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Vice President's Message
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"Keep on Keeping on"

"I can't take it anymore!!!" Have you found yourself saying this phrase
lately? | know that | have. It seems as though the trials of life and
beekeeping go hand in hand. The 2026 crop year has been tough on many
of us, and because we are a family-oriented industry, the pressure of work
often translates into pressure at home.

For most of us, the season began with high hopes of a great honey crop.
Because beekeepers are resilient and hardworking people by nature, and
accustomed to overcoming challenges that would discourage many others,
we always strive for a positive outcome. Our industry has the ability to
survive even in the face of defeat.

Harvest is in full swing throughout most of the U.S., and it appears we will
come up short of last year's crop. Preliminary numbers are showing
production to be below 100,000,000 pounds. If these predictions hold true,
our production will have reached an all-time low.

There are many reasons for the downturn in production. One could argue, "I
had too much rain in my area," while another will claim, "I did not receive
enough rain." Meanwhile, other beekeepers will point to herbicide damage
to wildflowers or pesticides killing their bees. | believe that all of those
factors have affected the 2026 honey crop.

Our industry is too small to argue over the reasons for our loss of
production. We must collectively band together to inform policymakers that
we are in dire straits. | understand that policy cannot change the amount of



rain that we receive, but policy can affect the availability of bee pasture. We
also need policy changes that address the fraudulent honey that is in our
marketplace.

| urge you to contact your U.S. congressman or congresswoman and U.S.
senator and ask them to support the Honey Integrity Act. The House version
is HR. 2162, and the companion bill in the Senate is S. 1028. Time is
running out on this important issue.

All hope is not lost, and we still have brighter days ahead. You may be
disappointed in your harvest or unhappy with the health of your bees. | can
relate to all of those feelings, but | know what | must do. | must get up every
day with an attitude of gratitude and acknowledge that | am still learning.

So, I'will leave you with the only advice | have to give:
"Keep on keeping on."

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.
richard@coyshoneyfarm.net.

Equipment Grant Applications
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THE PRESERVATION
OF HONEY BEES, INC.

2026 GRANT

Supporting specialized equipment that advances
RESEARCH, EXTENSION, AND OUTREACH
in the beekeeping industry.

LABORATORY . FIELD EXTENSION &
RESEARCH & | RESEARCH OUTREACH
PCR machines, incubators, Sensors, scales, Observation hives,
microbalances, etc. and more. digital platform
aquipment, etc.
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™ 2027 ABF CONFERINCE & TRADESHOW AND MUST BE USED BY
GALVESTON, TEXAS | JANUARY 12-16, 2027 DECEMBER 15, 2027.

12026 Equipment Grant — Now Accepting Proposals

The Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees is offering up to
$10,000 to academic institutions and nonprofits for equipment supporting
beekeeping research, extension, and outreach (e.g., field sensors, lab
equipment like PCR machines, observation hives). Basic equipment like hive
bodies and frames is not eligible.

Deadline: November 13, 2026

Apply: Email a single PDF proposal to info@abfnet.org
Details: preservationofhoneybees.org/equipment-grant

Decisions announced before Christmas and at the 2027 ABF Conference &
Tradeshow (Jan 12—-16, Galveston, TX).

Upcoming Webinar


https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/119/hr2162
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/1028?hl=S+1028&s=1&r=1
mailto:info@abfnet.org
https://preservationofhoneybees.org/equipment-grant/

WEBINAR SAVE THE DATE

Save the Date

26 An American Beekeeping Federation Webinar 2

TOPIC

Organic Honey Standards

J
September 13, 2026 8:00 PM ET

SUNDAY ONLINE WEBINAR

FEATURED SPEAKER

Jennifer Tucker, Ph.D.

Deputy Administrator, USDA National Organic Program (AMS/NOP)

Moderated by Brian Reeves

Details will be emailed to ABF members soon and posted to ABF social media.

