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President's Message

Organic Honey and...

As we round out the summer, we have filled pollination contracts; moved our
hives for better forage and more honey production; moved our hives to fulfil
other pollination contracts; many have extracted some multiple times;
treated at least once and been contacted to get involved in some industry
related research.
 
As I’m talking to a lot of beekeepers that stop by our booth, I’ve been asked
what we are doing for beekeepers specifically those that want to sell
Organic Honey?
 
Last week while in Washington, D.C. we met with Erin Morris, Administrator
and Jennifer Tucker, Ph.D., Deputy Administrator, and Andrew Malone,
Associate Deputy Administrator for Agricultural Marketing Service, National
Organic Program.  Our conversation started with “U.S. Domestic
beekeepers are losing out on a market that would allow us to sell honey for
a premium
because there is not Standard for U.S. Organic Honey”.
 
Imagine our surprise when the answer we received from Jennifer was 
“There is a standard for U.S. beekeepers to sell Organic Honey.” She
explained that to get certified for Organic Honey in the U.S., one needs to
follow the organic standards for Livestock in 7 CFR 205, sections 205.236
through 205.242. Some provisions will be more relevant to beekeeping than



others. Note that organic is not just foraging for your bees: it is treatment,
feed and feed supplements, and record keeping to prove you followed the
standards. This requires close attention to anything you add to the hive
whether you have supers on or not.  It is not easy, but doable.
 
If you are interested in selling Organic Honey certified by the USDA, both
the process (handling) and husbandry (management) of the hives can be
certified.
 
Each location must be certified by a certifying agent. There are two certifiers
that are actively certifying organic beekeeping operations in the United
States: CCOF Certification Services and Where Food Comes From Organic.
Jennifer and Andrew contacted them to make sure both certifiers were ready
to accept and evaluate applications for domestic honey operations.
 
Other notes of interest:

1. We met with senior staff members of the USDA/APHIS. They have
mothballed the project of introducing a biological to control Chinese
Tallow.  Their comment was “We listened to the Beekeepers”

2. Improve Beekeeper Access to Federal Public Lands. We met with
senior management staff of the U.S. Forest Service who listened to
our concerns about losing this access.  With the assistance of ARS,
documents have been sent to them to dispute the claims that honey
bees are not native to the U.S., honey bees pass viruses to native
bees, and honey bees out compete for resources of native bees. 
 This has resulted in 2 contracts being issued to beekeepers in the
last 30 days in the Western states.

There were many other groups we met with as well over industry issues. 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com or 317-432-9578
 
Debbie Seib, ABF President

Scholarship Applications
2027 Graduate Scholarship Applications Now Open
 
The Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees is accepting
applications for four $5,000 graduate scholarships. Eligible students must
be studying honey bees, bee husbandry, or the apiculture industry.
 

Application deadline: September 18, 2026
 
Click Here to View scholarship details and application requirements

Upcoming Webinar

Free ABF Webinar: Basic
Nutrition & Supplemental
Feeding for Honey Bees
 
Join Dr. Dale Hill as he shares
practical guidance on honey bee
nutrition, supplemental feeding,
forage sources, and seasonal
management strategies to help
maintain healthy, productive
colonies. Whether you're a new or
experienced beekeeper, you'll leave
with practical tips you can apply
right away.
 
Click Here to Register Now

State Delegates Assembly Update
Registration for the 2027 ABF Conference is now open at abfnet.org, and
this is the perfect time to take advantage of early bird savings. Don’t miss
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https://organic.ams.usda.gov/integrity/CP/CertifierProfilePage?cid=1&ret=Certifiers/CertifiersLocationsSearchPage&retName=Certifier%2bLocator
https://preservationofhoneybees.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/2027_Foundation_Scholarship_Application_Info_Sheet.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Jee-5leEQwCeHpP9SSbYkQ#/registration
https://abfnet.org/2027-abf-conference/


this opportunity for you and your family to join us in Galveston, Texas.
It has been a challenging summer across the United States, with flooding in
some areas, wildfires in others, and extreme heat affecting many
communities. We have now passed the midpoint of the year and are more
than halfway through the summer. For many beekeepers, that means honey
harvest is either complete or well underway. It also means the heat of
summer is fully upon us.
 
