
March 2025

President's Message

Members of ABF,
 
By now most of you have heard others colony losses or experienced the
tragic decrease of your honey bee colonies this winter.  Hopefully you are
aware of all the efforts that the leadership of ABF has taken to find answers
for everyone.   We are working together with American Honey Producers
Association and Project Apis m to get a united plan and response to the
crisis.   In a time of the year when it is usually very difficult to get responses
from Washington DC the researchers from USDA – ARS were on the ground
within a couple of days of reports to collect samples and three major
surveys were presented to beekeepers.  My point today is we as citizens
and part of the honey bee industry can not stop here, we must push forward
and demand very deep detailed research that brings us answers and
solutions as to how to help the honey bees and other pollinators and
therefore our nation’s food supply. 
 
I have been frustrated with the continued increase in our industries
percentage of hive death loss for 16 years.  Watching the change in honey
bee health has been a huge concern for me and in my opinion, it has gone
beyond a level of what is sustainable.  In my very first e-buzz to all of you I
wrote about how beekeepers never give up.  That is one of our strengths.  
We now need to join and fight, push, and educate for honey bees.  I have
always donated time educating about the wonders of honey bees but
perhaps not with a strong enough message. 
 
Honey bees are responsible for 1/3 of the foods we enjoy in our diet.  Honey
bees are livestock, yet if there were 50% of any other form of livestock lying
dead in the fields would people speak up to push and learn what is
happening and help that section of the industry.  Yes, I believe they would if
they were well informed about it.  With the national death losses continuing
to increase our food security is concern. 
It is time for each of us to rise up and share with others our concerns for all
pollinators, all specialty crops, livestock, fish, wildlife, forestry, and join
together on how we can work to return our country to a more sustainable
environment for everyone. 
 
I ask you to personally reach out to each of your local state and national
representatives and senators with your personal experience.  In this e-buzz



there is a letter for you to use.   Talk to a farmer or rancher, your local
grocery store, and groups you are a part of and encourage them to
purchase a jar of local honey.
 
Let’s get honey bees healthy again. 

Sample Letter
For a simple way to sent a letter to your legislators, go to

https://democracy.io/

MEET ONE OF OUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS

 
 
 

Jim McMahon (pronounced mick-MAN)

Good day to my fellow Small-Scale/Sideliner members of the American
Beekeeping Federation (ABF). A reminder if you’re a small scale (1 to 50
hives) or a sideliner (50 to 500 hives), you have a voice in fact, two of us,
alternating years to represent your interests to the board of directors and
assure that ABF is meeting your needs. I was fortunate to have just been
elected in Reno at the 2025 annual convention.
 
Presently I’m quite active with beekeeping associations in the Northwestern
part of the USA through attending  the Oregon State Beekeepers
Association state meeting, the Western Apicultural Society, and the Idaho
Honey industry Association where I serve as the Small-Scale/Sideliner
representative on the Board of Directors. My local club is the Treasure
Valley Bee Club. I’m also affiliated as a state representative in Oregon and
in Idaho on behalf of the Hives For Heroes program. I am part of the
advisory committee for Oregon State University’s, Master Beekeeping
Program and help instruct in the OSU apprentice program here in Idaho. In
fact, we hold the classes at my shop, which is right across the driveway from
my apiary, allowing hands-on as well as classroom and clinical exposure.
Last year several friends and I attended the WAS convention in Canada.
 
I would definitely like to know what issues or areas of concern you might
have for beekeeping and the ABF in specific.  In Reno I met beekeepers
from across the USA; Alaska to Delaware, Florida to California, Wisconsin,
Texas, Ohio, Kentucky to Reno Nevada.  I’ve got a clutch of business cards
from vendors, attendees and beekeepers from the USA to Australia.  If you
don’t go to Mobile next year who will you miss out on meeting? If we didn’t
meet in Reno will you please drop me a line? Let’s talk about how I can
make your ABF experience the best it can be, whether you are able to
attend national or perhaps we can connect via technology?  As you can see
I am no stranger to representing interests to boards or trustees across the
world. I ask you to help me make sure to carry your needs and desires to
our Board and help ABF grow and earn your respect.
 
