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President's Message

Arranging Chairs

As | was doing some Spring Cleaning, | ran across some letters from 2010.
Industry priorities were:

o Additional Funding for Research. In the present economic
climate, we might not get any additional funding, but we certainly want
to maintain what we have.

e Protecting our Honey Market. Adulteration of honey with cheap
sweeteners is threatening our market...Our honey market is in
precarious shape. We need to take strong steps to shore it up.FDA
has promised Congress that it will get to work on the honey standard
of identity the industry submitted nearly four years ago.

o Disaster Programs and Crop Insurance. We are continuing to
work for USDA disaster programs to be more “user friendly” to
beekeepers.

It is a quarter way through 2026. We start off the year with taking surveys
on how our bees did? Do we have major losses or the normal 40% that
appears to be the acceptable norm in our industry?

We'll make up our list of priorities and as we speak to Senators and
Congressmen, or their staff, we need to ask what headway if any are we
making. Last year we had a catastrophic loss rate that garnered attention
across the United State and even that did not get our funding increased or
our Standard of Identity passed.



| ask myself "What will it take to make our voices heard? To make Congress
recognize our struggles and actually do something?"

Are we making progress or are we just arranging chairs on the Titanic?

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com or 317-432-9578

Marketing Committee

Have you been noticing our new Social Media posts. What a fantastic job!
Says thanks to our new Marketing Committee. Virginia Webb, Chair and
Sandra Knight, Co-chair have certainly come on strong. Welcome all
members of the committee.

2026 Membership Contest

Membership has started a new contest for 2026 beginning February 1, 2026
and ending October 1, 2026.

Every NEW member will have their name put in a drawing to win free
registration at the 2027 conference plus a $100.00 gift card. The
registration is non transferable and is only redeemable at the 2027
conference. Only new members will be entered, not returning members.

The winner will be drawn in our October meeting so they will have sufficient
time to register before early registration ends. It includes basic registration.
Other events like the social night, lunches, or commercial breakfast are not
included and the winner will need to pay for those separately.

State Delegates Assembly Update
State Delegates,

The State Delegates Assembly met on Thursday, March 19, 2025. We had
26 states represented at our bi-monthly meeting. We had the opportunity to
learn from Mr. Christian Longtin, Account Executive at Findjoo. He shared
with us the capabilities of the Findjoo database and its potential benefits to
State and Local organizations.

April is a crucial month for beekeepers throughout the United States,
whether you're just beginning or have been caring for your colonies for
years. With longer daylight hours and rising temperatures, this is the season
when beekeepers should conduct thorough hive inspections, evaluate
colony strength, and prepare for spring expansion. Essential tasks include
checking for adequate food stores, monitoring brood patterns, and ensuring
that queens are laying properly.

If you experienced winter losses, April is the ideal time to assess and
replace those losses by installing new packages, nucleus colonies (nucs), or
queens as needed. For others, this month provides an opportunity to
expand apiaries by splitting strong colonies or adding new hives. Beginners
should focus on setting up their first hive(s), and learning basic hive
management techniques, such as proper placement, and frame installation.

Regardless of your level of experience, April is a time for renewal and
growth in beekeeping. Use this month to refine your inspection skills and set
the foundation for a productive season. Whether you manage a backyard
hive or a larger operation, diligent monitoring and timely interventions now
will help ensure healthy colonies and a successful honey harvest later in the
year.

May your bees flourish and your care lead to robust colonies and a
rewarding season ahead!

State Delegates please add the following dates to your calendars for
planning purposes:

May 21, 2026
July 16, 2026
September 17, 2026
November 19, 2026



State Events
If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members,

please send it to Jaydee Burns at burnsboyshoney@gmail.com.

Upcoming State events happening in the next month:

April 11 & 18 lllinois Beekeeper Association (ILA)
Beekeeping Field Study — Crystal Lake, IL

April 18 Georgia Beekeepers Association (GBA)
GBA JamborBEE — Toomsboro, Georgia

April 18 Louisiana Beekeepers Association (LBA)
Spring Field Day — Alexandria, LA

April 25 New Hampshire Beekeepers Association (NHBA)
Spring Workshop — Alstead, NH

Remember if you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF
members, please send it to Jaydee Burns at

burnsboyshoney@gmail.com. If you would like more information about the
ABF State Delegates Assembly or about State Sponsorships, contact

Jaydee Burns at burnsboyshoney@gmail.com.

State Delegates, if you would like ABF information to share at your event,
send an email including estimated numbers to

burnsboyshoney@gmail.com. Please give us three weeks' notice.

