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Vice-President's Message

Spring is on its way
While my bees are in the Almonds, the hives I left behind on the MS Gulf
Coast are turning the corner. I can tell that spring is on its way.

Spring brings us days of warming temperatures, pollen in the air, and
“yellow rain” on our vehicles. As the temperatures warm and the bees take
their cleansing flights, we look forward to another year. As beekeepers, we
understand the reasons we are getting pooped on, figuratively as well as
literally. Lately, we seem to be getting it from all directions.

As your Vice President, I am constantly looking after the best interest the
U.S. beekeeping industry. Having firsthand knowledge of the struggles our
industry is facing, I get up everyday to take them head on. I have found,
through daily phone calls and Zoom meetings, that a multitude of
beekeepers, as well as scientist, are alarmed about the trends we are
seeing in the beekeeping industry. Although high colony losses, poor
nutrition, and cheap honey prices seem insurmountable, we can never give
up. If we give up, we will loose.

The leadership of ABF is working diligently on your behalf to protect the U.S.
beekeeping industry.
Richard Coy

State Delegates Assembly Update



State Delegates, 

Let me begin by offering my sincere apologies for the meeting text reminder
many of you received on February 19. While updating our Zoom calendar
for March, I accidentally sent the notification a month early. Thank you for
your patience and understanding as we continue working to keep our
communications timely and helpful.  
 
March is an especially active month for beekeepers across the United
States. In California, bees are already hard at work pollinating almond
orchards, while in other regions beekeepers are focused on building up
colony strength after winter. This is the time of year when many of you are
preparing to replace winter losses, expand your apiaries for spring
production, and get ready for upcoming bee sales. Much of the month’s
effort centers on supporting hive health, monitoring nutrition, and setting the
stage for a productive season ahead.

Wishing each of you a successful and rewarding March in your beekeeping
endeavors!

State Delegate Assembly schedule. Beginning in March, our bi-monthly
State Delegate Assembly meetings will be held on the third Thursday of the
month at 8:00 PM Eastern Time.

Please add the following dates to your calendars for planning purposes:

March 19, 2026
May 21, 2026
July 16, 2026
September 17, 2026
November 19, 2026

Thank you again for your dedication, participation, and continued service to
the American Beekeeping Federation. I look forward to our continued work
together in the year ahead.

State Events
If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members,
please send it to Jaydee Burns at burnsboyshoney@gmail.com. 
 
Upcoming State events happening in the next month:
 
March 21  Oklahoma State Beekeepers Association (OSBA) 

Spring Conference – Oklahoma City, OK
 
Remember if you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF
members, please send it to Jaydee Burns at
burnsboyshoney@gmail.com.  If you would like more information about the
ABF State Delegates Assembly or about State Sponsorships, contact
Jaydee Burns at burnsboyshoney@gmail.com.  
 
State Delegates, if you would like ABF information to share at your event,
send an email including estimated numbers to abfnet.org@gmail.com. 
Please give us three weeks' notice.
 
Regards,
Jaydee Burns, Chair
ABF State Delegates Assembly

ABF 2027 Conference and Tradeshow
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Honey Queen Buzz
February was a month of preparations for our American Honey Queen and
Princess.  From February 5-10, Delanie and Oceanna were engaged with
multiple members of the American Honey Queen Committee learning about
their roles as national spokespersons for the American Beekeeping
Federation, improving their presentation techniques, preparing for media
interviews, and practicing all their skills.  Training is an intensive period of
time, rooted in constructive criticism, practice, skills and knowledge training,
and other orientation items.  Both our spokespersons come to us with
different experiences and knowledge of the beekeeping industry and they
soaked up even more information like sponges throughout our sessions. 
Much more practice and preparation will continue over the upcoming months
as they hone their skills and gain more experience and knowledge
throughout their travels.
 
Training isn’t a one person show; it takes a group of dedicated volunteers
who have different areas of expertise and skills, who take time out of their
busy schedules to help the Queen and Princess improve themselves.  I
thank each person from our team of volunteers who donated their time and
provided valuable coaching and who will continue to be there to guide
Delanie and Oceanna throughout the year.
 
The rest of February afforded the American Honey Queen Committee time
to develop and issue media releases, edit and put into production the
annual Honey Queen recipe brochures, continue training sessions, and
start scheduling promotions for our Queen and Princess.  Concluding our
training session meant that Delanie and Oceanna presented in elementary
schools in Wisconsin to put into action their skill and knowledge.  Delanie
also participated in her first virtual school presentation of the year, speaking
with animal science students in Kansas about commercial beekeeping and
the threats that honeybees face like other livestock.  Do you have a similar
high school in your area that might want a single presentation?  Pass along
our contact information and we can schedule Delanie or Oceanna to
present on ABF’s behalf.
 
Delanie and Oceanna are eager to promote on our behalf and provide
educational programming in your area.  We have many openings this spring



and early summer to visit your events.  Contact me as soon as possible to
start the planning process for your events!  You may reach me at
honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or 414.545.5514.  Happy promoting!

It’s Official: Honey Is the U.S.’s #1 Sweetener

The National Honey Board’s 2025 Attitudes and Usage Study, conducted by
The Hartman Group, found honey has surpassed sugar as the #1 sweetener
among U.S. consumers, driven by its perception as a wholesome, versatile
option used across food, drink and everyday occasions. Nearly two-thirds of
consumers say they choose products with honey over those without it.
 
Click here to download the full Attitudes and Usage Study.

As vital members of our ecosystem, honey bees
pollinate more than 90 crops, including many of the
fruits, vegetables, and nuts that we enjoy on a regular
basis. With this in mind, we're sharing a recipe that, like
honey, come straight from nature. Naturally flavored by
honey and featuring a variety of honey bee-pollinated
ingredients, this dish is the perfect way to welcome our
pollinators back after a long winter.
 
Avocado Strawberry Spinach Salad with Honey
Balsamic Dressing

INGREDIENTS:

8 oz. - baby spinach
16 oz. - strawberries, sliced
2 - avocados, cubed
1/3 cup - walnuts, chopped
1/3 cup - feta, crumbled
For the Dressing:
1/3 cup - balsamic vinegar
1/4 cup - honey
2 T - extra virgin olive oil

DIRECTIONS:
Toss together the spinach, strawberries, avocados, walnuts and feta in
bowl.
In a separate bowl, whisk the dressing ingredients together.
Drizzle dressing over the greens.
 
Recipe courtesy of Mitzi Dulan, RD, CSSD, made for the National Honey
Board
 
Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board. For more honey
recipes, visit honey.com.
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