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President's Message

"Read the Label"

During our lifetime we use thousands of products for many reasons. We take
vitamins and medicines, soaps and shampoos, clothes detergent and eye
solutions, vitamin supplements, dish washing liquid, car wash and wax items, and
yes products in our hives.

Are you aware you should not mix bleach and ammonia?  It gives off a toxic gas
that can be fatal.  When rendering or melting beeswax, you should use a double
boiler because pure bees wax is combustible and can catch fire.

We’ve had several discussions about Organic Honey and certifications. Last week
we heard from Jennifer Tucker, Ph.D., Deputy Administrator with the USDA’s
National Organic Program. She stated that to be Organic, everything you use or
put in your hive must also be certified as Organic.

Any feeding must be with an approved sweetener. Example Organic Sugar. The
definition of Organic sugar is a minimally processed sweetener derived from
organically grown sugar cane or beets without the use of synthetic pesticides,
herbicides, or GMOs. A farm must be synthetic chemically free for at least three
years before harvest to qualify.



When pulling supers, many use a product to quickly chase bees out of the supers.
One of these products clearly states on their label “Approved for use in Certified
Organic Apiaries.”

There are many synthetic and natural treatments for Varroa. All of them give
directions on Length of Treatment, Method of Application, Time of Year to apply
including the temperature, can use with honey supers on or not. And while these
are critical to know, many will skip over this part especially if they’ve used it before.
 

As ingredients and directions can change, you should always “READ THE LABEL”.
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.
seibshoosierhoney@yahoo.com or 317-432-9578

Equipment Grant Applications
� 2026 Equipment Grant — Now Accepting Proposals

 
The Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees is offering up to $10,000 to
academic institutions and nonprofits for equipment supporting beekeeping
research, extension, and outreach (e.g., field sensors, lab equipment like PCR
machines, observation hives). Basic equipment like hive bodies and frames is not
eligible.

Deadline: November 13, 2026
Apply: Email a single PDF proposal to info@abfnet.org
Details: preservationofhoneybees.org/equipment-grant
 
Decisions announced before Christmas and at the 2027 ABF
Conference & Tradeshow (Jan 12–16, Galveston, TX).

Upcoming Webinar

� Save the Date! Join the American Beekeeping Federation for a webinar on
Pollinator Conservation, featuring Jennifer Berry, PhD.

� November 8, 2026
� 8:00 PM ET

Sign up here:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_EPJEKykoRjKU1
tEaLJDg7Q
 
Details will be emailed to ABF members soon and
posted to ABF social media.

State Delegates Assembly Update
Register for the 2027 ABF Conference and Tradeshow
Registration is now open for the 2027 American Beekeeping Federation
Conference and Tradeshow, scheduled for January 12–16, 2027, in Galveston,
Texas. This event brings beekeepers together from across the country for
education, networking, fellowship, and the latest updates from our beekeeping
industry. I encourage everyone to make plans now to attend and take part in this
year’s conference, you won’t be disappointed.
 
State Delegates: Share ABF Resources Locally
Many states are holding Annual State Beekeeper Conferences this time of year.
As State Delegates, you have an fantastic opportunity to connect with members of
your state organization and local clubs while sharing how ABF supports the
broader beekeeping community at these conferences—from hobbyists to
commercial operations.
 
We have the resource to help you share ABF information at your state event,
please send your request and estimated attendance to abfnet.org@gmail.com and
burnsboyshoney@gmail.com. Please allow at least three weeks for materials
requests when possible.
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State Delegate Assembly Meeting Updates
Thank you to everyone who attended our bi-monthly meeting on September 17. I
hope you enjoyed hearing from our New Mexico State Delegates and learning
more about the initiatives underway in their state.
 
Our next State Delegate Assembly meeting will be held on November 19 at 8:00
p.m. EST. We look forward to continuing our work together to strengthen
communication among State Delegates and share useful information, resources,
and tools that can be brought back to beekeepers in each state.
 
Share State Event Information
To help ABF members stay informed, please share upcoming state events you
would like included in future communications. Send event details to Jaydee Burns
at burnsboyshoney@gmail.com.