AMERICAN BEEKEEPING FEDERATION

| Save the Date! Join the American Beekeeping Federation for a webinar
on Organic Honey Standards, featuring Jennifer Tucker, Ph.D., Deputy
Administrator of the USDA National Organic Program (AMS/NOP).

7] September 13, 2026
[18:00 PM ET

Sign up here:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WWN_Yp3MUUMSRrO76K7V2gk8AA

Details will be emailed to ABF members soon and posted to ABF social
media.

State Delegates Assembly Update

Registration is now open for the 2027 American Beekeeping Federation
Conference and Tradeshow, which will be held January 12-16, 2027, in
Galveston, Texas. This is a great opportunity to join beekeepers from
across the country for education, networking, fellowship, and the latest
information from throughout the beekeeping industry. | encourage everyone
to make plans now to attend and become part of this year's conference.

We're excited to have each of you representing your state. As State
Delegates, you have an important opportunity to connect with members of
your state organization and local clubs and share how ABF is making a
difference across the beekeeping community, from hobbyists to commercial
operations. ABF information is available to share at your state events, and
we encourage you to help keep your beekeepers informed and connected
with the resources available through ABF.

As we move into September, beekeepers across the country are preparing
their colonies for the coming winter. This is an important time of year to
evaluate colony strength, monitor and manage Varroa mites, provide
adequate nutrition when needed, protect colonies from robbing and pests,
and make sure equipment and apiaries are prepared for the months ahead.
The work we do now can have a significant impact on colony survival and
performance next spring.

Our next State Delegate Assembly meeting will be held on September 10
at 8:00 p.m. EST. We look forward to having everyone join us as we
continue working to strengthen communication among State Delegates and
provide useful information and resources that can be shared with
beekeepers in each state. We will have an informative program and events
to discuss during the meeting. Our goal for these bi-monthly meetings is to
provide insightful programs, resources, and tools that you can take back
and share with your state.

State Events


https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Yp3MUUMSRrO76K7V2gk8AA

Here are some state events happening in the next few months:
Sep 11: Georgia Beekeepers Association (GBA) — Fall Conference & UGA

Beekeeper Certification Testing, Gainesville, GA

Sep 18-19: Alabama Beekeepers Association (ABA) — Annual Fall
Conference, Clanton, AL

Sep 25-26: Arkansas Beekeepers Association (ABA) — Fall ABA
Conference, Mountain View, AR

Oct 2-3: Washington State Beekeepers Association (WASBA) — Pacific
Northwest Beekeeping Conference, Wenatchee, WA

Oct. 17: Missouri State Beekeepers Association (MSBA) - Fall Conference &
Honey Show, Springfield, MO

Oct 23-24: Florida State Beekeepers Association (FSBA) — Annual Meeting
& Conference, Howey-in-the-Hills, FL

If you have a state event you would like to share with ABF members, please
send the details to Jaydee Burns at burnsboyshoney@gmail.com.

If you are a State Delegate and would like ABF information to share at your
event, please send an email with your estimated attendance to
abfnet@gmail.com. Please give us at least three weeks’ notice.

For more information about the ABF State Delegates Assembly or State
Sponsorships, contact Jaydee Burns at burnsboyshoney@gmail.com.
Regards,

Jaydee Burns, Chairman
ABF State Delegates Assembly

2027 ABF Conference and Tradeshow

SAVE TH E DATE Don’t miss out on our 2027 ABF
Conference and Tradeshow January
2027 American 12-16, h_eld at Mooc_iy Gardens
Beekeeping Convention Center in Galveston,
Federation Texas. We have education,
Conference & research, workshops, and lots of fun
UECCELU  things to do.

Izzy Hill, Director of Regulatory
Affairs with Project Apis m. will be

{ one of our Keynote speakers. Izzy
has been to many conferences with
USDA and we are honored to have
her as a first time Keynote. Our
second Keynote speaker is Dr.
Jamie Ellis, Professor of Entomology
in the Department of Entomology at
Moody Gardens Hotel the University of Georgia.

