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Policy Area 

The House passed Farm 

Bill (H.R. 7567) 

Location in  

House ANS Chairman Boozman’s Draft 

Location in 

Senate ANS 

Honey 

Standards and 

Definitions 

Requires USDA to 

establish a federal 

definition of honey to 

promote consistent 

labeling and prevent 

misleading marketing of 

adulterated or mislabeled 

honey. This is one of the 

industry's top priorities 

because it supports fair 

competition and consumer 

confidence. 

Title XII—

Miscellaneous 

Provisions 

Pg. 958-959 

(Engrossed House 

Bill) Not included. N/A 

Honey Testing 

Standards 

Directs USDA to establish 

testing standards for 

honey. This is intended to 

improve detection of 

adulterated or fraudulent 

honey imports and 

strengthen enforcement of 

honey quality standards. 

Title XII—

Miscellaneous 

Provisions 

Pg. 968 

(Engrossed House 

Bill) Not included.   N/A 

Emergency 

Assistance for 

Livestock, 

Honey bees, 

and Farm-

raised Fish 

(ELAP)    Not included. N/A 

This section amends the 

existing ELAP authority, 

which already covers 

livestock, honey bees, and 

farm-raised fish. The 

provision expands eligible 

causes of loss to include 

adverse weather, drought, 

transportation costs for feed 

and water, and other 

qualifying losses. The bee-

related provision in Section 

1302(c) is relatively modest, 

but it is important because it 

expands the circumstances 

under which beekeepers can 

receive emergency disaster 

assistance through the existing 

Emergency Assistance for 

Livestock, Honey Bees, and 

Farm-Raised Fish Program 

(ELAP) administered by the 

USDA. The amendments 

expand eligible circumstances 

under ELAP and may increase 

USDA's flexibility to assist 

eligible beekeepers under the 

existing program, subject to 

USDA implementation. It 

Title I—

Commodities  

Pg. 25-27 



   
 

   
 

Policy Area 

The House passed Farm 

Bill (H.R. 7567) 

Location in  

House ANS Chairman Boozman’s Draft 

Location in 

Senate ANS 

does not create a new bee 

program—it modifies the 

existing one.  

Pollinator 

Protection 

Program Not included. N/A 

Reauthorizes the existing 

Pollinator Protection Program 

through FY 2031 by 

extending the authorization 

period in Section 1672(g) of 

the Food, Agriculture, 

Conservation, and Trade Act 

of 1990. It does not create a 

new program or expand 

existing authorities.  

Title VII—

Research, 

Extension, and 

Related Matters 

Pg. 510 

High-Priority 

Research and 

Extension 

Initiatives 

Updates USDA's statutory 

list of high-priority 

research initiatives by 

removing some priorities, 

adding new ones (e.g., 

invasive species, soil 

health, tropical plant 

health, wildfire smoke, 

PFAS, biochar, 

rangeland), and extending 

the authorities through 

FY2031. Although honey 

bees are not specifically 

mentioned, USDA could 

fund research affecting 

pollinator health, invasive 

bee pests, forage, or 

pollinator-dependent 

agriculture under these 

broader authorities. 

Title VII—

Research, 

Extension, and 

Related Matters  

Pg. 421-431 

The provision uses language 

similar to that of the House 

bill.  

The Senate reauthorizes the 

existing High-Priority 

Research and Extension 

Initiatives through FY2031 

and continues the existing 

authorities. It does not include 

the House's broad expansion 

of research priority areas, or 

the new USDA funding 

transparency report. 

Title VII—

Research, 

Extension, and 

Related Matters    

Pg. 498-510 

USDA 

Research 

Funding 

Transparency 

Report 

Requires USDA to submit 

a biennial report 

beginning February 1, 

2028, detailing how much 

funding each high-priority 

research initiative receives 

from the Agricultural 

Research Service (ARS), 

the National Institute of 

Food and Agriculture 

(NIFA), and other USDA 

agencies. This increases 

transparency for 

stakeholders tracking 

pollinator-related research 

funding.  

Title VII—

Research, 

Extension, and 

Related Matters   

Pg. 430-431 Not included. N/A 



   
 

   
 

Policy Area 

The House passed Farm 

Bill (H.R. 7567) 

Location in  

House ANS Chairman Boozman’s Draft 

Location in 

Senate ANS 

Organic 

Agriculture 

Research and 

Extension 

Initiative 

(OREI) 

Reauthorizes OREI 

through FY2031. While 

honey bees are not 

mentioned, the program 

supports research on 

organic production 

systems, many of which 

rely heavily on managed 

pollination and pollinator-

friendly farming practices. 