State Events
Here are some state events happening in the next few months:
Oct 2-3: Washington State Beekeepers Association (WASBA) – Pacific Northwest
Beekeeping Conference, Wenatchee, WA
 
Oct 16-17: Virginia State Beekeepers Association (VSBA) – VSBA Fall Meeting,
Culpeper, VA
 
Oct 17: Maine State Beekeepers Association (MSBA) – MSBA Annual Meeting and
Conference, Topsham, ME
 
Oct. 17: Missouri State Beekeepers Association (MSBA) - Fall Conference &
Honey Show, Springfield, MO 
 
Oct 17: Oklahoma State Beekeepers Association (OSBA) – Fall Conference,
Oklahoma City, OK
 
Oct 23-24: The Beekeepers of Indiana (TBoI) – Fall Beekeepers Conference,
Edinburgh, IN
 
Oct 23-24: Florida State Beekeepers Association (FSBA) – Annual Meeting &
Conference, Howey-in-the-Hills, FL 
 
Oct 23-24: Ohio State Beekeepers Association (OSBA) – Fall Conference and
Annual Meeting, Ashtabula, OH
 
Oct 24: Louisiana Beekeepers Association (LBA) – Fall Field Day, Baton Rouge,
LA
 
Oct 24: New Hampshire Beekeepers Association (NHBA) – 2026 NHBA Member
Fall Meeting, Swanzey, NH  
 
Oct 30 – Nov 1: Oregon State Beekeepers Association (OSBA) – Fall Conference,
Seaside, OR
 
Nov 5: New Jersey Beekeepers Association (NJBA) – Hive Mind, Annandale, NJ
 
Nov 5-7: Wisconsin Honey Producers Association Fall Convention (WHPA) – Fall
Convention, Wisconsin Dells, WI
 
Nov 6-7: Empire State Honey Producers Association (ESHPA) – Fall Conference,
Phelps, NY
 
Nov 6-7: Kansas Honey Producers Association (KHPA) – Kansas Bee Conference
– BeeCon, Wichita, KS
 
Nov 6-8: Pennsylvania State Beekeepers Association (PSBA) – Fall Conference,
State College, PA
 
Nov 7: Kentucky State Beekeepers Association (KSBA) – Fall Conference/Annual
Meeting, Morehead, KY
 
Nov 13-14: Illinois State Beekeepers Association (ISBA) – Fall Meeting and Honey
Show, Springfield, IL
 
Nov 14: Massachusetts Beekeepers Association (Mass Bee) – Fall Meeting and
Honey Show, Franklin, MA
 
Nov16-19: California State Beekeepers Association (CSBA) – Joint Conference,
Reno, NV
 
Nov 19-21: Texas Beekeepers Association (TBA) – Annual Convention: Beyond
the Hive, Tyler, TX
 
Regards,
Jaydee Burns, Chairman
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ABF State Delegates Assembly

2027 ABF Conference and Tradeshow

2027 ABF Conference and Tradeshow on January 12-16, will be held at Moody
Gardens Convention Center in Galveston, Texas, where industry leaders, experts
and specialists, and beekeepers of all levels come together to share insights,
discuss current events affecting our industry, trade knowledge, meet old friends
and make new ones. Our confirmed Keynote speakers are Izzy Hill, Director of
Regulatory Affairs with Project Apis m. and Dr. Jamie Ellis, Professor of
Entomology in the Department of Entomology at the University of Georgia. This
year we also have a special guest, Damian Mason of The Business in Agriculture.
Damian is sponsored by Coy’s Honey Farm and Heritage Insurance Services.

We start off on Tuesday evening with a Social Reception to get the ball rolling. We
will be holding it in the Vendor Hall so everyone attending can spend some quality
time with the vendors. We’ve brought back “Vendor Passport” game. You may pick
up your card at the ABF Membership booth in the Tradeshow on Tuesday evening
during the reception. All completed cards will need to be returned to the ABF
Membership Booth or the Registration Check-in desk by 10 am local time
Wednesday, January 13th.

Registration has been opened since June; however, our Early Bird Rate will end
on October 31, 2026. Our registration rates are listed below.  Click here to go
directly to the registration page. Remember if you wish to receive the Member
discount, you’ll need to be a member through January 16, 2027. You have the
choice to join or renew during the registration process. 

