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Vice-President's Message

Voice in Washington

 
In June, several of us went to Washington to
speak with as many Senators and Congressman
who would listen and potentially help with issues
our industry is facing and support the Honey
Integrity Act bill.
 
(Photo: Board Member Amanda Wooten, Past-President

Dan Winter, President Patty Sundberg, and Vice-

President Debbie Seib)

The Honey Integrity Act bill was introduced by
Congressman Steube (R- FL) and Congressman
Panetta (D-CA) and is to enact federal honey
standards. (Bill HR.2162)
 
A companion bill was also introduced by Senator
Tuberville (R-AL) in the Senate. (Bill S.1028)
 
(Photo: Past-President Dan Winter, Board
Member Amanda Wooten, Vice-President Debbie
Seib, Congressman Steube, and President Patty
Sundberg, and )



After meeting with numerous legislatures, on Thursday we had meetings
with USDA, Office of Pest Management Policy, U.S. Forest Service, Farm
Service Agency (FSA), Marketing and Regulatory Programs (MRP), Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), Agricultural Marketing Service
(AMS), Research, Education, and Economics Mission Area (REE), and the
EPA.
 
We left an 'Ask Document' with all those we met along with the document
that includes 'Recommendations for enhancing honey bee, monarch
butterfly, and pollinator habitat and forage in U.S. Department of Agriculture
private land conservation programs'.

 
Click here for the Ask document
Click here for the Recommendations document.
 
If you have any questions, you may contact me at
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com or 317-432-9578

State Delegates Assembly Update

Exciting news, register for our ABF Conference is now available at
abfnet.org.  Now that summer is here, many of our states are hosting their
State Conventions and beekeeping activities. Let me know how we can help
support your State events. ABF has several resources on our website to
help beekeepers of all levels and skills. Don’t forget that we can provide
information to State Delegates about ABF that can be shared at your
events.

State Events
If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members,
please send it to Jaydee Burns at burnsboyshoney@gmail.com.
 
Here are some state events happening July:

July 10-12   North Carolina State Beekeepers Assn Summer Mtg
July 10-12   Minnesota Honey Producers Assn Summer Convention
July 12-13   Pennsylvania State Beekeepers Assn Summer Picnic
July 19        Vermont Beekeepers Association Summer Meeting
July 19        Empire State Honey Producers Assn Summer Picnic
July 27-Aug 1 New Jersey, Eastern Apicultural Society

If you would like more information about the ABF State Delegates Assembly
or about state sponsorships, contact Jaydee Burns at
burnsboyshoney@gmail.com. 
 
If you are a State Delegate and would like ABF information to share at your
event, send an email including estimated numbers to
abfnet.org@gmail.com. Please give us three weeks notice.

ABF 2026 Conference and Tradeshow

So you were unable to attend the ABF 2025 Conference and Tradeshow? 
Here is a Short Reel on what you missed and what our conference is all
about.  Here's a Podcast to see what we have in store for 2026?
 
Keynote Speakers: Dr. Dave Tarpy from North Carolina State University will
not only serve as a Keynote but will also be the speaker for our State
Delegates Luncheon on Wednesday.   Dr. Priya Chakrabarti Basu is an
Assistant Professor at the Department of Entomology, Washington State
University. Priya is also a courtesy faculty at Oregon State University. 
 
Our block of rooms are at The Battle House and the Riverview Plaza, both
are Marriott Renaissance hotels located across the street from the Mobile
Conference Center.   The Battle House Hotel and Spa, 26 North Royal
Street, Mobile, AL 36602 is located one block away and is a historic hotel
build in 1908, replacing the one built in 1852 that burned down in 1905. 
Directly across the street, connected by a skybridge is the Riverview Plaza,
6 South Water Street, Mobile, AL 36602 built in 1983 with major renovations
in 2002 and 2007-2008.  You may call the hotel or book online using this
link.

https://abfnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/ABF-Leave-Behind-Document-2025.pdf
https://abfnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/USDA-forage-recommendations-ABF_AHPA_FFM_HBHC-May_2025.pdf
https://www.ncbeekeepers.org/calendar/state-meetings/2025-summer-meeting
https://minnesotahoneyproducers.com/mhpa-annual-meeting-and-2024-convention/
https://www.pastatebeekeepers.org/Summer-Picnic
https://www.vermontbeekeepers.org/calendar/vba-meetings-events/annual-meetings/vermont-beekeepers-association-summer-membership-meeting
https://eshpa.org/
https://easternapiculture.org
mailto:burnsboyshoney@gmail.com
http://abfnet.org@gmail.com
https://abfnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Final-Comp-v1.2-Sizzle-Reel.mp4
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ob4qpqe7s6nb787okc55f/abf_podcast_3-1440p-Mobile.mp4?rlkey=x2jyox91r58xn9ziq3xiimwjs&st=caqls48u&dl=0
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1735921444660&key=GRP&guestreslink2=true&app=resvlink


 
The American Honey Show showcases the best
examples of honey and beeswax. It includes 18 classes:
12 for honey, five for beeswax, one for beeswax art and
the gift box class. The gift box theme for 2026 is
“Pirates’ Treasure”.
 
Click Here to download the 2026 Honey Show
Rules.

Join us next year in Mobile, Alabama for another great
adventure.  Be sure to keep watch on our website for 2026
ABF Conference Information.  2026 ABF Conference

Free Webinars

We have Free Webinars every third Saturday of the month. 
 
You can hear Dewey Caron on Saturday, August 16th at 7:00 pm EST.  He
will be talking on "Nucs promote Beekeeping success".  Register today by
clicking here.  You will need a zoom account when you register.
 