1 Hope Boulevard
Galveston, Texas 77554

Jamie is a Trustee on the Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees
board, received the 2018 ABF Hoopingarner Award, and has been a
member of ABF since 2009. We also have a special guest, Damian Mason
of The Business in Agriculture. Damian is from Indiana and has traveled the
world to speak about agriculture. You will hear him addressing the words
ending in “ation” that impact our industry: Immigration, population,
regulation, confrontation, inflation, threats from other nations.

Registration is now open for our 2027 ABF Conference and Tradeshow.
Click here to go directly to the registration page. Remember if you wish to
receive the Member discount, you'll need to be a member through January
16, 2027. You have the choice to join or renew during the registration
process. There are also several add-on's as described below you may
select. Be sure to read our cancellation policy.

Early Bird Rates
Registration May 1 - October 31,
2026
Rl | SRy | D | Nt | i | e
Member
Individual Registrants Full
$245.00 $305.00 $295.00 $355.00 $345.00 $405.00

Regular Rates

On-Site Rates after

Nov 1 - Dec 31, 2026

December 31, 2026

Individual Registrants Day Rate $150.00 $190.00 $175.00 $215.00  $200.00 $240.00
Student, Educator, ABRC, $60.00

(proof required)



https://gabeekeeping.com/
https://alabamabeekeepers.com/fall-conference/
https://arbeekeepers.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2026-wasba-pacific-northwest-beekeeping-conference-tickets-1984697955010?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.mobees.org/
https://flstatebeekeepers.org/conference-2026
https://www.findjoo.com/POS/Widget/7b2c3e95-235a-44b9-890c-afdc015ab7ed?editId=1028cb89-c4c7-4b58-a0ac-0adf170d1648&hideBookings=true&hideCourses=true&hideProducts=true&time=1799758800000
https://abfnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/2027-Participant-Refund-Policy.pdf

You'll have the opportunity to attend several special meals (additional fee to
attend). Thursday is the Honey Promotion Luncheon, the Foundation
Luncheon will be on Friday, Saturday morning we hold a
Research/Commercial Breakfast and the Banquet on Saturday night.

Our Offsite/Onsite event will be a Thursday Fun Fest. Located on the
patio at Moody Gardens, we'll have music, line dancing, and corn hole
games. Our menu will include a Mexican theme of Taqueria Action Station,
Sauces, Tortillas, Fajitas, Chips, Rice and Beans.

We will once again hold our Southern Queen Breeders Workshop. The
Workshop begins on Tuesday, January 12, 2027 at 8:00 am and ends
around 4:00 pm.

The cost to attend is $50 and you may choose to attend the workshop only.

We have reserved a block of rooms
at Moody Gardens Hotel, Seven
Hope Blvd, Galveston, Texas 77554
connected to the Moody Gardens
Conference Center. Special ABF
Group rates ($169) and are
available two (2) days before the
start of the conference and two (2)
days after, based upon availability.
You may call the hotel directly at 1-
409-683-1299 or click here to go to
the reservation page.

2027 Southern
QUEEN BREEDERS

WORKSHOP

Be careful of scammers that try to
book rooms for you by saying they
represent the hotel or ABF.

Explore geneti
strategies and

applcation

Honey Show: Don't forget to enter
your prize honey, beeswax, candles,
or the gift box class. The gift box
theme for 2027 is “Luxury Spa”.
Check our website for the 2027
Honey Show Rules.

uuuuuu

Last year, ABF hosted its first American Honey Bar featuring the largest
selection of honey tasted at one location produced by beekeepers in the
United States and its territories. Watch for more information and how to get
involved in future communications.

Join us in 2027 in Galveston, Texas for another great adventure. Check out
our website, 2027 ABF Conference, for Conference Schedule, a list of
vendors, and sponsors.

Honey Queen Buzz

August continues a busy fair season and many opportunities to teach the
public about the benefits and versatility of United States honey!