Our conference includes many things for things for our attendees: education,
hands on workshops, panel discussions and fun. You'll have the opportunity to
attend several special meals (additional fee to attend). Thursday is the Honey
Promotion Luncheon, the Foundation Luncheon will be on Friday, Saturday
morning we hold a Research/Commercial Breakfast and the Banquet on Saturday
night.  

Our Offsite/Onsite event will be a Thursday Fun Fest.
 Located on the patio at Moody Gardens, we'll have music,
line dancing, and corn hole games. Our menu will include a
Mexican theme of Taqueria Action Station, Sauces, Tortillas,
Fajitas, Chips, Rice and Beans.
 
We will once again hold our Southern Queen Breeders
Workshop. The Workshop begins on Tuesday, January 12,
2027 at 8:00 am and ends around 4:00 pm.  

The cost to attend is $50 and you may choose to attend the workshop separately
from the conference.  
 
We have reserved a block of rooms at Moody Gardens Hotel, Seven Hope Blvd,
Galveston, Texas 77554 connected to the Moody Gardens Conference Center.
Special ABF Group rates ($169) and are available two (2) days before the start of
the conference and two (2) days after, based upon availability. You may call the
hotel directly at 1-409-683-1299 or click here to go to the reservation page.
 
Be careful of scammers that try to book rooms for you by saying they represent
the hotel or ABF. 

Honey Show: Don't forget to enter your prize honey, beeswax, candles, or the gift
box class.  The gift box theme for 2027 is “Luxury Spa”. Check our website for the
2027 Honey Show Rules.  

Come experience the flavors of honey across America. Last year, ABF hosted its
first American Honey Bar featuring the largest selection of honey tasted at one
location produced by beekeepers in the United States and its territories. This year,
we are expanding that selection several times over for conference attendees to
have the pleasure of tasting a vast variety of flavors. You will even have the
opportunity to compare several of the same popular flavor, like 4 or 5 Sourwoods,
produced by different beekeepers. Watch for more information and how to get
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involved in future communications. 

Join us in 2027 in Galveston, Texas for another great adventure. Check out our
website, 2027 ABF Conference, for more information including our Conference
Schedule, a list of vendors, and sponsors.  

Honey Queen Buzz
Delanie celebrated National Honey Month promoting honey in a variety settings
and regions of our country.  Fairs continue, and they are always a fantastic way to
showcase the products of our labors.  At the Nebraska State Fair, Delanie
demonstrated uses of honey and showed fairgoers the different forms of honey.
Cooking with honey demonstrations are a tried and true way to encourage
consumers that honey is easy to use and that it is versatile.  We can use it in
savory and sweet applications.  We can use it in beauty and medicinal ways.
 Every variety gives us a new adventure and taste experience.  Coupled with
recipe brochures as a take home, having the American Honey Queen provide
cooking with honey demonstrations at your fair is a great way to increase sales
and visibility of your products.

Delanie’s next stop was the Lithopolis
Honeyfest in Ohio, where she promoted
in a variety of ways at the two-day
event.  Open hive demonstrations and
bee beards highlighted the event, and
our Honey Queen can assist by
narrating the process of these
demonstrations or conduct the
demonstrations herself!  This event
also highlights honey baking contests,
which are another great way to
encourage honey usage and
consumption in your area.  Consider
working with your fair to host such a
contest and having the Honey Queen
help with the judging, awards, and
presentations about our products at
your next event.

The Texas State Fair is another great venue to highlight honey during National
Honey Month.  Displays of honey are as big as one would expect for Texas, and
they highlight the unique varieties found in the state.  Working alongside Texas
beekeepers, Delanie spoke with consumers and taught them ways they could use
honey on a daily basis.
 
Delanie also made a final stop speaking with Tuscan area beekeepers in Arizona
at their monthly meeting!  We hope to promote more in this area in the coming
months!

The American Honey Queen Committee continues its recruitment process for the
2027 American Honey Queen and Princess positions, and we encourage you all to
share informational posts from our social media profiles with your friends, schools,
and anyone interested in this program.  We’d love to talk to interested applicants
and are eager to greet a bright new class at the ABF convention in January in
Galveston.
 