As we move into August, we also move into the beginning of the
beekeeper’s year. This is the time to begin focusing on late-summer and
early-fall colony needs, including bee nutrition, mite counts and treatments,
wax moth prevention, hive consolidation, and equipment storage. What we
do in August will strongly influence how our bees overwinter and how well
they perform next year.
 
At our July State Delegate Assembly meeting, State Delegates learned more
about the new State Initiative Exchange being launched through the ABF
State Delegates. During the meeting, Dr. Marion Pierson of MO Hives KC
shared more about this Missouri initiative, including how the program began
and how Missouri adapted ideas from a similar program in Michigan.
 
Delegates also had a valuable discussion about state license plate
programs, including their benefits and challenges. We look forward to
continued conversations about the initiatives taking place in states across
the country.
Our next State Delegate Assembly Meeting will take place:
 

Date: 17 September
Time: 8 p.m. EST
Audience: State Delegates

State Events
If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members,
please send it to Jaydee Burns at burnsboyshoney@gmail.com. 
 
The coming months offer several exciting state events:
 

Aug 15: New Jersey Beekeepers Association (NJBA) – Annual Picnic,
Yardville, NJ

 
Aug 21-22: Louisiana Beekeepers Association (LBA) – Annual LBA

Conference, Pineville, Louisiana
 

Sep 11: Georgia Beekeepers Association (GBA) – Fall Conference & UGA
Beekeeper Certification Testing, Gainesville, GA

 
Sep 18-19: Alabama Beekeepers Association (ABA) – Annual Fall

Conference, Clanton, AL
 

Sep 25-26: Arkansas Beekeepers Association (ABA) – Fall ABA
Conference, Mountain View, AR

 
Oct 2-3: Washington State Beekeepers Association (WASBA) – Pacific

Northwest Beekeeping Conference, Wenatchee, WA
 

Oct. 17: Missouri State Beekeepers Association (MSBA) - Fall Conference &
Honey Show, Springfield, MO

 
Oct 23-24: Florida State Beekeepers Association (FSBA) – Annual Meeting

& Conference, Howey-in-the-Hills, FL
 
If you would like more information about the ABF State Delegates Assembly
or about State Sponsorships, contact Jaydee Burns
at burnsboyshoney@gmail.com.  
 
State Delegates, if you would like ABF information to share at your event,
send an email including estimated numbers to abfnet.org@gmail.com. 
Please give us three weeks' notice.
 
Regards,
Jaydee Burns, Chair
ABF State Delegates Assembly

2027 ABF Conference and Tradeshow

 
Registration is now open for our
2027 ABF Conference and
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https://u583993.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.WpXLrX6w6Bc8Z7G-2FN4LfeB-2BaoXTToMOTnceL9bQektfANKcRzsuZH-2BpH3t7ziaWrML83_3HB7Zuj-2BaoahyNpavSxF2eBJSIaDV6u3ors8KoY-2Bs8-2FfqOgiJHtgQBWPs2wL3ZTBHeVA-2FC1C9gNuQ3QVIbwHTpi3PzYUVDF5VrU42lKrlsFXMftgUVDJc-2B9NFnvYbes5aLxnBq2YoF4P-2FnYEjKFdzyxJ-2F91FeI4ylHIzmNW2mHFBzJF5Yn56davEld2nqdk7TMIyty7LSGn1JQOxb-2F5xINHeD-2BdrUnKFogUy7jnwyl6SV20HuaTT34cemU5r3UerKYiQ4xFMVWmEJMBbi3-2FIYOIjsMM8bTf0E4U-2BHOyWEDjB8Z0CIf0U5g4-2Fx0XgtrtaqAJcNPigKtvHYuuYvh-2F853ch27rYVd0fOE-2B7beo-2FQ-2BV28XKs54mDJv-2FDGgDnWD6AAjNN3PFNezfDPgbCQJovGaRRCf0978q85BhFhoqcZvY-3D


Tradeshow. 
 