Title VII—

Research, 

Extension, and 

Related Matters    

Pg. 431-432 
The provision uses language 

consistent with the House bill. 

Title VII—

Research, 

Extension, and 

Related Matters   

Pg. 510-511 

Agriculture 

Advanced 

Research and 

Development 

Authority 

(AGARDA) 

Continues USDA's 

advanced agricultural 

research authority. 

Although bees are not 

referenced, AGARDA 

could support innovative 

research on honey bee 

genetics, disease 

resistance, pollination 

technologies, or other 

high-risk, high-reward 

agricultural innovations if 

USDA prioritizes those 

topics.  

Title VII—

Research, 

Extension, and 

Related Matters 

Pg. 413-416 

The provision uses language 

consistent with the House bill. 

Title VII—

Research, 

Extension, and 

Related Matters   

Pg. 490-493 

Special 

Authorization 

for Biosecurity 

Planning and 

Response   

Reauthorizes USDA's 

agricultural biosecurity 

planning and response 

authority through FY 

2031. The provision is not 

specific to honey bees but 

maintains authorities that 

could be applied to 

agricultural pests and 

diseases, including those 

affecting managed 

pollinators, at USDA's 

discretion.   

Title VII—

Research, 

Extension, and 

Related Matters  

Pg. 416 
The provision uses language 

consistent with the House bill. 

Title VII—

Research, 

Extension, and 

Related Matters   

Pg. 494 

Agriculture 

and Food 

Protection 

Grant 

Program 

 

 

Continues USDA's 

agricultural biosecurity 

grant program supporting 

research, surveillance, 

diagnostics, and 

preparedness for emerging 

agricultural pests and 

diseases. Although the 

provision does not 

specifically reference 

honey bees, it could 

Title VII—

Research, 

Extension, and 

Related Matters  

Pg. 417 

The Senate lacks a direct one-

to-one counterpart to this 

provision.  

However, similar authorities 

are reflected in the Senate's 

Agricultural Biosecurity 

Programs and Special 

Authorization for Biosecurity 

Planning and Response, which 

broadly support USDA 

biosecurity planning, 

communication, research, and 

preparedness activities. 

Title VII—

Research, 

Extension, and 

Related Matters    

Pg. 494 or Title 

VII—Research, 

Extension, And 

Related Matters  
Pg. 523-524 



   
 

   
 

Policy Area 

The House passed Farm 

Bill (H.R. 7567) 

Location in  

House ANS Chairman Boozman’s Draft 

Location in 

Senate ANS 

support efforts to detect 

and respond to invasive 

bee pests (such as 

Tropilaelaps mites), 

emerging bee diseases, 

and other pollinator health 

threats through 

competitive grant funding 

if prioritized by USDA. 

 

 

 

Agricultural Biosecurity 

Programs: Reauthorizes 

USDA biosecurity 

communication, planning, 

countermeasure research, and 

grant programs. These 

authorities are broad enough 

to support activities related to 

invasive honeybee pests or 

disease preparedness if USDA 

chooses to prioritize those 

issues. 

Specialty Crop 

Research 

Initiative 

Continues the existing 

competitive specialty crop 

research program. 

Pollination, pollinator 

health, or specialty crop 

pollination research could 

continue to compete for 

funding, but the bill adds 

no new honey bee 

priorities.   

Title VII—

Research, 

Extension, and 

Related Matters   

Pg. 448-452 
The provision uses language 

consistent with the House bill.   

Title VII—

Research, 

Extension, And 

Related Matters 
Pg. 517-523  

Specialty Crop 

Emergency 

Assistance 

Framework   

Establishes a disaster 

assistance framework for 

specialty crop producers. 

Beekeepers are not 

eligible recipients under 

this provision, but 

healthier specialty crop 

production can indirectly 

support demand for 

commercial pollination 

services. 

Title I—

Commodities 

Pg. 18 
 The provision uses language 

consistent with the House bill. 

Title I—

Commodities   

Pg. 31 

Specialty Crop 

Insurance 

Improvements 

Updates several Federal 

crop insurance provisions 

by improving the 

development of new 

insurance products, 

strengthening revenue and 

quality loss coverage, 

modernizing Whole-Farm 

Revenue Protection, and 

directing USDA to 

research barriers to crop 

insurance participation for 

organic producers. While 

the provisions do not 

specifically reference 

honey bees, they could 

indirectly benefit the 

 

 

Title XI —Crop 

Insurance 

Pg. 698-699; 705-

706; 710; 714-727 

Includes most of the same 

crop insurance improvements, 

including revenue loss 

coverage, quality loss 

adjustment, Whole-Farm 

Revenue Protection 

improvements, and research 

and development. However, it 

does not include the House's 

Actuarial Soundness of 

Certain New Products 

provision, which is intended 

to facilitate the development 

of new crop insurance 

products. 

