
January 2026

Vice-President's Message

Happy New Year!!
We look forward to the new year as we reflect, but not dwell, on the past. 
This past year saw many changes, challenges, and implementations of new
programs.  Change is inevitable but we don't have to like it and while some
beekeepers are slow to accept change, others will quickly embrace it.  2025
saw members of our ABF family come together to meet industry challenges
and others step up to help with the implementation of new programs.   
 
Many volunteers give unselfishly of their time and meet monthly or bi-
monthly serving on at least one committee to achieve goals that help our
organization as well as our industry.   They discuss ideas and how best to
implement them.  Hard work by our volunteers helped increase our
membership to almost twelve-hundred and our State Sponsorship to now
include thirty-six states.  We implemented monthly webinars including topics
for beekeepers of all levels.  Suggested by-law changes were posted in Q2
Quarterly and two new programs were kicked off by the legislative team. 
Communications to our members have kept you informed on many industry
issues including monthly postings of the latest research.   The best
American Honey Show is only possible due to the many volunteer hours of
that team.  And I must mention the countless hours put in by the conference
committee.
 
In less than a week, you will see the team and our board members in action
as we meet in Mobile for our 83rd conference.  With many of you joining us,
you will hear about different mite treatments and updates from other
industry organizations.  We have an all-day Queen Breeders workshop with
seven specialists presenting and including round table discussions.  We
have lined up many sessions taught by researchers, beekeepers, and
industry leaders.  You will hear from the President of the European
Professional Beekeepers Association and the General Manager of Safety,
Security, & Harbor Operations of the Alabama Port Authority.   All day
Saturday you will be able to attend a special workshop focused on
Tropilaelaps mites, or round table discussions on working with researchers,

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScqg1g1_D1HDzYiHQjvYG1CTu95KbJLDf3UkkmK0frIY-ARFQ/viewform?usp=header


the latest updates on our new initiatives, or several other workshops.  
 
We have a full Tradeshow with over fifty-five companies represented.  In the
Tradeshow, there will be twenty research posters, display of winners of the
American Honey Show, and the North American Honey Bar where you may
taste honey’s from around the country and Canada.  You will also see the
largest bee hive in the U.S. that will be auctioned off at the Saturday night
banquet.
 
Throughout the week, you'll be able to meet the four Foundation
scholarship recipients, two of the 4-H Essay contest winners, and both 2025
American Honey Queen and Princess as well as the candidates for 2026. 
Several of our State Apiary Inspectors will be on site along with the
American Association of Professional Apiculturists.
 
We would like to welcome you to the conference whether it will be your first
time or your 83rd.
 
If you have any questions, you may contact me at
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com or 317-432-9578

State Delegates Assembly Update
Welcome 2026!
 
This year we celebrate 83 years of advocating for the beekeeper and
the beekeeping industry in America. If I may compare our organization
to a hive, it is going strong. We continue to build upon the legacy of those
leaders who came before us, while learning, adapting, and innovating for
the future.
 
Over the past 83 years, much has changed in beekeeping. Practices have
evolved, challenges have grown, and innovations have reshaped our
industry. Yet one thing has remained constant: ABF’s unwavering dedication
to its members and to the beekeeping industry. The Federation has
consistently placed the good of the hive above individual interests,
understanding that a strong hive ensures the success of all.
 
What truly sets this organization and its members apart is its solid
foundation—one grounded in what is best for all beekeepers, regardless of
skill level, scale, or experience. ABF’s work ensures that support, advocacy,
and progress benefit the entire industry. This organization does not exist to
serve only one or a handful of beekeepers; it exists to strengthen the hive
as a whole.
 
Throughout our industry, there are spin-off or “swarm” organizations and
coalitions that focus on specific needs within beekeeping. These groups
often bring valuable attention to targeted issues and play an important role
in industry growth. However, such narrow focus can sometimes create a
myopic view that overlooks the broader vision need for the industry as a
whole. ABF remains that grounded, visionary organization, keeping the full
scope of beekeeping in focus while advocating for sustainable, long-term
success.
 
We begin this year as we have many before, with the ABF convention,
January 6–10, 2026. By the time this is published, the convention will be
only days away. I look forward to seeing you in Mobile, Alabama, where we
will learn from one another, explore new innovations, and reconnect with
both new and familiar faces.
 
May our hive continue to cluster together, drawing strength from one
another as we move confidently into the year ahead.
 