Delanie’s travels took her from coast to coast and to the heartland, starting
off with the New Jersey State Fair. This event offered many opportunities to
promote beekeeping, including observation hives, product demonstrations,
and hive demonstrations. The Queens travel with their own bee suits
throughout the summer and are well equipped to jump into your hive
demonstration cages and assist with our efforts to show the public the
nature of honeybees and how sophisticated their social structures are.

From the east coast, Delanie traveled to the west coast for the annual Clark
County Fair outside Vancouver, Washington. This fair has an entire
building dedicated to honeybees and beekeeping, including a hive
demonstration area, observation hives, and many educational stations to
teach adults and children all about honeybees. The Clark County
Beekeepers also keep our Queens busy with media interviews, grandstand
presentations, and special events. When the Queen visits your fair, work
with your other commodity groups, your fair board, and your public relations
office to find new and engaging ways that the Queen can be active in events
throughout the fairgrounds. While they will be an asset to your honey sales
booth, helping to increase sales and engagement, they also can direct
traffic to your exhibits by completing media interviews, promoting your booth,
and providing the public with more information about the beekeeping
industry.

Finally, Delanie’s last stop in August was in lllinois for their state fair. This


https://www.reseze.net/servlet/SendPage?hotelid=1722&skipfirstpage=true&page=333742
https://abfnet.org/2027-abf-conference/
https://www.clarkcountytoday.com/people/all-the-buzz-from-opening-day-of-the-clark-county-fair/

fair has an impressive honey show and honey exhibit and showcases how
beautiful our products are. Delanie assisted in the lllinois State Beekeepers
exhibit, speaking with fairgoers about the variety of honey in the United
States. Every fair offers new and unique opportunities and we would be
excited to visit yours in the future. Contact me to discuss ways to optimize a
Honey Queen visit to your state, regional, or county fair.

The American Honey Queen Committee continues its recruitment process
for the 2027 American Honey Queen and Princess positions, and we
encourage you all to share informational posts from our social media
profiles with your friends, schools, and anyone interested in this program.
We'd love to talk to interested applicants and are eager to greet a bright
new class at the ABF convention in January in Galveston.

Contact me at honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or 414.545.5514 to schedule a
Honey Queen visit in the fall or to talk about upcoming events in 2027.
Wishing you all productive promotions in our upcoming National Honey
Month! Happy promoting!

. APPLY TO BE THE
American Honey Queen

Are you passionate about education and agriculture?

The American Honey Queen Program invites
women across the nation to apply for their
spokesperson positions. The American Honey
Queen and Princess serve as educators on

8 behalf of the American Beekeeping Federation Sl
| to promote the honey and beekeeping industry
| across the country
T}
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Scan the QR codé
for more
information!

Visit the American
Beekeeping Federation at
www.abfnet.org
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Honey Retail Category Continues Record-Breaking Momentum

According to NielsenlQ, retail honey sales reached over 102 million pounds
and $655 million from January through June 2026—up 7% in volume and 8%
in dollar sales compared to the same period last year. Learn where growth is
coming from and how branded and private label are performing here.
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Beat the heat of these warm summer days with the

cooler, fresher side of the summer menu. This delicious
cold treat is as refreshing as it is simple to make and is
sure to help you enjoy the last sweet weeks of summer.

Honey Mango Pineapple Sorbet

INGREDIENTS:

1/3 cup - fresh lime juice

DIRECTIONS:

In a food processor, pureé 1 1/2 cups papaya nectar or orange juice and
remaining ingredients. Stir in remaining 1 1/2 cups papaya nectar or orange
juice.

Freeze according to ice cream maker manufacturer's instructions.

Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board. For more honey
recipes, visit honey.com.
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mailto:honeyqueen99@hotmail.com
https://honey.com/images/files/H1-2026-Nielsen-Retail-Sales-and-Pricing-Summary.pdf
https://honey.com/
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