
August 2025

Vice-President's Message

Who Are We!
We are beekeepers from all levels of beekeeping (commercial, sideliner,
and small-scale) who work in the interest of all beekeepers and those
associated with the beekeeping industry to ensure the future of the honey
bee.

We provide education and training through
conferences, workshops, webinars, round
table discussions, and one-on-one
conversations.
 
We work with researchers and other
organizations to help identify bee health
issues including pollinator habitat,
pesticides, and public land access.

(Photo: The Eldridge Family)
 
For over 80 years, ABF has been promoting the importance of bees and
beekeeping to the public and policymakers.

What Are We!
We are ranchers, dentists, doctors, nurses, lawyers, shop keepers,
congressmen, senators, judges, policemen, firemen, teachers, house wives,
stay-at-home dads, administrators, mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, etc.
We are local and state associations, daily coffee shop socials,
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neighborhood gatherings, and online forums groups.  But the more
important thing is, we are all lovers of the honey bees.

Where Are We!
We have members in all 50 states, Australia, Belgium, Canada, France,
Mexico, Puerto Rico, Spain, and Switzerland.  However, we have members
and researchers that travel to dozens of countries.

The next time you are at a conference or meeting, we ask you to share
information about the American Beekeeping Federation, your national
association that fights on the behalf of beekeepers and our industry
everywhere.
 
If you have any questions, you may contact me at
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com or 317-432-9578

State Delegates Assembly Update
Pass the word. Get the best deal now on your registration for the 2026
American Beekeeping Federation Conference available at abfnet.org. Don’t
miss out on this opportunity to join us in Mobile, AL.
 
We’re excited to have each of you representing your state. This past month
at our Annual State Convention, I had the opportunity alongside my fellow
representative to speak about the ABF organization and the positive impact
it’s having on our industry with members of our state association. As state
representatives, you also have the opportunity to connect with members of
your state organization and share how ABF is making a difference across
the beekeeping community, from hobbyists to commercial operations. If you
would like ABF information to share at your event, send an email including
estimated numbers to abfnet.org@gmail.com.
 
Our goal for bi-monthly meetings is to provide insightful programs,
resources, and tools that you can share with your state. Our September
meeting will be held on September 11, 8 pm EDT. We look forward to a
firsthand presentation from the USDA team.

State Events
If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members,
please send it to Jaydee Burns at burnsboyshoney@gmail.com.
 
Here are some state events happening in September/October:

Sept 12-13    Georgia (PSBA) Beekeepers Association (GBA), Fall
Conference – Gainesville, GA  
Sept 19-20     Alabama Beekeepers Association (ABA), Fall
Conference – Clanton, AL
Sept 26-27     Arkansas Beekeeper Association (ABA), Fall
Conference – Mountain View, AR
Oct 3-5           Washington State Beekeepers Association (WASBA), 
Annual Conference – Seattle North Lynnwood, WA
Oct 11             Oklahoma State Beekeepers Association (OSBA), Fall
Conference – Oklahoma City, OK
Oct 16-17        Montana Beekeepers Association (MBA), Annual
Conference – Great Falls, MT (See Facebook)
Oct 17             The Beekeepers of Indiana, Fall Conference –
Indianapolis, IN
Oct 18             Missouri State Beekeepers Association (MSBA), Fall
Conference and Honey Expo – Blue Spring, MO

 
If you would like more information about the ABF State Delegates Assembly
or about state sponsorships, contact Jaydee Burns at
burnsboyshoney@gmail.com. 
 
If you are a State Delegate and would like ABF information to share at your
event, send an email including estimated numbers to
abfnet.org@gmail.com. Please give us three weeks notice.

ABF 2026 Conference and Tradeshow

Our ABF 2026 Conference and Tradeshow has some special workshops
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this year.  Tuesday will feature a Southern Queen Breeders workshop with
Mississippi State University (additional fee to attend).  Wednesday evening
will include a Guest Speaker for veterans and Hive for Heros.  Thursday
you'll be able to attend a "Bee-Friendly Policy & Advocacy Training for
Beekeepers".
 
