
Question? Why do we receive the October e-buzz on the last day of
October.  Good Question so note the monthly e-buzz will arrive the first of
the month rather than the last day of the month.
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Vice-President's Message

Two New Initiatives!
We've been working on the Honey Integrity Act for several years.  A
refresher:
 
To provide for the protection of the integrity of honey marketed in the United
States, and for other purposes.
 
Standard of Identity (SOI), a clear and easy to understand country of origin
label requirement to greatly improve product traceability, transparency, and
testing. 
 
Congressman Steube (R- FL) and Congressman Panetta (D-CA) introduced
the Honey Integrity Act which enact federal honey standards. (Bill HR.2162)
The companion bill was introduced by Senator Tuberville (R-AL) in the
Senate. (Bill S.1028)

 
What else are we doing to help in this area? 

Honey Collection Project
Collect and Analyze Honey Samples

https://easternapiculture.org


Our goal is to see what type of honey is impacting the prices of
our market

Purpose: Build a Robust Science-based understanding of Honey
Composition

Sugar Profiles and Floral Sources
Key Elements

Distribution of Sampling Kits
Emphasis on Chain of Custody and Consent
Flexibility to Accommodate State-Specific Regulatory
Requirements
Collection of Management Practice Data
Open Communication Channels

Strong Interest and Engagement
11 States/162 kit requests
62 Returned as of 10/28/25

Honey Bee Surveillance Plan
Mission: To predict future losses due to trends noted during quarterly
samples collected across the US. Recommend steps to prevent these
losses.
 
Goal: Collect quarterly samples from commercial beekeepers across the US
in strategic locations.
 
Have a proven location trained to test if/when we have another huge die off.

Results released quickly
Recommended Steps

Solicited Universities that have labs that can test samples for:

Virus’
Pathogens
Nutrition Issues
Pesticides

Universities

Texas A&M
Auburn
Maryland

If you have any questions, you may contact me at
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com or 317-432-9578

State Delegates Assembly Update
We are fast approaching our 2026 American Beekeeping Federation
Conference; I encourage you to take a few minutes out of your busy
schedule to register and save your hotel room before their great room rates
are gone.
Click on this link to take you to the 2026 ABF Conference  Don’t miss out on
this opportunity to join us in Mobile, AL.
 
At this time of year many states are having their Annual State Beekeeper
Conferences. As state representatives, I encourage you to make every
effort and opportunity to connect with the members of your state’s
organization and share how ABF is making a difference across the
beekeeping community, from hobbyists to commercial operations. 
 
A big thank you for attending our bi-monthly meeting on 11 September. I
hope you enjoyed the information shared by the USDA team and the
presentation provided by PhD Arathi Seshadri. Our goal for bi-monthly
meetings is to provide insightful programs, resources, and tools that State
Delegates can share with your state beekeepers. Our next meeting will be
held on November 13, at 8 pm EST. State Delegate’s please join us and
learn more about establishing Queen Breeding Program from Mr. David
Shenefield. 

State Events
If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members,
please send it to Jaydee Burns at burnsboyshoney@gmail.com. 
 
Here are some state events happening in November/December:

https://abfnet.org/2026-abf-conference/
mailto:burnsboyshoney@gmail.com
mailto:burnsboyshoney@gmail.com


Nov 6-8 Florida State Beekeepers Association (FSBA)
                                             Annual Conference – Kissimmee, FL
 
Nov 6-8 Wisconsin Honey Producers (WHPA)
                                             Annual Convention – Neenah, WI
Nov 7-8 Illinois State Beekeepers Association (ISBA)
                                             Annual Conference – Springfield, IL
 
Nov 7-8 Mississippi Beekeepers Association (MBA)
                                             Annual Conference – Brandon, MS
 
Nov 7-8 The Kansas Honey Producers’
                                             Fall Conference – Salina, KS
 
Nov 8 Massachusetts Beekeepers Association (MBA)
                                             Fall  Meeting – Natick, MA
 
Nov 8-9 New York State Beekeepers Association (NYSBA)
                                             Fall Conference – Syracuse, NY
 
Nov 14-16 Pennsylvania State Beekeepers Association (PSBA)
                                             Fall Conference, State College, PA
 
Nov 15  Maryland State Beekeepers Association (MSBA)
                                             Fall Meeting – Germantown, MD
 
Nov 15  Kentucky State Beekeepers Association (KSBA)
                                             Fall Conference – Owensboro, KY
 
Nov 18-20 California State Beekeepers Association (CSBA)
                                             Fall Convention – Temecula, CA
 
Nov 20-22 Texas Beekeepers Association (TBA)
                                             Annual Convention – Waco, TX
 
Dec 11-13 Idaho Honey Industry Association (IHIA)
                                             Annual Conference – Boise, ID

 
If you would like more information about the ABF State Delegates Assembly
or about state sponsorships, contact Jaydee Burns at
burnsboyshoney@gmail.com. 
 
