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President's Message

DREAM – CREATE – INVIGORATE
I have had the honor to serve as the American Beekeeping Federation
President for the past two years.   The needs of the commercial beekeepers
are paramount to ABF’s work, because their livelihood affects ALL
beekeepers in all areas nationwide.  At the same time, the health of every
hive has a large impact on our industry.   Challenges for this year alone
have included honey prices below production costs and low-priced imported
honey, as well as labeling laws.  Unsustainable losses of honey bee colonies
starting in January were another battle.  Habitat losses continue year after
year, with multiple factors including, but not limited to, urban development,
farming practices, and widespread herbicide use.  Everyone is well aware of
the four Ps – parasites, pathogens, pesticides, and poor nutrition – and the
continued effects they cause the industry.
 
Not long after I had my first introduction to a live hive of honey bees,  I
learned about the ABF.  It did not take me long to realize that this was and
still is an extremely important part of the USA beekeeping industry.   The
board of directors works hard every month supporting the needs of
beekeepers throughout the USA.   I have spent hours with beekeepers,
researchers, and politicians locally and nationally listening to your concerns
and sharing them with others who may have an idea for the future to
improve the industry. 
 
Beekeeping organizations have been around since 1860, formed by a
DREAM – beekeepers knew there was a need to help educate, promote,
and protect the industry.   The American Beekeeping Federation can trace
its roots to as far back as 1871.  For 82 years, we have acted on behalf of
all segments of the beekeeping industry on issues affecting the interests
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and the economic viability of the various sectors of the industry.   All areas
of beekeeping affect each other, and it is very important to have all areas of
the industry represented as one collective voice and body. 
 
As years have gone by, we have adapted and CREATED areas within the
ABF to help cater to the numerous, diverse interests of the industry.  The
formation of the legislative committee allows us to present a united presence
in Washington, DC.  The American Honey Queen Program has had long
standing recognition for USA honey promotion and education through
multiple presentation opportunities.  Research has been extremely important
to the ABF, and, with the formation of the Foundation for the Preservation of
Honey Bees, we offer scholarships to young, inspiring students researching
honey bees and encourage young 4-H members to learn about honey
bees.  Many of the past recipients now research for the industry, speak at
various conferences, or have become successful beekeepers.   The
Foundation is a charitable research and education foundation organized to
preserve and protect honey bees and ensure a quality food supply and
environment. 
 
Throughout the years, ABF has worked to INVIGORATE you.  ABF hosts
webinars and on-demand educational opportunities.  We hold conferences
with exceptional speakers and opportunities to network with some of the
finest in every facet of the industry.  We have remained successful as a
national organization because of you and for you.  The beauty of ABF
centers around our unity and our collective voice, while providing a wide
range of services and opportunities for our members.  There is room in the
ABF family for beekeepers and supporters of honey and beekeeping, and
there are many ways that we can contribute to the industry’s growth,
viability, and resilience. 
 
As we move into the holiday season, I encourage you to consider ways you
can help strengthen ABF.  Perhaps it is through a donation to our legislative
efforts, hosting the American Honey Queen or Princess at your promotion,
volunteering at the Kids and Bees Expo, seeking information to serve on
one of ABF’s committees, or coming to the conference to support all our
various endeavors.  ABF is an important part of our industry, and we need
all members to support in different ways to help us to thrive in the future.

State Delegates Assembly Update
As we maneuver our way through November and December, beekeepers
shift from the active bustle of the warm season to the quiet vigilance of
winter care. By now, hives should be fully winterized; entrances reduced,
ventilation set, and adequate food stores confirmed to help colonies survive
the cold months ahead. For the next few months, hive management will
mainly involve quick external checks for moisture and intrusion.  With the
bees tightly clustered and conserving energy, the beekeeper’s role
becomes one of protection and preparation rather than hands-on
intervention.
 
These slower winter months also offer beekeepers a valuable opportunity to
recharge and refine their craft. With fewer field tasks demanding attention,
it’s the perfect time to settle in with a good beekeeping book, deepen
knowledge, and explore new techniques to try in the spring. Many
beekeepers also use winter to build, repair, and upgrade their equipment,
assembling new frames, cleaning tools, replacing worn boxes, and
organizing their apiary supplies. By combining thoughtful winter stewardship
with deliberate learning and preparation, beekeepers set themselves and
their colonies up for a stronger, more productive year ahead.
 
Speaking of a productive year ahead. At our November bi-monthly State
Delegates meeting, we had Mr. David Shenefield discuss how Indiana’s
Queen Breeding Program got started and how it continues to be one of the
most successful programs today. Our next bi-monthly meeting will take place
in person at our Annual ABF Convention on 7 January. State Delegates
please join us and learn more from Dr. David Tarpy.
 
Don’t forget the best deal now on your registration for the 2026 American
Beekeeping Federation Conference is available at www.abfnet.org/2026-
abf-conference. Don’t miss out on this opportunity to join us in Mobile, AL.
Get your hotel now at the best price before the group rate goes away on
December 6, 2025.

State Events
If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members,
please send it to Jaydee Burns at burnsboyshoney@gmail.com. 
 
Here are some state events happening the next two months:
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Dec 12-13   Idaho Honey Industry Association (IHIA) Fall Meeting – Boise, ID
 
Jan 6-10  American Beekeeping Federation Conference Annual Conference
– Mobile, AL
 
If you would like more information about the ABF State Delegates Assembly
or about state sponsorships, contact Jaydee Burns at
burnsboyshoney@gmail.com. 
 