Keynote Speakers: Dr. Dave Tarpy from North Carolina State University will
not only serve as a Keynote but will also be the speaker for our State
Delegates Luncheon on Wednesday.   Dr. Priya Chakrabarti Basu is an
Assistant Professor at the Department of Entomology, Washington State
University. Priya is also a courtesy faculty at Oregon State University. 
 
You'll have the opportunity to attend several special meals (additional fee to
attend).  Thursday you can sign up for the Honey Promotion Luncheon
which will feature our 2025 Honey Queen and Princess along with our 2026
Honey Queen and Princess Candidates.  The Foundation Luncheon will be
on Friday and showcase our 4-H Essay and Scholarship Winners along with
a guest speaker.  Every year on Saturday morning we hold a
Research/Commercial Breakfast.  The topic this year will be "Brothers in
Beekeeping" and all registration fees go toward research.
 
The Battle House and the Riverview Plaza, both Marriott Renaissance
hotels, have ABF conference rates.   Be careful of scammers that try to
book rooms for you.  You should call the hotel or book online using this link.

Don't forget to enter your prize honey,
beeswax, candles, or the gift box class. 
The gift box theme for 2026 is “Pirates’
Treasure”.
 
Click Here to download the 2026
Honey Show Rules.

Join us in 2026 in Mobile, Alabama for another great
adventure.  Check out our website for 2026 ABF
Conference Schedule, a list of vendors, and sponsors. 
2026 ABF Conference

Free Webinars
We have Free Webinars every third Saturday of the month. 
 
Jennifer Berry is scheduled for Saturday, September 20 at 7:00 pm EST. 
Her talk with be on "We need them, now they need us!"  Register today by
clicking here.  You will need a zoom account when you register.
 
Saturday, October 18th at 7:00 pm EST is our next webinar.  The topic is
"How Environment Affects Honey Bee Queens".  Register today by clicking
here.  You will need a zoom account when you register.

Honey Queen Buzz
August is one of the busiest months for the American Honey Queen and
Princess, and this year lived up to that expectation.  Queen Cheyenne and
Princess Emilia visited six fairs from coast to coast, promoting honey and
representing our industry.

The Queens participated in fair promotions
in Washington, New Jersey, Indiana,
Kentucky, and Nebraska.  Each event,
including Washington’s Clark County Fair,
New Jersey State Fair, Hunterdon County
Fair in New Jersey, Indiana State Fair,
Kentucky State Fair, and Nebraska State

https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1735921444660&key=GRP&guestreslink2=true&app=resvlink
https://abfnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2026-ABF-Honey-Show-Rules.pdf
https://abfnet.org/2026-abf-conference/
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Dw77IiLoR0SjqrLtXu-S2w
https://zoom.us/j/91868830579?pwd=91qcFwzxbbJQoSJqRzm7zTilWNSxWb.1


Fair, offered unique exhibits and different
promotional techniques.  The Queens
participated in television and radio
interviews, product and hive
demonstrations, presentations and
speeches, exhibit and booth work, honey
sales, and observation hive discussions
with fairgoers.  Each event had different
versions of honey promotions and industry
educational opportunities, and we are
grateful to continue to work alongside our
partners in these states!

Princess Emilia also made a visit to
the Eastern Apicultural Society
meeting in between fair visits in
August.  At this regional conference,
Emilia promoted ABF and
membership in our organization and
discussed honey promotions and
activities with the American Honey
Queen Program.  We love the
opportunity to visit with beekeepers
on a regional, state, and local level
on promotions or even virtually
throughout the year.  Please contact
me if you are interested in hosting
the Queen or Princess at your fall
convention, local club meeting, or
other organization event.  They can
cover a wide range of topics,
including new promotional ideas for
your local area, fair, or other event.

The American Honey Queen Program continues to actively recruit women to
apply for the 2026 American Honey Queen and Princess positions. 
Applications have been released for the 2026 positions to our current state
queens and to women who have successfully completed interviews for our
direct application process.  We continue to invite applications to the
program for 2026 through the ABF website if your state does not have an
active queen program. 
 
