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Vice-President's Message

Spring has Sprung
I hope all of my fellow beekeepers are doing well this season.

Here in the south, the weather is beginning to transition to warmer
temperatures , and hopefully that will increase the nectar flow. One thing is
for certain, the bees cannot fill up boxes if the boxes stay in storage. So,
let's

get them on and get them full. 'm ready for some heavy boxes!

As for heavy lifting, the committees that work within ABF are doing a
fantastic job. | would like to express my gratitude to all of the individuals that
serve on the numerous committees.

Without your service, the ABF would not be what it is today!

As beekeepers, we all know that a colony needs a lot of bees to produce a
great crop. Just like the colony, let’s work together and see how much we
can accomplish!

Richard Coy

State Delegates Assembly Update

May is a pivotal month for beekeepers, marked by rapid colony expansion
and the start or peak of the nectar flow in many regions. As beekeepers we
are conducting regular inspections to ensure colonies are healthy, queens
are actively laying, and there is sufficient space for growth. This month you
will be adding honey supers to support incoming nectar and maximize honey
production.

May is the peak swarm season, requiring careful management to prevent
colony loss. Signs such as queen cells and overcrowding should be
addressed promptly by adding space or splitting strong colonies. Creating
splits not only helps control swarming but also provides an opportunity to
expand the apiary.

Finally, vigilance against pests and diseases remains critical. Monitoring for
Varroa mites and signs of brood diseases should be part of every
inspection, though treatment options may be limited during active honey
flow.

State Delegates remember that our next State Delegate Assembly meeting
will be May 21, 2026 at 8 pm EST. We look forward to seeing you on our
zoom call.



State Events
If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members,

please send it to Jaydee Burns at burnsboyshoney@gmail.com.

Here are some state events happening in the next few months:

June 5-6 Northeastern Kansas Beekeepers Association (NEKBA)
Funday and Queen Rearing Day — Lawernce, KS

June 13 Massachusetts Beekeepers Association (MBA)
Mass Bee Field Day — Amherst, MA

June 13 Colorado State Beekeepers Association (CSBA)
Summer Bee College — Rifle, CO

June 13 Texas Beekeepers Association (TBA)
Summer Clinic — Victoria, TX

June 20 Wisconsin Honey Producers Association (WHPA)
Summer Field Day — Bancroft, WI

June 20 Missouri State Beekeepers Association (MSBA)
Missouri Bee Day — Arnold, MO

If you have a state event and would like to share it with ABF members,
please send it to Jaydee Burns at burnsboyshoney@gmail.com. If you
would like more information about the ABF State Delegates Assembly or
about State Sponsorships, contact Jaydee Burns at

burnsboyshoney@gmail.com.

Regards,
Jaydee Burns, Chair
ABF State Delegates Assembly

ABF 2027 Conference and Tradeshow

Our two Keynote Speakers have confirmed for our 2027 ABF Conference
and Tradeshow.

lzzy Hill, Director of Regulatory Affairs with
Project Apis m. Izzy began her career at the EPA
in 2008. During her first week on the job,
commercial beekeepers visited the agency to
share concerns about widespread colony losses
and the mounting stressors facing their bees.
Wanting to better understand these challenges
firsthand, Izzy enrolled in a local beekeeping
course, a pivotal decision that launched an 18-
year career dedicated to pollinator health. Most
recently, Izzy served as the USDA’s Departmental
Honey Bee and Pollinator Research Coordinator,
where she worked closely with researchers,
policymakers, and program managers to assess
and better align

USDA'’s efforts to address honey bee health. In her current role at PAm, zzy
focuses on building out a new consortium that will explore alternative models
and frameworks to overcome regulatory hurdles affecting beekeepers, with
the goal of unlocking innovation and delivering economic relief to the
beekeeping industry.

Moving from the University of
Florida, Dr. Jamie Ellis will be a
Professor of Entomology in the
Department of Entomology at the
University of Georgia. He has a BS
degree in Biology from the
University of Georgia (USA) and a
PhD in Entomology from Rhodes
University in South Africa. At the
University of Georgia, Jamie has
responsibilities in extension,
instruction, and research.
Regarding his extension work, Jamie
works with assorted clientele
through diverse programming. As an
instructor,

Jamie supervises PhD and masters students. Currently, Jamie and his team
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have over 30 active research projects in the fields of honey bee husbandry,
conservation, and ecology.