If you are a State Delegate and would like ABF information to share at your
event, send an email including estimated numbers to
abfnet.org@gmail.com. Please give us three weeks notice.

ABF 2026 Conference and Tradeshow

You still have an opportunity to register for the conference and tradeshow
and save $50. We have two Keynote Speakers, breakout sessions,
researchers, and panel discussions.  Of course it's a bee meeting so there
will be food, some for an additional cost.

Keynote Speakers: Dr. Dave Tarpy
from North Carolina State University
will not only serve as a Keynote but
will also be the speaker for our State
Delegates Luncheon on
Wednesday.   Dr. Priya Chakrabarti
Basu is an Assistant Professor at
the Department of Entomology,
Washington State University. Priya
is also a courtesy faculty at Oregon
State University. 

Are you a Queen Breeder or want to
become one?  This is a special workshop

https://flstatebeekeepers.org/conference-2025
https://wihoney.org/
https://www.ilsba.com/
https://mshoneybee.org/annual-convention/
https://www.kansashoneyproducers.org/bi-annual-meetings
https://www.massbee.org/
https://eshpa.org/events-1
https://www.pastatebeekeepers.org/event-6272717
https://www.mdbeekeepers.org/2025-november-meeting/
https://kybees.org/
https://www.californiastatebeekeepers.com/convention/
https://texasbeekeepers.org/
http://www.idahohoney.org/conference.html
mailto:burnsboyshoney@gmail.com
http://abfnet.org@gmail.com


on Tuesday and you don't have to be
registered for the conference.  If you just
want to attend the Workshop, click here.

We did say food!!!   Thursday you can sign up for the Honey Promotion
Luncheon which will feature our 2025 Honey Queen and Princess along with
our 2026 Honey Queen and Princess Candidates.  The Foundation
Luncheon will be on Friday and showcase our 4-H Essay and Scholarship
Winners along with a guest speaker.  Every year on Saturday morning we
hold a Research/Commercial Breakfast.  The topic this year will be "Brothers
in Beekeeping" and all registration fees go toward research.
 
The Battle House and the Riverview Plaza, both Marriott Renaissance
hotels, have ABF conference rates.   Be careful of scammers that try to
book rooms for you.  You should call the hotel or book online using this link.

Want to be a part of the Best Honey Show
in the U.S. and visit the North American
Honey Bar where you can sample honey
from North America?
 
There are 18 difference categories to
choose and if you can't decide, enter them
all.   The gift box theme for 2026 is
“Pirates’ Treasure”.   
 
For the Honey Bar, bring honey to the
registration table and see Lisa Marie
Ghezzi.
 
Click Here to download the 2026
Honey Show Rules.

Join us in 2026 in Mobile, Alabama for another great
adventure.  Check out our website for 2026 ABF
Conference Schedule, a list of vendors, and sponsors. 
2026 ABF Conference

Free Webinars
We have Free Webinars every third Saturday of the month. 
 
Stephanie Slater is scheduled for Saturday, November 15 at 7:00 pm EST. 
Her talk with be on "Preparing honey and beeswax entries for the 2026
American Honey Show"  Register today by clicking here.  You will need a
zoom account when you register.

Sign up to BEE a part of Kids & Bees at the ABF
Convention! 
 
Don’t miss the chance to volunteer at the 2026 Kids &
Bees Educational Expo at our upcoming conference in
Mobile, AL.  You can sign up for setup on Friday, Jan
9th, support during the event on Saturday, January
10th, or tear down.  Looking for friendly faces  and
helping hands to inspire our next generation of
honeybee supporters! 
 
Sign up here.

https://www.findjoo.com/POS/Widget/7b2c3e95-235a-44b9-890c-afdc015ab7ed?editId=71fe66b8-ee1f-4524-9c31-f8ba5ab7fae7&hideBookings=true&hideCourses=true&hideProducts=true&time=1767704400000
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1735921444660&key=GRP&guestreslink2=true&app=resvlink
https://abfnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2026-ABF-Honey-Show-Rules.pdf
https://abfnet.org/2026-abf-conference/
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_NPWG6X7fQ1-4wHnVJ1MwKA
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScqg1g1_D1HDzYiHQjvYG1CTu95KbJLDf3UkkmK0frIY-ARFQ/viewform?usp=header


 
We will be reaching out to all volunteers in December
with more instructions about the event. 
 
If you have questions, feel free to email Louann
Hausner for more information
(intlmarathoner21@gmail.com)

Honey Queen Buzz
October eventually brought us some beautiful autumn weather and helped
move the Queens into a season of honey promotions that focused on the
harvests that we enjoy this year.  This season gives us opportunities to
teach the public about different parts of the beekeeping industry as well,
notably our commercial beekeeping operations and how we ready our bees
for the fall or prepare for pollination services.
 