Regards,
Jaydee Burns, Chair
ABF State Delegates Assembly

ABF 2027 Conference and Tradeshow

Catch us in Galveston at Moody Gardens for an old fashion Bee
Hoedown.

The committee is currently selecting the Keynote Speakers, our Thursday
night social event, and hands-on workshops on Thursday, Friday, and
Saturday.

Liz Schroeder will be our new vendor coordinator. She will be reaching out
to potential vendors as well as sponsors as we finalize the 2027
Prospectus.
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Honey Queen Buzz

Happy spring! March provided our American Honey Queen and Princess to
put their training into practice with several promotional opportunities!

Beekeeping meetings and learning sessions continued to enhance Queen
Delanie and Princess Oceanna'’s skills, as they made stops at various
meetings and events in Florida, Texas, and Kentucky. Delanie promoted
and attended the Bluegrass Beekeeping School in Lexington in early March,
and both Delanie and Oceanna participated in the Florida Bee College at
the University of Florida Bee Lab in Gainesville, Florida. Additionally,
Oceanna was a guest speaker at the Alamo Area Beekeeping Association
meeting in San Antonio. Each meeting afforded our spokespersons the
opportunity to promote the ABF and the services it provides the beekeeping
industry.

Educational events spanned throughout the month. In Kentucky and
California, Delanie gave multiple school presentations to students in
elementary school and middle school. A key component of the Queens’ job
is to give educational presentations in schools throughout the country, and
spring provides the perfect opportunity to reach students, many who are
studying plant biology, insects, or even career opportunities. These
presentations can be virtual or in person. Oceanna gave an educational
presentation virtually to a community group in Puerto Rico. Educational
events can also occur in libraries, community centers, and clubs throughout
the country. The opportunity in Puerto Rico allowed Oceanna to use her
Spanish language skills to promote in another part of our nation! Consider
scheduling Spanish presentations for her when she visits your state!




Oceanna promoted honey and taught more people about beekeeping
alongside the Harris County Beekeepers Association at the Houston
Livestock Show and Rodeo in March. This organization’s impressive
educational exhibit provided many opportunities to teach the public about
the inner workings of the beehive along with the tools of beekeeping.



We are preparing a full schedule of educational and promotional work for
Delanie and Oceanna and both are eager to work with you in your states.
Please contact me to schedule a visit from them this year. You may reach
me at honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or 414.545.5514. Happy promoting!
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The National Honey Board Presents a Story of Aloha Highlighting
Hawaiian Beekeepers

The National Honey Board is honored to spotlight the craft of the U.S. honey
industry through its newest Celebrating Beekeeping video, which highlights
the unique and collaborative beekeeping community of Hawaii.

The Big Island of Hawaii produces some of the most unique honey varietals in
the world. Take a journey as we explore the majesty and grace of this tropical
paradise and meet the beekeepers who make it all possible.

View the video here.

Are you preparing a big ham for the Easter holiday but
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1 concerned about making too much? Think of all the
delicious recipes you can create with the leftovers! With
a fewingredients and a little bit of creativity, that holiday
ham can become a new family-favorite dish. In need of a

e little inspiration to get your culinary genius flowing?

&l Check out our Breakfast Waffle Club Sandwich with

% Honey Apple Syrup!

A e, Breakfast Waffle Club Sandwich with Honey Apple
Syrup
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INGREDIENTS:

1/2 cup - honey

1/4 cup - apple juice

2 T - butter

2 - crisp red apples, cored and thinly sliced

4 - frozen Belgian waffles, toasted

6 oz - Black Forest ham, thinly sliced

4 slices - Swiss cheese, cut in half diagonally

4 slices - thick-cut bacon, cooked crisp, cut in half
additional honey, for serving
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DIRECTIONS:
Preheat oven to 300°F.

Combine the honey, apple juice and butter in a saucepan and stir together
as the butter melts. Add the apple slices and simmer for 12-15 minutes until
tender, cover and keep warm.

Place the waffles on a baking sheet and top each with 1/2 slice of cheese,
ham, both halves of the bacon and the other 1/2 slice of cheese. Bake for 8-
10 minutes until cheese is melted.

Remove the waffle sandwiches from the oven and serve each waffle with the
apple slices and sauce they were cooked with. Serve immediately with
additional honey.

TIP
You can make your own waffles in a waffle iron if you have extra time! Also,
you can substitute pears for the apple for a seasonal twist.

Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board. For more honey
recipes, visit honey.com.
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