Best ways to contact me? Phone: (408) 464-5158 it’s a cell and you can call
or text. Email: jimm1695@aol.com  
 
EDUCATION
Bachelor’s degree, a Masters and a Juris Doctorate.
Certified Director and Leadership Fellow from the National Association of
Corporate Directors

State Delegates Assembly Update

The State Delegates Assembly met on Thursday, March 13, 2025. We had
31 state delegates attend our bi-monthly meeting. At our meeting the ABF
Officers and the State Delegate Committee Board members introduced
themselves. We discussed how State Delegates can access ABF materials
for your state's events. So please contact your State Delegate if you would
like to have ABF event information to share at your events. The very
exciting part of our meeting was our guest presenter Mr. Micheal North,
CPA. 

State Events
If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members,
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please send it to Jaydee Burns at burnsboyshoney@gmail.com.
 
Here are some state events happening April:

April 1      New Jersey - Bee-ginner's Beekeeping:
April 12    Louisiana Beekeepers Association Spring Field Day
April 26    New Hampshire - Seasonal Beekeeping Workshops

If you would like more information about the ABF State Delegates Assembly
or about state sponsorships, contact Jaydee Burns at
burnsboyshoney@gmail.com. 
 
If you are a State Delegate and would like ABF information to share at your
event, send an email including estimated numbers to
abfnet.org@gmail.com. Please give us three weeks notice.

ABF 2026 Conference and Tradeshow

Did you know that Mobile is the home of the first Mardi Gras, home of Hank
Aaron and Ozzy Smith?  Come to the 2026 ABF Conference and Tradeshow
and you'll learn a lot more facts about Mobile, Alabama. 
 
We'll be sharing our Keynote Speakers next month.   A few changes will be
longer breaks so you'll have more time to visit with the vendors, Friday will
be an all day Beginner Class and we are bringing back workshops all day
Saturday.
 
Tuesday we'll have a Welcome Reception in the Expo Hall and we are once
again including a Wednesday dinner in your registration.

Registration will open on July 1.  Join us next year in
Mobile, Alabama for another great adventure.  Be sure to
keep watch on our website for 2026 ABF Conference
Information.  2026 ABF Conference

What Would You Like to See Changed in the Sideliner Side of ABF?
by Lisa Marie Ghezzi

Members able to be involved on Committees
Action taken at session: Someone from the meeting went to the
registration desk and brought back an answer for the
attendees – that Members can be
involved on the Committees (except Legislative and State
Delegates) by:

signing up on the lists provided at registration, and/or
contacting Debbie Seib, Vice President, ABF to express
their interest

Discussion groups, round tables — during conference and/or
throughout the year
Define Sideliner more definitively
Come to consensus (with other organizations such as the National
Honey Board) on:

“legal” definitions for: organic, raw, pure, local, and processed
additionally, provide a common message for each of the above
definitions that Members can communicate at the local level

Strengthen our (honey producers) voice
“Pure American” certification by ABF
Help to get a Label Law in place
Tools to support the honey bee vs native bee controversy
Strengthen social media presence
Develop Legislative talking points and make these points available to
members so that they can take a common message back to their
local areas
Courses/Workshops/Online Education:

grants available and grant writing
social media
how to grow your business
marketing honey
finance, how to structure your business and liability
considerations

Group buying

Honey Queen Buzz

Spring has sprung!  March was a great promotional month for your
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American Honey Queen and Princess.
 
March allows for many learning opportunities for our spokespersons.  While
they are actively keeping up on the honeybee losses affecting many of our
members, they are also in constant learning modes to serve our industry
well.  When they prepare for trips, they will seek out state specific
information from their promotional hosts and sponsors so they best
represent our organization and our local and state partners.  When they
contact you in advance, provide them with as much state information that
you can.  While there are abundant resources online, nothing can replace
our members' specific knowledge and experience in the industry.  The public
is always fascinated to learn about specialty crops that need honeybee
pollination in their region along with specialty honey that can only be found
in their region.

Princess Emilia spent time in Kentucky and
in Florida learning more about beekeeping
in different regions of the country at the
Bluegrass Beekeepers School and at the
University of Florida's Bee College.  Not
only did she learn about the beekeeping
challenges and practices in these regions,
she also was a guest speaker.  She
focused her presentations on honey
varietals and about how the next
generation of beekeepers have many
opportunities within the industry.  Along
with these learning and teaching
opportunities, Emilia promoted the ABF
and the benefits of membership in our
unique organization.  She also worked in
the community, bringing honey promotion
and honeybee education to students,
consumers, and the general public.  Thank
you to all those who continue to make
available these learning opportunities for
our spokespersons.  They are invaluable
opportunities!