Jennifer Berry is scheduled for Saturday, September 20 at 7:00 pm EST. 
Here talk with be on "We need them, now they need us!"  Register today by
clicking here.  You will need a zoom account when you register.

Honey Queen Buzz

Summer is officially here!  With school out and fairs in, the Queens are
hitting the road again and working hard to promote honey and bring
awareness and understanding of all the challenging and time-consuming
work beekeepers do for our nation’s economy and food supply.
 
While Princess Emilia finalized her master’s program thesis focusing on
honeybees and nosema, Queen Cheyenne hit the road promoting at a
variety of events in Connecticut and in California.  The main promotion in
each state was a large festival, so Cheyenne spent several days in advance
of that marquee event promoting honey and beekeeping in the surrounding
communities.  She presented to senior groups, civic organizations,
recreation programs, day camps, and much more.  These events helped her
to fulfill her goals of speaking to groups outside of traditional classrooms
and provided her with opportunities to encourage the public to attend the
events she worked at later in the week. 

 In Connecticut, Cheyenne participated in the
Lyman Orchard Strawberry Festival.  This allowed
her to reach consumers, teaching them about
pollination and the bees’ main job of producing
honey.  Selling product, teaching people about
the hive with an observation hive, and sharing
uses for honey, Cheyenne’s presence was a draw
to engage the public about the insect that makes
the strawberries more bountiful! 

In California, Cheyenne promoted at the California Honey Festival in the
Sacramento area.  This one-day event celebrates the beekeeping industry
in California, teaching the public how vital honeybees are to almond industry
and other agricultural industries in the state.  It is also a great honey
promotion event, where the Queen shares with the public about the industry
and the many ways to use our sweet product. 
 
We are putting together the Queens’ fall schedules and would love to send

https://abfnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2026-ABF-Honey-Show-Rules.pdf
https://abfnet.org/2026-abf-conference/
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GBkln9yiQt6M3YHHstOjQA
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Dw77IiLoR0SjqrLtXu-S2w


them to your fair, festival, or educational events in your state this year. 
Contact me at honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or at 414.545.5514 to request
the Queen or Princess at your events and to discuss what is needed to host
one of these dynamic public speakers to work to increase awareness and
consumption of honey in your region!  Happy promoting!

 

 

NATIONAL HONEY BOARD RELEASES 2024 ANNUAL REPORT
 
The 2024 marketing program worked tirelessly to drive honey consumption by
connecting honey to culinary trends and highlight its broad usage. Our
marketing program is dedicated to reaching consumers, retailers, ingredient
manufacturers and foodservice professionals with a comprehensive and
integrated approach. From working with culinary and beekeeping influencers
and earning placements in top-tier media to partnering with popular brands
and innovative chefs, honey was on the move in 2024. Check out the full
Annual Report here.
 
Some of highlights of the NHB’s 2024 program include:

Influencer Partnerships: As part of its Honey Saves Hives campaign,
these partners educated consumer on honey bees, honey and how to
use it. The addition of a partnership with Instacart, this campaign drove
over $145,000 in honey and made-with-honey product sales.

Celebrating Beekeeping: With stunning visuals and engaging
narratives, these videos have deepened consumer appreciation for
honey bees’ essential role in our ecosystem, reinforcing the importance
of every drop of honey. This campaign continues to deliver strong
engagement, fostering meaningful conversations around honey’s role
in sustainability and pollination.

Consumer sentiment research reinforced the campaign’s impact,
with 58% of consumers now recognizing the greater importance
of honey bees.

Retail: Generated over $500K in incremental retail honey sales
through partnership with cash-back mobile app Ibotta during National
Honey Month.

Innovation: In 2024, PepsiCo released not one, but two new made-
with-honey products resulting from innovation sessions.

We look forward to building on this success for the honey industry in 2025. 

The Fourth of July is nearly upon us, and we’re feeling
inspired by the spirit of the holiday – and its colors.
From the breakfast table to the appetizer platter, honey
and berries are a versatile pairing that makes any
mealtime an adventure in flavor, and their colors shine
as vibrantly as the flag we live under. So, join us in
celebrating our great country with this delicious honey-
inspired red, white + blue recipe!
 
Strawberry and Blueberry Bruschetta

mailto:honeyqueen99@hotmail.com
https://national-honey-board.dcatalog.com/v/NHB-2024-Annual-Report/


INGREDIENTS:
For Bruschetta:
2 T - olive oil
2 T - honey
1 loaf - French bread, cut into approx. 3/4" slices
 
For Honey Whipped Goat Cheese:
1 (8 oz.) log - goat cheese, room temperature
1/4 cup - honey
1 T - cream or whole milk
1/4 tsp. - cinnamon
1/8 tsp. - nutmeg
 
For Fruit:
1 cup - strawberries, hulled and thinly sliced
1 cup - blueberries
2 T - honey
zest of 1 orange and 2 T fresh orange juice
additional honey for serving

DIRECTIONS:
Preheat oven to 300°F.
 
Stir together 2 T olive oil and 2 T honey, lightly brush each side of the bread
slices and place on the sheet pan. Bake for approx. 16 minutes, until golden
and toasted, turning once halfway through, let cool.
 
Using either a mixer or food processor, mix all the Honey Whipped Goat
Cheese ingredients until smooth and well combined, chill.
 
Toss the strawberry slices, blueberries, honey, orange zest, and orange
juice together.
 
Evenly divide the goat cheese mixture between the bread slices and top with
the fruit. Serve with additional honey for drizzling.
 
TIP
You can prepare all the components of this dish beforehand and assemble
at the last minute.
Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board. For more honey
recipes, visit honey.com.

https://abfnet.org/2026-abf-conference   abfnet.org@gmail.com 
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