October began this year with continued visits to fairs and festivals in
Georgia, Maryland, and Massachusetts.  The Queens made stops at the
Georgia National Fair, the Hahira Honeybee Festival, the Oregon Ridge
Nature Center Honey Harvest Festival, and the Topsfield Fair.  Cheyenne
and Emilia focused on honey, the extraction process, and the fruits of our
labor at the end of the honey flows.  They sold countless bottles of honey,
demonstrated the many uses of beeswax, aided in extracting
demonstrations, continually pointed out the queens in observation hives,
and took part in media interviews promoting the events and organizations
they were partnering with at these events.

Educational presentations about honey
and beekeeping are a big part of fair visits
as well, and, in October, they become
especially important at these fairs, with
school groups making field trips to the
various events.  Additionally, Cheyenne
and Emilia were guest speakers in schools
in North Dakota, Maryland, and West
Virginia during October.  These
presentations afforded the Queens
opportunities to teach about beekeeping
basics along with how beekeepers ready
their bees for the cooler months, notably in
our northern states. 
 

Ag in the Classroom is a great
partnering program for the American
Honey Queen Program, and
Cheyenne once again participated
in these presentations for a week in
Montana, reaching thousands of
students in one week.  The Farm
Bureau and other agricultural
extension organizations are great
partners in soliciting opportunities
for presentations to students about
our industry; consider inviting the
American Honey Queen or Princess
to help with these events in your
area.  These events can be paired
with other events, such as farmers’
markets, farm stand promotions,
and adult education opportunities,
much like Emilia experienced in
North Dakota and Cheyenne in
Georgia!

Contact me to discuss how you can develop a series of community based
events in your area for the American Honey Queen and Princess to promote
our industry.  There are endless possibilities, and I encourage you to follow
the American Honey Queen and Princess on Facebook and Instagram to
follow their travels and learn more about what your colleagues and peers
are doing to creatively promote honey in their regions.  Contact me at
honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or at 414.545.5514 to request one of our
spokespersons for your events this year or next year!  Happy promoting!

mailto:intlmarathoner21@gmail.com
mailto:honeyqueen99@hotmail.com


The National Honey Board Salutes Veterans with
the Release of a New Video Featuring Hives for
Heroes

In celebration of Veteran’s Day on November 11th, the NHB is proud to
present the newest installment of its Celebrating Beekeeping video series. A
link to the Hives for Heroes video can be found here.
 
Hives for Heroes, is a non-profit serving all 50 states. The organization helps
veterans connect with each other through beekeeping. But it doesn’t just
introduce veterans to a new passion and purpose, it introduces them to an
unexpected path towards healing.
 
“At the heart of Hives for Heroes is the belief that service never ends, it simply
takes new form. Every jar of honey harvested, every hive managed, and every
community touched reflects our core values: connection, purpose,
relationships, and service. Together, we are transforming the lives of Heroes
while safeguarding the pollinators that sustain our food systems and
ecosystems.” Steve Jimenez - Hives for Heroes President & Founder
Hives for Heroes empowers veterans by focusing on honey bee conservation,
suicide prevention, and a healthy transition from service. It is our honor to
bring the story of this program to life, and to all the veterans in our industry,
our sincerest thank you for your service.

Thanksgiving is here again, and we are ready for a tasty
celebration! As we look forward to the weeks ahead and
finalize our holiday menus, we’re sharing one of our
favorite recipes that is sure to make your Thanksgiving
holiday bright.
 
Queen Bee Apple Pie

INGREDIENTS:

6 cups - green apple, pared and sliced
2 T - lemon juice
1 1/4 cups - cold water
1/3 cup - cornstarch
1 tsp. - cinnamon
1/4 tsp. - ground nutmeg
1 cup - honey
1 pkg. (15 oz.) - 2 unroll and bake 9-inch pie crusts
1/4 cup - walnuts, coarsely chopped
1/3 cup - raisins

DIRECTIONS:
Preheat oven to 350°F.
Toss together apples and lemon juice in large bowl; set aside.
In small saucepan, whisk together cold water, cornstarch, cinnamon, and
nutmeg. Add honey; mix well. Bring to a boil over medium heat, stirring
constantly. Continue to cook and stir unti mixture thickens and becomes
translucent. Pour hot honey mixture over apple mixture; toss to coat evenly.
Turn apple mixture into pastry-lined 9-inch pie plate. Sprinkle walnuts and
raisins over apples. Place second crust over filling. Seal and flute edges.
Cut slits in top crust for steam to escape. Bake 35 to 40 minutes or until
golden brown. Cool completely on wire rack.

Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board. For more honey

https://honey.com/newsroom/video#celebratingbeekeeping:findinganewpurpose
https://hivesforheroes.org/


recipes, visit honey.com.

https://abfnet.org/2026-abf-conference   abfnet.org@gmail.com 

Follow Us
Facebook
Instagram
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