Queen Cheyenne spent a long weekend
promoting honeybees and honey at the
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo in
Houston.  She worked with the Harris County
Beekeepers at their incredible educational
exhibit, teaching children at the observation
hives about how honeybees work and their
importance in their lives.  These
opportunities allow connection with a large
range of consumers in a nontraditional
atmosphere.  Do you have such an event
where your county or state organization
hosts an exhibit?  Consider having the
Queen or Princess attend your event to
attract more buzz around your outreach
efforts!

As both our spokespersons finish up their studies this spring, they have also
participated in educational and promotional opportunities in their home
areas.  After school events and school presentations were and will be on
their schedules over the next few months.  The Queens are also available to
present to your local schools virtually throughout the year.  If you know of a
local school that would be interested in a presentation, contact me at
honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or at (414) 545-5514!  We continue to make
progress on Cheyenne and Emilia's schedules for the late spring and
summer.  If you've not contacted me with your request or your promotion
dates, please do so as soon as possible.  We are eager for a robust travel
and promotion schedule for our spokespersons!  Happy promoting!

Inspiring the Next Generation of Beekeepers & Industry Supporters

Our Kids & Bees Education Expo created quite the buzz in Reno and we are
already  at work to bring this young energy force of curiosity and light to the
convention in Mobile, Alabama.
 
In Reno, our interactive Expo connected with almost 300 local kids &
families!  Our hive tool of success that really helped us “break through” was
collaborating with local, passionate beekeeping volunteers, like Ray Hopper,
to make the educational event even more impactful! From looking at bees
through microscopes, to tasting honeys from around the nation, to making
seed bombs to talk about the value of pollination, our young participants
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were truly engaged & learning at every station. Many parents  told us they
were appreciative of the opportunity to learn from people working in the
industry! 
 
A huge thanks to our sponsors, the Foundation for the Preservation of
Honey Bees, and our many beekeeping suppliers that donated to bring the
industry to life for these young minds! 
 
If you’re interested in being a member of this planning committee that meets
monthly for the next Expo at our ABF convention in Mobile, Alabama, please
reach out to Louann Hausner @ intlmarathoner21@gmail.com

 
 
To keep our hive running strong from convention
to convention, we created a spokesbee for our
Educational Expo and we’d like your help in
naming her! She debuted in Reno. She’s curious,
tenacious and filled with optimism about a bright
future - everything a young beekeeper should
be! 

 
 
 
 
 
Scan this QR code below and help us name her! 

(Photo Credit: National Honey Board)

FORBES CALLS OUT HONEY AS A STANDOUT INGREDIENT
AT NATURAL PRODUCTS EXPO WEST 2025

 
Earlier in March, the National Honey Board had the opportunity to attend
and walk the floor of the 2025 Natural Products Expo West show in
Anaheim. This allowed the NHB to connect with the various members of the
honey industry in attendance and see many innovative new made-with-
honey products that are making their way to the consumer market. Between
the honey brands and products featuring our favorite natural sweetener, the
NHB is pleased to see the impact that our industry and our product is
creating in the consumer-packaged goods space.
 
Learn more about the buzz on honey in Andrew Watman’s article for
Forbes*.
 
* Please note that the NHB does not endorse the products in this article’s
link.

 
 
Earth Day is right around the corner, and we want to
celebrate the pollinators that keep our world beautiful
and bountiful! As vital members of our ecosystem,
honey bees pollinate many of the ingredients that

mailto:intlmarathoner21@gmail.com
https://www.forbes.com/sites/andrewwatman/2025/03/12/expo-west-2025-honey-as-a-sweetener-jerky-as-a-protein-source/


contribute to a balanced and healthy diet, including
foods like fruits, vegetables and nuts. Enjoy this recipe
that highlights honey's versatility while showcasing some
of our favorite honey bee-pollinated ingredients!

Honey Coconut Macadamia Nut + Cherry Bars
 

INGREDIENTS:

1 1/2 cups - oats
1/2 cup - shredded coconut, unsweetened
1/3 cup - macadamia nuts, chopped
1/3 cup - dried tart cherries
1/3 cup - honey
3 T - almond butter
3 T - peanut butter
nonstick spray

DIRECTIONS:
Spray an 8x8 baking dish with nonstick spray.
In a bowl, combine the dry ingredients oats, coconut, nuts, and tart cherries.
Add the honey, almond butter, and peanut butter and stir until well
combined.
Press into the baking dish and chill for 3 hours.
Cut into bars and enjoy.

Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board. For more honey recipes, visit

honey.com.
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