Title XI —Crop 

Insurance 

Pg. 767; 791-

793; 795-800 



   
 

   
 

Policy Area 

The House passed Farm 

Bill (H.R. 7567) 

Location in  

House ANS Chairman Boozman’s Draft 

Location in 

Senate ANS 

honey bee industry by 

improving the financial 

stability and risk 

management of specialty 

crop and organic 

producers that rely on 

commercial pollination 

services, helping sustain 

demand for managed 

honey bee pollination. 

Conservation 

Programs 

Reauthorizes and 

continues USDA's major 

conservation programs, 

including the 

Conservation Reserve 

Program (CRP), 

Environmental Quality 

Incentives Program 

(EQIP), Conservation 

Stewardship Program 

(CSP), Agricultural 

Conservation Easement 

Program (ACEP), 

Regional Conservation 

Partnership Program 

(RCPP), and Forest 

Conservation Easement 

Program (FCEP),  with 

updates to funding, 

enrollment, and program 

administration. Although 

the bill does not establish 

new pollinator-specific 

conservation initiatives, 

these programs continue 

to support voluntary 

conservation practices that 

can improve pollinator 

habitat, forage 

availability, and 

ecosystem health for 

managed and native 

pollinators. 

Title II – 

Conservation 

Pg. 30-111 

Continues USDA's major 

conservation programs, 

including CRP, EQIP, CSP, 

ACEP, and RCPP. Unlike the 

House bill, the Senate 

discussion draft does not 

establish a Forest 

Conservation Easement 

Program. 

Title II – 

Conservation  

Pg. 40-108 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

Bee/ Honey provisions included in “The Big Beautiful Bill (Pub.L. 119-21)” 

 

Policy Area BBB Explanation Location in  

ANS 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjusted Gross 

Income Limitation 

Creates an exception to the USDA adjusted gross income 

(AGI) limitation for certain farm program payments and 

broadens the definition of farming activities to include direct-

to-consumer marketing, agritourism, and other agriculture-

related activities. While not specific to honey bees, the 

provision could benefit commercial beekeeping operations 

that participate in eligible USDA programs. 

Title I —Committee 

on Agriculture, 

Nutrition, And 

Forestry 

SEC. 10308. 

Marketing Loans. 

139 STAT. 92 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marketing Loans 

Reauthorizes USDA's Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) 

Program through the 2031 crop year and updates loan rates 

for eligible commodities. Most importantly for the honey 

industry, the bill continues honey's eligibility as a loan 

commodity and establishes a marketing assistance loan rate 

of $1.50 per pound for the 2026–2031 crop years. Marketing 

assistance loans allow honey producers to use their harvested 

honey as collateral for short-term USDA loans, providing 

cash flow after harvest while allowing producers to delay 

selling until market prices improve. The extension through 

2031 provides continued access to this financing and price 

support tool for commercial honey producers. 

 

 

 

 

 

Title I —Committee 

on Agriculture, 

Nutrition, And 

Forestry 

SEC. 10309. 

Marketing Loans. 

139 STAT. 93 

 

  
  
  
  
 

Disaster Assistance 

Programs (ELAP) 

Expands and updates USDA’s Supplemental Agricultural 

Disaster Assistance programs, including ELAP assistance for 

honey bees.  The provision broadens eligible causes of loss 

and requires USDA to use a 15% normal mortality rate when 

determining honey bee colony losses eligible for assistance, 

which may expand disaster assistance available to eligible 

beekeepers. However, it does not create a new honey bee-

specific program. 

Title I—Committee on 

Agriculture, Nutrition, 

And Forestry 

SEC. 10401. 

Supplemental 

Agricultural Disaster 

Assistance.  

139 STAT.103 

 

 

 

 

 

Research 

Provides additional mandatory funding for agricultural 

research activities authorized under this subtitle. The 

provision does not designate funding specifically for honey 

bee or pollinator research, but bee-related research could 

benefit if USDA prioritizes pollinator health within its 

broader research portfolio. 

Title I—Committee on 

Agriculture, Nutrition, 

And Forestry 

SEC. 10604. Research 

139 STAT. 109 

 

 

 

 

 

Horticulture 

 

Provides additional funding for USDA horticulture programs. 

Although the section does not specifically mention honey 

bees or pollination, many specialty crop industries supported 

by these programs rely on managed honey bees for 

pollination, creating an indirect benefit to the beekeeping 

industry. 

Title I—Committee on 

Agriculture, Nutrition, 

And Forestry 

SEC. 10606. 

Horticulture  

139 STAT. 110 

 