To start this year out, our State Delegates will be meeting on 7 January at
noon in Mobile, AL. This will be an opportunity to meet one another in
person from near and far, to review our 2025 goals and to hear from Dr.
David Tarpy. Dr. Tarpy is a Professor of Applied Ecology and the Extension
Apiculturist at NC State. His research interests focus on the biology and
behavior of honey bee queens—using techniques including field
manipulations, behavioral observation, instrumental insemination, and
molecular genetics—in order to better improve the overall health of queens
and their colonies. I look forward to hearing his presentation and seeing you
there.

State Events
If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members,
please send it to Jaydee Burns at burnsboyshoney@gmail.com. 
 
Here are some state events happening in January/February:
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American Beekeeping Federation Conference 
                                             Annual Conference – Mobile, AL
 
Feb 13-15   Wisconsin Honey Producers Association (WHPA)
                             University of Wisconsin-Madison Beekeeping Short
Course
 
Feb 20-21   Utah Beekeepers’ Association (UBA) 
                             Annual Conference - Taylorsville, UT
 
Feb 26-28   Nevada State Beekeepers (NSB)                                                 
                              Annual Conference – Yerington, NV
 
Feb 27-28   South Carolina Beekeepers Association (SCBA)
                            Spring Conference – Florence, SC
 
Feb 27-28   West Virginia Beekeepers Association (WVBA)
                             Spring Summit – Wheeling, WV
 
Feb 28        The Beekeepers of Indiana (TBoI)     
                             Indiana Bee School - Carmel, IN
 
Other State Delegate News:
 
Oklahoma Beekeepers Associations would like to announce their
associations scholarship application to support a college student in
furthering their bee education. If you know of someone that may be
interested, use the link below.  Oklahoma Beekeepers Association
Scholarship
 
Remember if you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF
members, please send it to Jaydee Burns at
burnsboyshoney@gmail.com.  If you would like more information about the
ABF State Delegates Assembly or about State Sponsorships, contact
Jaydee Burns at burnsboyshoney@gmail.com.  

 
State Delegates if you would like ABF information to share at your event,
send an email including estimated numbers to abfnet.org@gmail.com. 
Please give us three weeks' notice.
 
Regards,
Jaydee Burns, Chair
ABF State Delegates Assembly

ABF 2026 Conference and Tradeshow

Keynote Speakers: Dr. Dave Tarpy
from North Carolina State University
will not only serve as a Keynote but
will also be the speaker for our
State Delegates Luncheon on
Wednesday.   Dr. Priya Chakrabarti
Basu is an Assistant Professor at
the Department of Entomology,
Washington State University. Priya
is also a courtesy faculty at Oregon
State University. 

Our 83rd ABF Conference and Tradeshow will begin in 6 short days. 
Preregistration ended at midnight; however, we do allow walk-ins.  
 
Conference Check In: You may check in for the conference on Tuesday,
January 6, 2026 beginning at 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm in the Prefunction Foyer.
Wednesday thru Friday, check in will be from 7:00 am to 5:00 pm.
Saturday, January 11, 2025 check in will be from 7:00 am to noon.
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Lodging: The Battle House and the Riverview Plaza, both Marriott
Renaissance hotels, have rooms available; however, you will need to
contact the hotel directly.
 
Renaissance Mobile Riverview Plaza Hotel
64 South Water Street
Mobile, Alabama 36602
Phone: 251-438-4000
 
Renaissance The Battle House Hotel & Spa Mobile
26 North Royal Street
Mobile, Alabama 36602
Phone: 251-438-2000 
 
Parking: The Battle House is valet only, $24 per night, and at the Riverview
Plaza is discounted at $12.00 per night with valet at $22

You may drop off your honey for the
Honey Show on Wednesday, January 7th
in Upper Level - Room 202.
 
Click Here to download the 2026 Honey
Show Rules.
 
If you are bringing honey for the North
American Honey Bar, bring the honey to
the registration desk. 
 
The North American Honey Bar will be
open Wednesday through Friday from
11:30 am to 1:30 pm in the Lower Level -
South Hall.

To see the list of our vendors, click here.
 
Join us in 2026 in Mobile, Alabama for another great adventure.  Check out
our website for 2026 ABF Conference Schedule, and sponsors.  2026 ABF
Conference

Need Volunteers to support Kids & Bees
Educational Expo
 
If you are able to volunteer a few hours on Saturday
morning, and want to make a positive impact for the
industry, you MUST sign up to be a volunteer at our
2026 Kids & Bees Educational Expo!  We need as many
volunteers as possible for Friday afternoon setup and/or
the Saturday morning event, to inspire the local
Alabama children that will be attending!  Many hands
make light, and fun, work, so please join us on Saturday
morning. 