Contact me at honeyqueen99@hotmail.com or 414.545.5514 to schedule a Honey
Queen visit in the fall or to talk about upcoming events in 2027. Happy promoting!
 

The National Honey Board’s free educational resources
are here to help the next generation learn about the
amazing world of honey bees 

Whether you’re hosting school groups at your apiary, giving a talk at a local
community event, or just looking for a fun way to introduce people to beekeeping,
the National Honey Board has a bunch of free educational materials that are
designed to make learning about honey and bees both fun and easy to understand.

For beekeepers, these materials are a great way to
support outreach without creating all the educational
content yourself. Whether you’re visiting a local
elementary school, participating in an agriculture day,
hosting an open hive demonstration, or connecting
with youth organizations like 4-H or Scouts, these
resources offer a professional, engaging introduction
to honey, honey bees, and the important role they
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play in agriculture and our daily lives.

The educational materials are designed for students in grades K-6 and include
activity sheets that help children explore the fascinating world of honey bees.
Topics include how bees live and work together in the hive, the important role of
pollination, how honey is made, and how honey bees contribute to a healthy and
sustainable food system.
 
Every conversation is a chance to build a better understanding of beekeeping and
show appreciation for the hard work beekeepers do every day.

To explore the full collection of materials, visit https://honey.com/bees-
sustainability/educational-materials and https://honey.com/shop for your next
event or classroom visit. 

Savor the sweet transition from summer to fall with a cool
treat inspired by the flavors of the Fall season ahead. This
Honey Apple Cobbler Milkshake blends crisp apple, cozy fall
flavor and the natural sweetness of honey into one delicious
sip.
 

Honey Apple Cobbler Milkshake

YIELD: Makes 6 servings

INGREDIENTS
For Honey Apple Cobbler Milkshake (per serving):
10 oz. - Honey and Apple Cobbler Milkshake, recipe below
2 T - whipped cream
1 dash - pumpkin pie spice
1/2 tsp. - honeycomb
1 T - apple chips
1 T - Oat Streusel, recipe below

For Honey and Apple Cobbler Milkshake:
6 cups - vanilla ice cream
2 T - honey powder
1 1/2 tsp. - pumpkin pie spice
1 1/2 cups - apple pie filling
3/4 cup - Oat Streusel

For Oat Streusel:
1/3 cup - unsalted butter, melted
1/3 cup - brown sugar
1/2 cup - all-purpose flour
1/3 cup - quick oats
1/8 tsp. - kosher salt
1/8 tsp. - pumpkin pie spice

DIRECTIONS
For Honey Apple Cobbler Milkshake (per serving):
Transfer honey and apple cobbler milkshake mixture to a chilled glass. Garnish
with whipped cream, a dusting of pumpkin pie spice, honeycomb, apple chips, and
a piece of oat streusel. Serve immediately.

For Honey and Apple Cobbler Milkshake:
Place mixer bowl and paddle into freezer 10 minutes ahead of time to get them
very cold. Open can of apple pie filling. Using rubber spatula, place into food
processor and pulse 3-4 times to break up. Place ice cream and honey powder
into mixer. Turn mixer on low to combine the two and start to develop a smooth,
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thick, milkshake texture, about 60 seconds. Add pumpkin pie spice, apple pie
filling, and oat streusel to the mixing bowl and turn to low. Mix until everything is
well combined and oat streusel is broken up enough to be sucked through a straw.
 
For Oat Streusel:
Melt butter in microwave or on the stove. Set aside and keep warm. Place the
brown sugar, flour, oats, salt, and pumpkin pie spice into the bowl of the stand
mixer. Mix on low speed. While the mixer is running on low, stream the melted
butter into the bowl of the mixer and mix until just incorporated.
 
Transfer streusel mix to a half sheet tray lined with a silicone baking mat. Spread
the mixture out evenly on the pan, keeping it as loose as possible, and avoiding
pressing it down. Place pan in convection oven set to 375˚F, with low fan. Bake for
10 minutes. Remove from oven and place baking sheet on speed rack to cool to
ambient. Lightly break apart to form large chunks.

TIP
For a more decadent presentation - rim the chilled glass with honey before dipping
in crushed streusel.
 
Photo and recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board. For more honey recipes,
visit honey.com.
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