If you are a State Delegate and would like ABF information to share at your
event, send an email including estimated numbers to
abfnet.org@gmail.com. Please give us three weeks notice.

ABF 2026 Conference and Tradeshow

We have two Keynote Speakers, breakout sessions, researchers, and panel
discussions.  Of course it's a bee meeting so there will be food, some for an
additional cost.

Keynote Speakers: Dr. Dave Tarpy
from North Carolina State University
will not only serve as a Keynote but
will also be the speaker for our State
Delegates Luncheon on
Wednesday.   Dr. Priya Chakrabarti
Basu is an Assistant Professor at
the Department of Entomology,
Washington State University. Priya
is also a courtesy faculty at Oregon
State University. 

Are you a Queen Breeder or want to
become one?  This is a special workshop
on Tuesday and you don't have to be
registered for the conference.  If you just
want to attend the Workshop, click here.

December 6th is the final day for our special conference rates at The Battle
House and the Riverview Plaza, both Marriott Renaissance hotels.  Be
careful of scammers that try to book rooms for you.  You should call the
hotel or book online using this link.
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Want to be a part of the Best Honey Show
in the U.S. and visit the North American
Honey Bar where you can sample honey
from North America?
 
There are 18 difference categories to
choose and if you can't decide, enter them
all.   The gift box theme for 2026 is
“Pirates’ Treasure”.    Click Here to
download the 2026 Honey Show Rules.
 
For the Honey Bar, bring honey to the
registration table and see Lisa Marie
Ghezzi.

Join us in 2026 in Mobile, Alabama for another great
adventure.  Check out our website for 2026 ABF
Conference Schedule, a list of vendors, and sponsors. 
2026 ABF Conference

Make the most of your time in Mobile! 
 
Sign up here to volunteer to help at the Kids & Bees
Educational Expo at the convention in Mobile.  A couple
hours of your time at convention to inspire the future
supporters of our industry….time well spent!  You must
be registered for the conference to volunteer.
 
Sign up here.
 
More detailed info will be sent to all volunteers in
December.
 
If you have questions, feel free to email Louann
Hausner for more information
(intlmarathoner21@gmail.com)

Honey Queen Buzz
Happy holidays!  November is a wonderful time to celebrate honey and
beekeepers.  Queen Cheyenne and Princess Emilia spent this last month
meeting with many of our members, promoting ABF, and speaking with
thousands of consumers about honey and honeybees.
 
State conventions and beekeeping meetings are a highlight of November. 
The Queens attended and spoke at meetings in Wisconsin, Pennsylvania,
California, and Illinois this month.  

The Wisconsin Honey Producers Association and Pennsylvania State
Beekeepers Association hosted Cheyenne at their annual conventions, and
she was a guest speaker, highlighting effective honey and beekeeping
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promotions nationwide and the impact of her work this year on behalf of
ABF.  In addition to the meetings, she was also busy with media interviews
and school presentations reaching nearly 1,500 students in elementary and
middle schools.  Her visit in Wisconsin was topped off with a well attended
Kids and Bees Expo, where she and many volunteers taught children and
adults about the beekeeping industry with hands on activities, such as
candle rolling, honey tasting, an observation hive, a demonstration hive,
microscopes, and more.  If your state is interested in starting its own Kids
and Bees Expo as part of your outreach or convention, stop by and
volunteer at ABF’s own Kids and Bees Expo in Mobile.  The organizing team
can assist you in answering questions and getting started in your state!

Princess Emilia participated in the
California State Beekeepers
Association convention this month,
advocating for beekeepers to join
the American Beekeeping
Federation.  She also highlighted
her activities with many attendees
throughout this year.  Additionally,
she was a guest of the Fox Valley
Beekeepers Association in Illinois,
where she was a guest speaker at
their annual meeting.  Besides this
meeting, she also promoted honey
in local stores and on a podcast. 
The autumn holiday season is a
great time to promote honey in your
local retail outlets.  Consider having
the American Honey Queen or
Princess participate with you in
creating some buzz at your local
stores, with honey samples or
demonstrations to highlight your
products and increase sales.  Their
presence can create a buzz around
your products!

As we move into December, the American Honey Queen Program is
humbled by the support you have provided our spokespersons this year
and the great response that we have already received for 2026 promotion
events!  If you have dates and events at which you’d like to have the
American Honey Queen or Princess promote, please contact me at
honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or at 414.545.5514!  We will happily take your
information down for 2026 promotions.  For our members in the New
England and Southern California regions, if you have events in December at
which you would like Cheyenne or Emilia to appear or speak, please contact
me!  Happy promoting!

 
 
 
 
What can you do with that left over Turkey? Make
sandwiches, heated in the microwave or 
 
Honey Turkey Rollers

INGREDIENTS:

8 oz. - cream cheese, softened 
1/3 cup - honey 
1/4 cup - mustard 
1/2 tsp. - onion powder, optional 
 
6 (8-inch) - whole wheat tortillas 
1 cup - colby jack cheese, shredded 
12 thin slices - turkey

DIRECTIONS:
In a medium bowl, beat cream cheese with an electric mixer until fluffy. Add
honey, mustard and onion powder; mix well.

Spread 1 to 2 tablespoons of honey cream cheese mixture out to the edge
of each tortilla.
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Sprinkle each tortilla with cheese, leaving about 1 inch around the edge.

Place 2 slices of turkey on each tortilla.

Roll up each tortilla tightly and wrap in plastic wrap.

Chill at least 30 minutes, then slice each tortilla log into eight 1-inch rounds
and serve.
 
Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board. For more honey
recipes, visit honey.com.
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