Volunteer hours are from 8am-12:30pm from setup to tear down.  (actual
event runs from 9-11:30)
 
If you like the opportunity to AMAZE kids with the variety of honey through
honey tasting, IMPRESS kids with how vital honeybee pollination is for our
lives, DAZZLE kids by applying  a cool honeybee temporary tattoo, or
FASCINATE kids by taking them inside a hive to learn about life inside the
honeybees home, all of these could be YOU if you sign up for Saturday,
January 10th Kids & Bees Educational Expo!  Questions? email Louann
Hausner at intlmarathoner21@gmail.com
 
Sign up here so you don't miss the fun!
 
VOLUNTEER Sign Up 

Honey Queen Buzz
Seasons greetings!  I hope everyone had a joyous holiday celebration with
their families and friends.
 
December is a month of preparations for many of us for the upcoming work
year, for the holiday season, and for the American Honey Queen, Princess,
and Committee, the ABF convention in Mobile.  In December, our
representatives wrapped up their work for the American Beekeeping
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Federation, making a few last stops in local schools, teaching elementary
through high school students about bees, and notably, about honey.
 
While December can be a quieter month for interest in honeybee
presentations in some parts of the country, it is a perfect time to celebrate
and promote honey, which is a primary component to the American Honey
Queen and Princess’s job for us.  They promote our products in schools,
through cooking demonstrations and hands on learning activities with
students, at fairs and festivals, through demonstrations, samples, and work
at honey sales booths, and in the media with sit down interviews, phone
interviews and the occasional product demonstration live on air.
 
While many of us are busier around the holidays, there are plenty of
opportunities to utilize our Queen and Princess in your holiday promotions. 
Do you have an open house at your business?  Consider having the Queen
or Princess come to your area, teaching students and promoting your event,
advocating for honey use on the local news program and encouraging
residents to take part in celebrating your business, and meeting with your
local community organizations about the criticality of your business and the
beekeeping industry.
 
Queen Cheyenne and Princess Emilia also had a busy work weekend,
preparing for the ABF convention.  They crafted their speeches and
presentations and final reports and are eager to share promotional tips and
tricks that they’ve learned throughout the year and from our colleagues at
their events.  Be sure to catch up with them during the conference and
attend their speeches to learn more about their valuable work for the
beekeeping industry and ABF this year.
 
We are in full swing preparing for our 2026 American Honey Queen and
Princess – preparing the annual honey recipe brochures, developing a
training plan for the new spokespersons, and beginning work on their
promotional events and schedule.  If you have dates and events at which
you’d like to have the American Honey Queen or Princess promote, please
contact me at honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or at 414.545.5514!  We will
happily take your information down for 2026 promotions now or at the ABF
convention.  Happy promoting!
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The National Honey Board Highlights the Resiliency of U.S.
Beekeepers

It has never been harder to keep healthy bees. Yet through it all, beekeepers
persevere. Across every boarder and every culture, beekeepers share the
same purpose to care for honey bees.
 
The National Honey Board is honored to spotlight the resiliency of the U.S.
honey industry through its newest Celebrating Beekeeping video, which
highlights some of the many beekeeping stories we have had the privilege to
tell in recent years. View the video here.

Many of us are looking for natural ways to support our
health by boosting our immunity but may not know
where to start. One tasty way is to fill your plate with
antioxidant-, mineral-, and vitamin-rich foods, including a
variety of fruits, vegetables, and common spices. With
this in mind, we’re sharing one of our favorite honey-
inspired recipes featuring immunity-boosting
ingredients.
 
Ginger, Turmeric, Cardamom, Buckwheat Honey
Oatmeal

INGREDIENTS:

1/2 - 3/4 cup - milk of choice
1 packet (approx. 1 oz.) - plain instant oatmeal
1/4 tsp. - ground ginger
1/4 tsp. - ground turmeric
1/4 tsp. - ground cardamom
2 tsp. - buckwheat honey
1 T - toasted pistachios, chopped (optional)
2 tsp. - dried cranberries, optional

DIRECTIONS:
Heat milk in a microwaveable mug in microwave until boiling, approximately 1
minute on high.
 
Pour packet of oatmeal into serving bowl. Add ginger, turmeric, cardamom.
Pour heated milk on top of oatmeal and stir, adding more milk as needed
until desired consistency is reached.
 
Top with honey, pistachios and cranberries.
 
TIP:
Turn this into an especially delicious treat by using coconut milk or topping
with coconut whipped cream.
 
Get creative with toppings! Any type of dried fruit and nuts work well with this
recipe.

Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board. For more honey
recipes, visit honey.com.
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