following the convention, our work
kicks off first and most importantly with our new American Honey Queen and
Princess’s annual media and presentation training.  This week-long session
is an important foundation for our spokespersons work with the ABF. 
Throughout a busy week, they learn all the ins and outs of the American
Honey Queen Program and the American Beekeeping Federation.  They
craft messages to deliver in all their presentations, develop a core
educational presentation to share with the general public, and practice
media interviews of various lengths, formats, and styles.  They also receive
hands on experiences, such as touring a commercial beekeeping operation,
giving presentations in classrooms in urban and rural regions, and
developing social media posts.

 
The important thing to note is that the preparation
and training does not stop after this one week of
training.  Following the training sessions, the
queens quickly set on the road for promotions. 
Shortly after this year’s training, Queen
Cheyenne made a visit to the Florida State Fair,
working with the Florida State Beekeepers
Association promoting the many uses of honey. 

 
 
Princess Emilia traveled north to Fresno,
California, to speak to beekeepers at the
Central Valley Beekeeping Association’s
Almond Pollination Season Saturday event. 
She had the opportunity to work with
beekeepers from operations of all sizes and
also spent time in the community speaking
about the industry.

These early trips allow the Queens to put their new skills into practice.  We
encourage the queens to routinely review and critique their presentations,
finding ways to grow.  Once they have completed some in person

https://abfnet.org/2026-abf-conference/


promotions, they rapidly see how they have grown from day one of our
“Honey Queen University” session to a month later.  At this time, we
continue to review and practice media interviews with several members of
the Committee, preparing the Queens for their work when they come to your
state!
 
In addition to training, the committee is putting the final touches on the 2025
American Honey Queen recipe brochures.  These will be shipped in March
to our promotional hosts and sponsors and are also available for purchase. 
Contact Tami Kuehl at cbinvoices@cooknbeals.com if you’re interested in
purchasing some brochures for your event.  Better yet, contact me at
honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or 414.545.5514 to see if Queen Cheyenne or
Princess Emilia can be a guest speaker and promoter at your events!  Both
are eager to promote on your behalf throughout the country!  As we learned
in their training sessions, each has great perspectives on the industry and
unique promotional styles that will aid in your events!  Happy promoting!
 

(Photo Credit: Aja Koska / Getty Images)

Honey sales at retail have now reached a record 1.1 billion
dollars in 2024
 
The latest category review shows significant growth in both dollars
and units sold
 
The 2024 Nielsen Category Review report looks at the honey category in the
retail space for the latest 52-week period. A few key findings include:
 

The honey category has seen steady growth in the latest two years with
honey sales reaching $1.1 billion in 2024 and unit sales growing 4.3%,
placing volume (pound) at 136.9 MM.
Non-organic and raw honey drive category absolute dollar growth with
organic honey outperforming non-organic with dollars up 8.1% and
volume increasing 9.1%, while raw honey bested conventional honey
with a 7.6% increase in dollar sales and similar growth in volume
coming in at 7.4%.
Branded honey bested Private Label with a 61.4% share of dollar sales
and 53.5% share of volume.
Honey’s retail pricing slightly dipped in 2024, averaging $7.85 per
pound compared to $7.91 in 2023.
36.7% of honey units were sold in the 12-ounce size during 2024,
accounting for 24% of total honey dollar sales, followed by the 16-
ounce packages which made up 24% of honey unit sales and
accounted for 22.7% of honey dollars during the year.

You can download the full NHB 2024 Nielsen Category Review report and
other NHB-funded research at honey.com/market-research.

March is National Nutrition Month, a time for all of us to
reflect on our eating habits and perhaps make some
changes towards a healthier lifestyle, which may include
adding more whole foods to our diets. From sweet, juicy
fruits to crisp vegetables, it's so wonderful to come out
of a long, cold winter to enjoy spring's fresh bounty.
Celebrate the spring season with this tasty dish!

 
Avocado Strawberry Spinach Salad with Honey
Balsamic Dressing

mailto:cbinvoices@cooknbeals.com
mailto:honeyqueen99@hotmail.com
https://honey.com/honey-industry/research/market-research


INGREDIENTS:
8 oz. - baby spinach
16 oz. - strawberries, sliced
2 - avocados, cubed
1/3 cup - walnuts, chopped
1/3 cup - feta, crumbled
 
For the Dressing:
1/3 cup - balsamic vinegar
1/4 cup - honey
2 T - extra virgin olive oil
 
DIRECTIONS:
Toss together the spinach, strawberries, avocados, walnuts and feta in
bowl.
In a separate bowl, whisk the dressing ingredients together.
Drizzle dressing over the greens.
 
TIP
You will likely have leftover dressing that you can store for 3-4 days in an
airtight container.
Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board. For more honey
recipes, visit honey.com.

https://abfnet.org/2025-abf-conference   abfnet.org@gmail.com 
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