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American Beekeeping Federation (ABF) — 2026 Legislative/Regulatory
Issues

2026 Farm Bill

ABF supports the farm bill (HR 7567) as recently passed by the House
supports the efforts of Senate Agriculture Chairman Boozman (R-AR)
to complete the farm bill process in the Senate. We would like the
Senate Agriculture Committee to include the following sections in the
mark-up of the Senate farm bill farm that are not included in the
Chairman’s drafft.

Section 12416 Honey Standards and Definitions
Section 12421 Honey Testing Standards

This language will allow industry to take steps toward providing
unadulterated honey to the American consumer.

ABF would also request that the Senate include language in the farm
bill that clearly designates honey as a specialty crop for USDA
specialty crop programs so it will be included in future specialty crop
provisions.

ABF applauds all efforts by the House and Senate Agriculture Committees
to expand USDA conservation programs and to make them affordable to all
farmers. In this regard, it is important to acknowledge the critical roll
managed bees play in pollination and their inclusion in all USDA
conservation programs.

Protecting Our Honey Market and U.S. Consumers

The U.S. honey market consists of only 20% domestic and 80% imported
honey and is a serious concern for beekeepers throughout the nation.
Honey adulteration with less expensive sweeteners is suspected to be a
factor in the increased supply of honey worldwide. The ABF along with
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other industry groups have formed an “American Honey Promotion
Initiative” that is working to strengthen the market for U.S. domestic honey.

We need to establish a national standard of identity for honey, truth in
labeling laws, and stop illegal imports. Honey prices are below cost of
production with honey being the third in food fraud. Fraudulent honey
creates confusion, undercuts U.S. domestic beekeepers producing the real
thing, and makes it harder for consumers to know what they’re getting.
Strong steps are needed to shore it up.

FDA has promised Congress that it will get to work on the honey standard
of identity that the industry, led by ABF, submitted nearly twenty years ago.
Despite those promises, FDA continues to ignore our need. The national
standard of identity would give state and federal enforcement officials a
better tool to stop those who are adding cheaper sweeteners to our honey.
We request Congress include language in the House and Senate
Appropriations bill requiring the FDA to establish a Standard of
Identity (SOL) for Honey in the United States.

U.S. honey producers provide a fraction of the American consumer's
demand for honey. The industry is in a constant state of vigilance with
foreign honey producers to ensure that their imported product is safe and
that its quality and origin are prominently identified and labeled, with
"manufactured" or "synthetic" honey clearly labeled as such. We support
all efforts during the farm bill negotiation to ensure a consistent federal
Standard of Identity (SOIl), a clear and easy to understand country of origin
label requirement to greatly improve product traceability, transparency, and
testing.

ABF supports the efforts of Congressman Steube (R- FL) and
Congressman Panetta (D-CA) in the House (HR 2162) and Senator
Tubberville’s (R-AL) efforts in the Senate (S.1028) to enact the Honey
Integrity Act which for the first time mandates a Standard of Identity
(SOI) for Honey and addresses the issue of labeling, testing and
adulteration of honey in the US to protect the American consumer.

ARS Honey Research Authorization FY 2027 Appropriations

ABF supports the extension of the authorization of the USDA ARS honey
bee research labs. The core of these research funds directed to the ARS
bee labs in Beltsville, MD, Baton Rouge, LA, Tucson, AZ and Davis, CA. To
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understand the causes underlying the current decrease in honeybee
colonies, it is important through research to shed light on the key pests and
diseases that negatively affect bee health. These labs are underfunded,
and we are seeking a significant increase of $15 million in FY2027,
given the serious threat of emerging pests.

This increase request honeybee research at ARS/USDA research labs and
cooperator labs is specifically targeting research to prevent the introduction
and control of the Tropilaelaps mites. The introduction of this mite to the
U.S. and North America is the biggest threat to honey production and
agricultural pollination our industry has faced in decades. Research on
RNAI and Antiviral Defense to eliminate Varroa mites which are the number
one cause of honeybee colonies mortality.

Conservation Issues

ABF supports direct funding/cost share for USDA conservation programs
where managed bees are part of the efforts toward reforestation and other
USDA conservation and climate efforts throughout the Department.
Improve the amount of pollinator friendly acreage included in FSA and
NRCS conservation programs. Include in these efforts the Honeybee
Health Coalition recommendation on seed mixes for CRP. Include
honeybee recommendations in new regenerative farming funding /grants to
support CRP funding for marginal lands & pollination plantings.

Public Lands Access for Honeybees

ABF supports actions by the Congress to improve beekeeper access
to federal public lands (U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land
Management). Federal land managers need Congressional
encouragement to approve multi-year beekeeper permits and to ensure
honeybee access to federal public lands is prioritized.

Agriculture Labor

An affordable and reliable source of labor is as critical to U.S. beekeepers
as it is to all other agriculture industries. ABF is in strong support of
House Agriculture Committee Chairman G.T. Thompson’s bi-partisan
“Securing Agriculture’s Workforce Act of 2026”. We hope companion
legislation will be soon introduced in the Senate and Congress will
address this very serious situation facing U.S. agriculture.
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Additional Federal Payments for Specialty Crop Producers

As Congress considers additional emergency support payments for
commodity and specialty crop producers it is important that honey be
included in any list or formula for specialty crop assistance. It was not
included in previous USDA emergency assistance. Honey producers are

in as critical need as their fellow specialty crop producers and should not
be arbitrarily excluded from any future assistance.
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