Queen Cheyenne and Princess Emilia are eager to enter into our autumn
months and to celebrate National Honey Month in September.  We continue
to take your requests for promotions for the final quarter of the year and are
accepting promotional requests for 2026.  Contact me at
honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or at 414.545.5514 to request one of our
spokespersons for your events!  Happy promoting! 

ACCORDING TO USDA LATEST REPORT FINDS
HONEY CONSUMPTION TOTALED 688.6 MILLION
POUNDS

According to the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Economic
Research Service’s Sugar and Sweeteners Yearbook Tables, U.S.
consumption of honey and made-with-honey products reached an all-time
high of 688.6 million pounds in 2024, surpassing 2021’s previous record of
618 million pounds. The data also highlights a record per capita consumption
increase of approximately 25% from 1.6 pounds to a record 2 pounds,
between 2023 and 2024.
 
The latest figures specific to the American honey market were detailed in a
feature article, titled, “Sugar and Sweeteners Yearbook Tables - Visualization:
Meeting honey demand in the United States.” Over a 30-year period, U.S.
demand for honey and honey-sweetened products has continued to trend
upward due to its classification as a “superfood” that benefits overall health
and well-being, as well as being perceived as a healthier alternative to table
sugar.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScFjiCGFoGIjevCaRqqhJKq5zR11Zjzkwf6wTj5ZHGYhvm1ww/viewform
mailto:honeyqueen99@hotmail.com


“The results of this study are a testament to American consumers’ increased
awareness of honey’s benefits” said Margaret Lombard, Chief Executive
Officer of the National Honey Board. “Steadily, over time, honey has become
the preferred sweetener for many because it’s an all-natural, minimally
processed sweetener. When you choose honey, you are not only
supporting a beekeeper but the entire honey bee population that protects
and pollinates our food ecosystem.
 
”These findings align with the National Honey Board’s U.S. Honey Consumer
Attitudes & Usage study, which found that honey is the most used sweetener
across lunch, dinner and snack times. Consumers report preferring honey
for its all-natural health benefits, in addition to flavor. 

To dig more into this data and
review the studies above,
head to honey.com by
scanning the QR code.

 
For that healthy, get up and get going start to your day
or an afternoon pick me up.
 
 
 
 
 
Green Smoothie Bowl

INGREDIENTS:
For Honeyed Almonds:
1 cup - almonds, sliced
2 tsp. - coconut oil (melted) or vegetable oil
1 1/2 T - honey
1/8 tsp. - cinnamon
1/8 tsp. - kosher salt
 
For Smoothie:
2 - frozen bananas, broken in half
1 - avocado, peeled and pitted
2 cups - baby spinach, loosely packed
1 cup - plain Greek yogurt
1 cup - orange juice
1/4 cup - honey
 
Toppings:
1/2 cup - strawberries, sliced
1/2 cup - grapes, sliced
1/2 cup - blueberries
2 tsp. - hemp seeds
Honeyed Almonds
1/2 cup - Greek yogurt
additional honey for drizzling
 
 
DIRECTIONS:
Preheat oven to 300°F.
Toss the almonds, oil, honey and cinnamon together until almonds are
coated. Spread on a parchment lined sheet pan and sprinkle with kosher



salt. Bake for 20 minutes, tossing once halfway through, remove and let
cool.
Blend all the smoothie ingredients in a blender until smooth and divide
between 2 bowls.
Top each bowl evenly with the fresh fruit and some of the honeyed almonds,
a dollop of Greek yogurt, a sprinkle of hemp seeds and a drizzle of honey.
 
TIP
You can double the honeyed almond recipe and easy as a snack anytime.
Store in a container with a tight-fitting lid.
 
Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board. For more honey
recipes, visit honey.com.

NEW MEMBER BENEFIT
 
Princeton University Press is giving a 30% discount on the following books.

Discount Code:  ABEE30
30% off Princeton books.  This discount may apply to other Nature-
related titles, some exclusions apply. 
Prices are subject to change without notice
No expiration date
For North American orders only
You should add the ABEE30 code in your shipping cart where “Apply
Discount Code” is noted and the 30% will be subtracted from your
total.

https://abfnet.org/2026-abf-conference   abfnet.org@gmail.com 

Follow Us
Facebook
Instagram
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