 
Click here to go directly to the
registration page.  Remember if you
wish to receive the Member
discount, you’ll need to be a
member through January 16, 2027. 
You have the choice to join or renew
during the registration process. 
There are also several add-on's as
described below you may select.  Be
sure to read our cancellation policy. 

Keynote Speakers: Our two Keynote Speakers for our 2027 ABF
Conference and Tradeshow will be  Izzy Hill, Director of Regulatory Affairs
with Project Apis m.and Dr. Jamie Ellis Professor of Entomology in the
Department of Entomology at the University of Georgia. 
 
You'll have the opportunity to attend several special meals (additional fee to
attend).  Thursday you can sign up for the Honey Promotion Luncheon
which will feature our 2026 Honey Queen along with our 2027 Honey Queen
and Princess Candidates.  The Foundation Luncheon will be on Friday and
showcase our 4-H Essay and Scholarship Winners along with our guest
speaker., Marla Spivak.  Every year on Saturday morning we hold a
Research/Commercial Breakfast.  The topic will are going to hold a panel
discussion about “What Beekeepers Need from Researchers” and all
registration fees go toward research.

Our Offsite/Onsite event will be a
Thursday Fun Fest.  Located on the
patio at Moody Gardens, we'll have
music, line dancing, and corn hole
games.  Our menu will include a
Mexican theme of Taqueria Action
Station, Sauces, Tortillas, Fajitas,
Chips, Rice and Beans.
We will once again hold our
Southern Queen Breeders
Workshop. The Workshop begins
on Tuesday, January 12, 2027 at
8:00 am and ends around 4:00 pm.  
 The cost to attend is $50 and you
may choose to attend the workshop
only.  

We have reserved a block of rooms at Moody Gardens Hotel, Seven Hope
Blvd, Galveston, Texas 77554 connected to the Moody Gardens
Conference Center.   Special ABF Group rates ($169) and are available two
(2) days before the start of the conference and two days after, based upon
availability.  You may call the hotel directly at 1-409-683-1299 or click here
to go to the reservation page. 
 
The Hotel provides complimentary wireless internet access throughout the
property, including the guest rooms. Complimentary self-parking is available
for all guests or valet parking is available for $25.00 for overnight and
$13.00 for Hotel garage self-parking.
 
Be careful of scammers that try to book rooms for you by saying they
represent the hotel or ABF.
 
Honey Show: Don't forget to enter your prize honey, beeswax, candles, or
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the gift box class.  The gift box theme for 2027 is “Luxury Spa”.  Check our
website for the 2027 Honey Show Rules. 
 
Last year, ABF hosted its first American Honey Bar featuring the largest
selection of honey tasted at one location produced by beekeepers in the
United States and its territories.  Come experience the flavors of honey
across America.  This year, we are expanding that selection several times
over for conference attendees to have the pleasure of tasting a vast variety
of flavors. You will even have the opportunity to compare several of the
same popular flavor, like 4 or 5 Sourwoods, produced by different
beekeepers.
Honey varies widely in flavor, aroma and color based on the specific flowers
bees forage. From the mild flavors of the Midwest to the bold, dark flavor of
buckwheat in the Northeast. Each region produces specific flavors based on
the local flora, soil and climate of that region, the “terroir” that gives plants
their distinct characteristics. Come join the fun and delight your senses.
 
Join us in 2027 in Galveston, Texas for another great adventure.  Check out
our website, 2027 ABF Conference, for Conference Schedule, a list of
vendors, and sponsors. 

Honey Queen Buzz
July is honey and fair season!  Delanie made several stops in July as fair
season kicks into high gear.
 
The Michigan Honey Festival is held between Lansing and Flint, Michigan,
each year and is an outstanding showcase of our industry.  Delanie was a
guest speaker and contributor to this great event, highlighting the many
uses for honey and encouraging festival goers to take home a bottle of pure
Michigan honey.  These events nationwide allow us to interact with
consumers one on one and demonstrate products, which leads to higher
sales.  Consider inviting the American Honey Queen to your honey or
honeybee festival in an upcoming year!
 