Reservation will open on May 15th so watch our website at
https://abfnet.org/2027-abf-conference/

Honey Queen Buzz

April not only brings us showers, bees, and flowers, but it is a perfect month
to talk about honeybees and how important they are for the May flowers in
schools and other educational venues.

Throughout April, Delanie and Oceanna were guest speakers in schools in
their home states. Reaching hundreds of students principally in elementary
school, they spoke about the three bees in the hive, their functions, the
products and services honeybees provide consumers, and the important
work of beekeepers. The American Honey Queen Program offers these
educational visits free of charge to schools, for which many are grateful.
When arranging for the American Honey Queen or Princess to participate
in an educational promotion with you, the program can offer flyers about the
program, but the basics are typically the same. For elementary schools, we
offer 20-30-minute presentations on the above mentioned topics. The
audience size can be a single classroom up to a school assembly.
Generally, we target students in grades 2-4, who are typically studying
insects, plant biology, or pollination. Your teacher friends, neighbors, and
colleagues are the easiest people to go to first to arrange these visits, but
consider reaching out directly to the principals of your local schools to
arrange such presentations. The Queens’ presentations can be modified
for all ages of elementary school students as well.

On the middle and high school levels, the presentations can extend to a
whole class period, and usually focus more in depth on honeybee biology,
jobs within the beekeeping industry, or the art of beekeeping itself. Usually,
the most enthusiastic audiences include science classes, agriculture and
FFA classes, foods and consumer sciences classes (where we can offer
demonstrations using honey), or other related courses. College
presentations are not off the table! Oceanna also spoke to the University of
Texas-San Antonio’s Honeycomb club meeting. We’ve found that many
schools around the country at all different levels have garden clubs,
beekeeping clubs, or nature and environmental programs that love having a
guest speaker like the American Honey Queen or Princess at their
meetings.

As we begin to move into the late spring and early summer, | encourage you
to contact me to schedule a visit from Delanie and Oceanna in your
community. The opportunities are endless and there are many possibilities
to create a unique honey promotion or honeybee educational experience for
your area’s youth and consumers. Contact me at
honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or 414.545.5514 to discuss options in your
state. Happy promoting!
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USDA Announces New Honey Board Members

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has announced the eight newly
appointed or reappointed board members to the National Honey Board.
These members will each serve a three-year term effective immediately,
through Dec. 31, 2028.

Members and alternates appointed or reappointed are:

First Handler Member: Christopher Olney, Onstead, Mich.
First Handler Alternate: Brian Nipper, Tempe, Ariz.

Importer Member: Maren Martin, Tustin, Calif.

Importer Alternate: Bjorn Anderson, Bloomington, Minn.
Producer Member: Chris Hiatt, Madera, Calif.

Producer Alternate: Austin C. Smith, Petal, Miss.

Marketing Co-op Member: Dustin Livermore, Sioux City, lowa
Marketing Co-op Alternate: David Coy, Sioux City, lowa

View the USDA'’s full press release here.

Interested in serving on the National Honey Board? The USDA is currently
seeking nominations for 2027, learn more here. You can nominate yourself or
someone else you think would be a great board member; please click here to
apply. All board member nominations are made by qualified national
organizations and selected by the USDA Agriculture Secretary. Please email

questions to info@NHB.org.
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Honey The weather is heating up and summer will be here

Board® before we know it. Looking for the perfect beverage to
. serve up at your next BBQ? Check out this simple and

g " refreshing sipper!
¢ ,—& Grilled Citrus Honey Lemonade
| \ d
N
INGREDIENTS:
e 11/2 cups - lemon juice, approximately 8-10 lemons
e 1 1/2 cups - orange blossom honey water
e 3 cups - water
e grilled lemon, lime, orange and grapefruit slices
e 1 1/2 cups - gin (optional)
DIRECTIONS:

For Grilled Citrus Slices:
Cut the poles off each citrus fruit and slice into 1/4-inch slices. Grill on HIGH
for 2 minutes on each side, leaving strong grill marks on the fruit. Set aside.

In a pitcher, add 2 grilled slices from each citrus. Add the lemon juice,
orange blossom honey water and water. Top with ice. Stir well.

Serve into iced cups. Garnish each with grilled fruit (optional).
For Orange Blossom Honey Water:
Mix two parts orange blossom honey with one-part hot water. Stir until

dissolved.

Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board. For more honey
recipes, visit honey.com
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