Her next stop was to the Eastern Ottertail County Fair in Minnesota, working
alongside Dan’s Honey Company and the Whitney family, to teach fairgoers
about honeybees and to promote use of products.  This was a first-time
event for the American Honey Queen program, and we loved having the
opportunity to return to Minnesota, which is among our nation’s highest
honey production states in the summertime.  This event gave Delanie an
opportunity to highlight different beekeeping operations, as the Whitneys
not only produce premium Minnesota honey, but also operate a queen and
nuc production company in Texas.
 
Finally, Delanie rounded out July with the start of the New Jersey State Fair,
which continues into August.  Her activities will include honey sales,
demonstrations, hive demonstrations, media interviews, and more.  There
are also more fairs to come throughout August and September, so stay
tuned to the American Honey Queen Program’s Facebook and Instagram
profiles to learn more about her daily activities and opportunities.
 
The American Honey Queen Committee continues its recruitment process
for the 2027 American Honey Queen and Princess positions and we
encourage you all to share informational posts from our social media
profiles with your friends, schools, and anyone interested in this program. 
We’d love to talk to interested applicants and are eager to greet a bright
new class at the ABF convention in January in Galveston.
 
Contact me at honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or 414.545.5514 to schedule a
Honey Queen visit in the fall or to talk about upcoming events in 2027. 
Wishing you all a productive fair and honey season!  Happy promoting!
 

https://abfnet.org/2027-abf-conference/
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From Research to the Apiary: Practical Takeaways from the
Latest National Honey Board's Honey Bee Health Studies

In our last update, we highlighted the National Honey Board's continued
investment in honey bee health research through Project Apis m. This work
supports scientists across the country who are tackling some of the biggest
challenges facing beekeepers, from emerging pests and pathogens to
nutrition and colony management.
 
While many of these projects are still underway, several are already providing
valuable insights that can help shape future management practices and
identify promising new tools for beekeepers.
 
Protecting colonies from pests and diseases remains a major focus. Dr.
James Nieh and his team at the University of California San Diego are
studying immune priming in queens as a possible strategy to reduce the
impacts of Vairomorpha (Nosema) ceranae, while Dr. Brandon Hopkins at
Washington State University is evaluating new fumigation methods to safely
sterilize comb and reduce disease transmission within commercial operations.
 
Additional research is focused on strengthening overall colony management.
Dr. Lewis Bartlett at the University of Georgia is investigating new approaches
for managing small hive beetle risk while providing supplemental pollen and
protein feeding to improve colony health.
 
At the same time, researchers continue to investigate improved methods for
detection and management of Tropilaelaps mites before they reach the
United States. Dr. Jeff Pettis is evaluating organic acids as potential tools for
both detection and control, helping prepare the industry with practical
management options should these mites arrive.
 
Although these projects address different aspects of honey bee health, they
share a common goal: providing beekeepers with practical, science-based
solutions that improve colony survival, strengthen management decisions and
support the long-term sustainability of the industry.
 
To learn more about these projects and follow their progress, visit the Bee



Health Collective at beehealthcollective.org.

 
 
 
 
 
Turn up the heat (and the flavor)! Honey is the ultimate
flavor balancer — bringing harmony to sweet, spicy,
smoky, and tangy summer dishes. Try it for yourself with
this honey-inspired summer dish.
 
Sweet Spicy Salmon with Honeyed Mango Salsa

INGREDIENTS:
 
1 large - ripe mango, peeled and chopped
1/4 cup - red bell pepper, finely chopped
1/4 cup - red onion, finely chopped
2 T - fresh cilantro, chopped
2 T - fresh lime juice, divided
1 T - honey
1 small - jalapeno pepper, seeded and minced
1/3 cup - honey
2 T - Mexican hot sauce
4 (4 to 6-oz.) - salmon fillets
 
DIRECTIONS:

To prepare the salsa, combine the mango, bell pepper, red onion, cilantro,
1 T of lime juice, 1 T honey and jalapeno in a medium bowl. Stir well and
refrigerate until ready to use.
 
Whisk together the honey, hot sauce and remaining lime juice in a small
bowl.
 
Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board. For more honey
recipes, visit honey.com.
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